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P K E F A CE. 


HE TRANSLATION of the New TesTAMENT; 
which is here delivered to the public, hath 
employed the ſtudy and application of ſome 
years. Nothing hath been wanting that my 

abilities, and the ban of my learned friends, could 

give this publication, to render it worthy the acceptance 
of the candid and intelligent Chriſtian, But as it is 
impoſlible to foreſee what reception this work will meet 
with from the world, I deem it prudent to conceal the - 
names of thoſe learned friends who peruſed the whole or 

art of the manuſcript, and what their ſentiments were 
of the execution and utility of the deſign, though the 
mention of their names would do me honour, as ſome 
of them have deſervedly attained the firſt eminence in _ 
the republic of letters. I begun and purſued the un- 
dertaking upon this plan, viz. To tranſlate the facred 
writers of the New Teſtament with the ſame freedom, 
impartiality, and elegance, with which other tranſlations 
from the Greek claſſics have lately been executed, and 
to cloathe the genuine ideas and doctrines of the Apoſtles 
with that propriety and perſpicuity, in which they them- 
ſelves, I apprehend, would have exhibited them had 
they now lived and written in our language. The true 
meaning and deſign of each author hath been ſtrictly and 
impartially explored, the fignification and force of the 

Greek Original hath been critically obſerved, and, as 

much as poſſible, transfuſed into modern Engliſh, and 

the whole facred volume elucidated and explained upon 

a new and rational plan, with ſelect Notes, critical and 

explanatory. The reader is deſired ever to bear in mind, 

that this is not a verbal tranſlation, but a liberal and dif- 

fuſtve verſion of the ſacred claſſics, and is calculated to 

anſwer the purpoſe of an AY paraphraſe as well 
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as a free and elegant tranſlation. Every ſcholar knows, 
that the idioms and ſtructure of the antient are ſo eflen- 
tially different from the modern languages, that a /zteral 
and ſervilè verſion ef any Greek and Latin author muſt 
neceſſarily be barbarous and unintelligible. | 
The method I purſued was this. I i carefully 
peruſed every chapter to inveſtigate and diſcover the oN 
true meaning of the author with all the accuracy and 
fagacity I could employ, attending to his reaſoning, and 
to the principles and doctrines he deſigned to inculcate, 
ever conſulting the beft commentators upon abſtruſe 
paſſages, and conſtantly imploring the infinite SouRcE 
of light and wiſdem to illaminate my imperfect under- 
ſtanding. When I apprehended I had found out the 
true ſignification of the Original, and the preciſe ideas of 
the writer at the time he wrote, my next ſtudy was to 
adorn them in ſuch language as is now written, and to 
transfuſe them through the medium of a liberal and ex- 
planatory verſion. So that my fr ft view always was 
with impartiality and critical attention to difcover the true 
fenſe of my author; my next view, to cioathe his ideas 
in the veſt of modern elegance. Elegance of diftion, 
therefore, hath ever been conſulted, but never at the 
expence of that truth and fidelity, which ought ever to, 

be facred and inviolable in an interpreter of Scripture. 
It is pleaſing to obſerve, how much our language, 
within theſe very few years, hath been refined and po- 
liſhed, and what infinite improvements it hath lately 
received, The writings of Hume, Robertſon, Lowth, 
Lyttelton, Hurd, Melmoth, Johnſon, and Hawkefworth, will 
ſtand an everlaſting monument, of what grace and purity 
in diftion, of what elegance and harmony in arrange- 
ment, and of what copiouſneſs and ſtrength in compo- 
ſition, our language is capable; and the writmgs of theſe 
learned and illuſtrious authors are not only a diftinguiſhed 
honour and ornament to their country, but in point of 
true excellence and ſublimity will bear the ſevereſt cri- 
| 7 tical 
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tical compariſon with the politeſt writers of Greece and 
Rome. The author knew it to be an arduous and in- 
vidious attempt to make the phraſe of theſe celebrated 
writers the vehicle of inſpired truths, and to diffuſe over 
the facred page the elegance of modern Engliſh, con- 
ſcious that the bald and barbarous language-of the old 
vulgar verſion hath acquired a venerable ſacredneſs from 
length of time and cuſtom, and that every innovation of 
this capital nature would be generally ſtigmatized as the 
laſt and moſt daring enormity. But notwithſtanding this 

rſuaſion, he flattered himſelf that ſuch a Tranſlation 
of the New Teſtament might induce perſons of a liberal 
education and polite taſte to peruſe the ſacred volume, 
and that ſuch a verſion might prove of ſignal ſervice to 
the cauſe of truth, liberty, and Chriſtianity, if men of 
cultivated and improved minds, eſpecially YouTH, could 
be allured by the innocent ſtratagem of a modern Hyle, 
to read a book, which is now, alas! too generally ne- 
glected and diſregarded by the young and gay, as a vo- 
lume containing little to amuſe and delight, and furniſh- 
ing a ſtudy congenial only to the gloom of old age, or 
to the melancholy mind of a deſponding viſionary. 
What animated and inſpired me through the whole 
work, was the pleaſing thought, that by the execution 
of this deſign, I might, through the blefling of God, 
engage the RisING GENERATION to admire and love 
the ſacred claſſics, to underſtand the duties, doctrines, 
and diſcoveries of the goſpel, and to venerate Chriſtia- 
nity as the cauſe of God, of truth, of virtue, of liber- 
ty, and of immortality. 
This is the FIRST ATTEMPT of this nature in our 
language, and this conſideration, I hope, will entitle it 
to the learned reader's candour and indulgence. In this 
undertaking, Ca/talo was my precedent and pattern. I 


have attempted in Engliſo, what Caſtalio executed in 


Latin. Caftalio hath deſerved well of mankind for tranſ- 


lating the Scriptures in a ck elegant, and diffuſive ſtyle. 
| The 
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The relation and mutual dependence of detached ſen- 
tences, and the ſeveral diſtinct deductions in a train of 
argumentation, I have pointed out and elucidated by the 
incidental inſertion of a few connective words or par- 
ticles. The obſcure paſſages that variouſly occur, I have 

._ attempted in the body of the Tranſlation to explain and 
illuſtrate in a perſpicuous and explicit manner. I have 
carefully explored and have endeavoured, upon rational 
principles, clearly to exhibit the reaſoning of St. Paul in 
1 the Romans and Galatians. The old diviſion of chapters 
| and verſes I have been perſuaded, contrary to my own 
[ judgment, to retain, but I have every where fignified 
to the reader, by the manner of printing and punctuation, 
when they are erroneous ; and I have divided the whole 
into ſeclions. The parallel paſſages, and illuſtrations of 
particular phraſes and modes of expreſſion from the 
Greek and Latin claſſics, I collected in reading the an- 
l tients, and J have generally ſpecified the page and edi- 
t tion from which they are cited. 
ö J can truly fay, and I appeal to that Being for my 
| fincerity, before whom I mult very ſhortly appear, that 
my firſt and primary deſign i in this work was to exhi- 
bit the Chriſtian Religion in its native purity and original 
fimplicity, unadulterated with human ſyſtems, creeds, 
doctrines, and modes of faith. In this work I have 
confidered myſelf as belonging to no one party, ſect, 
and denomination of Chriſtians, but have given a. fair 
and honeft verſion of the divine Volume, juſt as. if I 
bad fat down to tranſlate Plato, Xenophon, Thucydides, 
Plutarcb, or any other Greek writer, with a mind exempt, 
as much as frail humanity can be exempt, from preju- 
dices and prepoſſeſſion, and ſolely intent upon inveſti- 
gating and diſcovering truth. 

Every one muſt be convinced, that a Faithful and ac- 
curate verſion o! any writer in a dead language is ſuffi- 
cient for underſtanding the meaning and deſign of that. 


| author, and that the fidelity of ſuch a tranſlator entirely, 
ſuperſedes 
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ſuperſedes all the tedious explications and laborious idle- 
neſs of dull and heavy commentators. The author, 
therefore, preſumes to aſſert, that the New Teſtament 
7tſelf, if carefully and candidly peruſed, with a mind open 

to the reception of truth, will, by all rational and intel- 
ligent Chriſtians, be judged to conduce to a more clear 
and comprehenſive knowledge of Chriſtianity than thoſe * 
voluminous critics, paraphraſts, illuſtrators, and interpre- * 
tors of the ſacred Scriptures, who have, in general, done 
more harm than good, as the majority of them have 
ſtrenuouſly laboured to make Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, Papiſis, or Lutherans, or Calviniſts, and have been 
more ſtudious to wreſt the Scriptures to their precon- 
ceived notions, than to adjuſt their religious ſentiments 
by the plain dictates of reaſon and the infallible rule and 
ſtandard of the divine oracles. Within theſe few years 
what dire inundations have we ſeen ruſhing from the 
preſs and deluging the public, of Commentators upon 
the Scriptures, Explanations of the Holy Bible, the Royal 
Bible with notes, the Grand complete Bible, the Grand 
Imperial Bible! ſome the jobbs of mercenary Bookſellers, 
others the ſickly dreams of illiterate Enthuſiaſts and en- 
tranced Viſionaries, and the generality of them, the 
ſiniſter production of dark and melancholy Divines, the 
bigotted abettors of unintelligible myſteries and unſcrip- 
tural abſurdities. But notwithſtanding this melancholy 
ſtate of Religion, and this general corruption of pure 
and primitive Chriſtianity, yet, bleſſed be God, LIBERTY, 
RELIOIOUSs LIBERTY, has ſtill a temple in the breaſt _ 
of thouſands, and the love of truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 
not in human creeds, is warm and vigorous in the bo- ' 
ſoms of immenſe numbers of my happy countrymen |! 
Many of theſe worthy ſouls have encouraged me. The 
thought of them, and their caſe, has ever inſpired me 
with ardour and animation in my ſtudies. - For theſe I 
have tranſlated the NEW TESTAMENT. Theſe, and 
theſe alone will be my readers. The patronage and pro- 
| | tection 
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tection of theſe hath enabled me, and will ever enable 

me, to look down upon the illiberal ſcurrility and impotent 

fury of the uncharitable bigot with Chriſtian contempt. 
In fine, ſince deiſm, infidelity, and ſcepticiſm, ſo much 


prevail in the preſent age; ſince even popery now hath 


its public aſſerters and advocates ; fince enthuſiaſm is 
continually duping and enſlaving the credulous and igno- 
rant, both among the great vulgar and the ſmall, and is 
daily making a more rapid and amazing progreſs all 
around us; fince rational Chriſtianity is, at preſent, re- 
garded with ſo much contempt, and even horrour, by 
the generality of the world ; and fince a love of unin- 
telligible myſteries, and a fondneſs for gloomy and in- 
explicable doctrines, have, with the majority, diſcarded 
reaſon and common ſenſe: from religion, the author flat= 


ters himſelf the preſent work will be uſeful to his coun- 


try, in which it hath been his ſtudy to free the New 
TESTAMENT from thoſe falſe tranſlations, which, at 
preſent, deform it, and render it abſolutely unintelligible 
to all common readers; to purify its ſacred ſtreams =o 
thoſe corrupt admixtures, by which it was induſtriouſſy 
ſuited to che falſe taſte of the Monarcn and of the 
age, in which it was tranſlated ; to repreſent it, as it 

really is, in itſelf, a moſt rational, uniform, amiable, 


conſiſtent ſcheme ; and to exhibit, before the candid, the 


unprejudiced, and the intelligent of all parties, the true, 
original, divine form of Chriſtianity, in its beautiful fim- 


plicity, diveſted of all the meretricious attire with which 


it hath been loaded, and ſolely adorned with its native 


elegance and charms, which need only be contemplated, 


in order to excite the admiration, tranſport, and love of 


_ every ingenuous and virtuous boſom. 


Br1sToL, | E. HA RW OO D. 


Aug. 26, 1767. 
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nealogy 


of Jeſus 


the Meſliah, — 4 18 lineally | 
deſcended from David, as 


David is from Abraham. 


Abraham 
Iſaac 
Jacob 
Judas 


Phares 
. Eſrom 
Aram 


Aminadab | 
. Naaſſon 
10. 


2 


9 
122 > ww» 


14. David | 


1. Solomon 
2. Roboam © 
3. Aba 
4. Ala 
Yor. I, 


— 


| 


H E following 18 
a table of the ge- 


10 


12 


ht £7 | 
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— 


12. 


13. 


14. 


Jofaphat 
Joram 
Ozias 


Jotham 
Achaz 
Ezechias 


: Manaſles 
Amon 
Joſias 


8 Jehoiakim: about 


the time of the 

captivity. 
Jehoiakin 
Salathiel 
Zorobabel 


. Abiud 


Eliakim 
Azor 


Sadoc 


Achim 
Eliud 


. Eleazar 
. Matthan © 


Jacob 
Joſeph 
Jeſus 


B 17 So 
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17 So that from this table 
you ſee that there were four- 


teen generations in all, from 


Abraham to David from 
David alſo to the Babyloniſh 
captivity there were, juſt four- 
teen generations—there were 
likewiſe exactly fourteen from 
the captivity. to the Meſſiah. 
$—18 Tax conception of 
Jeſus the Meſſiah was in this 
ſupernatural manner — Mary 


his Mother had been eſpoul- 


ed to Joſeph, but before they 
cohabited *, it was diſcovered 
that ſhe had become preg- 
nant by the holy Spirit. 
19 But her hufband Joſeph 
being a compaſſionate man, 


and unwilling to expoſe her 


ſhame to the world, intended 
to repudiate her in a private 
manner. ED 

20 As he was revolving 


theſe thoughts in his mind, 


lo! an angel of God appeared 
to him in a dream and ſpoke 
thus—O Joſeph, Son of Da- 
vid | heſitate not to admit 
and treat Mary as thy lawful 
wife, for ſhe hath conceived 
from the holy Spirit, 

21 and ſhe ſhall give birth 
to a fon, whom thou ſhalt 


| call Jeſus, for he ſhall fave 
his people from their vices. 
22 Now the whole of this 
amazing event was exactly 
fimilar to another inſtance, 
which is recorded by an in- 
ſpired prophet in theſe words: 
23. Behold! a pure virgin 
ſhall be pregnant, and ſhall 
bring forth a ſon, who ſhall 
be called Emmanuel, which 
cranſlated ſignifies, God 7s 
with us. | 
24 When Joſeph awoke, 
he acted according to the di- 
rection of the angel, and took 
Her o wife | 
25 But refrained from all 
conjugal embraces * till her 
delivery — He called her ſon 
| Jeſus, | 


CHAP. HI. 

1 JN the reign'of Herod 
was Jeſus born in Beth- 

lehem of Judea— at which 

time ſome eaſtern Philoſo- 

phers came to Ferulalem— 

„„ 

2 Direct us where we may 

find him who is lately born 

to be the king of the Jews; 


— 


for having ſeen his ſtar in 


This is the meaning of ovveaPey. Arg ovverovres TER H ela. 


Xenophon. memor. p. 103. Ed. 
e %. Plut. Lycurg. p. 


Oxon. 1741. 
89. Ed. Steph. ZSuycafor de tai veg, Ke 7+ Ae 
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Plutarch. Theſeus. p. 5. See alſo 1 Cor. vii. 43. 
b yiworrw is uſed in the ſame ſenſe in other greek writers. * Baporyny 


— Yyvss 0 AagZaypog. Plutarch. Eumen. p. 1065. Ed. Steph. 
. | ny rowralh p · x" Oxid alſo, Cog- 
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Chap. ii. 
the eaſt, we are come to pay 
him adoration. | 

3 At theſe words king He- 
rod and all Jeruſalem were 
ſtruck with the utmoſt con- 
ſternation. 

4 The king then jmme- 
diately convoked an aſſembly 
of all the high prieſts and 
Jewiſh clergy, and anxiouſly! 
interrogated them COmcernungy 
the place where the Me1- 
ſiah was to be born, 

5 They told him that the 
* deſtined for his nativity 
was Bethlehem of Judea— 
for it was expreſsly mention 
ed by an inſpired Prophet: in 
theſe; words, 


6 * O thou Bethlehem 1 : 


thou art in no reſpect infe- 
riour to the firſt and moſt 
renowned cities of Judea; for 
thou ſhalt - give birth to, 4 
great prince, whoſe govern: 
-ment- ſhall extend over my 
people Iſrael.“ 

+ The king, upon hearing 
ſo plain and direct a prophe! 
{y, privately ſent for the phi: 
loſophers, and * ſifted fron! 
them the exact time, when 


the ſtar firſt appeared to them 


in their country. 


© This is the meaning of np e. 
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8 And when he diſmiſſed 


2 he ſaid, Go to Beth- 


lehem, and make the 
diligent enquiries you are 
able concerning this ien; 


and when you have found 


him, give me immediate 
information, that I may fly 
to him, and join with you in 
mutual adorations. 

9 No ſooner were they 
parted from the king and 


| begun their; journey, but be- 


hold! the luminous ſtar, 
which they had ſeen in the 
eaſt, advanced before them 
which they followed, till 
they ſay it fixed over the 
houſe, where the child was. 

10 The appearance of this 
ſtar * filled them with inex- 
preſſible tranſport. 

11 Entering therefore the 
houſe, to which it had di- 
rected them, and ſeeing the 
child and his mother, they 
| | proſtrated themſelves before 
him, and paid him homage: 
and opening their treaſures 
they made him rich pre- 
ſents e, conſiſting of gold, 
frankincenſe, and myrrh. 


12 After they had in this 


reſ pectful manner teſtified 


acquainted with the exa& time that the 3 appeared, in order that 


he might perfectly know the age of the 


dren of his age in the town. 
4 This ſtar muſt neceſſarily have 


ant, and murder all the chil- 
been but a little above their heads: : 


otherwiſe it could not have 3.67 ame” to the Magians. a articular houſe, 
© 'This was agreeable to the 'oriental cuſtom, .which 0 tains univerſally 
in the caſt to this day. None waits upon an eaſtern prince without a 


preſent. 


B 2 


their 


By his enquiries he made himſelf 


e 


notice to return for Herod 


admonition he got up 
took his wife and the infant 


precipitate flight into E- 


rod's deceaſe—So that one 


expreſſion of one of the pro- 
phets— I have called my ſon 
out of Egypt. | 


found himſelf deluded and 
diſappointed by the philoſo- | 
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their ſenſe of the dignity of 
his perſon, divine providence 
admoniſhed them in a dream 
not to go back to Herod — 
So they returned into their 
own country by a different 
road. | 

13 After their departure, 
an angel of God appeared to 
Joſeph in a dream, and thus 
ſpoke. Rife immediately— 


take the child and his mother | 
' —haſte into Egypt, and con- 


tinue there, *till I give thee 


is going to make ſtrict ſearch 
for the infant, and intends to 
murder jt. 

14 Rouſed by this divine 


in the night, and made a 


gypt : | 
15 where he lived till He- 


may fitly apply to him an 


$—16 Bur when Herod 


20 thus 


of IJxsus Chap. ii. 
phers, he was dreadfully ex- 
aſperated, and immediately 
ſent aſſaſſins and butchered 
all the infants, that were not 
only in Bethlehem, but in all 
its ſurrounds, ſparing none 
that were two years old, or 
under that age, as he had 
accurately examined the Ma- 
gians concerning the age of 
the child. n 

17 So that the horrours 
of this ſcene exactly corre- 
ſponded to the following de- 
ſcription of a like mournful 


calamity, that occurs in the 


prophet Jeremiah. 
18 A loud voice of 
grief was heard in Rama, 
ſhrieks and cries and piercing 
lamentations. Rachel de- 
ploring the murder of her 
children, and quite incon- 
ſolable for her irreparable 
loſs .“ N 
$—19 Wren Herod was 
dead, the Angel of God ap- 
pearing again in a dream to 
Joleph, : ITED 
accoſted him. 
Riſe — take the . babe and 
his mother, and return into 


Iſrael—for thoſe who thirſted 


Let it ſuffice, once for all, to obſerve,” that the writings of the old 


Jewiſh 38 which abound in 
and ſub 


fine deſcriptions, poetical images, 


ime diction, were the Claffics of the later Jews, and in the ſub- 


ſequent ages all their writers affected alluſions to them, borrowed their 
images and deſcriptions, and very often cited their very words, when 
recording any event or circumſtance that happened in the hiſtory of the 
perſons whoſe lives they were relating, provided it was ſimilar and pa- 
-rallel to one that happened in the times, or was deſcribed in the books 
of the antient prophets. | 


.» 
- 


4 Al for 


Chap. 11. 
for the infant's blood are now 
no more. | 

21 In obedience to the 
Feine command, therefore, 
he returned into che age of 
Iſrael. 
22 Being, however, in- 
formed that Archelaus was 
his ſucceſſour in the kingdom, 
he was afraid to approach 
Judea in conſequence, 
therefore, of a divine admo 
nition he retired to Galilee, 
23 and lived in a town 
called Nazareth—by this cir- 
cumſtance verifying the pre- 
_ dictions of the prophets, that 


the Meſſiah ſhould be brought | 
ed by him in Jordan, making 


up in a mean and inglorious 
enen 


CHAP. III. 


URING the time 
that Jeſus lived in 
this private retreat, John the 


Baptiſt made his appearance, 


publiſhing this ſolemn pro- 
clamation in the wilderneſs of 
Judea, 

2 © Repent, for the king- 
dom of the Mefliah 1 18 Juſt at 
hand!“ 

.. 3: S016. chat extraordi- 
nary perſon, who is deſcribed 
in a paſſage of the prophet 
Eſaiah in theſe words, Hark 
the voice of a public crier in 


by MATTHEW. 


8 
the wilderneſs, Prepare a way 
for the Meſſiah, make an eaſy 
path for his facred epa! 

4 John affected great plain- 
neſs in his dreſs, and great 
ſimplicity and auſterity of 
manners, wearing a gar- 
ment made of camels hair, 
tied with a girdle of leather, 
and his food was locuſts and 
wild honey. 

5 Immediately upon this 
public. proclamation there 
flocked to him vaſt crowds 
from Jeruſalem, and from all 


Judea, and all the adjacent. 


country of Jordan, | 
6 and they were all baptiz- 


penitent conteſſion of their. 
ſins. | a 
Inn that vaſt concourſe 
that reſorted to his baptiſm 
were mingled great numbers 
of Phariſees and Sadducees, 
perſons of the moſt abandon- 
ed principles and characters 
Vat the ſight of whom John 
broke out into this exclama- 
tion, O profligate and hypo- 
critical wretches, who admo- 
niſned you to ſhun the im- 
pending calamities 5? 5 
8 It you come hither as 
profeſſed penitents, ſhow the 
ſincerity and genuineneſs of 
your repentance by agood life: 
'9 And do not value your- 
ſelves upon having Abraham 


John refers to 85 destruction of Jeruſalem 1 in this and the 10th and 
. 


22th verſes. 


for 


— 


6 


Abraham, who ſhall inherit 


to the fire. | | 
11 | baptize you indeed] 
only with water in order to 
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for your great | progenitor, | 
for God is 'able even from, 


theſe ſtones to form a race of 
men infinitely more worthy of 


his virtues, and whoſe lives 
ſhall reflect dignity upon his 
character. 

10 The ax is this moment 
lying at the tree's root 
Every tree that doth not bear 

ood fruit, is immediately to 
be cut down, and thrown in- 


repentance; but my ſucceſ- 
ſour is a perſonage of in- 
finitely greater dignity, to 
whom I am not worthy to 
do the meaneſt ofice—he will 
baptize you with the holy 
ſpirit and with fire ®. 

12 With his fan he will 
winnow and thoroughly clear 
his crops, will collect and 
carefully depoſit the good 
grain in his ftorehouſe, but 


the chaff he will burn up and 
utterly conſume with fire un- | 


quenchable. 


113 Ar that time Jeſus | 


alſo takes a journey from Ga- 
lilee to Jordan, and deſires 
John to adminiſter the office 


FI sus Chap. iv. 

14 But John refuſed his 
requeſt, alledging that he 
himſelf ought rather to be 
baptized by a perſon of ſueh 
ſuperiour dignity and emi- 
nence. | . 

15 To theſe remonſtrances 
Jeſus replied, It is neceſ- 
ſary for me to be initiated by 
this ceremony into my public 
miniſtry, and incumbent up- 
on me to ſet before men an 
example of univerſal virtue“ 
pon this John admitted 
him. 3 5 } 
16 Jeſus, therefore, being 
baptized ca.ue immediately 
out of the water — and be- 
hold! the heavens opened 
over his head, and the ſpirit 
of God deſcended with the 
rapidity of a dove, and reſted 
upon him. * 

17 And at the ſame time 
a voice iſſued from the parted 
clouds ſaying, This is my 
beloved Son, the amiable ob- 
ject of my affection ! 


Ke. IV. 
1 QOON after this Jeſus 
_ DS was thrown into a pro- 
phetic trance, and was in a 
viſion tranſported into the 
wilderneſs to be tempted by 


of baptiſm to him, 


„ See Acts bi, 4, 4. 
1 All this paffage 


the devil „ 


2 where, 


= 


ge in Chriſt's hiſtory from the firſt Verſe to the 12th 


is the narrative of a viſion. The antient prophets relate viſionary re- 
reſentations as hiſtorical facts; and the being carried by the ſpirit ans 


d by the fpirit are phraſes that very often occur in the prop 


ets, an 


fignify 


Chap. iv. 
2 where, after having faſt- 
ed forty days and forty nights, 
and being excruciated wi 
hunger "Ih > 
3 the tempter,, as he 
thought, came to him and 
ſaid, *©* Since thou art the ſon 
of God, convert theſe ſtones 
into bread.” 

4 To whom Jeſus replied 
in the words of Scripture, 
„ The animal life of man 
may be ſuſtained not by food 
only, but by any other means 
that the will of God ſhall fee 

roper to appoint *.”* ; 
i 5: The — then, he 
thought, conveyed him thro? 
the air to Jeruſalem, and 
placed him on one of the bat- 
tlements of the temple', | 

6 and ſaid to him, ** Since 
thou art the Meſſiah throw 


* 


| thyſelf down; for the Scrip- 


ture ſays, Angels ſhall be 
appointed to protect thee, 
they ſhall ſupport thee, and 
prevent thee from being 
daſhed in pieces.” 2 

7 Jeſus replied, There 
is another ſcripture which ſays, 
Thou ſhalt not inſult God's 
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8 The devil then, he 
thought, tranſported him to 
the ſummit of a mountain of 
prodigious height, and ſhew- 
ed him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and all the ſplen- 
dour and magnificence of 
them: = 
then turned to him and. 
ſaid, All theſe extenſive 
and populous countries I will 
give thee, if thou wilt pro- 
ſtrate thyſelf, and pay me 
religious adoration,” 

10 To which propoſal 


| Jeſus anſwered with indig- 


— « Thou wicked ad- 
verſary | depart from me 
Ayr the inſpired word of 
truth ſays, Thou ſhalt wor- 
ſhip and obey no other being 
but the ſupreme God and 
governour of all.“ 

11 Upon this, he thought, 
the devil left him, and that 
angels came and ſupplied him 
with refreſhment. 4 85 

$—12 Wren Jeſus was 
informed that John was im- 
priſoned, he retired into 
Galilee ; | 

13 and leaving Nazareth, 


Providence by ruſhing into 
danger: 


he reſided in Capernaum, a 


ſignify an ideal and ſcenical exhibition of images upon the mind of 


the entranced prophet, 

Lib. 3. 146—173 
* As in the 

xix. 8. bs 


See a fimilar inſtance to this in Virgil Æneid 


| e of Moſes, Exod. xxiv. 18. and of Elijah, 1 Kings 


! Of what a ſtupendous height this was ſee Joſeph. Ant. 19. Lib. 15. 


Ch. 11. $5. See alſo Srrabo, 
p- 121. Reimar. 


B 


p. 762. Paris. and Dion Caffius, Tom. I. 


4 maritime 


8 
maritime town in the con- 
fines of Zabulon and Neph- 
thalim. | 

14 So that to the reſi- 
dence of the Meſſiah in this 
country one may with great 
propriety adapt the following 
paſſage in the prophet Efaiah, 
15 O thou country of Za- 
bulon and Nephthalim, ſeat- 
ed on the ſea ſhore beyond 
Jordan; thou Galilee on the 
borders of the Heathens, 

16 thine inhabitants, who 
1 had long been involved in 
10 darkneſs, ſaw at once the 
1 chearing beams of divine 
light burſt upon them, which 


the ſhades of that denſe and 
uncomfortable obſcurity that 
once covered them.” 

il 17 Here it was that Jeſus 
flirt entered upon his public 
miniſtry, and began openly to 
1 exhort men to repent and re- 
it form their lives, aſſuring 
14 them that the kingdom of the 
Fi Meſſiah would very ſoon be 
Fl erected. f 

7 $—18 As Jeſus was walk- 
| ing along the ſea ſhore of Ga- 
lilee, he ſaw two brothers, 


. > > OS 02s ADE pt” 


(afterwards called Peter) and 

Andrew, who were fiſhermen, 

and happened then to be caſt- 
ing a net into the ſea, 
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diſpelled from thy regions, 


whoſe names were Simon 


Chap. iv. 
19 he ſaid to them, Fol- 
low me, and I will teach you 
an higher and nobler occupa- 
tion, not to catch fiſnes, but 
men *. 3 | 
20 Upon this invitation, 
they left their nets immedi- 
ately, and followed him. 

21 Advancing farther he 
ſaw two other brothers, John 
and James, the Sons of Ze- 
bedee, who were now with 
their father in the veſſel, 
mending their nets them he 
alſo invited co this great and 
important office. 

22 And they in like man- 
ner immediately left their fa- 
ther and the veſſel, and obey- 
ed his authoritative call. 

23 Attended with theſe 
perſons Jeſus travelled over 
all Galilee, inſtructing men 
in the places appointed for 
public worſhip, and every 
where proclaiming the good 
news of the ſpeedy erection 


of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 


and healing every diſeaſe and 
diſtemper with which the in- 
habitants of that country were 
c 

24 The fame, therefore, 
of his miraculous cures was 
ſoon divulged thro? all Syria, 
and they brought to him from 


all parts fick and diſeaſed per- 
ſons labouring under a variety 


" that is, recover a degenerate world from vice and miſery, 


of 


Chap. v. 
of the moſt obſtinate and in- 
curable diſtempers even of 
mad, lunatic, and paralytic 
caſes and he inſtantaneouſly 
reſtored them all to perfect 
eaſe and health. 

25 And vaſt crowds fol- 
lowed him out of Galilee, 
and Decapolis, and Jeruſa- 
lem, and Judea, and out of 
the countries beyond the Jor- 
dan. | 


CHAP. V. 


\ 


TC 'EEING ſuch a nume. 


rous concourſe of peo- 
ple around him, he aſcend- 
ed a mountain, and ſitting 
down, his diſciples collected 
themſelves in a body near his 
. 

2 He then with great ſo- 
lemnity inſtructed them in the 
doctrines. of his religion in 
the following — 4 

3 Happy are thoſe who are 
endowed with true humility 
for ſuch are properly diſ- 
poſed for the „ of the 
goſpel. 

' 4 Happy are thoſe who 
lament with unfeigned con- 
.trition the vices and errors of 
their paſt lives—for they ſhall 
be comforted with the chear- 

a ing promiſes of the goſpel. 


n demoniac and mad were among the Jews ſynonymous terms : 


ö 
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;5 Happy are thoſe who 
are poſſeſſed with a mild and 
inoffenſive diſpoſition — for 
they ſhall be enriched with 
the greateſt happineſs this 
world can furniſh *. 

6 Happy are thoſe whoſe 
minds are inflamed with a 
ſacred ardour to ' attain uni- 
verſal virtue - their enlarged 
and S deſires ſhall be 
ſatisfied. 

7 Happy are thoſe who 


are truly campaſſionate and 


charitable - that benevolence 
which they expreſs towards 


their fellow creatures ſhall 


be abundantly eee 
to them. 

8 Happy are the Gncerely 
virtuous—they - ſhall be ad- 
mitted to the bliſsful viſion 
of Gd. 

9 Happy are thoſe who 
conſtantly ſtudy to promote 


| harmony and peace among 


mankind—they ſhall be cal- 
led the Sons of God. 

10 Happy are thoſe who 
ſuffer perſecution for Religion 
and the rights of conſcience 
with inflexible patience and 
fortitude — their victorious 
conſtancy ſhall be compen- 
ſated with a ſuperior degree 
of future bleſſedneſs. 


r 


for a 


proof of this ſee John x. 20. Be is poſſiſſed with a demon and is mad. 
o Inheriting the earth ſeems to have been a n among the Jews de- 


noting all * in — 


11 Happy 


10 


11 Happy are you, when 
your unſhaken attach- 
ment to my religion men 
ſhall offer you every inſult 
and indignity, ſhall load you 
with odious names and inju- 
Nous reproaches, and when 
their implacable virulence 
againſt you ſhall be ſuch as 


hall prompt them knowing- 


ly to violate the moſt ſacred 
truth in aſperſing your mo- 
ral characters and profeſ- 
ſion. 

12 Amidſt ſuch perſecut- 
ing rage and violence inſtead 
of being dejected and diſ- 


pirited, exult in unbounded 
tranſports of joy and triumph, 
for heaven will beſtow a glo- 
rious palm upon your con- 
ſtancy the moſt eminent of 
the prophets underwent the 
ſame cruel ſufferings and per- 
ſecutions to which you will 

be ſubjected, | 
13 You, who are ane to 


commence the public teach- 


ers of my religion, ought to 


be the falt of the earth to 


preſerve it from corruption: 


you ought therefore to exer- 
ciſe the greateſt vigilance over 
your moral characters and 
conduct: for with what face 
can you reprove men for their 
vices if you are guilty of the 
ſame—you will loſe your uſe- 


fulneſs, and will render _ 
ſelves the moſt worthle 
deſpicable of men, 
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14 You I ſhall commiſſion 
and appoint to diffuſe the 
light of the goſpel among 
mankind —upon you there- 
fore the preachers of this new 
diſpenſation the eyes of men 
will be fixed, and your con- 
duct can no more be hid from 


the inſpection of men than a 


city erected on the ſummit of 
an hill. 

15 As a lamp is placed on 
ſome conſpicuous eminence 
that all the houſe may enjoy 
its uſeful light, 

16 fo in like manner let 
your examples ſhine before 
men with that pure and ſa- 
cred luſtre, that all who are 
witneſſes of your daily con- 
verſation, ſeeing the genuine 
piety and integrity of your 
lives, may be powerfully ex- 
cited to embrace your reli- 
gion and glorify your hea- 
venly father. 

17 Do not think that the 
deſign of my coming into the 


world is to abrogate the law 


of Moſes, and the prophets 
—l am only come to ſupply 
their deficiencies, and to give 
mankind a more complete 
and perfect ſyſtem ot morals. 

18 For I tell you that the 
precepts of morality are of 
eternal and immutable obli- 
gation, and their power and 


| efficacy ſhall never be relax- 
djed or annulled, while the 
7 warld endures. 


19 Whoſoever 


Chap. . 

19 Whoſoever, therefore, 
ſhall attempt, in his public 
inftructions* to - releaſe men 


from their obligations to” the 
molt trivial branch of moral 


duty, loſes all pretenſions to 


the character of a well in- 
ſtructed, chriſtian. But who- 
ſoever ſhall ſtrenuouſly incul- 
cate the injunctions of mora- 
lity, and his life be an orna- 
ment to his inſtructions, this 
erſon ſhall be accounted to 
ve reflected the greateſt 
| honour upon my religion. 
20 For I aſſure you, un- 
leſs by the ſuperiour holineſs 
of your lives you do greater 
honour to the Chriſtian, than 
the Scribes and Phariſees do 
to the Jewiſh, religion, you 
will not be deemed proper | 
ſubjects of the Meſſiah's king- 
dom. 
21 How far my religion 
15 deſigned to exalt and dig- 
nity human nature, and to 
advance morality to a purity 
and ſublimity unknown to 
former diſpenſations, learn 
from the following inſtances 
Tou know that God pro- 


hibited murder to the antient 


Jews under pain of death. 


? The ads gment od council were 
The 


but & uniſhments. 
court, 4 inflicted greater. 


denotes the loweſt 
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| 22 But I ſay to You that 
whoever ſhall indulge cauſe- 


les and unprovoked reſent- 
ment againſt his chriſtian bro- 


| ther, ſhall be puniſhed with 


a ſeverity ſimilar to what is 
inflicted by the court of judg- 
ment—he who ſhall ſuffer his 
paſſions to tranſport him ta 
greater extravagancies, ſo ag 
to make his chriſtian brother 
the object of deriſion and con- 
tempt, ſhall be expoſed to a 
puniſhment ili ſeverer, cor- 
reſponding to what the coun- 
cil impoſeth — But he who 
ſhall load his fellow chriſtian 
with odious names and abu- 
five language, ſhall incur the 
ſevereſt degree of all puniſh- 
ments, adequate to that of 
being burnt alive in the val- 
ley of Hinnom ?.- 
23 For ſuch is the amiable 
temper anddiſpoſitionI would 
have my followers to culti- 
vate, that if any of you are 
going immediately to per- 
rm an act of religious wor- 
ſhip, and happen, juſt before 
the time, to recollect that 
you have offended your bro- 
ther by ſome part of your 


By im 
are the different degrees of aten puni 
egree ; the coutcil an Higher : the walley ef Hinnom the 
W See * introd. biblic. Vol. i. * 


conduct towards him; 


courts of zudicargs among. the Jews. 


12 1 took * of common petty caſes, and could inflict 
p. The council was à more auguſt and venerable 


taken —.— Noſe wiſh courts 


ent repreſented 


he judgment 


24 heſitate 


riſe, are often dreadful and 


adverſary, before he proceed 


forbeareſt to ſoften his anger 


he will inflict upon you that 


open actions, is in his mind ö 
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24 heſitate not a moment 
— leave your public devo- 
tions unperformed — fly to 
thy brother — be reconciled 
to him—let all differences be 


of JESUS Chap. v.. 
| guilty of the crime of adul- 
reny to 7 i 7] 1 

29 For ſuch is the chaſtity 
and purity, which the chriſ- 
tian law indifpenſably re- 


compoſed, and mutual har- 
moriy be perfectly reſtored, 
and then approach God's 
houſe—otherwiſe all thy ſo- 
lemn public addreſſes to him 
will be repulſed. | 


25 The conſequences of | 


mens violent reſentments, it 
not prevented in their farſt 


deplorable. Endeavour there- 
fore, by the moſt mild and 
conciliating manners to ſof- 
ten and allay the fury of an 


to the moſt unhappy extre- 
mities. 45.771 542 

26 If thou art too proud 
to make any conceſſions, and 


by lenity and condeſcenſion, 


miſery, which by an early 
reconciliation you might have 
prevented—but from which 
you will not eſcape, till you 
— fully glutted his re- 
enge 2 0 5 
$—27 You know the law 
prohibits adultery : _ 
28 But I tell you, that 
whaeyer looks upon a wo- 
man with libidinous thoughts 
and deſires, tho? his inclina- 
tions are not produced into 


quires, that every carnal ap- 
petite, which gratified would 
lead men to ſin and everlaſt- 
ing perdition, muſt be ſub- 
dued, with whatever reluc- 
tance it is done. : 
30 Every vice, therefore, 
to which a man hath long 
been habituated, and for 
which by. repeated indul- 
| gence he hath contracted the 
ſtrongeſt inclinations, muſt” 
be eradicated from the mind, 
tho? the expulſion of it ſhould 
be with the ſame torture and 
regret that the cutting out an 
eye, or the taking. off an 
hand, would occaſion. 
31 On ſeveral accounts you 
know alſo that the law per- 
mitted divorces. N 
32 But I fay unto you, that 
whoſoever ſhall repudiate his 
wife, except for adultery, is 
highly criminal, in both cauſ- 
ing her, whom he hath thus 
| diſmiſſed, and him, who 
may afterwards marry her, to 
be guilty of adultery. 
$—33 Acain, the law 
deterred” men from perjury. 
by declaring the indiſpenſa- 
ble obligation of thoſe oaths, 
for the performance of which 
they had ſolemnly appealed 
500,75 EY OS” 


r 


34 But 


Chap. v. 

34 But I command you to 
refrain from all oaths what- 
ſoe ver — to make no direct 
appeals to heaven, ſince that 
is in effect invoking God to 
be witneſs of your appeals 


'&& MaT 
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tempers and diſpoſitions,” to 
endow them with a different 
ſpirit, and to teach them ra- 
ther to ſubmit to 1njurious 
treatment, than roquite it we 


fince heaven is his throne. 

35 Neither ſwear by the 
earth, ſince his is ſwearing 

his footſtool — nor by Je- 
ruſatern; ſince this likewiſe is 
ſwearing by him who hath; 
fixed his temple. and ods, 
_— 1 1. | 

36 Neither ſwear by thine 
10 for this is alſo an indi- 
rect appeal to the great Crea- 
tour, whoſe original eſta- 
bliſned laws: thy will and 

ower cannot alter in the 
leaſt inſtance in even chang- 
ing a ſingle hair of thine head 
into white or black. 

37 But let your converſa- 
tion be conducted with the 
greateſt plainneſs and inno- 
cence—uling only a ſimple 


affirmation, or denial — for 


all ſuperfluous aſſeverations 
are neither innocent, nor flow 


from a good principle. 


$—38 Taz law likewiſe 
gave a ſanction to the reta- 
hation of evil, and awarded, 


That he whe: had inflicted 


any injury upon the perſon. 


of another, ſhould ſuffer the 


* 


ſame injury in his own. 


39 But the goſpel 18 de- | 


* Sylla's Epitaph was this. 


revenge. ; 

40 Chriſtianiry alſo re. 
quires you rather to recede 
from your right in {mall mat- 
ters than contend for it in 
litigious and nn law- 
ſuits. 
41 And [mhoſbeees ſhall 
compel you by threats or 
violence to. carry a burden 
for him a- mile, rather ſub- 
mit to his unreaſonable de- 
mands and go two, than ſuf- 


ted into a fit of vehement 
paſſion and rage, and by fury 
and violence diſhonour the 
genuine principles of your 
religion. 

442 | Cheriſh the Kinde af- 
fections towards your fellow 
creatures — refuſe not your 
charity and aſſiſtance to thoſe 
who ſolicit it from you, and 


thoſe, who are under a ne- 
ceſſity of borrowing. 

$—43 FINALLY, the law 
inculcated upon men the love 
of their neighbours, but al- 
iowed them to hate their ene- 


mies J. 
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44 But 


13 


| igned to harmonize mens 


ter yourſelves to be tranſpor- 


be not unwilling to lend to 


fall, upon good and bad, with- 


no more than what even the 
moſt profligate wretches do. a 8 


perfect character of the Deity. 


the object of your imitation, 
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44 But the Chriſtian reli- 
gion inſiſts upon a different 
temper and conduct, and re- 
quires its profeffors to love 
their enemies to ſpeak well 
of thoſe, who load us with 
execrations—to do friendly 
offices to thoſe, who diſcover 
the greateſt malevolence to- 
a | | us, and to return the 
calumnies and abuſe of thoſe, 
who injuriouſſy aſperſc and 
perſecute us, with prayer. 
45 By the culture of theſe 
benevolent principles which 
my religion enjoins, you will, 
in the higheſt degree, of which 
your natures are capable, aſ- 
ſimilateyourſelves to the Di- 
vine character, who riakes his 
ſun to riſe, and his rain to 


2 — 


out diſtinction. 
46 For where is your me- 
rit in loving thoſe, whom 
you are perſuaded will re- 
turn your love? —Perions off 
the moſt abandoned cha- 
racters act in this manner. 
47 And what ſuperiour vir- 
tue do you diſplay in laviſn- 
ing your benevolence only 
upon your friends? — This is 


48 But it is incumbent upo 
2 to riſe to higher and no 

ler attainments in all moral 
excellence, and to make th 


Chap. vi. | 
conſtantly endeavouring to 
acquire as near a reſemblance 
to is conſummate -benevo- 
lence and goodneſs, as the 
imperfection of your natures 
Will admit. | 
CC HAP. vi _ 
1 IN the diſtribution of 
charity ſhun all oſten- 
tation for if your benefi- 


cence be founded in nothi 


better than a deſire to attra 
the notice of mankind, it will 
not be rewarded by your 
heavenly father. 6 36,1 
2 When you therefore re- 
lieve perſons in diſtreſs, do 
not imitate; the vain parade, 
which hypocrites uſually af- 
fect, in ordering a trumpeter 
to walk before them, and to 
make a proclamation in the o- 
3 in places of re- 
igious worſhip, that you are 
gol to give away ſuch a 
ſum in publick charity ſuch 
a conduct may gain the ap- 
plauſe of men, which is 1ts 
great and ſole object, but the 
-approbation of God it will 
never ſecure. | 
3 But let thy charity be 
given in ſilence and ſecreſy, 
and thy left hand be a ſtran- 
ger to the kindneſs that thy 
right hand is diſpenſing. 
4 For tho' thy liberality 
eſcapes the notice of men, 


yet an omniſcient God isa 
witneſs 


Chap. vi. 
witneſs of it: and thoſe acts 
of compaſſion, which thou 
concealeſt from the world, 
will one day be proclaimed 
in the moſt public manner. 
$—5 In your addreſſes to 
God guard againſtthoſe oſten- 
tatious airs of devotion which 
hypocrites aſſume in order 
to be admired as mirrours o 
heavenly-mindedneſs; ; ſtand- 
ing up and praying in the 
moſt conſpicuous places inthe 
nagogues, and utteripgloud 
a of an affected piety at 
the corners of crowded ſtreets, | 
merely to attract mens atten- 
tion — The gratification of 
their vanity from a deluded 
multitude ſhall be the only 
reward they ſhall receive. 

6 But when thou prayeſt, 
withdraw from the view of 
the world —ſhut thyſelf 'up 
in privacy and 'filence—and 
with a devout heart and fer- 
vent affections pour out thy 
devotions to that Being who 
is preſent with thee in all thy 
retirements, and who will by 
the general reſurregion pu 
lickly reward the ſilent 558 


cerity of thy undiſſembled 


Piety. 

7 Think not the deſign 
of prayer is by the dint of 
importunity to teaze the 
Deity into a compliance with 

our requeſts—Carefully avoid 
therefore the errour of the 
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eſt thy glory 


heathens who think that the 


15 
ſupreme Being can be pre- 
valle upon 'S, enthuſiaſtic 
clamours, and a conſtant 
unvaried repetition of noiſy 
expreſſions. 

8 Imitate not in the ex- 
erciſes of devotion, a con- 
duct ſo erroneous and ab- 
ſurd: for the indulgent Pa- 
rent of mankind perfectly 
knows your ſtate and con- 
dition, and the r $ that 
will be moſt proper for you 
before you ſolicit him to bee 
ſtow them. 

9 In order 'to guard you 
nen miſtakes in this impor- 
tant concern Twill tprop6ſe d the 
following as a model f TEE 
devotions —O Thou g 
governour and parent o wn 
verſal nature who manifeſt- 
to the bleſſed in- 
habjtants of heaven—may all 
thy rational creatures in all 
the parts of thy boundleſs 
dominion de h in the 
knowledge of thy exiſtence 


and providence, and cele- 
brate thy perfections in a 
manner moſt worthy thy na- 


ture and * of their 
on! 

10 May the glory of thy 
moral government be ad- 
vanced, and the great laws 
of it be more generally obey- 
ed May the inhabitants of 
this world pay as chearful a 


ſubmiſſion and as conſtant an 


obedience to thy will, as the 
happy 
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happy ſpirits do in the regi- 
ons of immortality g- 
11 As thou haſt hitherto 
moſt mercifully ſupplied our 
wants, deny us not the ne- 
ceſſaries and conveniences of 
life, while thou art pleaſed 
to continue us in it : 
12 Pardon the numerous 
errours and ſins, which we 
have been guilty of towards 
thee; as we freely forgive 
and eraſe from our hearts the 
injuries that our fellow crea- 
tures have done to us 
13 Suffer no temptation 
to aſſault us too powerful for 
the frailty of our natures and 
the imperfection of our vir- 
tue — but in all our trials may 
thine almighty aid interpoſe 
and reſcue us from vice and 
ruin Theſe requeſts we ad- 
dreſs unto thee, for thou art 
poſſeſſed of power which 
enables thee to ſuccour, and 
of goodneſs, which diſpoſes 
thee to befriend all thy crea- 
tures—and theſe thy glorious 
perfections will continue im- 
mutable, and be the ob- 
jects of praiſe and adoration 
throughout all the ages of 
eternity! Amen! 

14 Obſerve, that in this 


* 


prayer I make your forgive- 


of IJxsus Chap. vi. 


neſs of others the condition 


| of the divine forgiveneſs: for 


if you pardon the crimes and 
offences of your fellow crea- 


tures, the divine mercy will 


forgive you. 


15 But if you addreſs God 


with a mind full of irrecon- 


cileable enmity againſt your 
brethren for the faults and 
foibles they have been guilty 


of towards you, the prayers | 


you offer will in Iike manner 
be repulſed, and God will 
not pardon the crimes you 
have committed againſt him. 

$—16 Wuxx you keepa re- 
ligious faſt, guard againſt that 
affected gloom and melancholy 


which hypocrites aſſume on 
ſuch an occaſion — for they 
diſtort and charge their fea- 


tures with ſolemn and ſancti- 
monious grimace, that men 
may be ſtruck with admi- 


ration at the religious auſte- 


rities they practiſe But be 
aſſured that the praiſe of men 
ſhall be the only reward they 
ſhall acquire. Aa 

17 On the contrary, when 


you faſt, . ſtudy no ſingulari- 


ties of look and gait, but ap- 
pear among men in your uſu- 


al dreſs and chearfulneſs. 


» 
— 


* Emveoioy agrov fignifies common neceſſaries through ſubſequent life. 
Emizons nuss the ſubſequent day, Plutarch Cato Jun. p. 1451 Edit. 


Steph. an 


* 8 ; 


Acts vii. 26. We learn from Ariſtophanes that it was cuſ- 
| N for the Athenian ladies to ſwear, „u emo ay n α,ꝭj. Ariltoph, 
LAN. p. 690. Edit. Amſtel. 1670, & Faber in loc. 
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18 Studying to recom: 
mend yourſelves not to men 
but to God, before whoſe 
eye all the receſſes of the ſoul 
are open, and who will pub- 
lickly reward ſincere virtue, 


tho? exerciſed in the moſt ob- 


ſcure retreat. | 

819 My religion is de- 
ſigned to raiſe mens affections 
to higher and nobler objects 
than this world furniſhes. 
Strive not, therefore, with 
infinite care and anxiety to 
accumulate immenſe treaſures 
of earthly riches, which are 
perpetually liable to many 
accidents, and which are in 
their nature tranſitory and 


periſhing. * 


20 But let it be your prin- 
cipal concern to acquire ce- 
leſtial riches which no cala- 
mities can poſſibly injure, or 
eternity itſelf ever exhauſt. 

21 It is of the greateſt im- 
portance that your affections 
be properly placed, for the 
mind is ſoon governed by its 
predominant inclinations, and 
where the treaſure is, there 
the heart 1s centered. 

22 Reaſon is to the ſoul, 
what the eye 1s to the body 
If thy reaſon be preſerved. 
ſtrong and clear, thy moral 
diſpoſitions will be maintain- 
ed in their proper harmony 
and order. 

23 But if the eye of reaſon 
be ſuffuſed with prejudice, or 
injured by vice, all thine in- 

Vo. I. 
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tellect owers will be loſt 
intheſhades of errour. Should 
t aſon itſelf, therefore, be 


thus obſcured, in what dread- 
ful darkneſs muſt thy whole 
mind be involved! 

24 As it is impoſſible for 
a ſervant to love two maſters 
of quite different diſpoſitions 
and tempers with equal af- 
fection, for one will neceſſa- 
rily be the object of his eſ- 
teem and regard, and the 
other of his averſion and con- 
tempt - ſo no perſon can at the 
ſame time be a truly religious 
and good chriſtian, while his 
heart is enſlaved to ſordid ava- 
rice and worldly-mindednelſs. 
25 I command you, there- 
fore, ro ſuppreſs all immo- 
derate deſires of earthly plea- 
fures and indulgencies, and 
not to be ſollicitous and un- 
ealy how you ſhall gratify 
your appetites - what re- 
paſts will give you the moſt 
pleature —— what liquors 
the moſt exquiſite ſenſations 
—and what apparel will add 
the moſt elegance and grace 
to your perſons For is not 
life of infinitely greater worth 
than all the refinements of 
luxury, and a good conſti- 
tution of unſpeakable greater 
value than the moſt ſumptu- 
ous robes | | 

26 Contemplate the fowls 
—they have no fields to ſow, 
no crops to reap, no- barns 


to fill—and yet the great pa- 
| C 


rent 
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rent of nature ſupplies them 
with food—Since then the 
fowls make no anxious pro- 
viſion for themſelves, ought 
ye, whom God hath formed 
rational and intelligent be- 
. ings, to debaſe the ſuperiour 
dignity of your nature by a 
reſtleſs paſſion for ſenſual en- 
joyments? 15 

27 Such anxiety is as ab- 
ſurd as it is impious for by 
the exertion of all your care 
you cannot add a moment to 
the original period aſſigned 
to human life. hes 

28 Survey with attention 
the lillies of the field, and 
learn from them how unbe- 
coming it is for rational 
creatures to cheriſh a ſolici- 
tous paſſion for gaiety and 
dreſs—for they ſuſtain no la- 
bour, they employ no cares 
to adorn themſelves : 

29 and yet are cloathed 
with ſuch inimitable beauty, 
as the richeſt monarch, in the 
richeſt dreſs, never equalled. 

30 Since then God laviſhes 
ſuch a variety of ſtriking co- 
lours upon a tranſient, ſhort: | 
lived flower; ought ye, who. 
are creatures ſo highly exalt- 
ed in the ſcale of being, to. 
diſtruſt divine providence ? 

31 Cheriſh not, therefore, 


of JtsuUs 
ſhall I drink! what ſhall 1 


wear! 

32 Theſe are enquiries, 
that are perpetually corrod- 
ing the minds of Heathens, 
but ought not to prey 
upon Your happinels, ſince 
God knows that you require 
the common comforts and 
neceſſaries of life, but expects 


aſpire after nobler purſuits. 

33 For let it be your prin- 
cipal ſtudy and concern to 
approve yourſelves the vir- 


tuous ſubjects of God's mo- j | 


ral government—and his pro- 
vidence will not be wanting 
to ſupply you with the other 
inferiour bleſſings that reſpect 
the body. | 

34 Brood not, therefore, 
over futurity with anxious 
deſponding thoughts. 
futurity take care of itſelf— 
the miſeries of the preſent 
day are enough withour our 
adding to them by anticipat- 
ing evils that are future. 


CHAP vi. 


I B not prone to cenſure 
9 others, leſt you pro- 
voke God to judge you with 
the like ſeverity. 


ſuch uneaſy thoughts as theſe| 


2 For the fame meaſures 


Tote 118%, Ty” voy £71 Yeo'cy evOeouy nCus Tipreutb. Mimnernus 
apud EAEY #8 64 Fly. Edit. Oxon. P · 8. i 
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Chap. vii. 
— What ſhall I eat! what 


you, under the goſpel, to 


Let 


2 ſupreme juſtice retaliate it 
with like mercy or rigour. 


not eſcape while at the ſame 


others to reformation and 


= Chap. vii. 
that you keep 1n your treat- 
ment of others, the ſame mea- 
ſures will God, at the lait 
day, ſtrictly obſerve in bis 
conduct towards you — for 
according as you judge men 
with lenity or cruelty, ſo will 


3 Why is thine eye fixed 
upon thy brother's conduct 
with a penetration, that the 
ſlighteſt fault and foible can- 


time thou thyſelf art guilty 
of moſt heinous enormities ? 


4 With what face canſt 
thou reprove, and exhort 


amendment, when thine own 
life is a notorious ſatyr upon 
thine inſtructions? | 
5 Firſtleave off, hypocrite, 
thy ſhameful courſes — and 
then gravely remonſtrate a- 
gainſt the venial imperfec- 
trons of thy neighbours. 
6 Let your admonitions be 
ever dictated by prudence— 
for to rebuke thoſe, whom 
you have reaſon to believe are 
obſtinate and incorrigible, is 
unneceſſarily expoſing your 
perſon to infult, and your in- 
ſtructions to contempt *®. | 
7 Theſe are the duties wh'ch 
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the goſpel requires of you, 


19 
but in order to the diſcharge 
of them invoke divine aſſiſ- 
tance which will not be de- 
nied to your ſincere and vir- 
tuous endeavours to obtain 
W | | 

8 For the fervent prayers 
of every good perſon to the 


| father of wiſdom to aid and 


ſtrengthen his imperfect vir- 
tue will not be rejected. 

9 Learn from parental 
tenderneſs the indulgent diſ— 
poſition of the ſupreme father 
towards his dependent crea- 


tures For is there any man, 


however abandoned and de- 
praved, who, when his ſon. 
aſks him for the neceſſaries 
of life, will give him ſome- 


thing that is uſeleſs or hurt- 


ful? for example, when his 
child crics for bread, will give 
him a ſtone, | ES 
10 or a ſerpent—when he 
deſires a fiſh. 
11 If, therefore, parents 
of the very worſt characters 
give to their children what is 


proper and uſeful for them 


—how much more will the 
moſt kind and compaſſionate 
Father of all, impart ſuitable 
favours and bleſſings to his 
ſupplicants. | 
12 In fine, make the con- 
dition of your fellow crea- 


© Qui pretium meriti ab improbis deſiderat, 
Bis peccat ; primum quoniam indignos adjuvat, 
Impune abirs deinde quia jam non poteſt. 
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cures | 
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tures your own, Hand behave 
to others in the ſame manner, 
as you would expect, if you 
were in their circumſtances, 
and they in 'yours—In this 
one moral maxim is virtually 
comprehended the whole ſyſ- 
tem of duty in the law and 
the prophets. | 

$ 13 ENTER into the 
ſtrait gate of virtue and chriſ- 
tianity—for the gate 1s wide, 
and the road ſpacious and 
ealy that conducts to perdi- 
_ tion—and the generality of 
mankind travel it. 

14 For the gate 1s narrow, 
and the road rough and dith- 
cult that leads to the goſpel 
and to life and ſuch 1s 
the degeneracy of Jews and 


Gentiles, that there are but 


few who will diſcover it. 
$—15 Bx ever cautious of 
being deluded by falſe teach- 
ers, who will practiſe every 
art to impoſe upon you, and 
aſſume the harmleſs inno- 
cence of the lamb to cover 
the inward treachery and ra- 
pacity of the wolf. 
16 But the infallible crite- 
rion of their characters is this 
—Inſpe&t their lives and acti- 
ons, and you cannot be de- 
ceived. The fruit diſcovers 
the true nature of the tree. 
Thorns -——_— not the ge- 


u ] am the way, the truth, and the LIE. 
ſponds to perdition i in the verſe before. 


Chap. vii. 


of JesuUs 
nerous grape——the thiſtle 
bears not the luſcious fig. 

17 A good tree bears good 
fruit—a bad tree, bad fruit. 

18 In the ſame manner, a 
good heart produces good 
actions—a bad heart, . wick- 
edneſs. 

19 And as the tree that 


bears worthleſs fruit, how- 


ever fair its form and beau- 


tiful its leaves, is cut down 


and burnt, ſuch will be 
the fatal deſtruction to which 
God will conſign the ſpecious 
hypocrite and ne 
ſinner. 


20 So that a man's actions 


are the true index of his heart, 
and the ſole infallible teſt of 
the goodneſs, or badneſs of 
it. 


ligion that will entitle men to 
future happineſs, but a ſin- 
cere obedience to the divine 
will, and an uniformly pious 
and virtuous conduct. 


22 Many at the day of 
judgment will thus ls 
me- Lord! did we not em- 
brace thy religion—did -we. 
not preach and inſtruct others 
in the doctrines and duties of 
did we not in conſe- 
quence of our profeſſion, per- 
torm the moſt ſtupendous | 


it 


Life in this * corre 


miracles, 


21 It is not an outward 
profeſſion of the chriſtian re- 


, 
* 
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miracles, and work the moſt 
aſtoniſhing cures. Are we 
not, therefore, thy true diſ- 
ciples—and wilt not thou be- 
ſtow upon us thoſe bleſſed 
rewards thou art now going 
to diſpenſe ? | 

23 But to theſe I will 
reply— Notwithſtanding 
your former perſuaſion of the 
truth of my religion, and the 
zeal you have ſhowed in aſ- 
ſerting and vindicating its 
doctrines yet you have diſ- 
graced it by an immoral life. 
Such as you I will never ap- 


prove as my genuine diſci- 


ples——Ye fintul and aban- 
doned creatures depart ! 


24 Theſe are the religious | 
and moral inſtructions of my 


goſpel—whoſoever, therefore, 
ſhall cordially embrace and 
practiſe them, may be com- 
Pare to a prudent and intel- 
igent perſon, who built his 
houſe upon a rock: 

25 which, when aſſaulted 
by the raging tempeſt, the 
impetuous torrent, or the fu- 
rious whirlwind, ſuſtains the 
ſhock—for it is founded on 
the unſhaken baſis of a rock. 

26 But him, who 1s per- 
ſuaded of the truth of chriſ- 
tianity, and yet lives in the 
open practice of the vices it 
condemns, I will compare to 
a fooliſh man, who builds an 
houſe upon the ſand. 

27 So that whenever the 
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ſtorms rage, or the floods 
ruſh, or the blaſts aſſail it; it 
ſinks, and falls in moſt dread 
ful ruins. | 
$—28 HERE Jeſus ended 
his diſcourſe—and the multi- 
rude ſtood fixed with admira- 
tion at the fublimity of his 
doctrineess 5 
29 for theſe inſtructions 
were delivered not in the 
cold and negligent manner 
of the Scribes but with a 
dignity and authority that 
ſpoke their divine original. 


CHAP. VIII. 


I AFTER this diſcourſe 
£ 3 he deſcended from 
the mountain—and” was re- 
ceived and followed by pro- 
digious crowds, . | 
2 When behold a wretched 
ſpectacle — a perſon cover- 
ed with leproſy approached, 
and falling proſtrate before 


him, faid, Sir, you have 


power to free me from this 
ſhocking diſeaſe, 

3 Jetus then extending his 
hand touched him, faying— 
I will reſtore thee to health— 
and inſtantly the leprous ſcurf 
no was more. 5 

4 Jeſus then ſtrictly charged 
the man by no means to di- 
vulge his miraculous cure, 
but to go immediately to the 
prieſt, and offer the uſual ſa- 
crifice; in order that the man 

3 might 


22 _ The Hiſtory 


might give publick and in- 
conteſtable evidence of his 
being really and perfectly 
—: 

$5 Wurd Jeſus had 
Juſt entered Capernaum, a 
Roman captain came to him, 
and accoſted him in theſe im- 

rreunate terms, ._. 

6 Sir, my ſervant hath juſt 
had a ſtroke of the palſy, and 
is now in my houſe in the 
moſt excruciating torture. 
l will immediately come, 

replied Jeſus, and heal him. 


8 Upon hearing this an- 


ſwer, the officer with great 
humility ſaid, Sir, I deem 
myſelf inworthy that a per- 
ſon of your illuſtrious dignity 
ſhould come under my roof 
one word, I am perſuaded, 
of your authoritative voice 
will ſpeak my ſervant into 
perfect caſe and health. 

9 For if I, who command 


a body of men in the Roman 


army, can, by a word, order 
my corps to any ſervice, and 
my orders are immediately 
obeyed ” - how much more 
muſt you, whom I believe to 
beinveſted with divinepower, 
by a word effect my ſervant's 
cure. 
10 Jeſus expreſſed amaze- 
ment at hearing ſuch a reply, 
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and turning to his followers 


ſaid— This Heathen hath done 
more honour to the dignity of 
my miſſion and character than 
any of the Jraeliles. 

11 But I aſſure you that 
great numbers of the Heathen 
nations, in the moſt diſtant | 
regions, ſhall embrace the 
goſpel, which the Jews re- 
Jet, and ſhall be incorporat- 
ed into that kingdom, whoſe 
eſtabliſnment they now ſo 
violently oppoſe. 

12 But they, to whom 
theſe advantages are firſt of- 
fered, ſhall on account of 
their inexcuſable incredulity FF 
and enormous vices be eject - 
ed from the bleſſings of chril- 
tianity, and the whole na- 
tion be doomed to the 


moſt dreadful calamities, that 


ever befel a people and coun- 
wy”, 
_ Jeſus then turned to 
the officer and told him that 
the divine power, with which 
he believed him to be en- 
dowed, was already exerted 
in the recovery of his ſervant 
—and at that very inſtant 
he found himſelf in perfect 
health. | x es 
$—14 Jzsvus afterwards re- 
tiring from the crowd went 
into Peter's houſe, and found 


» Agmen et ftare paratum et ſequi : — intentum ad ducis non /fgmm 


modo, ſed etiam nutum. 
x Fe refers to the deſtruction o 


Curtius, 1 
4 


80. Delph. 
eruſalem by the Romans. 


his 


his mother in law confined 
to her bed by a violent fe- 
ver. 1 

15 But he touched her 
hand— the fever left her ſhe 
roſe and provided for their 
refreſhment. 

16 In the evening the crowds 
collected again, and brought 
him many afflicted with mad- 
neſs but this and every o- 
ther diſtemper he inſtantane- 
ouſly removed by a word. 

17 By theſe miraculous 
cures accompliſhing the fol- 
lowing prediction of the pro- 
phet Iſaiah concerning him 
—“ Our maladies he healed, 
and expelled all the diſeaſes, 
with which our natures were 
oppreſſed. ?“ 

$—18 Bor when Jeſus 
found himſelf greatly incom- 
moded by the preſſing crowds, ! 
he ordered his diſciples to 
get a boat and ferry him 
over the lake. | 

19 While the boat was pre- 
paring, a ſcribe approached 
him, who deluded with the 
hopes of gaining preferment 
in his kingdom, thus addreſ: : 
fed him, Great teacher! I 
am determined to attend you 
wherever you go.” | 

20 To this ſpeech Jeſus 
replied, You egregiouſly err, 
if you imagine that I am go- 
ing to erect an earthly king- 
dom of pomp and magnifi- 
cence - ſo far from this that 


| 
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the beaſts of the field, and 
the fowls of the air are accom- 
modated with better and hap- 
pier conveniencies than the 
ſon of man. 

21 At that time alſo a- 
nother of his followers ſaid 
to him, Sir, I have formed 
deliberate reſolutions to fol- 


low you; only at preſent al- 


low me to g⁰ home to at- 


tend the funeral of my father 


and ſettle his effects. 

22 Jeſus ſaid to him 
From the moment you en- 
gaged in my cauſe, you were 
under an indiſpenſable obli- 


gation to renounce all con- 


nections with your earthly re- 
lations and fortunes. Let 
thoſe who are dead to all ſenſe 
of religion and virtue diſtract 


themſelves with ſordid cares 


but do you adhere to me, 
and diligently ſtudy the doc- 
trines and inſtructions of my 
rehgion. 

23 In the mean time the 
boat was. got ready, into which 
he paſſed, attended by his 
diſciples. | 

24 And being fatigued 
with the labours and duties 
of the day he ſoon ſunk into 


| deep ſleep—But behold, dur- 


ing his repoſe, it ſuddenly 
blew a dreadful ftorm—the 
ſea run high—and the waves 
laſhed over the ſides of the 
veſſel. | 
25 The diſciples, greatly 

"Ws alarmed 


24 
alarmed with their danger, 
awoke him, crying out Sir! 


ſave us! we are all periſhing ! 


26 Jeſus ſaid to them 
Why are ye ſeized with ſuch 
terrours —— how long will 
you diſtruſt thaſe miraculous 
powers, with which God hath 
endowed me He then ſtood 
up, and with a word repreſ- 
ſed the winds, and controul- 
ed the ſurges—and a calm 
immediately enſued. 

27 At leeing ſuch an a- 


mazing ſcene, the perſons, 


who were in the veſſel, were 
fixed in the laſt aſtoniſhment 
and ſaid What power is 
here exerted! What divine 
perſonage is this, whoſe man- 
date the winds and waves 


_ obey! 


$—28 O his landing in 
the country of the Gergeſe- 
nes, he was met by two mad- 
men, iſſuing from the ſub- 
terraneous vaults, where the 
people of that country depo- 
ſited their dead — Their diſ- 
order often inſtigated them 


to ſuch horrid acts of feroci- 


ty, that no body durſt tra- 
vel that road. 

29 At ſeeing Jeſus, whom 
they had heard of, they broke 
out into a loud vociferation, 
ſuch as their diſordered minds 
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dictated O Jeſus, ſon of 
God! what buſineſs haſt thou 
with us —art thou come hi- 
ther to inflict torments upon 
us before our time is come? 
30 Now it happened that 
there was at ſome conſiderable 
diſtance a very large herd 
of ſwine feeding. 
31 The madmen, uttering 
ſuch wild effuſions, and mak- 
ing ſuch abſurd requeſts as 
perions in raging madneſs al- 
ways do, begged that | he 
would ſuffer the demons ? 
ro paſs from them into the 
ſwine. EE 
32 They had no ſooner 
ſpoken and he permitted, bur 
behold ! the whole herd was 
ſeized with madneſs —— run 
down a precipice —— ruſhed 
into the ſea, and periſhed in 
the vo” | | | 
33 The keepers ſtruck 
with terrour ran away into 
the town, and told what had 
happened, adding allo an ac- 
count of the miraculous cure 
of the two madmen. 
34 Alarmed with this pub- 
lick diſaſter, the whole town 
came out in a body to meet 
Jeſus, and dreading his pow- 
er, unanimouſly entreated him 


to leave their country, 


Y In antient time, both among eue and Heathens, madne/s was almoſt 


univerſally ſyppoſed to be occaſioned by the poſſeſſion of Demons. 
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Chap. ix. 


1 1 
1 AT their earneſt ſolici- 


tation he re-entered 
the boat, croſſed the lake, 
and came into the town, in 


which he had been educated. 


2 Upon his arrival. there 
they brought him a miſerable 


object lying on a couch, ſhak- 


ing with the palſy—Jeſus be- 
ing conſcious of the taith they 
repoſed' in him as a divine 
meſſenger, ſaid to the para- 
lytic—Son, thy ſins be for- 
given! 


3 Some of the ſcribes when 


they heard this ſaid within 
themſelves — what horrid 


blaſphemy againſt God is this 


man way of ! 
4 But Jeſus, who was per- 


fectly acquainted with every 


_ ſentiment in the humanheart*, 
ſaid to them, Why do you 


cheriſh in your minds ſuch 
malevolent and injurious 
thoughts againſt me? 

5 For is it a leſs exertion 
and proof of divine power to 


forgive his ſins, than to re- 


ſtore him 
ſtrength ? 
6 But what induced me to 


to health and 
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. 
expreſs myſelf in this manner 
was, to convince you by an 
evident miracle, that the ſon 
of man is endowed with au- 
thority to forgive ſin—he had 
no ſooner ſpoken theſe words, 
but he turned to the ſick per- 
ſon, and faid—Riſe—take up 
thy couch—and go home. 
7 Inſtantly the man found 
his limbs nerved with ſtrength 
he roſe —took up his 
couch, and carried it home. 
8 The crowds, who were 
witneſſes of this amazing ex- 
ertion of miraculous power, 
were ſtruck with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and with the devouteſt 
reverence glorified God, who 
had communicated to man 
ſuch ſtupendous endow- 


9 In paſſing from Ca- 
pernaum Jeſus ſaw a perſon, 
whoſe name was Matthew, 
ſitting in the tax-gatherers 
office, whom he commanded 


to * follow him The man im- 


mediately quitted his buſineſs, 
and mingled in his train. 
10 Jeſus accepting of an 
invitation to his houſe fat 
down with his diſciples at ta- 
ble among a large company, 
conſiſting of tax-gatherers, 


Iliad A. 332. 


There are many inſtances occur in the hiſtory of Chriſt, of his knowing 


mens thoughts. 


* Our Saviour knew him to be a perſon poſſeſſed of virtuous diſpo- 


and 


26 


and other perſons of immoral 
characters. 

11 The Phariſees greatly 
offended with his behaviour 
on this occaſion aſked his 
diſciples, what induced their 


maſter to cultivate ſuch in- 


timate friendſhips with per- 


ſons of ſuch infamous and 
profligate lives. | 
12 Jeſus overhearing them 
replied, The healthy have no 
occaſion for phyſic—it is of 
uſe only to the indiſpoſed. 
Thoſe, who are holy and 
good are already in poſſeſ- 
ſion of that moral health that 
my inſtructions were deſigned 
to give men — my doctrines 
are only intended to heal the 
vices and rectify the mental 
diſorders of mankind. 
13 Examine and diſcover. 
the true meaning of thoſe 
words of the. prophet: | 
The exerciſe of mercy and 
compaſſion 1s more agreeable 
to me than the moſt numerous 
and coftly ſacrifices” — For 
the deſign of my coming is 
not to addreſs my diſcoveries 
to the virtuous, but to en- 
gage the wicked and deprav- 
ed to repentance and amend- 
ment of life. 
 $——714 AT that time the 
diſciples of John came to him 
and ſpoke thus—Why do we 
and the Phariſees celebrate 
many religious faſts, when 
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no ſuch auſterities are enjoin- 
ed upon thy diſciples. 

15 To whom Jeſus replied 
— Can the friends and com- 
panions of the bridegroom 
indulge melancholy ſorrow, 
during the celebration of 
his nuptials ? —— When he 
leaves them, the days of feſ- 


| tivity and joy will be over, 


and they ſhall find a ſad re- 
verſe, 

16 For to inſiſt upon my 
diſciples, who are but lately 
entered into the profeſſion of 
chriſtianity, practiſing a courſe 
of rigid - — Ve 4X and 
mortification, would be act- 
ing as ablurdly as he, who 
ſhould join a large piece of 
new cloath to an old and ob- 
ſolete garment. 

17 And as he, who ſhould 
put zew wine into old ſkins, 
would incur the loſs both of 
his liquor and of his veſſels 
— the fermentation of the 
wine neceſſarily cauſing the 
old ſkins to rend and burſt 
——{o the injunction of reli- 
gious ſeverities upon my neu 
converts and diſciples would 
produce the moſt fatal effects 
upon my religion, by diſguſt- 


ing them immediately to a- 
bandon and abjure it. The 
impoſition, therefore, of no 
ſuch auſterities as you prac- 


2 


tiſe I judge to be the moſt 
prudent 


ing them againſt it, and cauſ- | 


Chap. ĩx. 
prudent method to preſerve 
them ſteady to my cane, and 
firmly attached to my inte- 
reſts. | 

_ $—18 Writs he was en- 
gaged in this conference with 
John's diſciples, one of the 
Governours approached him 
with profound reverence and 
faid—My daughter is juſt de- 
parted—but thou art able, I 
am perſuaded, by a touch to 
reſtore her to life. 

19 Jeſus immediately upon 
this roſe up, and followed the 
Governour, attended by his 
diſciples 

20 But in his way, a wo- 
man, who had for twelve 
years been afflicted with a 
flux of blood, ſtole ſoftly be- 
hind him, 110 juſt touched 
the edging of his garment: 

21 For ſhe thought, if ſhe 
could have the happineſs but 
of touching his cloaths, ſhe 
ſhould be well again. - 

22 But Jeſus, conſcious of 
the touch, turned ſuddenly 
about, and ſeeing her ſaid 
be not. alarmed—your confi- 
dence in my power hath re- 
ſtored you — And from that 
moment ſhe was reinſtated in 


perfect eaſe and health. 


| 
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23 When Jeſus entered 
the Governour's houſe, he 
ſaw the muſicians, who uſu- 
ally attended in the Jewiſh 
funeral ſolemnities, and a 
number of mourners pouring 
forth the bittereſt lamenta- 
tions. | 

24 Theſe Jeſus deſired to 
withdraw - and in order to 
mitigate that, exceſſive ſorrow 
which he ſaw them indulge, 
ſaid to them the young lady 
is not dead—ſhe is only in a 
profound ſleep —— At theſe 
words. her attendants, who 
knew that ſhe had breathed 
her laſt, ſhewed by their looks 
that they thought meanly and 
1 of him as a pro- 

et. 
5 25 When had all left 
the room, as Jeſus had com- 
manded, he went in, and took 
hold of her hand and ſhe 
roſe up: 

26 And his fame was uni- 
verſally celebrated in every 
part of that country. - 

$—27 Jzsvs leaving that 
place, was followed on the 
road by two blind men, who 
with a loud and importunate 
voice cried, Pity our condi- 


tion! 


Muſic was uſed at the funeral ſolemnities both of the Jews and Romans. 


Cantabat fanis, cantabat tibia ludis, | 
Cantabat mæſtis tibia funeribus. Ovid. Fafti, Lib. 6. 657. 


See an objection formed againſt chriſtianity from this circumſtance in 


my Account of the 
2 


Converſion of à Deiſt. p. 86. 


28 He 


28 


an houſe, and the blind men 
coming to him, he faid to 
them Do you believe that I 
am endowed with power that 
can enable me to work the 
miracle you demand ?— We 
el... 

29 Upon this he touched 
their eyes, ſaying - Accord- 
ing to your profeſſion ſhall 
my power be exerted. 

30 And their eyes were 
inſtantaneouſly opened But 
Jeſus ſtrictly charged them 
by no means to acquaint any 
perſon with the miraculous 
reſtoration of their fight ®. 

31 But no ſooner had they 
left him, but tranſported with 
gratitude and joy, they for- 
got all his injunctions, and di- 
vulged his fame throughout 
the whole country. iy 

'$— 32 Wren they were 
gone there was, brought to 

him a dumb idiot, | 
33 whom he immediately 
reſtored to his intellects and 
ſpeech—at which aſtoniſhing 
miracle the crowds wereſtruck 
with the laſt amazement, and 
exclaimed — What ftupen- 


clous power do we fee here 


diſplayed ! So extraordinary: 


a perionage never before ap- | 


'peared in Judea! 
34 But all theſe illuſtrious 


b This injunction of ſilence was, 
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28 He went, therefore, into | 


miracles convinced not the 
Phariſees of the divinity of his 
miſſion, but they evaded their 
evidence by aſcribing them 
to the agency of Beelzebub 
che prince of the dæmons. 

5 Jxsus after this tra- 
velled about all the towns 
and villages in that country, 
delivering his inſtructions in 
the uſual places of publick 


WW. . . 7 
| worſhip, proclaiming the com- 


mencement of the goſpel dif- 
penſation, and miraculouſly 
curing every diſeaſe and dil. 
temper, with which any per- 
ſon was afflictet. 
36 But when he took a 
ſurvey of the vaſt multitudes 
that were collected together 
the fight excited in his 
boſom the moſt ſympathetic 
tenderneſs and pity, when he 
conſidered in what deplorable 
ignorance the Jewiſh prieſts 
ſuffered them to live, and 
into what fatal errours and 
miſtakes in matters of reli- 
gion they were permitted to 
deviate—being left as much 
neglected and diſregarded as 
"flocks of ſheep upon the wild 
mountains. | 

37 Ar the view of ſuch 
prodigious numbers he broke 
out into the following ex- 
preſſions, which he directed 
to his diſciples How exten- 


4 


no doubt, intended to prevent too 


reat crowds—at which the malice of his enemies would have been move 


incited, and the Roman powers have taken umbrage, 


4 
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ſive and copious the harveſt 


but alas! how few the la- 
bourers ! 

38 Fervently pray, there- 
fore, to the creatour and go- 
vernour of immortal ſouls, 
that he would of his infinite 


mercy raiſe and qualify a 


number of fit perſons to reap 
ſo great and glorious an har- 
veſt! 11 


. 
I AF TER this Jeſus col- 
5 lected his twelve diſ- 
ciples in a body, and com- 
municated to them ſuch mi- 
raculous endowments, as 


would empower them to cure 


the moſt inveterate and ſtub- 


born diſorders of every kind 


and degree, to which human 
nature is ſubjected. | 

2 Theſe were the names of 
his twelve apoſtles. 


1 Peter | . 
2 Aire brothers 
3 James Zebedee's 
4 John ſons 


5 Phil 
5 7 * mew 
7 Thomas | | 
8 Matthew, the tax- 
- nzeer __.. 
9 James, ſon of Al- 
GS... 
10 Lebbeus, ſirnamed 
Jude | 
4 11 Simon, the zealot 
12 Judas Iſcariot 
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5 Theſe twelve Jeſus com- 
miſſioned and appointed to 
the apoſtolic: office, and ſent 
them —— previouſly giving 
them the following advice 
and directions — Publiſh not, 
the report of the goſpel a- 
mong the Heathens, neither 
enter into one city inhabited 
by the Samaritans. _ 
6 But confine your publick 
miniſtrations ſolely to the in- 
habitants of Judea, who have 
been ſo deplorably neglected, 
and ſuffered to wander in the 
fatal paths of ignorance and 
wickedneſs. 1 
7 Proclaim in every place, 
where there are rational crea- 
tures to hear the news, and 
ſay—The goſpel diſpenſation 
is juſt commencing!, _, 
8 Heal the indiſpoſed, cure 
the lepers, raiſe the dead, ex- 
pel every ſpecies of lunacy 
and madneſs — Arid as you 
had theſe ſpiritual gifts freely 
beſtowed upon you, do you 
allo freely impart their ſalu- 
tary effects to others. | 

9 I ſolemnly warn you a- 
gainſt a ſordid mercenary . 
diſpoſition — do not, there- 
fore, upon any account take 
money for the good you do. 
10 Be not anxious in pre- 
paring accommodations, and 
laying up proviſions for your 
journey The benevolence of 
the well - diſpoſed will ſupply 
you with the neceſſaries and 


conveniences 


30 
conveniences of life, and the 
faithful and diligent diſcharge 
of your duty will entitle you 
to them. — 

11 When you go into a 


gown or village, make en- 


quiry, which of the inhabi- 
tants is beſt known, and moſt 
generally eſteemed for true 
worth and excellency of cha- 
racter to ſuch apply, where 
you will moſt probably find 
a kind reception, and con- 
tinue there, while you ſtay, 
that they may be witneſſes of 
your diſintereſtedneſs and in- 
tegrity. | 5 
12 When you enter into 
the family, greet it in the 


moſt friendly and obliging | 


terms, and wiſh it all divine 
and human happineſs. 

13 And if that family poſ- 
ſeſs ſuch real worth, as hath 
been repreſented to you, the 
bleſſings you implore, ſhall 
deſcend upon it— but if the 
hopes you have been taught 
to form of it be diſappointed, 
and you meet with a repulſe 
— you, however, yourſelves 
will enjoy the conſcious plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction of hav- 
ing done your duty —and the 
bleſſings, which you have ſup- 
plicated the Almighty to be- 
ſtow upon that family, ſhall 
be imparted to you. 

14 Moreover, whatever 


© Peace in the Jewiſh idiom denotes happineſs, 
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town or family ſhall refuſe to 
admit you, and to hear your 
inſtructions, ſhake off the 
duſt of your feet againſt them 
—by this ſignificant action 
giving a publick and folemn 
| teſtimony to all, that you 
have freely offered to them 
the advantages and privileges 
of the goſpel, but they have 
wilfully rejected them. | 
15 Be aſſured that in the 
general judgment Sodom and 
Gomorra ſhall be puniſhed 
with leſs ſeverity than that 
town, for its having reſiſted' 
greater evidence than what 
thoſe cities were ever favour- 
ed with, A 
16 I am ſenſible that by 
ſending you abroad to preach 
the goſpel, I expoſe you to- 
the inſult and cruelty of a de- 
praved world. Conſider your- 
ſelves, therefore, as ſheep in 
the midſt of wolves, and join 
to the innocence of the harm 
leſs dove the vigilance and 
prudence of the. cautious ſer- 
| Pent. | | 
17 Let your conduct be 
ever actuated by diſcretion, 
and guard, with the greateſt 
circumſpection, againft irri- 
tating mens paſſions unneceſ- 
ſarily — for with all the cau- 
tion you can obſerve, ſo im- 
placably will the generality of 


the world be exaſperated a- 


gainſt 
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gainſt you, merely for preach- 
ing the goſpel, that they will 
drag you before the civil 
magiſtrate, as the diſturbers 
and peſts of ſociety, and 
ſcourge you in the ſyna- 
ogues, as enemies to the 
eſtabliſned religion. | 
18 And you ſhall be 
brought, for your profeſſion 
of chriſtianity, before the tri- 
bunals of the moſt auguſt 
perſonages — where the a 
logies you will make, in vin- 
dication of its truth and ex- 
cellency, ſhall ſerve as pub- 


lick teſtimonies to them and 


the world of its divine autho- 
335 | 
19 But when you are car- 
ried before the moſtilluſtrious 


anddignified characters, benot 
anxious in ſtudying a defence 
of your principles and con- 
dut—for that God, in whole 
cauſe you are engaged, will 
enable you, in that emergen- 


cy, to apologize for your- 
elves. 5 

20 So that your publick 
pleas on ſuch occaſions will 
not be ſo much the efforts of 
human wiſdom, as the dic- 
cates and ſuggeſtions of the 
ſpirit of G 

$—21 Taz goſpel, you 
are going to preach, will in 

its conſequences, produce the 
_ moſt virulent and implacable 
feuds, and the moſt unnatu- 


by MATTHEw. 


31 
families, accordingly as it is 
embraced or rejected by their 
repective members. For bro- 
ther ſhall murder brother a 
father his own child — and 
the ſons ſhall imbrue their 
hands in their parents? blood. 
22 For you ſhall be held in 
almoſt unĩverſal deteſtation for 
your profeſſion But he, who 
through all theſe ſcenes of 
contumely and cruelty, con- 
tinues ſtedfaſt in his attach- 
ment to my cauſe, ſhall final- 
ly be rewarded with everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. , 
23 Notwithſtanding, there- 
fore, all the outrages you are 
bao to, ſhow yourſelves 
indefatigable in preaching the 
; goſpel, and when you meet 
with perſecution in one town, 
remove to another, and with 
invincible reſolution preach 
the goſpel there—for be af- 
ſured you ſhall not have vi- 
fired all the towns in Judea, 
before the moſt dreadful de- 
ſtruction overtake it. 

24 A ſcholar hath no rea- 
ſon to expect better treat- 
ment than his teacher — or a 
ſervant than his maſter. 

25 Ought not a diſciple, or 
a ſlave, to think himſelf hap- 
Py, if he have only to encoun- 
ter the ſame difficulties, and 
to ſubmit to. the ſame uſage 
as his inſtructor, or Lord, 
hath experienced from the 


ral and deadly animoſities in 
| 


world? — If they have called 
| the. 
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the maſter of the houſe Beel- 
zebub, how much more will 
they load his domeſtics with 


the moſt odious names and 


ſcandalous reproaches. 
26 Let not however, this 


ſeries of abuſe overwhelm: 


you with terrour and deſpair, 
and diſcourage you from 
preaching the goſpel for 
there comes a day, when all 
the hidden ſcenes of life will 
be laid open, and ſupreme 
Juſtice vindicate and glori- 
ouſly reward oppreſſed inno- 
cence and perſecuted virtue. 

27 Let the proſpect, there- 
fore, of no human ſufferings 
intimidate and deject you, but 
diſcharge your publick mini- 
ſtration with undaunted cou- 
rage proclaiming in the 
moſt publick and frequent- 
ed places thoſe inſtructions, 
which I have given you in 
our private retirements. 

28 Fear not thoſe, who can 
only inflict upon you bodily 
pain and torture, and deprive 
you of a precarious being — 
but whoſe power extends no 
farther. But let that great 
Being be the object of your 


fear, who can involve both 


ſoul and body in total and 
everlaſting. deſtruction. Let 


that great Being, I repeat it, 


be the object of your conſtant 
fear *. 


The maxim of the great Turenme is juſtly celebrated 


Dien, et je wai point d'autre crainte. 


Chap. K. 

29 For if the meaneſt and 
moſt inconſiderable creatures 
are perpetually under the in- 
ſpection of God, and periſh 
not without his cogniſance 
how much more muſt divine 
providence intereſt itſelf in 


— 


tion of rational beings, and 
not ſuffer them to be wantonly 
ſacrificed to the rage and ma- 
lice of mankind, without his 
knowledge and permiſſion. 


the leaſt evil cannot befal 
you without his direction — 
'for God is intimately ac- 
quainted with all your mi- 


nuteſt concerns, and the very 


hairs of your head are num- 
five wiſdom. 
your breaſt all fear of human. 


intelligent being worthily 
engaged in the publiſhing 
among mankind a religion of 
God's own appointment, is 
ſurely more intitled to the 
divine care and regards than 
the irrational and inferiour 
creatures. | 


ſure teſts of mens principles 
— W hoſoever, therefore, not- 
withſtanding- the menaces of 
tyrants and the rage of per- 


ſecutors, ſhall, with undaunt- 


Je crains le 


ed 


the guardianſhip and protec- 


30 So far from this, that 


bered by his all- comprehen- 
31 Baniſh, therefore, from | 


malice and perſecution An 


32 Theſe ſufferings are the 
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ed reſolution, publickly pro- 
feſs his belief of chriſtianity; 
him will I publickly acknow- 
ledge to be my true diſciple 
before God and the aſſembled 
world. LOOT IT 
3 But whoſoever ſhall be 
terrified by the dread of pub- 
lick odium, or fear of perſe- 
cution, into a publick recan- 
tation of his chriſtian prin- 
ciples, and ſhall openly re- 
nounce his profeſſion — him 
will I alſo publickly reject at 
the general reſurrection. 
34 The promulgation of the 


chriſtian religion will produce 
effects in the world, the very 
reverſe of its genius and ten- 
dency, for tho? it is deſigned 
to protnote univerſal harmony 
and concord, and to extin- 
guiſh mens worſt paſſions, 
yet it will blow them into 
the moſt vehement and de- 
ſtructive flames. | 
35 For it will occaſion ſuch 
violent quarrels and unhappy 
diſcords, as will not only 
break all the common ties of 
humanity, bur alſo diſſolve 
the moſt intimate bonds of 
conſanguinity. 
36 And through religious 
differences a man's moſt im- 
placable enemies ſhall be 


| 
| 
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37 But whenever family 
affections happen to interfere 
and claſh with your duty, the 
former muſt be given up 
without heſitation for he, 
who ſacrifices his religion, 
either to parental tenderneſs, 
or to filial piety, forfeits the 
chriſtian character, and will 
never be acknowledged as a 
genuine diſciple. 

38 For unworthy the name 
of chriſtian is he, Who will 
not ſubmit to the greateſt 


- {difficulties for the ſake of it. 


39 For he who ſaves his 
life in this world by mean 
compliances, at the expence 
of his conſcience and religion, 
{hall in another be for ever 
deprived of it but he who 
loſes his life in my cauſe, ſhall 
with infinite advantage re- 
gain it in a glorious and hap- 
py immortality. | | 

$—40 Tazss admonitions 
I give you, and with this au- 
thority I inveſt you—lo that 
every one who receiveth you, 
in effect receives me and he 
who obeys my inſtructions, 
obeys the will of God, who 
originally delegated and ſent 
me into the world. 

41 He who entertains a 
publick inſtructor, or a good 


thoſe of his own family. 


© This text is more in point than any other a direct 
wicked — Who ſhall be puniſhed wit 


total perdition of the 
deftrudtion. 


 Veb. k. 


D 


Iman, under theſe characters, 


age of the 
everlaſting 


and 


34 
and pays their reſpective dig- 
nity and worth a real eſteem 
and friendly regard, ſhall be 
entitled to a ſhare of their 
future rewards. 1018. 

42 And whoſoever ſhall do 
the leaſt benevolent att of 
generoſity, merely on account 
of your being my diſciples, 
his generoſity flowing from 
ſuch an inward principle ſhall 
not go unrewarded. 


CHAP. XI. 


1 TFESUS having with 
J theſe directions diſmiſ- 
ſed his diſciples, removed 
from that part of the coun- 
try, to teach and inſtruct 
other towns in the doctrines 
and duties of the goſpel. 
2 Bur the fame of his a- 
ſtoniſning miracles reaching 
John, who was then in pri- 
ſon— he called two of his diſ- 
ciples, who were allowed free 
acceſs to him in his confine- 
ment, and ordered them to 
propoſe to Jeſus the follow- 
ing queſtion *. | 

3 Art thou that illuſtrous 
perſonage foretold by the 
prophets ? or is the Meſſiah, 
ſtill to be the object of our 
expectation? 

4 To which meſſage Jeſus 
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Chap. xi. 
a faithful account not only of 
the facts which you. have 
heard from univerſal report, 
ſelves have been ſpectators. 
5 Inform him that the 
blind receive their ſight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are re- 
ſtored to health, the deaf to 
hearing, the dead to life, and 
to the pooreſt objects are 
communicated the joyful tid- 
ings of everlaſting ſalvation. 
6 And bleſſed is he whom 
neither the meanneſs of my 
condition, the oppoſition of 
the Jews, or the fear of re- 
proach and perſecution, ſhall 


my religion. 


$—7 Wren they were 


gone, Jeſus took occaſion to 
ſpeak concerning John to the 
multitudes, that were col- 
lected together, and. ſaid to 
them What induced you to 
flock in ſuch crowds into the 


| wilderneſs ?—Did ſome trifle- 


ing and ridiculous affair excite 
in you a vain curiolity to 

AA of 
' 8 What was it attracted 
your admiration ? — Did you 
preſs with ſuch eager and im- 


patient ſteps to ſee. a perſon 


attired in a vain and fan- 
taſtic dreſs, who fuddenly 


replied—Go and give John 


John fent theſe, that they might 
and afterwards become Chriſt's 


3 ciples. 


| appeared there: Such dwell 


ſee the evidence that was exhibited, 


in 


but of thoſe, of which your- 


diſcourage from embracing 


4 ac OA * W aa wn 3 r ” * 


Pe Me $$ my owt 


Chap. xi. 


in ſplendid and magnificent 


| palaces, but are not ſeen in 
the dreary unfrequented wil- 
derneſs. | 
9 What was it then you 
crowded to lee there? -was 
it a prophet ?——yes, and a 


prophet greatly ſuperiour in 


dignity and office to any that 
ever preceded him. | 

10 For this is the perſon, 
whoſe future appearance Ma- 
lachy predicted in that paſ- 
ſage Behold! I will com- 
miſſion and fend a meſſenger 
to be thy forerunner, in or- 
der that univerſal attention 
may be excited, and the 
minds of men be previouſly | 
diſpoſed for the reception of 


his heavenly doctrines.” | 


II TI aſſure you, there ne- 
ver appeared under the mo- 
ſaic diſpenſation a prophet of 
ſuperiour eminence to John 
the Baptiſt —— nevertheleſs, 
the moſt ignoble and obſcure 
teacher of chriſtianity 1s in- 
veſted with a ſublimer office, 
and a more illuſtrious mini- 
ftry than he was. | 

12 But yet from the time 
that John's miniſtry com- 
menced to the prefent day, 
the erection of the goſpel 
kingdom hath been moſt 
violently oppoſed, and the 
depraved and bigotted Jews 
furiouſly aſſault, and la- 
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moſt determined rancour and 
malignity. | 
13 The moſaic ſyſtem con- 
tinued in its full force 'till the 
time that John entered upon 
his prophetic office; but it 
ts now to be ſuperfeded by a 
new and nobler inſtitution. 
14 And if you will admit 
and make proper uſe of my 
afſertion——be aſſured, That 
this perſon 1s thatElias, whom 
the prophets foretold ſhould 
come at the cloſe of the Jew- 
iſh diſpenſation. | 
15 Let every one, wha 
hath rational powers dili- 
gently cultivate and improve 
them, by carefully inveſtigat- 
ing and ſincerely obeying the 
truth. ; 
16 But the preſent gene- 
ration diſcovers ſuch a petu- 
lancy and perverſeneſs of tem- 
per, that no method of in- 
ſtruction will produce its in- 
tended effects. I can com- 
pare them to nothing ſo pro- 
perly as to a number of peev- 
iſh children, who are deter- 
mined not to be pleaſed with 
any thing their companions 
ſay or do: 
17 Who, when their play- 
fellows are in the height of 
mirth and chearfulneſs, ap- 
pear ſulky and ſullen—but 
are immediately in tranſports, 
when they ſee others diſſolved 
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18 The diſingenuous per- 
verſeneſs of the preſent age is 
evinced from the averſion 
and contempt, they have, 

equally ſhowed to John's in- 
ſtructions and my own—tho' 
our method and manners were 
entirely diſſimilar. For John 
practiſed rigid abſtemiouinels, 
and affected the greateſt au- 
ſterity and mortification in 
his dreſs and diet: 

19 The ſon of man, on 
the contrary, ſtudied no ſuch 
ſingularitics—entertained no 
ſcruples about any particular 
kind of food, or liquor—but 
unaffectedly aſſociated, and fa- 
miliarly converſed with men of 


all profeſſions and conditions, 


without diſtinction—yet ſtill 
they are diſguſted and ex- 
claim What a ſlave to ap- 
>ctite! How exceſſively fond 
of wine! What an inſepara- 
ble companion of wicked and 
profligate men But 
thoſe who are the real friends 
of virtue, conſcious of its in- 
valuable worth, embrace It, 
what exterior form ſoever it 
aſſumes, and obey its dictates, 
in what method and manner 
ſoever they come recom- 
mended. 

20 Trex he began to 
upbraid thoſe towns, which 
had been witneſſes to the 

Treatelt part of his miracles, 
= their inſuperable preju- 
gices, and invincible obſti- 


Chap. xi. 
21 Woe unto you, O ye 
inhabitants of Chorazin and 


| Bethſaida ! had ſuch ſtriking 


proofs of miraculous power 


and divine authority been ex- 
hibited before the citizens of 
Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have deemed the evidences 
irreſiſtible, immediately have 
obeyed the heavenly meſſen- 
ger, and repented with the 
lincereſt contrition and re- 
morie. 

22 Be aſſured, e 
that in the general judgment, 
much leſs ſevere puniſhment 
ſhall be inflicted on the inha- 
bitants of Sodom and Gomor- 


be doomed to. 
23 And thou O Caper- 


power and opulence mount- 
ed to ſo high an elevation, 
halt be precipitated into the 
loweſt gulph of ruin and de- 
ſtruction — for had ſuch illu- 
ſtrious miracles been wrought 
in Sodom, it would have been 
ſtanding at this day. 

24 As thou haſt, there- 
fore, reſiſted ſtronger con- 
victions and rejected greater 
evidences than Sodom ever 
did, be aſſured, its future 


miſeries will be leſs dreadful 
than thoſe, to which thou 
ſhalt be devoted. 

$—25 Arx that time Jeſus 
uttered this pious ejaculation 
to GET. thank thee, O thou 


nacy and impenitence. | 


great 


ra than what you ſhall then | 


naum ! who now haſt, by thy | 
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great Parent of univerſal na- 


ture, that thou haſt hid the 


evidences of the goſpel from 
thoſe, who value them ſelves 
on their ſuperiour wiidom 
and erudition ; but haſt ex- 
hibited them in their full ir- 
reſiſtible force before humble, 
docil, and ingenuous minds. 
26 This procedure, O ſu- 
preme Father of all, was in 
conſequence of that benevo- 
lent plan which thy infinite 
wiſdom originally formed. 
279 Me hath God commil- 
ſioned and empowered to re- 
veal his will ro mankind — 
and there 1s no being ſo well 
acquainted with the illuſtrious 
dignity and office, with which 


Iam inveſted, as the Father 


nor is there any intelligent 
creature favoured with ſo 
clear and ſublime a percep- 
tion of the nature and per- 
fections of the Deity as the 
Son, and as all will entertain 


in conſequence of their re- 


ception of the chriſtian re- 
ligion . 

28 Come unto me all ye, 
who groan under the unſup- 
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portable burden of the cere- 


monial law - and I will 
vindicate you into perfect 


liberty and freedom. 
29 Obey my doctrines and 


37 
precepts, which J have illuſ- 
trated and enforced by my 
own conduct, and learn from 
my example the virtues of 
inoffenſive meekneſs and un- 
affected humility — and you 
will ſecure true and laſting 
peace and happineſs. 

30 For my doctrine is cal- 
culated for the felicity of 


mankind—its injunctions are 


not rigourous and oppreſſive 
to human nature but the 
paths into which it introduces 
men, are unſpeakably plea- 
ſant and delectable. 


"CHAR. Xl 
l II happened about that 


time that as Jeſus was 
going through ſome corn- 
fields, his diſciples, compelled 
by hunger, plucked ſome of 
the ears, as they paſſed along, 
and rubbing them in their 
hands, began to eat the corn. 
2 Tne Phariſees perceiving 
this, faid to Jeſus — Why doſt 
not thou reprove thy diſ- 
ciples for violating the duties 
of the ſabbath ? 
3 To This Jeſus replied 
— Do not you reflect what 
hunger once compelled Da- 
vid and his men to do? 


— 5 


4 Need I remind you, that 


This is in fact true, and is a remarkable propheſy of our Saviour. All 
C 


thoſe countries will be found extremely defe 


ive in the knowledge of che 


ſupreme God, which have not received the Chriſtian revelation, 


2 3 he 


3 >, 
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he went into the tabernacle 
and eat the conſecrated /hew 
bread, which all, except 
23 were ſtrictly prohi- 


alſo of the 


ited from Ne 
5 The condu 
pneſts, tho? on a ſabbath day 


they go through all the work 


and labour of the temple ſer- 
vice and ſacrifices, is not ac- 
counted criminal. 

6 And if the ſabbatical 
employment of the prieſts in 
the temple exempt them 
from all guilt, much more 
will the important office of 
preaching : = goſpel, with 
which I have inveſted my 
diſciples, excuſe them. 

7 If you had known the 
true meaning of thoſe words 
in the prophet—*© I am bet- 


ter pleaſed with acts of mer- 


cy and compaſſion, than with 
the moſt coſtly ſacrifices” — 
God by this direction inſi- 
nuating that poſitive inſtitu- 
tions are in his eftimation of 


. inferiour value to moral ob- 


Iigations—you would not with 
fuch rigour have cenſured 


” diſciples for the violation 
© 


a mere external cere- 
mony, and the tranſgreſſion 
of a command purely arbi- 
trary. 

8 For the ſon of man is 
authorized to ſet men free 


from thoſe ceremonious ri- 


gours and ſabbatical ſeveri- 
ties, which you impoſe. 


| 
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} man, 


1 


Chap. xii. 
$—9 Going from that 

place he went into one of 

their religious aſſembles, 

10 in which there was a 
who had a withered 
hand. The Jews, therefore, 
ſeeing his attention engaged 
by ſuch an unhappy ſpectacle, 
and watching every opportu- 
nity to aſperſe and blacken 
his character, and deſtroy his 
publick uſefulneſs, ſaid — Is 
it lawful to heal on the ſab- 
bath ? 3 

11 To which queſtion he 
replied—Is there any of you, 
tho* the moſt ſtrict and con- 
ſcientious obſerver of the ſab- 
bath, who would heſitate a 
moment to extricate a ſheep, 
that was entangled in a brake, 
or fallen into a pit on the 
ſabbath day? 8 

12 And if no one ſcruples 
to aſſiſt a beaſt in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances — how infinitely 
more fit and lawful is it to 
do an act of mercy and be- 
nevolence on a ſabbath day 
to a rational being | 

12 He then turned to the 
man, and ſaid—Extend thy 
arm—he extended it—and it 
was inſtantaneouſly as perfect 
as the other. 

14 But the Phariſees, in- 
ſtead of being convinced by 
this amazing diſplay of di- 
vine power, went away ſtung 
with implacable rage and in- 
veterate malice — and imme- 

| diately 


Chap. xii. 


diately confederated together 


and vowed his deſtruction. 


5 I5 But Jeſus by that Know- 
ledge of the human heart, 
with which he was endowed, 


being conſcious of their de- 


figns againſt his life, remoy- | 
ed from that part of the coun- 


try, attended with vaſt mul- 


titudes of people; among | 
whom he cured all who la- | him as the Meſſiah and law- 


| giver of the world.“ 


boured under any diſeaſe. 
16 But ſtrictly charged 


them not to divulge the fame 
of his miraculous cures—leſt 


the Jews, fired with reſent- 
ment, ſnould apprehend him 
and accelerate his death. 

17 By his courting priva- 


cy, therefore, and making 


obſcure retreats the ſcene of 
his inſtructions and miracles, 


he fulfilled the following pro- 


phecy of Iſaiah. | 

18 “ Behold my ſervant, 
the object of all my fondeſt 
affections! I will impart to 


him the moſt excellent gifts 
and aſtoniſhing powers, and 


he ſhall propagate true reli- 
gion among the nations. 

19 He fhall not convoke 
the people, with loud voci- 
feration, to ſee his miracles 
—=nor diſplay his divine en- 
dowments in the ſtreets, with 
oſtentatious parade: 

20 The whole of his de- 
portment ſhall be meek and 


b This is the reading in ſeveral MSS, 
| D 4 
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inoffenſive, and ever actuated 
by the rules of prudence and 


39 


caution — till the time that 
he ſhall have finiſned the pe- 
riod of his publick miniſtry, 
and firmly eſtabliſhed his reli- 
gion. | 8 

21 And after its eſtabliſn · 
ment in Judea, the Heathens 
ſhall embrace it, and receive 


$—22 THERE was brought 
to him at that time a moſt 
miſerable object, labouring 
under a dreadful complica- 
tion of afflictions — for the 
wretched creature was in- 
ſane, blind, and dumb—But 
he inftantly reſtored him to 
the uſe of his hearing, ſpeech, 
and intellects. : 

23 At which miracle the 
whole multitude were ſtruck 
with the laſt amazement, and 
ſaid Muſt not this perſonage 
be the Meſſiah * ? | 

24 The Phariſees, who 
were preſent, hearing this 
language, and being deter- 
mined to evade the eyidence, 
to renounce his pretenſions, 
and to ruin his reputation 
with the multitude, rephed 
— This man is only a con- 


federate with the demons, 


and ejects them by means of 


| ſome. compact with their 


chieftain Beelzebub. 


25 But 


mons which he himſelf in- 


tions in his own kingdom 


mons by a confederacy with 


and aſſiſtance do your relati- 


as their co-adjutors, I refer 
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25 But Jeſus, whoſe divine 
knowledge - penetrated the 
human heart, and pervaded 
all its inino!t receſſes, know- 
ing their malicious thoughts 
and invidious deſigns, turned 
to them and thus addreſſed 
them Every kingdom torn, 
by internal diviſions and ci- 
vil diſcord is quickly reduced 
to a ſtate of the moſt deplo- 
rable diſſolution and ruin — 
every city alſo and every fa- 
mily, full of diſſention and the 
rage of faction and animoſity, 
cannot flouriſh and proſper: 

26 Now if Satan empower 
any. one to expel thoſe dæ- 


Jets, he muſt foment diſſen- 
and conſequently conſents to 
its weakneſs and demolition. 
27 Beſide, if I eject dæ- 
Beelzebub—by whoſe agency 
ons eject them ?—As to any 
real league or compact that 


they have with internal ſpirits 


you to their determination 
and judgment *. 


28 But if I exterminate | 


demons and cure the moſt 
inveterate diſorders by a pow- 
er communicated to me from 
the ſupreme Being Hit fol- 
lows, that I am commiſhoned 
and authorized by God to 
eſtabliſh his kingdom and 
promote the intereſts of his 
moral government. T4 
29 As no one can forcibly 
enter the houſe. of a ſtrong 
man and pillage it, unleſs he 
be poſſeſſed of itrength to bind 
and confine him —— ſo the 
power, with which I am en- 
dowed to expel demons, 
proves me poſſeſſed of force 
ſuperiour to theirs. 
30 So far, therefore, am I 
from being an accomplice 
with Satan, as you inſinuate; 
that Satan, diſclaiming all 


connections with me, oppoſes 


me with implacable malice 
and is ſo far from being my 
auxiliary, that be cauſes the 
greateſt miſchiefs, in order to 
counteract my deſigns k. 

31 And as to your aſcrib- 
ing my miracles to a ſuppoſed 
intercourſe with Beelzebub, 
let me obſerve concerning this 

that the moſt atrocious 
crimes and the moſt aggra- 


1 Meaning, that they would find, upon examining them, that it was 
Impoſſible that any ſuch intercourſe or confederacy with evil ſpirits ſhould 


ever be eſtabliſhed. - 


k 'The litcral tranſlation of the Verſe is this—He (i. e. Satan) not be- 
ing with me 15 againſt me — and not gathering ſheafs with me, ſcatters 


them all abroad 
upon their principles. 


Obſerve, that our Lord reaſoned and confuted them 


vated 
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vated guilt ſhall be forgiven; 
but that incorrigible malig- 
nity of heart, which can in- 
duce men to evade all the 
ſtriking evidence of divine 
power that hath been exhi- 
bited, by imputing them to 
2 confederacy with dæmons, 
ſhall never be forgiven—as it 
is ſuch an enormity of con- 
duct, and diſcovers a mind 
ſo inſuperably prejudiced and 
depraved, as the ſtrongeſt 
convictions could never affect 
and penetrate: e $03] 
32 Even the moſt oppro- 
brious calumnies againſt the 
ſon of man ſhall be forgiven 
— but he who ſhall reject all 
the moſt illuſtrious proofs, 
and with falſehood and blal- 
phemy aſcribe the miraculous 
operations of God to the in- 
vilible machinery and energy 
of wicked and internal ſpirits, 
precludes all conviftion, and 
ſhall never be forgiven, here 
or hereafter. $510 
33 So that as the goodneſs 
or badneſs of a tree is cer- 
tainly diſcovered by the fruit 
it bears — ſo the moral be- 
haviour and actions of men 
are an infallible teſt and cri- 


terion of the goodneſs or bad- 


neſs of their hearts. 

34 For is it poſſible that 
you, who harbour in your 
hearts ſuch virulence and ran- 
cour againſt me, can ſpeak 
of me with candour and de- 
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41 
cency ? your preſent re- 
proaches are but the over- 
flowings of a depraved heart. 

35 Mens outward conver- 
ſation and deportment are the 
true index of their minds — 
the good actions of a virtuous 
perſon flow from the pure 
fource of a good heart: but 
the actions of a bad man come 
{tained and tinctured from the 
impure fountain of a corrupt 
heart?! | 54> 

36 And be aſſured, that 
for every contemptuous ban- 
ter and ſneer that ſhall be caſt 
upon the divine authority and 
illuſtrious evidences of the 
goſpel, thoſe who have wan- 
tonly and malicioufly thrown 
out ſuch invidious reflections, 
ſhall be called to a ſevere ac- 
count at the general judg- 
ment, Pp * 

37 For men, who have had 
the evidences of the goſpel in 
all their Juſtre propoſed to 
them, ſhall in that day be 
either applauded, or con- 
demned, according as they 
have admitted or rejected the 
proofs given in atteſtation of 
it. A 


$—38 AT that time ſome 
of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees ſpoke to him and ſaid 
— ir, the miracles you have 
hitherto wrought have not 
been able to convince us— 
ſhow us ſome extraordinary 
prodigy, - that may be an ir- 
reſiſtible 
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42 
reſiſtible proof to us of your 
divine commiſſion. 
39 To whom Jeſus thus 
hed——A nation ſunk in 
debauchery and wickedneſs, 


not ſatisfied with all the proofs 


1 have hitherto publickly 
given of my prophetic mil- 
fron and character, requires 


me to exhibit before them 


ſome miraculous prodigy— 
But as they have hitherto re- 
ſiſted all the other ſtriking 
teftimonies I have hitherto 

roduced, no miraculous pro- 
viay ſhall be further granted 
them, except one that will 
be ſimilar to _ befel the 

het Jonah. | 

TS For as Jonah being 
thrown into the ſea, and ſwal- 
lowed by a 
ingulphed in its profound and 
capacious belly three, days 


terwards diſgorged, and re- 


ſtored to light and life—ſo 


ſhall the ſon of man continue 


the ſame ſpace of time in the | 
grave, and afterwards burſt | 
| 

41 The behaviour of the | 
inhabitants of Nineveh ſhow. 
tent. 


the bonds of death. + 


the conduct of the 
to be abſolutely inexcuſ- 


able. For tho* Jonah only 


gave them verbal admoni- 


great fiſh", lay | 


; 


and three nights, and was af- 


{ 
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tions attended with no mira- 
cles, yet they were awaken- 
ed, and repented in ſincere 
and unfeigned contrition — 


perſon veſted with an infi- 
nitely greater authority and 
ſuperiour power. | 
42 The conduct alſo of the 
queen of Arabia will at the 
general judgment evince to 
the whole aſſembled world 
that the condemnation of the 
preſent race will be juſt—For 
ſhe felt ſuch emotions at the 


wiſdom, that nothing could 
allay her vehement defire of 
converſing with ſuch match- 
leſs knowledge, but ſhe haſ- 
tened with impatient ſteps to 
Jeruſalem, tho' immenſe and 
rugged regions interpoſed — 
But the preſent generation 
treat a perſon of ſuperiour 
wiſdom and eminence to 
Solomon, with the laſt con- 
Em. 5" 

43 When an impure fpirit 
is ejected out of a man, it 
roams over dreary and inhoſ- 
pitable waſtes, in queſt of 
repoſe, but fatally diſap- 
pointed: _ Res 

44 Tired with devious 
wandering, and filled with 


deſpondency, it forms a re- 


1 The Greeks uſed the word xn ros to denote not merely a whale, but 
any large fiſh, as is evident from the following paſſage in Plutarch: 
Xp toy ty xalaps Myers uνeee bre uοαf. Phocion p. 1384, Ed. Steph. 


? 


- 


ſolution, 


but this age hath rejected a 


fame of Solomon's celebrated 


4a wh ti am od ho woe 


— ͤ³ 
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ſolution, at all adventures, j cate a leſſon of uſeful inſtruc- 
to return to its old refidence| tion upon his hearers, addreſ- 
— when behold ! on its ap- 
proach it finds it furniſhed | ed him, and raiſing his voice, 
with every elegance for its | ſaid—Whom do you call my 
reception. mother, and whom my bro- 
45 Tranſported with this | thers ? 
unexpected happineſs, it ran- 
ges in ſearch of its compa- | diſciples, and ſtretching out 
nions, and takes a number of | his hands over them, he faid 
dæmons of greater malignity | — Behold my mother! Be- 
and ferocity than itſelf —and | hold my brothers! PE 
they all take poſſeſſion, and | 50 For every perſon, who 
render the laſt condition of | ſincerely loves God and obeys 
that man infinitely more | his will, is united to me hy 
wretched and deplorable than] more ſtrong and intimate 
it was before n. ] bonds than the cloſeſt ties of 
$—46 Wulrx he was en- | blood can form—and ſuch a 
gaged in theſe diſcourſes, his | character ſhall be to me every 
mother and his brothers, | endearing relation in one. 
wanting to conſult him pri- 
vately, could not gain accels CHAP. XII 
to his perſon, for the multi- | 1 38 2 95 
tudes that ſurrounded him. | x B UT Jeſus finding him- 
47 Upon which a perſon ſelf greatly incommod- 
ſaid to him—your mother | ed in the houſe, and his in- 
and your brothers are come | ſtructions confined within a 
and ſeek a private conference | narrow circle, removed to 
with you, but are prevented | the fea ſhore, that he. might 
by the crouds from approach- | be more generally heard. 
ing you. | 2 And taking a boat, he 
48 From this incident Je-] fat down in it hile infi- 
ſus taking occafion to incul-| nite crowds collected and 


= By this fabulous repreſentation is fitly adumbrated the moral ſtate of 
the Jewiſh nation during our Saviour's miniſtry — for tho? their vices and 
| prejudices were for a time 4j/carde#, when ſohn made his public 
pearance, and they were baptiſed by him making penitent ' conte oF 
their ſins—yet theſe vices ſoon returned and reed them with greater 
force and violence than ever, and by rendering their hearts inatceſſible 
2 als conviction at laſt plunged them in the moſt fatal miſery and de- 

n. ä 
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ſing the perſon, who inform 


49 Then turning to his 
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formed themſelves on the 


riſing beach. 
3 Jo theſe he thought pro- 


per to convey inſtruction in 
fabulous repreſentations 


and he addreſſed to them the 
following parable — Ax huſ- 
bandman went our to ſow his 
grounds. 

4 But the ſeed being ſcat- 
tered. promiſcuoully, and in 
every direction, met accord- 
ingly a various fate for ſome 
fell on the hard beaten path, 
into which not being admit- 
ted, as it lay on the ſurface, 
the birds urged with hunger 
immediately light, and pick- 
ed it all up. 

5 Others fell on hard im- 

netrable rocks, juſt cover- 
ed with ſoil—into which as 
ſoon as received, it came up, 
but having no depth of ſoil, 
it was not able to ftrike root; 

6 ſo that when the ſun roſe 
and aſſailed it with its ſcorch- 
ing beams, it was inſtantly ſhri- 
velled, and being deſtitute of 


both root and moiſture, it 


withered, : faded, and died. 

7 Some alſo fell among 
rank and invincible weeds — 
which ſhooting out tall luxu- 


rious branches, and ſpread- 


ing around their baleful in- 
fluence, entirely choaked and 
killed it by depriving 1 it of all 
nouriſhment. 

8 But other ſeeds fell upon 
in whole genial 


good ſoil 


. te As 
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boſom being foſtered and ad- 


vanced to maturity, it repaid 
the huſbandman with a rich 
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and copious crop, proporti- 
onate to the reſpective de- 
grees of the ſoil's fertility. 

9 Let every one, whom 
God hath endowed with ra- 
tional and intellectual pow- 
ers, cultivate and improve 
them by a diligent and care- 
ful attention to truth and ſa- 
cred inſtruction. | 

$S—10 Havinc finiſhed 
this diſcourſe, the diſciples 
aſked him in private, what 
induced him to convey his 
doctrines to the populace in 


the vehicle of fiction and pa- 


rable. 

11 To which 8 he 
thus replied V our good diſ- 
poſitions have previouſly en- 
gaged you to embrace the 
goſpel, from a perſuaſion of 
its truth and excellence, and 
you are acquainted with its 


original deſign. and tendency. 


but the incredulous and 
obſtinate Jews, who com- 
poſe the greateſt part of my 
audience, are deſtitute of the 


love of virtue, candour and 


truth. 
12 For he char - 18 bleſſed 


with good diſpoſitions, and 
enquires after truth with ſin- 
cere honeſty and impartiality, 
ſhall greatly augment his for- 


mer ſtock of religious Know- 


ledge, and by the diligent 
culture 
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culture of his intellectual 
owers reap a copious har- 
veſt of wiſdom, and virtue 
but he, who carries not theſe 
good diſpoſitions to the in- 
veſtigation of truth, but hath 
his mind warped by preju- 
dice and perverted by vice, 
will be ſo far from embracing 
truth, when it preſents itlelf 


before him, in the fulneſs of 


evidence, that it will only 
rivet and eſtabliſn his former 
prejudices the more. 

13 This, therefore, is the 
motive that hath induced me 
to veil the truth under the 
ſhade of parable — becauſe 
thoſe, who have been eye- 
witneſſes of my illuſtrious 
miracles, have not been con- 
vinced; and thoſe who have 
heard authentic accounts of 
them, have not been per- 
ſuaded of their credibility 
and admitted them as proots 
of my divine miſſion and 
character. 

14 So that I may juſtly 
apply to the preſent age the 
following paſſage in Ifaiah, as 
deſcriptive of their moral {tate 
and condition — ** You ſhall 
hear repeated accounts of the 
moit amazing miracles —but 
they ſhall produce no rational 


_ convictions in your minds — 


you ſhall even behold fre- 
quent diſplays of ſupernatu- | 
ral power — but ſhall not ac- 
knowledge it to be divine, 


„ 19 The leed; 


| 
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15 For the perception of 
this people 1s blunted by pre- 
poſſeſſion, fo that it is impoſ- 
ſible to gain admiſſion to their 
hearts by the avenues of any 
of their ſenſes for they have 
neither the faculties of ſeeing; 
| hearing, or underſtanding to 
beſtow on any ſcheme, that 
hath a tendency to produce a 
general reformation and az 


mendment of life among 


them.“ 

16 But great beyond de- 
ſcription is your happineſs, 
who are upon the ſtrongeſt 
evidence convinced, by what 
you continually ſee and hear, 
of the divine Wignity and e- 
minence of my prophetic of- 
fice and authority. 

17 For be affured, that 
many of the moſt illuſtrious 
and diſtinguiſhed perſonages 


for wiſdom and virtue in for- 


mer ages, have deſired to live 
in the times in which you live, 
and to be ſpectators of thoſe 
grand ſcenes, which you every 
day behold but were not 
permitted. 

18 As you have, there- 
tore, embraced my religion, 
and are deſirous to know its 
precepts and doctrines — at- 
tend to the following expli - 
cation of the fable juſt re- 
cited. 
then, that 
was ſcattered upon the beaten 
path repreſents every perſon 

whoſe 


whoſe prejudices and ſtupidi- 


of Chriſtianity to make any 


laſting impreſſion upon their 


minds, but ſurrender up the 
principles of it an eaſy prey 
to any perſon. who is wick- 
ed enough to deſire the ſa- 
crifice. 
20 The ſeed ſown upon 
the rocks ſlightly covered 
with earth is intended to de- 
feribe thoſe, who - the firſt 
propoſal immediately embrace 
the goſpel with tranſport. 
21 But theſe their tranſ- 
ports are but of a ſhort and 
momentary duration —— for 
their minds being full of ca- 
price and levity render it im- 
poſſible for the goſpel to e- 
rect any thing ſohd and du- 
rable on ſo light and unſtable 
a foundation —— ſo that the 


very firſt trial and perſecu- } 
when every eye was cloſ- 


tion, that aſſails them, ſub- 
verts their principles, and 
cauſes them immediately to 
abjure Chriſtianity without 
the leaſt remorſe. 
22 The ſeed, 
which was diſſeminated a- 
mong thorns, denotes thoſe, 
who hear and profeſs the goſ- 
pel but their anxious ſoli- 
- Citude for ſecular honour and 


grandeur, and their inſatiable | 


luſt of gold, deprive the good 
principles' they have imbibed 
of nouriſhment, and entirely. 
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preclude all religious and vir- 
tuous improvement. 

23 Laſtly, by the good 
ſeed ſown upon good land 
are ſignified thoſe virtuous 
characters, who attentively 
liſten to the important leſſons 
of the goſpel, and make it 
their ſtudy to underſtand 
them — and who, in conſe- 
quence of their thirſt after 
moral and religious pleaſures, 
attain a conſiderable profici- 
ency in the knowledge of di- 
vine things. . 

$—24 AFTER having thus 
given t. e moral of the fore- 
going fa le in private to his 
diſciples—he addreſſed to the 
people alſo the following pa- 
rable— TE goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion may be compared to an 


 huſbandman, who ſowed his 
ground with good 


ed, 
25 But at the dead of night, 


ed in ſleep, his malicious e- 


nemy ſtole into the field — 
ſowed tares among the wheat 
I —and then ſlunk away. 

noreover, | 
the corn in the blade and be- 
gan to promiſe a copious har- 


26 So that no ſooner was 


veſt, but it was found to be 


intermixed with tares, which 
ſhot up in great abundance. 


27 Struck with this unex- 
pected phænomenon, the ſer- 


vants haſtened to their maſter 


and faid — Sir, you certainly 
| ſowed 
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ſowed good grain in your field 
what is the reaſon, there- 
fore, that it hath produced 
ſuch a quantity of tares? 

28 This injury, ſaid he to 
them, is done me by ſome 
perſon that wiſhes me ill — 
Would you have us go then, 
| ſaid the ſervants, and clear the 
_ crops of them? wo 
29 By no means, he re- 
plied for by eradicating the 
tares you will at the fame 
time looſen the roots of the 
wheat. 5 5 
- 20 Let both continue in 
the mixed ſtate they are in 
_ *til the harveſt — and then I 
ſhall order my reapers firſt to 
collect the tares together and 
burn them up — afterwards 


carefully to ſelect the good 


grain and repoſit it in my 
barn. 

$—31 The following was 
alſo another of his inſtructive 
fables, which he publickly 
delivered — CHRISTIANITY. 
is in its original like a ſingle 
grain of muſtard ſeed, which 
a man ſows in his field. 

32 Which is one of the 
leaſt of all ſeeds—but after it 
hath attained its full growth, 


becomes one of the talleſt | 


of the vegetable world, and 
ſtretches out its branches 
with ſuch ſtately growth and 
luxuriance, as to afford ſhel- 
ter and lodging to the fea- 
thered tribes. 
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$ — 33 Turs parable he 
likewiſe addreſſed to the peo- 
ple—CHRISTLIANITY may be 


'i© > #-; 


| compared to leaven, which 


a woman mixed among, a 
very conſiderable quantity-of 
dough, till the whole mals 
was fermented. ; 115 
34 Fable or parable was 
the didactic form in which 
Jeſus choſe to convey inſtruc- 
tion to his audience—All his 
publick diſcourſes abounded 
with moral allegories and fi- 
gurative repreſentations: 
35 So that the words of 
the pſalmiſt may be properly 
cited and applied to 2 — 


I will utter parables, and 


diſcloſe important things un- 
known to former ages.” 

$—36 After Jeſus had re- 
tired from the multitude into 
a private houſe—the diſciples 
approached and thus accoſted 
him Condeſcend to give us 
an explication of the fable of 
the tares. 

37 In compliance with 
their requeſt he gave them 
the following explanation 
By the perſon, who ſowed the 
good grain, I intended to 
repreſent the ſon of man 

38 By the field the pre- 


ſent ſtate of trial and diſci- 


pline by the good grain, 
virtuous—and by the tares 


wicked chriſtians. 


39 By the enemy that ſow- 


* them, the devil by the 


har veſt, 
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harveſt, the final conſumma- 
tion of this probationary ſcene 
—— and by the reapers, the 
Angels. 


40 For as in harveſt | time 


the tares are carefully ſepa- 
rated from the grain, collec- 
ted together, and entirely 
burnt up—ſo will God in the 
day of judgment deal with 
worthleſs and incorrigible ſin- 
ners. | 
41 For the ſon of man 
ſhall diſpatch his angels into 
every part of his wide and 
extenſive kingdom, and they 
ſhall convene together every 
one, who hath wilfully, ei- 
ther by precept or example, 
impeded the progreſs of re- 
ligion, and led impious and 
1mmoral lives: 

42 And they ſhall drive 
and precipitate them into a 
yawning gulph of flamin 
fire, where they ſhall feel the 
moſt excruciating. pain, and 
_ ſuffer miſery and horrour 
unutterable. 

43 But the ſincerely pious 
and virtuous ſhall then be 
inveſted with a robe of celeſ- 
tial glory, reſembling the 


pure effulgence of the meri- 


dian ſun Let every rational 
and accountable being attend 


to theſe important and inter- 


eſting diſcoveries. 


&—44 Acain, the Chriſ- 
tian revelation is like an ex- 


ceeding rich and ſplendid, 


- 


| treaſure, which had for a long 
time lain privately concealed 


in a field which a man 


chancing to difcover, is tranſ- 


ported with inexpreſſible joy 
— covers it up up again — 


haſtens home with rapid and 


impatient ſteps—and converts 


his whole eſtate into money, 


to purchaſe that field. 
$—45 Tux goſpel king- 
dom reſembles alſo a mer- 
chant, who indefatigably ex- 
plores foreign regions in ſearch 
of the choiceſt diamonds : 
46 And happening to meet 


with one of immenſe value 
he goes immediately and ſells 


every thing he hath in the 
world, and makes a purchaſe 
of it. e 0; 


$—47 FINALLY, Chriſtia« 


nity is like a net caſt into the 


ſea, and incloſing fiſh of every 


ſpecies: 

48 And when it is replete, 
they drag it to land then 
ſeating themſelves upon the 
ſnore, they ſeparate the good 
from the bad and carefully 


preſerve the firſt, but throw 
the laſt away as altogether 


uſeleſs. „ 
In a manner ſimilar to 
this ſhall men be treated at 
the general reſurrection for 
the angels of God ſhall then 
be ſent out to ſever the wick- 
ed from the virtuous: 


50 Whom, after they have | 
thus diſcriminated, they will | 


plunge 


plunge into an abyſs of flam- 
ing fire, in which they will 
feel the moſt dire and agon- 
izing torments. | 
| $—=51 AFTER ſpeaking 
theſe parables Jeſus ſaid to 
his diſciples — Do you per- 
fectly underſtand my mean- 
ing and intention? —— they 
anſwered in the affirmative. 
32 He then ſaid to them 
—every publick teacher of 
chriſtianity ought to ſtudy the 
precepts and doctrines of it 
with ſuch ſedulous applica- 
tion and induſtry, that he, 
like a careful and provident 
maſter of a large family, may 
lay up a rich and inexhauſti- 
ble fund of uſeful knowledge, 
and may upon every occaſion 
be always able from a mind 
replete with wiſdom to ad- 
miniſter an ample and ſalutary 
repaſt for the conſolation and 
benefit of mankynd in every 
various ſtate and condition. 
| $—53 ArrzER Jeſus had 
delivered. theſe parables, he 
removed from thoſe parts, 


54 and coming into his 


native country he publickly 


taught in their religious aſ- 


ſemblies—and diſplayed ſuch 


amazing wiſdom and profound 


erudition in his diſcourſes, 
that his audience was ſtruck 
with the utmoſt ſurpriſe, and 
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ſaid one to another = Where 
did this man acquire his learn- 
ing — whence did he derive 
his ſuperiour abilities? 

55 Do not we know him 
to be born of an ignoble and 
obſcure family? Is not his 
father a carpenter ? — We all 
know his mother Mary, and 
his brothers James and John, 
Simon and Jude. 

56 His ſiſters too are all 


ſettled among us —How 1s it 


therefore that a perſon of ſuch 
mean parentage, and deſtitute 
of a liberal education, comes to 
be endowed, all on a ſudden, 
with ſuch ſtupendous learn- 
ing and aſtoniſhing gifts ? 

57 Theſe confiderations 
led them to conceive the moſt 
violent and invincible preju- 
dices againſt him But upon 
this unreaſonable diſguſt and 
abſurd concluſion of his coun- 
trymen, Jeſus made the fol- 


[lowing obſervation—A pub- 


lick inſtructor is never ſo ſure 
to meet with diſreſpectful 
treatment, as among his re- 
lations and acquaintance, 

58 And he worked but 
few miracles among them, 
becauſe he judged it morally 
impoſſible to remove their in- 
veterate prejudices, and to 
convince ſuch obſtinate and 
1ncorrigible incredulity, 


E CHAE 
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CHAP. XIV. 
1 HE fame of theſe 


illuſtrious miracles 
had now reached Herod's 
court, who was the Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and raiſed pain- 
ful emotions in his mind. 

2 Greatly alarmed, there- 
fore, and being ſtung with 
a ſenſe of conſcious guilt, he 
told his courtiers — that this 


perſon, who did ſuch ſtupen- | 7 | 
ed into ſuch extravagancies, 


duous things, could be no 
other than John the Baptiſt, 
whom he had lately behead- 
ed, but whom divine provi— 
dence had now reſtored to 
ne TY 

3 For upon John's freely 
remonſtrating againſt his in- 
tended marriage with Hero- 
dias his brother Philip's lady, 


Herod was ſo exalperated, | g 
that he immediately ordered | 


him to be apprehended and 


| 
loaded with chains; | 


4 Merely becauſe John | 


had the undaunted reſolution | 
to aſſure him — That ſuch a 
marriage would be a flagrant 
violation of the law of God. 
5 This bold declaration in- 
cenſed the tyrant to ſuch a 
degree, that nothing would 
content him but his blood 
and this he would inſtantly 
have ſhed, but he was afraid 
that hy this ſtep he ſhould in- 
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for John was eſteemed by 


the majority as a moſt illuſ- 


trious prophet. | | 
6 While John was under con- 
finement, it happened that He- 


ficence- 
the daughter of Herodias 


danced before the company 
with ſuch inimitable grace and 


elegance, as filled Herod with 
ecſtacies of rapture. 
7 So that he was tranſport- 


as to promiſe by the moſt 
ſolemn adjuration, before the 
whole aſſembly — that what 
ſhe ſhould aſk of him, he 
would give her, whatever it 
ſhould be. 3 

8 The young lady hearing 
this aſſeveration, and being 
 previoufly taught and inſti- 
ated by her mother, ſaid 
directly Obe me then, Sir, 
the head of the Baptiſt. 

9 Upon ſuch an unexpect- 
ed demand the king was 
thrown into the utmoſt per- 
turbation and grief for the 
raſh promiſe he had made— 
and would gladly have re- 
tracted it but the ſolemn 
obligation, with which he 


regard to the company, who 
had all been witneffes of it, 
incited him to give orders, 


—_— 


mediately be granted. 


cur the odium of his ſubjects 


10 An 


rod celebrated his birth day 
| with great pomp and magni- | 
on which occaſion 


had bound himſelf, and a | 


that her requeft ſhould .im- Þ 
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10 An executioner, there- 
fore, was diſpatched to the 
priſon in which he lay, to e 


head him. 
11 And his head was 


brought into the room upon 
a large diſh, and preſented to 


the young lady, who carried 


it to her mother. | 
12 When John's diſciples 
were acquainted with the fate 
of their maſter, they went to 
the priſon —— took up his 
corpſe and buried it then 
came and informed Jeſus of 
all that had happened. 
1g Wren Jeſus receiv- 
ed this account, he removed 
from that part of the country 
and croſſing the lake, 


* ht a private and ſequeſt- 


ered retreat — But when the 
populace underſtood where 
he had retired, they repaired 
by land to the place, from 
all the neighbouring towns, 
in a prodigious concourſe. | 

14 Jeſus beholding ſuch an 
immenſe crowd collected to- 
gether, was affected with the 
tendereſt ſympathy and com- 


paſſion, and healed all among 


them, who laboured under 
any indiſpoſition. 

15 But the evening now 
advancing, the diſciples came 
to him and ſaid This is a 
waſte and inhoſpitable coun- 
try, in which we now are, 


end at a conſiderable diſtance 
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51 
from any inhabited place 
it will be proper, therefore, 
for you to diſmiſs the multi- 
tude before the cloſe of the 
day, that they may have time 
to reach the villages and get 
refreſhment. 

16 To whom Jeſus replied 

There is no neceſſity to 
diſmiſs them — furniſh provi- 
ſions for them yourſelves. 

17 That is impoſſible, they 
anſwered——for all our ſtock 
amounts only to five loaves 
and two fiſnes. 

18 Theſe he ordered them 
to 99 to him. 

Then commanding the 
ap to ſit don upon 
the graſs in regular and uni- 
form rows, he took the five 
loaves and the two fiſhes into 
his hands, directed his eyes 
to heaven, and devoutly bleſ- 
ſed God after this he broke 
them diſtributed them to 
his diſciples and the diſci- 
ples to the multitude. 

20 But this ſcanty pittance 
was ſo miraculouſly multipli- 
ed by an immediate exertion 
of divine power, that not on- 
ly was every individual plen- 


| tifully entertained, but there 


remained, over and above 
what was conſumed, frag- 
ments ſufficient to fill twelve 
baſkets. | | 

21 The number of thoſe, 
who were thus feaſted, with - 
E 2 out 


4 
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out reckoning the women and | 
children, preſent, was about 
five thouſand. 
| {$—22 IMMEDIATELY after 
this, Jeſus with ſome difficul- 
ty prevailed upon his diſci 
ples, who were unwilling to 
part from him, to take a 
boat and croſs over the lake, 
while he diſmiſſed the people 
to their reſpective homes. 
23 His diſciples being 
gone, and the vaſt aſſembly 
broken up, he aſcended a 
neighbouring mountain in or- 
der that none might intrude 
upon his private devotions— 
and in this ſequeſtered retire- 
ment he continued *rill night. 
24 In the mean time the 
boat was in tlie midſt of the 
lake, laſhed by the foaming 
waves, and aſſailed by a tem- 
peituous and contrary wind, 


and in unminent danger of | 


being ſwallowed up in the 
abyſs. 

. 25 After they had con- 
flicted with the ſtorm the 
greateſt part of the night; 
about the fourth watch Jeſus 
advanced towards them, 
walking on the ſurface of the 
deep. | =] 
26 The diſciples, who 
were in the veſſel, deſcrying 
an human form gliding with 
ſuſpended ſteps over the a- 
byſs, were thrown into the 
greateſt conſternation, and 


concluded it was an appari- 
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tion — ſo that. when they ſaw 


it gradually approach nearer 


© , - 
and nearer, ſuch was their 


extreme fear at laſt, that they 
ſent forth cries and ſhrieks of 
terrour. 

27 Jeſus being now ad- 
vanced near to he boat, ſpoke 
to them — told them who he 
was, and bid them baniſh 
their fears. 

28 Tranſported with this 
aſſurance from his well Known 
voice, and elated with confi- 
dence, Peter teplied—If it is 
you, command the waves alſo 
to ſuſtain my feet, that 1 may 
come and embrace you. 

29 Jeſus then ordered him 
to come forward —— upon 
which he quitted the veſſe]— 
and began at firſt to advance 
with intrepid ſteps_upon the 
ſurface of the waters: 

30 But hearing the loud 
roar, and feeling the ſtrong 


impetuoſity of the ſtorm, he 


was chilled with terrour, and 
finding himſelf ſinking — he 
cried out —— Save me, Sir, 
this moment ſave mef _ 
31 Jeſus then immediately 
extended his hand - caught 
hold of him and ſaid - Why, 
O thou incredulous! haſt 
thou now diſtruſted that mi- 
raculous power, of which 
thou haſt ſeen ſo many inſtan- 
ces? Ya 8 
32 They both then enter- 
ed the boat and inſtantly 
5 the 


Chap. xv. 


the tempeſt and he billows 4 


were heard no more, and 2 
your diſciples think it no 


breach of duty to eat bread 


perfect calm enſued. 


33 They who were in the 
yeſſel ſeeing this amazing 
ſcene, proſtrated themſelves 
at his feet, and with the pro- 


foundeſt reverence acknow- 


ledged the divinity of his per- 


ſon and character. 


34 When they had croſſed 


the lake, they travelled into 
| the law hath ſolemnly enjoin- 


the country of Genneſaret. 
35 The inhabitants 
which parts knowin 


of 


patched immediately, upon 
his arrival, meſſengers into 


all the adjacent countries— 
who upon this information | 


given them, brought their 


| fick and diſeaſed to him in 


great numbers : 

36 Who only begged to 
be permitted to touch the 
hem of his garment— which 
being granted, they were in- 


ſtantly reſtored to perfect 
have you abſolutely vacated 


and annulled the plain and 
| expreſs command of God 


health. 


CH AP. XV. 


I BOUT that time 

there came to Jelus 
ſome of the Scribes and 
Phariſees who lived in Je- 
ruſalem and thus ſpoke to 
him, 

2 What induces you to 
permit your diſciples to vio- 
late thoſe wiſe traditionacy | 
maxims, that have been hand- 
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dignity of his character, diſ- 


33 


ed down to us by our religi- 
ous anceſtors ? ? It ſeems 


with unwaſhed hands. 
3 To whom Jeſus thus 
replied Why do you break 


the expreſs command of the 


great God, rather than ſuper- 
ede the ſu perſtitio us traditions 
of your elders? 

4 For example—God in 


ed upon you this precept— 
* Honour thy father and mo- 
ther—let him, who treats his 
parents in an abuſive and in- 
jurious manner, be put to 
death.” 

5 But you, in dire& op- 
poſition to this divine com- 
mand, ſay That whoſoever 
dedicates his ſubſtance to pi- 
ous and religious uſes, is un- 
der no obligation to relieve 
an aged and neceſſitous pa- 


rent. 
6 In this Aagrant manner 


while you ſcrupulouſly ob- 
ſerve every ſuperſtitious tra- 
dition. 

What ſanctimonious and 
deteſtable hypacrites!—excel- 
lently hath the propher Iſaiah 
characteriſed you in the fol- 
lowing paſſage, 

8 This people approach 
me with demure and morti- 
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fied looks, but their hearts 
are not at all engaged in what 
they utter: 

9 Vain, therefore, are all 
their pretences to ſuperiour 
ſanctity, while they rigorouſly 


inſiſt upon the traditions of | 


men to the total diſregard 
and contempt of the divine 
commands.” 

10 Having thus ſpoken, he 
turned to the populace and 
ſaid carefully attend to the 
importance of what I am go- 
ing to declare, and diligently 
revolve it in your minds— | 

11 It is not any thing ex- 
ternal that renders a perſon 
unclean, but impurity hath 
its ſource ſolely from within. 


12 After this the diſciples 


came near him and faid—Do 
not you know that the Pha- 
riſees were exceſſively exaſ- 
perated at the diſcourſe you 
Juſt now levelled againſt their 
traditions ? 

12 Eyery doctrine, anſwer- 
ed Jeſus, that hath not the 
ſanction of my heavenly Fa- 
ther to ſupport it, both it, 
and they who propagate it, 
all be deftroyed. 

4 They are altogether un- 
worthy your concern and ſo- 


licitude they are blind ſu- 


perſtitious teachers of a wil- 
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ſoon ſhall both they who thus 


notoriouſly corrupt the ſacred 
| precepts of God, and thoſe 


who ſuffer themſelves to be 
deceived by them, moſt mi- 
ſerably periſh *. 

13 When Jeſus had ſpoken 
thus, Peter deſired him to 
explain to them the meaning 
of thoſe figurative expreſſions 
he had lately made uſe of, 

16 On hearing this requeſt 
Jeſus ſaid — Do not you un- 
derſtand my meaning ? 

17 Do not you conſider, 
that no meat whatever that 
is received into the ſtomach 
can haye any influence upon 
the moral temper and diſpo- 
fition of the mind ? 

18 Evil diſpoſitions alone 
defile a man — and theſe de- 
rive their original from the 
heart, which is the ſource of 
action. 

19 For from the heart pro- 
ceed wicked intentions, mur- 
der, adultery, debauchery, 
theft, perjury, ſcandal. 

20 Theſe are the things 
that conſtitute moral impu- 
rity in the ſight of God—But 
merely eating with unwaſhed 
hands cannot render a perſor 0 
polluted. ä 

21 AFTERWARDS Jeſus 
removed from that. place, and 
retired into that part of the 


In this, and the preceding 8 our Lord refers to che deſtruction of 
' Jeruſalem. 


country 


hum, crying in a loud and im- 


— 


Chap. xv. 


country that lay contiguous 
to Tyre and Sidon. 


22 And a woman, who! 
was a Canaanite, an inhabi- | 


tant of that region; followed' 


portunate manner — O thou 


ſon of David! pity my un-| 


happy circumſtances ! I have 
a daughter, who 1s in a moſt 
dreadful manner tormented 
by a demon. | | 
23 But notwithſtanding 
her vehemence Jeſus made 
her no reply — Upon which 
the diſciples came to him and 
deſired him to diſmiſs her, for 
that they were ſtunned and 
teazed . by her clamour and 
importunity. | 


24 To her requeſt he thus 


anſwered — I was not ſent to 
propagate my doctrines a- 
mong the Heathens —— my 
miſſion and miniſtry are ſole- 
ly confined to the depraved 
and degenerate nation of the 
Jews. „ 
25 She then advanced up 
to him and accoſted him in 
the moſt reſpectful manner, 
ſaying Sir, be pleaſed to 
befriend me in my unhappy 
circumſtances ! 7» 

26 Jeſus ſaid to her—lIt is 
not proper to take that food, 
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dren, and throw it to the 

dogs. * 

27 It is true, Sir, ſhe ſaid 

but yet the dogs are permit- 

ted freely to eat the crumbs 
that fall from the plentiful 
table of their maſters. 

28 Struck with this in- 
genious and unexpected re- 
ply, Jeſus faid—As you re- 
poſe ſuch ſingular confidence 
in my power to aſſiſt you 
your requeſt 1s granted—and 
from that inſtant her daugh- 
ter enjoyed a perfect cure. 

29 LrAvlxc that coun- 
try Jeſus removed near the 
lake of Galilee — where hav- 
ing aſcended a mountain, he 
{at down, 

30 and there collected 
round him an immenſe mul- 
titude, bringing with them 
perſons who were lame, blind, 
dumb, mutilatedꝰ, and la- 
bouring under various other 
infirmities. Theſe unhappy 
creatures they laid at the feet 
of Jeſus, and he inſtantane- 
ouſly healed them. 

31 So that the multitude 
was ſeized with the laſt aſto- 
niſhment, when they ſaw the 

dumb ſpeak, the mutilated 

perfect, the lame walk, and 
the blind reſtored to ſight— 


which was deſigned for chil- 


| Struck with wonder and gra- 


? Kyaayc were thoſe who wanted a limb, and is a quite different word 
from 5 @xvs mentioned in this catalogue of unhappy caſes. 
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titude, 
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titude, they glorified the God 
of E 

2 Jeſus then calling his 
diſciples to him ſaid ] ſin- 
cerely commiſerate the con- 
dition of this multitude a- 
round me — they have been 
with me three days, and are 
now entirely deſtitute of food 
— am unwilling to diſmiſs 
them without refreſhment, 
for I am afraid many, being 


at a conſiderable diſtance | 


from home, will faint by the 
way. 

33 To this the diſciples 
replied — how is it poſſible 
for us, in ſuch a wild ſolitude 
as this, to provide food to 


entertain ſuch a prodigious 


number of people. 

34 Jeſus then ſaid What 
proviſions are you able to 
collect among yourſelves? — 
They anſwered We have 
only ſeven loaves and a few 
ttle fiſhes. 

35 Jeſus commanded all 
the crowd to fit down on the 
_ graſs in regular rows. 

36 This done — he took 
the ſeven loaves and the fiſhes 
— bleſſed God brake them 
— gave them to his diſciples 
— and ordered them to diſ- 
tribute them among tl the mul- 
titude, 

7 Who all eat, and were 
fatisfied—and the fragments, 
that were collected afterwards, 


* 


ö 


were enough to fill ſeven 
| baſkets. 

38 The number of people, 
who were thus miraculouſly 
entertained, without reckon- 
ing women and children, a- 
mounted to four thouſand. . 

39 Having thus refreſhed 
the multitude, he diſmiſſed 
them to their homes — and 
taking boat went by water 
into the ry of ON 
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T that time the Pha- 

riſees and Sadducees 

came with an intention to 
make trial of his miraculous 
powers — and thus accoſted 
him — Be pleaſed to ſhow us 
ſome grand illuſtrious pro- 
digy in the ſky to convince 
us of thy prophetic character. 
2 To whom he thus re- 
plied —In the evening you 
prognofticate, from the rud- 
dy appearance of the heaven, 
that it will be calm and ſe- 
rene weather on the morrow. 
3 In the morning you fore- 
tel that the day will be rainy 
and tempeſtuous from the 
red and gloomy aſpect of the 
heavens——Hypocrites ! ye 
pretend to great accuracy and 
| certainty in prognoſticating 
the weather from the appear- 
ance of the ſky—and are not 
you able, with the greateſt 


| | 


- | prone 
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preciſion and clearneſs to diſ- 
cern the particular marks and 
features of the preſent pe- 
riod ? 3 

4 An age immerſed in 
wickedneſs and debauchery 
deſires me to diſplay ſome 
illuſtrious prodigy in the ſky 
for their conviction - But no 
ſuch ſtriking ſignal ſhall be 
exhibited before it — except 
one publick prodigy that ſhall 
be ſimilar to what happened 
to the prophet Jonah — Af. 
ter having ſaid this, he ab- 
ruptly left them and with- 
drew. _ | 

$—5 CRossInG the lake 
with his diſciples—when they 
were arrived upon the oppo- 
ſite ſhore they found they had 
forgotten to take proviſions 
with them. 

6 Now Jeſus hadjuſtcharg- 
ed them ſtrictly, ſaying 
Cautiouſly avoid the leaven 
of the Phariſees and Saddu- 
cees. 8 
7 This advice, therefore, 
they all interpreted as a re- 
proof of their forgetfulneſs in 
not providing themſelves with 
bread. 5 | 


8 Jeſus, conſcious of their 


miſtake, ſaid Why do you 


diſcover ſuch general uneaſi- 
neſs and painful ſolicitude, 
merely becauſe you have for- 
gotten to take proviſions with 
5ou? how long will you 
gontinue to diſtruſt my power? 
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Cannot you conclude 
that Jam able to ſupply your 
wants in a miraculous man- 
ner, when you reflect that 1 
entertained five thouſand with 
five loaves, and the frag- 
ments that were collected, 
filled twelve baſkets. 

10 How many baſkets, 
alſo, were filled with the frag- 
ments of the feaſt, at the 
time when I diſtributed ſeven 
loaves among four thouſand ? 
11 Have you not ſagacity 
and diſcernment enough to 
diſcover, that when I caution- 
ed you againſt the leaven of 
the Phariſees and Sadducees, 
did not intend to be under- 
ſtood literally? | 

12 Then they clearly per- 
ceived, that it was againſt the 
pernicious leaven of the doc- 
trines of the Phariſees and 
Sadducees, which had diffuſ- 
ed itſelf through the maſs of 
the Jewiſh nation, that he 
adviſed them. 

$—13 AFTER this, as Je- 
ſus was travelling in the coun- 
try about Cæſarea Philippi, 
he ſaid to his diſciples 
What opinion does the world 
entertain of me — Whom do 
they ſay I am? 

14 They anſwered—Some 
judge you to be John the 
Baptiſt, reſtored to life 
others think you are Elias, 
the harbinger of the Meſſiah 
ile others ſay you are 
Teremiah, 
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Jeremiah, or ſome one of the 


antient prophets. 


15 But whom, ſaid he, do! 


you imagine me to be? 
16 Thou art, Simon Peter 


replied, the Meſſiah, the ſon 


of the ever living God. 
17 Upon which Jeſus an- 
ſwered Diſtinguiſhed will 
be thy happineſs, Simon, ſon 
of Jonas 
and ſagacity have not enabled 
thee to give this teſtimony 
my heavenly Father. revealed 
to thy mind this important 
truth. Es 
18 1 ſolemnly aſſure thee, 
therefore, that as thy name 
ſignifies a rock — upon this 
rock will I fix the baſis of my 
church ?, and all the infernal 
powers ſhall never be able to 
ſubvert it. ES 

19 Thee will T inveſt with 
the illuſtrious honour of be- 
ing the firſt preacher of the 
chriſtian difpenſation——the 
great laws and rules of which, 
when firft publiſhed among 
men, ſhall be confirmed and 
ratified in heaven. 

20 He then charged his 
diſciples in the moſt ſtrict 
and peremptory manner, that 
they would not divulge it to 
the world, that he was the 
_ Meſſiah. 


$——21 From this time 


The Hiſtory of JESUS 


Human wiſdom 


Chap. xvi, 


| Jeſus began to declare in ex- 
preſs terms to his diſciples— 
that he muſt go to Jeruſalem 
— muſt there ſuffer the moſt 
abuſive treatment from the 
magiſtrates, the high-prieſts, 
and the clergy—be publickly 
executed but ſhould be 
raiſed, by divine power, on 
the third day. | 
22 Alarmed and confound- 
ed at ſuch a declaration Peter 
took the liberty, in private, 
to expoſtulate with him, and 
to reprehend him for predict- 
ing to himſelf ſuch a fate — 
ſaying, God forbid, that you 
ſhou'd ever be involved in 
ſuch ſufferings ! —Impoſlible, 
that this ſhouldever befal you! 
23 But he turned ſudden- 
ly, and ſaid to Peter Thou 
art an adverſary and obſtacle 
to the cauſe in which I am 
engaged Diverting my ſuf- 
ferings would be cruſhing my 
religion Thou ſpeakeſt like 
a ſhort-ſighted mortal, and 
knoweft not in what manner 
the great ſcheme, which 1n- 


O- 


| finite wiſdom hath planned, 


is to be accompliſhed. 

24 ,Jeſus then ſaid to his 
diſciples ——Whoſoever will 
approve- himfelf a true and 
genuine profeſſor of my reli- 
gion, muſt renounce all world- 


ly intereſts, and break every 


v peter was the firſt perſon who opened the goſpel diſpenſation. See 


Acts x. 


fond 


Chap. xvii. 


fond attachment, when they 
come in competition with his 
duty — and, after the ex- 


ample of his lord and maſter, 


ſubmit to the ſevereſt ſuffer- 


ings which it may ſeem good 


to infinite wiſdom to inflict 
upon him. | 


25 For he, who by mean] 


and wicked compliances, is 
deſirous to ſave his life, ſhall' 
loſe it to all eternity—But he 
who ſhall- chearfully loſe life, 
rather than violate his con- 
ſcience and duty to me, ſhall 
finally recover it with infinite 
advantage. 5 FE 3th 
26 For could a man, by 
the proſtitution of all con- 
ſcience and virtue, ſecure the 


poſſeſſion of the whole uni- | 


verſe—yet what benefit would 
reſult to him from it, if he 
was at laſt to incur eternal 
death! Or what can a perſon 
ſubſtitute as an equivalent for 
the loſs of immortal life! 

27 The time is coming, 


when the Meſſiah ſhall make 


his appearance, arrayed with 
the majeſty of his Father, 
and attended with a glorious 
retinue of angels and he will 
paſs ſentence upon every man, 
according to his conduct. 
28 I can aſſure you that there 
are ſome perſons now before 
me, who ſhall live to ſee the 
ſon of man uſhered with mag- 
nificentpomp and triumph in- 
to his kingdom. | 
1 


_ 
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CHA EE: Av 
1 A BOUT a week after 
| this Jeſus took Peter, 
James and his brother John, 
and with them privately a- 


ſcended a lofty mountain. 
2 Here they ſaw his per- 


ſon undergo an aſtoniſhing 
transformation — for a luſtre, 
equal to that of the ſun, dart- 
ed from his countenance — 
and he appeared as inveſted 
with a robe of light. 


3 While they were ſtruck 
with this amazing alteration, 
they beheld Moſes and Elias, 
in glorious forms, approach 


and converſe with him. 
4 lege (ape wa with the 
pleaſure this wonderful 


ſcene, Peter cried out—How 


happy will it be for us to reſide 


in this place! Permit us here 


to erect three tents—one for 
you, another for Moſes, and 
a third for Elias. 


5 While he was thus ſpeak- 
ing, a bright radiant cloud 


axed itſelf over them—from 


which they heard this voice 
diſtinctly and folemnly iſſue 
This is my ſon, the object 
of my fondeſt affections — 
Hear and obey him 

6 The diſciples, ſtruck 


with the majeſty of this di- 


vine voice, fell E and 
ſunk into the laſt conſterna- 


tion. 


7 But 
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7 But Jeſus came to them, 
touched them, and bad them 
riſe, and baniſh all their fears. 

8 They looked then a- 
round, but law 1 no perſon but 
Jeſus. | 
9 As they were deſcending 
the mountain, Jeſus ſtrictly 
charged them, by no means 
to divulge the glorious ſcene, 
.of which they had juſt been 
witneſſes, till after his reſur-, 

rection. | f 
10 The diſciples then aſk- 
ed him this queſtion Why 
do the Jewiſh clergy ſay that 

Elias muſt be the immediate 
predeceſſor of the Meſſiah ? 

11 The fentiments of the 
Jewiſh doctors, ſaid Jeſus, are 
juſt—Elias in the ſcheme of 
divine providence was to be 
the harbinger of the Meſſiah, 

and to * prepare mens minds 
for the reception of his doc- 
trines. 

12 Only let me aſſure you, 
that this Elias is already come, 
but the Jews rejected him, 
and abuſed his perſon and 
miniſtry with every wanton 
inſolence and indignity and 
they will expoſe me to ſimilar 
cruelties and ſufferings. 

13 The diſciples were then 
cn insed that by Elias he 
meant John the Baptiſt. 

$— 14 Wu they were 
returned to the multitude — 
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confidence in my power 


Chap. xvii. 
a perſon came up to him — 
and then fell on his knees, 

15 ſaying — Sir, have pity 
upon my ſon, who is a luna» 
tic, and an object of great 
| compaſſion—for he trequent- 
ly falls into the fire, or into 
the water. 

16 This unhappy creature 
I brought to thy diſciples— 
but they were not able to 
heal him. 

17 Jeſus then reproved 
them, ſaying -O incredulous 
and untractable race! how 
long ſhall I reſide among you, 
before I convince you of the 
dignity and extent of my mi- 
raculous power! How long 
ſhall J bear with your want 
of confidence in me — Bring 
your ſon hither to me. 

18 He was accordingly 
brought — and Jeſus by a 
word expelled the diſcale— 


and the young perſon was 


inſtantaneouſly | reſtored to 
on health, | 

19 When the multitudes 
were diſmiſſed the diſciples 
came to Jeſus in private, and 
aſked him the reaſon, why 
they were not able to eject 
that demon. 
20 It was ſolely owing, 


he replied, to your want of 


For did your faith bear the 


55 see ap Cambridge MS. 


ſmalleſt proportion to the 


ſingular 


Chap. xviii. 
ſingular advantages you have 
enjoyed of eſtabliſhing and 
confirming it, you would be 
able to effect as aſtoniſhing 
operations as cauling the 
mountains to deſcend from 
their baſis, and transferring 
them at pleaſure from place 
0 place. | a 
21 But the degree of faith 
requiſite to expel, ſuch a 
dreadful and inveteratediſeaſe 
as the preſent, is not attained 
but by a courſe of devotion 
and abſtinence. 52 
$—22 AFTER this, as they 
were travelling in Galilee, | 
Jeſus, in order to prepare the 
minds of his diſciples for ſup- 
porting the ſhock they ſhould 
ſuſtain by his approaching 
death ſaid to them—the fon 
of man is going to be deli- 
vered up into the hands of 
thoſe, who thirſt for his blood. 
23 And they ſhall murder 
him but on the third day 
he ſhall be reſtored to life— 
At hearing this they were 
oreatly alarmed —— and the 
thought of his death ſunk 
them into the profoundeſt de- 
ject ion and grief. 2 
24 Upon their arrival at 
Capernaum the officers, 
who were appointed to col- 
lect the annual tax to defray 
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the temple ſervice, came to 
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Peter and aſked him — if his 
maſter did not pay the uſual 
tribute. 45 

25 He anſwered in the af- 


firmative and coming 


into the houſe to Jeſus, was 
going to inform him of what 
had paſſed— but Jeſus anti- 
cipated him, ſaying - From 
whom, Simon, do earthly 
princes levy tribute from 
their ſons or from other 
people ? 

26 From other people, 
certainly, ſaid Peter lt fol- 
lows then, reſumed Jeſus, 
that their ſons are excuſed 
from paying any. | 

27 However leſt we ſhould 
incur their reſentment by our 
refuſal—Go to the lake—caſt 
in a hook——open the mouth 
of the firſt fiſh thou ſhalt catch 
thou wilt find in it a Sta- 
ter — take it and give it the 
collectors for my payment 
and thine. 


CHAP. XVII. 


1. A BOUT that time the 
1 diſciples came to Je- 
ſus and. ſaid Which of us 
will be advanced to the high- 
eſt ſtation of honour and dig- 
nity under thy rein? 
2 Jeſus ordered. a little 
child to be brought to him 


r Our Saviour's Argument againſt his paying this tribute to the temple 


is, becauſe he was the ſon of that king to whom it was paid. 


which 


. 
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the proper ſubjects of the 
will be the final doom of that 


dom. 


a child] ſhall acknowledge 


ſpended about his neck, and 
foundeſt abyſs. 
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which he placed in the midſt 
of them, 33 

3 then ſpoke thus Let 
me in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner aſſure you, that unleſs 
you renounce all temporal 
and ambitious views and 
cultivate the harmleſs, inof- 
fenfive innocence of this child 
you will not be deemed : 


Meſſiah's kingdom. 

4 Whoſoever, therefore, 
ſhall acquire the neareſt re- 
ſemblance to the innocence | 
and humility of this child, 
ſhall ſecure the moſt elevated 
ſtation in the goſpel king- 
5 Whoſoever, alſo, from 
a principle of affection and 
love to me, does a kind and 
benevolent office to the mean- 
eſt perſon, if endowed with 
the temper and diſpoſition of 


that kind office as done to 


The Hiſtory of JE Ssus Chap. xviii. 
BG Unhappy. will it be for 


the intereſts of mankind that 
ſo many obſtructions will be 
laid in the way of truth and 
chriſtianity — for the weak 
neſs and wickedneſs of the 
world will neceſſarily pro- 
duce many obſtacles to im- 
pede the reception and pro- 
greſs of the goſpe l But 
dreadful beyond deſcription 


man, by whom ſuch obſtacles 
are firſt laid | 

8 Should, therefore, any 
of thy ſtrongeſt appetites and 
inclinations tend to. alienate 
thee from thy allegiance to 
me, ſubdue and mortify them, 
with whatever reluctance it is 
done for better controul thy 
moſt unruly deſires here, than, 
by gratifying them, be at laſt 
expoſed to eternal death. 

9 Every luſt and irregular 
deſire that would inveigle 
thee from thy attachment to 


myſelf. | | 
6 But whoever ſhall de- 


| the goſpel, is to be eradicat- 


ed from thy boſlom—for bet- 


fignedly lay a ſtumbling block | ter is it to endure the great- 
before the meaneft chriſtian, | eſt miſeries of this life than 
and ſeduce him from his ad- incur everlaſting deſtruction, 


herence to my cauſe — had 
better have a mill-ſtone ſu- 


be precipitated into the pro- 


| 


10 See that you treat not 
the meaneſt chriſtians with 
contempt—for I aſſure you 
the moſt exalted angels are 


their guardians and miniſters*. 


FB y thoſe a /axv the hing's face are, in the Jewiſh idiom, denoted 
the moſt eminent and diſtinguiſhed perſonages of a court. Conſult Efther | 
i. 14. who ſaw the king's fact; and who ſat the firſt in the kingdom. 
1 11 For 


Chap. xviii. 
11 For to fave men from 
deſtruction was the great de- 
ſign of the ſon of man's com- 
ing into the world. 
12 Had a man an hun- 
dred ſneep, and but one of 
them happen to ſtray and be 


miſſing would not he leave 
the ninety nine, and traverſe 
the mountains with diligent 
and anxious care, in ſearch of 


it? 5 
13 And ſhould he be fo 
fortunate as to find it does 
he not feel greater tranſport 
at the recovery of that one 


ſheep, than at the fight of 


the whole ninety nine, which 
had not ſtrayed? 


14 Analogous to this is 


the benevolent diſpoſition of 
your heavenly father, who is 
not deſirous that the moſt in- 
conſiderable chriſtian ſhould 
finally periſh. 
15 When your chriſtian 
brother hath been guilty of 


any thing criminal in his con- 


duct towards you go and 
in a private converſation ex- 
poſtulate with him in a calm 
and diſpaſſionate manner—If 
you convince and reclaim 


him, you have gained your 
niſhed this diſcourſe, Peter 


brother. 

16 But if he refuſe to ad- 
mit your ſingle opinion and 
determination of the matter 
take with you one or more 
perſons of known candour 
and integrity — that by the 


\ 
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probity and impartiality of 


two or three witneſſes the af. 


fair may be ſatisfactorily de- 


cided. > 
17 If he reje& their un- 


exceptionable teſtimony 


refer your cauſe to the church 
— jf he refuſes to abide by 
the church's determination 
regard him for the future as 
an irreclaimable and incorri- 
gible ſinner. 

18 I can faithfully aſſure 


you, that all your determi- 


nations on earth, if conſo- 


nant to the rules of the goſ- 


pel, ſhall be confirmed and 
ratified in heaven. | 

19 Let me alſo declare, 
that when the ſentiments of 
two of you ſhall coincide 
concerning the propriety of 
any petition to be preferred 
to heaven—that petition ſhall 


be granted by the indulgent 


Father of all. | 

20 For wherever two or 
three are convened, in order 
to decide any important af- 


fair reſpecting my religion 


I will preſide among them, 
and aſſiſt them in their ſincere 
deliberations. 


$—21 Wren he had fi- 


ſaid to him How often ſhall 


my chriſtian brother repeat 


an injury againſt me, and I 
forgive him? — Shall my for- 
giveneſs extend to the ſe- 
venth? 

| 22 Not 


f 
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22 Not ſeven only, replied 
Jeſus; but upon his ſincere 
penitence and remorſe, ſeven- 


ty times ſeven. 


23 With regard to this. 


ſubject, what diſpoſitions of 
lenity and mutual forgiveneſs 
it is the deſign of the goſpel 
that men ſhould exerciſe one 
towards another, may be re- 


Preſented and illuſtrated by 


the following parable —— A 
certain prince was deſirous to 


have all his accounts with his 
meet one of his fellow-ſervants 


ſervants regularly adjuſted. 
24 But when the books 


were examined, there was 


found among the debtors a 
man who owed the crown ten 
thouſand talents. 

25 The payment of this 
ſum being immediately de- 
-manded of him, he was diſ- 
covered to be in very indi- 
gent circumſtances — duch a 
diſappointment moſt highly 


exaſperated his majeſty—and 
he inſtantly ordered the man, 
and his wife, and his children, 


and his whole ſtock to be 


publickly ſold and the mo- 
ney accruing from the ſale to 


dungeon, till he ſhould make 


be paid to him. 


26 The man hearing tkis 
dreadful ſentence pronounced 
with ſuch a ſtern and deter- 
mined look - ſunk at his ma- 


Jeſty's feet and with the moſt 


moving importunity implor- 


ed a little reſpite, and he 


2 


Chap. xvii: 
would faithfully diſcharge the 
whole debt. 

27 The heart of the prince, 
at the ſight of ſuch acute and 
extreme diſtreſs and grief, 


of JESus 


melted at once into pity and 
tenderneſs Subdued with 
compaſſion and ſympathy, he 
ruſhed forward—raiſed him 
from the ground forgave 
him the whole ſum and diſ- 
miſſed him. 

28 The man, ſcarce out of 
the royal preſence, happened to 


who owed him an hundred 
pence—The ſight of whom 
fired him with relentment— 
he ſprung forward and ſeized 
him by the throat, crying — 
this moment pay me my debts. 
29 Terrified with his 
menaces and violence, his 
fellow- ſervant proſtrated him- 
ſelf at his feet and in the 
moſt pathetic language ſup- 
plicated him to allow him 
time, and he would honeſtly 
pay him the whole. 
30 But the other was abſo- 
lutely implacable—and con- 
fined his fellow-ſervant to a 


him ſatisfaction. 

31 The other ſervants, being 
ſpectators of ſuch unrelenting 
cruelty and inhumanity, were 
ſtruck with exceſſive ſorrow 
and ſympathy——and going 
a. to the Sh e's 

_—- 


Chap. xix. / MAT THE w. 65 


the ſtory to him with all its af 
fecting circumſtances, _ 

32 The man being imme- 

diately ordered into his pre- 
ſence, the prince inflamed 
with indignation ſaid to him 
— Thou abandoned flave ! 
did not I freely remit thy 
whole debt, - becauſe thou 
ſoftenedſt and ſubduedſt my 
heart into pity by thy pierc- 
ing ſolicitations? _ 
33 Oughteſt not thou then 
to have expreſſed that compaſ- 
ſion towards a fellow- ſervant 
which 1 expreſſed towards 
thee? | 

34 His lord, fired with 
reſentment at ſuch cruelty 
and baſeneſs, ordered him 
immediately to be tortured 
and confined, *till the whole 
of what he owed ſhould be 
paid him. 

35 With the like ſeverity 
will my heavenly father treat 
you, unleſs you cordially for- 
give, each his chriſtian bro- 
ther, your mutual faults and 
failings. 


 ERAF. IX. 


I 8 Jeſus had fi- 
| niſhed this diſcourſe, 
he removed from Galilee, and 
travelled into thoſe parts of 
Judea, that lay beyond the 
river Jordan. 

2 In his way he was fol- 
lowed by prodigious multi- 
tudes—and he healed every 

Vor. I. 


— 


diſorder that was preſented 


to him. | 
3 Here the Phariſees came 


to him, and with an artful 


deſign to extort his ſenti- 
ments, propoſed to him the 


following enſnaring queſtion 


Is it lawful for a man to 
repudiate his wife for any 
thing whatever that may be 
diſagreeable in her. 

4 Conſcious of their cavil, 
he replied — Doth not the 
{ſcripture inform you, that 
God immediately after hav- 


ing formed the firſt pair of - 


different ſexes, 

5 pronounced theſe words 
To form this union ſhall a 
man forſake his parents, and 
aſſociate with his wife — and 


they ſhall be connected in in- 


diſſoluble bonds. 

6 In bonds ſo indiſſoluble, 
as that they ſhall not be bon- 
ſidered as two diſtinct indivi- 
duals—but as one body ſole- 
ly actuated by one mind— 
What, therefore, God hath ſo 


intimately conjoined, let not 
man diſſolve. 


7 They anſwered — Why 
then doth the law enjoin an 
inſtrument of divorce to be 
drawn up, and the woman, 
after this formality, to be diſ- 


miſſed ? 


8 He replied—Moſes per- 


fectly knowing the ferocity 


and malignity of your hearts 


permitted divorces in order 


= to 
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to prevent greater evils *— 
But in the primitive ages of 
mankind this was not al- 
lowed. | 

9 And under the goſpel 
diſpenſation, whoſoever ſhall 
repudiate his wife, except for 
her want of fidelity to his 


bed, and marries another, 


is guilty of adultery—and he, 
who marries the woman thus 


- diſmiſſed, incurs the crime 
of adultery. 


10 The diſciples being 
educated in Jewiſh prejudices, 
ſaid to him in private — If a 
man 1s not allowed to divorce 


his wife, except only for a- 


dultery, it is moſt abſurd folly 
in any one to marry. * 

11 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
Continence and chaſtity can- 
not be maintained 1nviolate 
without marriage, except in 
ſome few particular diſtin- 
guiſhed inſtances. 

12 And thoſe few have 
either received from nature 
conſtitutions more favourable 
to this virtue or have fub- 
mitted to actual caſtration 
and there are others who from 
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a perſuaſion that the encum- 
brances of a family would 
render them leſs extenſively 
uſeful in preaching and pro- 
Pagating the goſpel, have 
reſolutely renounced all con- 
jugal endearments—Let him, 
upon whoſe inclinations this 
virtue of continency lays no 
diſagreeable reſtraint, conti- 
nue, if he pleaſe, to practiſe it. 
$13 Somr Jewiſh pa- 
rents at that time brought 
their children to him, that 
he might lay his hands upon 
them, and recommend them 
to the bleſſing of God by his 
prayers —— But the diſciples 
prevented their approach, and 
reproved thoſe who brought 
them. | 
14 Jeſus perceiving this 
ſaid—Forbid not the acceſs of 
little children to me for 
thoſe perſons only who are poſ 
ſeſſed of their native innocence 
and inoffenſive diſpoſitions are 
the worthy ſubjects of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom. ” 
15 He then laid his hands 
upon them and. bleſſed them 


Leaving that place, 


The ſituation of Moſes was exactly that of Solon. II HU aprooy ny ou 
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16 a youth approached his 

rſon and thus accoſted him 
Condeſcend, good inſtruc- 
tor, to inform me, what 
virtues I ſhall exerciſe in or- 
der that I may ſecure eternal 
life. | 

17 Jeſus ſaid to him 
Why doſt thou call me good 
— — There is no being, but 
one, who is poſſeſſed of ab- 
ſolute and perfect goodneſs 
In anſwer, however, to 
thy queſtion—the only con- 
dition of obtaining a bleſſed 
immortality is obedience to 
the divine commands. 

18 Be pleaſed, he reſum- 


ed, diſtinctly to mention thoſe | 


commands — They are theſe, 
ſaid Jeſus — Thou ſhalt not 
commit murder ſhalt not be 
guilty of adultery—ſhalt de- 
fraud no one of his juſt pro- 
perty—— ſhalt be clear of the 
crime of falſe accuſation: 

19 Thou ſhalt reverence 
thy parents and exerciſe to- 


- wards mankind the kindeſt 


and moſt benevolent affec- 
tions. 


20 All theſe virtues, re- 


plied the youth, have I ſtre- 
nuouſly cultivated and conſci- 
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entiouſly practiſed from the 


firſt years of rational under- | 


ſanding and reflection —— in 
what attainments am J ſtil] 
defective ? 

21 Jeſus replied If thou 
art deſirous to reach the high- 


/ 
eſt ſummit and perfection 
virtue, go home, ſell every 
thing thou poſſeſſeſt, and the 
money accruing from the ſale 
diſtribute among the poor 
By this action chou wilt ac- 
cumulate the ampleſt trea- 
ſures in heaven and, at once 
burſting the bonds of all ſe- 
cular attachments, come and 
join thyſelf to the number of 
my followers. 

22 The youth hearing this 
advice turned from him, o- 
verwhelmed with grief and 
diſtreſs of mind for he was 
poſſeſſed of an immenſe for- 
tune. 

23 Upon his abrupt de- 
parture Jeſus turned to his 
diſciples, and ſaid What 


to become a ſubject of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom! 

24 Indeed I may aſſert, 
that it is as impoſſible for a 


to embrace the deſpiſed 
cauſe of chriſtianity as for a 
cable to paſs through the eye 
of a needle. 

25 The diſciples were 
greatly alarmed at this decla- 
ration, and ſaid - Who then 
can be finally {aved! 

26 Jeſus looking with 
.compaſſion=te tenderneſs up- 
on them, anſwered The 
impediments that lye in the 
road of a rich man's profeſ- 
ſing chriſtianity are, human- 
| F 2 ly 


difficulty is it for a rich man 


perſon of an opulent fortune 
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ly ſpeaking inſuperable - but 
by divine aſſiſtance all theſe 
obſtacles may be ſurmount- 


ed. 


to us who have left our all to 
follow thee what future com- 
penſation will be given? 
28 I affure you, replied 
Jeſus, that you, who have 
chearfully deſerted all your 
worldly intereſts, and adher- 


ed to me, ſhall at the grand 


revolution and glorious reno- 
vation of all things, which 
is to commence at the con- 
cluſion of this life, have 
the moſt diſtinguiſned ho- 
nours conferred upon you— 
for when the ſon of man ſhall 
aſcend a throne of moſt tran- 
ſcendent ſplendour to judge 
the world, you ſhall fit upon 
twelve thrones to judge the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. 
209 In that day, whoſoever 
from a conſcientious attach- 
ment to my cauſe hath in this 
life voluntarily relinquiſhed 
father or mother, brother or 
ſiſter, wife or children, houſes 
or eſtates, ſhall be moſt amp- 
ly recompenſed, and be ele- 
vated to a very eminent de- 
oree of eternal bleſſedneſs. 
30 But many to whom 
chriſtianity was t offered 


ſhall be the /2/ to . 


Meaning, the Jezus. 


27 Peter then ſaid—Bur 


N 
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it and thoſe to whom it 
will be /2/t* propoſed, will be 
the firſt in admitting it. 


Crap. XX. 1 For the re- 
ception chriſtianity ſhall meet 
with at its firſt promulga- 
tion, may be fitly repreſent- 
ed by the tollowing parable 
Soo as the morning dawn- 
ed, a gentleman roſe to hire 
day labourers to work in his 
vineyard. 

2 Having found a num- 


ber he agreed to pay thema 


denarius for the wages of the 
day—and ſent them into his 
vineyard. ets 

3 About nine o'clock he 
went again into the market- 
place, and found ſeveral o- 
thers unemployed, 

4 whom he alſo ordered 
into his vineyard, and pro- 
miſed to pay them what was 
reaſonable. 0 
5 At twelve and three in 
the afternoon he went and 
made the ſame propoſals 
which were in the ſame man- 
. 

6 He went, likewiſe, a- 
bout five o'clock, and found 
a number of men ſauntering 
about the market in dlenels | 
—and he ſaid ro them, Why 


do you conſume the whole 


day in this indolent manner ? 


* The Gentiles. i 
7 There 


Chap. xx. 

7 There is no one hath 
thought fit to give us any 
employment, they anſwered 
—Then go you into the vine- 
yard among my other labour- | 


ers, and you ſhall receive 
what is juſt. | : 

8 In the evening the pro- 
prietor of the vineyard order- 
ed his fteward to call the 
workmen together, and, be- 
ginning from the laſt to the 
firſt, to pay them their wages, 
without any partiality or diſ- 
tinction. 

When thoſe, therefore, 
came, who had been employ- 
ed about five in the afternoon, 
they received a denarius a- 
piece. 


10 When thoſe, who had 


been hired in the morning, 
ſaw them return with ſuch 


great wages, they indulged 


the moſt extravagant joy — 
imagining that their pay would 
vaſtly exceed that of the others 
—— but how great was their 
diſappointment when they re- 
ceived from the ſteward, each 
man a denarius ! | 

11 This ſuppoſed injurious 
treatment cauſed them to raiſe 
loud clamours againſt the 
gentleman. 

12 And they complained 
to him of his uſage of them, 
ſaying The laſt labourers 
you hired only worked a ſin- 
gle hour, and you have given 
them the ſame wages, as you 
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have given us who have been 


ſcorched with exceſſive heat, 
and ſuſtained the long and 
rigorous toil of the whole day. 
13 He turned to one who 
appeared the moſt petulant 
of them, and directed this re- 
ply—Friend, I do thee no in- 
juſtice —Was not our agree- 
ment for a denarius ? 

14 Take what juſtice en- 
titles thee to, without repin- 
ing, and calmly acquieſce in 
the faithful diſcharge of our 
original agreement -A prin- 


ciple of benevolence diſpoſes 


me freely to beſtow upon the 


laſt perſons I hired what e- 


quity obliged me to give to 
you. 


15 For is not the diſpoſal 


of my property in my own 
option—or does the maligni- 


ty of thine heart cauſe thee 


to repine at the generous ex- 
erciſe of my beneficence ? 
16 This parable is deſign- 


ed to illuſtrate what I aſſert- 


ed before that thoſe to whom 
the goſpel ſhall be laſt pro- 


| poſed, ſhall have the prece- 


dence in dignity and honour 


— while thoſe to whom it was 


firſt offered, ſhall be degraded 
from their ſuperiority—for to 
what a populous nation 1s the 
goſpel now freely propoſed, 
yet how inconſiderable is the 
number of thoſe, whom the 
love of truth and virtue will 
induce to admit its evidences. 
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$—17 Jesvs after this ſet | 
out upon a journey to Jeru- 
ſalem—and on the road tak- 
ing his diſciples from the 
multitude into a retired place, 
— he thus addreſſed them 
18 We are now going u 
to Jeruſalem, where ſhall ſoon 
be treacherouſly betrayed in- 
to the hands of the Jewiſh 
high-prieſts and Scribes, who 
will condemn me to die; 

19 and who will deliver 
me over to the wanton cruel- 
ty of, the Roman ſaldiers, to 
Inſult, ſcourge and crucify 
me—but the third day I ſhall 
be raiſed from the grave. 

$—20 TE the wife of 
Zebedee, imagining that af- 
ter his reſurrection the grand 
temporal kingdom of the 
Meſſiah would be erected, 
approached him, conducting 
her two ſons —and diſcover- 
ed, by her ceremonious ad- 
dreſs, that ſhe was defirous 
_ to ſolicit a favour from him. 
21 Jeſus ſaid to her 
What kindneſs is it you ap- 
Pear ſo deſirous to obtain ?— 
She replied — Theſe my two 
ſons have been your faithful 
and inſeparable companions 
I entreat you that you 
would adyance them, in the 
kingdom you are going to 
eſtabliſh, to two of the moſt 
elevated and illuſtrious ſtati- 
ons; „ 
22 Jeſus ſaid — You diſ- 


. — 
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cover great ignorance of the 
true nature of my kingdom 
by ſuch a requeſt — Are you 
able to endure the trials, in 
which I am going to be 1n- 
volved ? —are you able to 
ſuſtain that dreadful ſhock of 
ſufferings, which I muſt ſoon 
ſupport ? — Our fortitude 1s 
equal to it—they replied. 

23 He continued — The 
ſame human mileries, indeed, 
that will ſoon ſeize me, will 
alſo invade you ! and the fame 
ſufferings and perſecutions 
that will befal me, will allo 
aſſail you — but it is not in 


| my power to diſpoſe of the 


higheſt dignittes in my future 
kingdom that power is ſole- 
ly veſted in the ſupreme fa- 
ther of all, who will confer 
them on perſons of ſuperior 
virtue and the ſublimeſt at- 
mM 
24 The other ten diſciples, 
who had heard this converſa- 
tion, conceived the moſt vio- 
lent reſentment againſt the 
two brothers for this ambi- 
tious attempt to ſupplant 
them, - 
23 Jeſus, conſcious of the 
aſpiring views by which they 
were actuated, collected them 
into a body, and thus addreſ- 
ſed them — Potent monarchs 
among the Heathens, you 
know, rule their ſubjects with 
an abſolute and deſpotic ty- 
ranny — and the princes and 
5 governours 


— 


j 
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governours of the ſeveral ſtates 
and communities among them 
uſurp and exerciſe a ſovereign 
and uncontroulable authority 
in their dominions. 4 

26 But ſuch a luſt of do- 
mination and fondneſs of 
power ſhall never poſſeſs your 
boſoms — For among you he 

that is the humbleſt ſhall be 
the greateſt : 

27 And he who is deſirous 
to fill the moſt elevated and 
illuſtrious ſtation among you, 
let him practiſe the moſt kind 
ſubmiſſion, and the moſt hu- 
mane condeſcenſion, 

28 in humble imitation of 
the ſon of man, who came not 
into this world to make man- 
kind his vaſſals, and to enjoy 
the magnificence and homage | 
of a court —but to do the 
kindeft and moſt condeſcend- 
ing offices, and to ſurrender 
up his life, that he might re- 
ſcue men from vice and de- 
ſtruction. 

$—29 ͤ Wuxx they had 
left Jericho on their way to 
the capital, he was followed 


by a prodigious concourſe of 
people. | 


1 


30 Here two blind men» 
who were ſitting on the road 
ſide, the moment they were 
informed that Jeſus was paſ- 


| ſing, began to cry out with 


the greateſt vehemence—O 
thou great and good Meſſiah, 
pity our condition | 

21 The multitude diſturb- 
ed with their vociferation, 
reproved them and ordered 
them to be ſfilent— But the 
more they ſtrove to ſuppreſs 
their cries, the louder they 
raiſed them, repeating — O 
thou ſon of David ! pity our 
condition ! pity our wretched 
condition ! 

32 Jeſus then ſtopped, and 
calling them to him, ſaid — 
What favour is it you ſo ear- 


neſtly implore? 


33 They anſwered — We 
entreat you, Sir, that our 
ſight may be reſtored. 

34 Jeſus affected with com- 
paſſion touched their eyes, 
which were inſtantaneouſly 
reſtored to ſight — and both 
being thus cured joined his 
train. 


* AuTpey and avrpe are indiſcriminately uſed to ſignify what 1s paid 
or done to reſcue, free, ranſom, and redeem a thing —The men, who 
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CHAP. XXI. 
1 e they were now 


advanced on their 


journey as far as Bethphage, 


ſituated at the foot of the 
mount of olives, a place at 
no great diſtance from Jeru- 
ſalem, Jeſus called two of his 
diſciples 1 

2 and gave them this or- 
der 0 into that village, 
which you ſee directly oppo- 
ſite, and you will find an aſs 
tied and a colt with it—un- 


looſe the rein and bring them 
foliage wherever he paſſed. 


to me. 


3 And ſhould any perſon, 
ſeeing this action, aſk you 
the reaſon of your taking 


ſuch liberties, tell him that 
your maſter hath occaſion for 


them— and he will immedi- 


ately diſmiſs you *. 

4 The following words of 
the prophet may be here re- 
cited, 
cident in the hiſtory of Je- 
ſus 


5 © Inform the daughter of 


Zion of this important news 
Thy king approaches thee, 
riding upon an als, cloathed 
with placid meekneſs and 
numuity.” . | 

6 - Receiving this com- 
mand, the diſciples haſtened 
to the village, and found e- 
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and applied to this in- 
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very thing as Jeſus had de- 


| ſcribed. 


7 Fhe aſs they untied-— 
brought it, with its colt, to 
Jeſus—ſpread on it their up- 
per garments—and he rode 
upon it from Bethphage to 
Jeruſalem. 5 

8 Upon this mounting it, 


the majority of the multi- 


tude, that attended him, 
ſpread their mantles along the 
road——others were employ- 
ed in cutting down branches 
from the neighbouring trees, 
and ſcattering. their verdant 


9 And the populace that 
preceded, and thofe that 
were in his train, pierced the 
air with their triumphant 
ſhouts, crying — Welcome! 


illuſtrious ſon of David !l— _ 


thrice happy thou who com- 


eſt inveſted with the choiceſt 


gifts of the ſupreme Jeho- 
vah!— Hail him all ye celeſ- 
tial powers ! 

10 Entering the capital in 
this ſtately pomp and magni- 
ficence, all the inhabitants 
were greatly alarmed, and 
aſked the . paſſing crowds, 
Who this great perſonage 
was, whom they conducted 
in ſuch triumph and applauſe? 

11 They anſwered—It 18 


2 Jeſus undoubtedly knew that theſe were the property of ſome perſon, 


on whom, or on whoſe friends, he had conferred ſome ſingular benefit. 


©. ae. 


that 
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that great prophet, Jeſus of 


Nazareth. | 
$—12 Wirz theſe accla- 


mations Jeſus was eſcorted 
to the temple, which he en- 
tered, and with irreſiſtible 
authority expelled all who 
were then engaged in buying 
and ſelling in the court of the 
Gentiles— the tables of thoſe 
who gave to ſtrangers Jewiſh 
money in exchange for fo- 
reign, he overturned — and 
threw down the ſtandings of 
of thoſe who publickly fold 
victims for the ſacrifice. 
13 Telling them, with an 
air of dignity that ſtruck them 
with terrrour—that God de- 
ſigned the temple ſhould be 
appropriated to devotion — 
but that they had converted 
it into a receptacle of the 
moſt profane and mercenary 
wretches. 1 
$—14 Wu he had thus 
cleared the temple, numbers 
of blind and lame perſons, 
came around him—whom he 
immediately cure. 
15 But the high-prieſts and 
the Scribes having been ſpec- 
tators of the whole of this 
amazing ſcene, and hearing 
the children, even in the 
temple, making the ſacred 
dome reſound with their ac- 
clamations of hoſannah to the 
fon of David —— they were 
highly exaſperated. 
16 And they ſaid to _ 
4 
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—heareſt thou the language 
of theſe children ? —He an- 
{wered—Do not you recolle& 
that paſſage in the ſcriptures 
— By the mouth of babes 
thy praiſe ſhall be celebrated.” 

$—17 Havinc ſpoken 
thus he left them to their re- 


flections on what had lately 


paſſed—and retired out of the 
city to Bethany——=where he 
ſtayed all night. 

18 In the morning as he was 
returning to the city, he felt 
on the road very painful ſen- 
ſations of hunger: 

19 And happening to ſee 
a fig tree at ſome diſtance, 
he went up to it, expecting 
fruit but found only leaves 
upon which he ſaid to the 
tree Mayeſt thou never 
bear Immediately upon 


this imprecation the fig tree 


withered and died. 

20 This aſtoniſhing ſpec- 
tacle ſtruck the diſciples with 
ſurprize, and they faid iq» 
amazement one to another— 
How ſoon hath the fig tree 
loſt its verdure ! How inſtan- 


taneouſly hath it faded! 


21 Jeſus anſwered — Let 
me ſolemnly aſſure you, that 
if yourepaſe an unſhaken con- 
fidence in God to aſſiſt you 
in propagating and confirm- 
ing his religion, he will en- 
able you to work miracles 
greatly ſuperiour to this — 
even prodigies of power as 

aatſtoniſhing 
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aſtoniſhing, as it would be, 
to looſen the loftieſt mountains 
from their foundations, and 
precipitate them into the o- 
cean. | | 

22 For whatever you ſo- 
hicit the divine Being to be- 
ſtow, as being conducive to 
the credibility and promotion 
of religion, and from a per- 
ſuaſion of his infinite omni- 
potence - you ſhall obtain. 
823 Wär he had en- 


tered the temple and was in- 
ſtructing the people the 
high; prieſts the magi- 
ſtrates came to him in a body, 


and demanded of him — By 
what authority he acted in 
this manner—and who it was 
that commiſſioned and em- 
powered him to be a public 
inſtructor ? 3 
24 He anſwered them —1 
will alſo propoſe to you a 
ueſtion, which if you re- 
lve, I will inform you, who 
it was that delegated to me 
the authority which I ex- 
ert | 
25. Was the late baptiſm 
of John a divine appointment 
or was it a contrivance 
merely human — Having for 
ſome time agitated this queſ- 
tion, they ſaid one to another 
If we tell him it was a 
divine inſtitution, he will 
directly reply why did 
not you embrace it as ſuch ? 


1K 
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26 and if we tell him—it 
was ſolely an human contriv- 
ance, we expole ourſelves to 
the fury of the populace, who 


| univerſally eſteem John as a 


moſt illuſtrious prophet. 

27 After having with this 
caution debated the matter, 
they ſaid to him We are not 
able to ſolve your queſtion. 
Neither will I, replied Jeſus, 


I ſatisfy you, by what authority 


I have aſſumed my public 
character, ; 

$—28 I pesIRE your ſen- 
timents concerning a cafe I 
am going to recite— A cer- 
tain perſon had two ſons, and 
he commanded the eldeſt to 
go immediately and work in 
his vineyard. 

29 At firſt he 3 
ly refuſed - but afterwards he 
was touched with bitter re- 
morſe for his undutifulneſs, 
and went. 5 

30 The father came to the 
younger and laid upon him 
the ſame injunctions — J will 
go this moment, anſwered he, 
but went not at all. 

31 Which of theſe two 
ſons ſhowed the moſt filial 
obedience? The eldeſt un- 
doubtedly they laid. Jeſus 
replied —The moſt abandon- 
ed and profligate ſinners com- 
mence ſubjects of the goſpel 
kingdom before you. 

32 For John made 


his pub- 


| lick appearance among 


you, 
and 


and delivered the moſt pure 


and ſacred inſtructions but 


you treated him and his ad- 
monitions with contempt — 
tho? perſons guilty of the moſt 
atrocious and enormous vices 
were convinced of the divini- 
ty of his miſſion and doctrines 


— but tho? you were ſpecta- 


tors of all the ſtriking evi- 
dences he exhibited in con- 
firmation of his prophetic cha- 
racter, yet you abandoned not 
your vices, nor diſcovered the 
leaſt ſorrow afterwards that 
you had rejected him. 

$—33 ATTEND to the re- 
cital of another fable- A 
gentleman laid out a large 
plot of ground — planted it 
with vines — drew a ſtrong 
fence round 1t—eſtabliſhed a 
large apparatus for preparing 
the juice——and erected. a 
tower for its defence. 
after this travelled into a fo- 
reign country—but employ- 
ed a number of huſbandmen 
to cultivate and dreſs it in his 
abſence. . 

34 When the vintage ap- 
proached, he ſent his ſervants 
to receive the produce of his 
new plantation. | 

35 But no ſooner had theſe 
delivered their meſſage, but 
the huſbandmen began to 
treat them with the laſt in- 
dignity and cruelty for one 
hey ſcourged—a ſecond they 


He 
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and a third they 


ſtoned 
murdered. 

36 Theſe not returning, he 
again deputed a larger num- 
ber of his ſervants to make 
the ſame demands—but they 
uſed theſe alſo with the ſame 
inſolence and inhumanity. 

37 At laſt he ſent his ſon 
to them, ſaying they 
will ſurely not dare to offer 
my ſon any violence — ſurely 
they will reverence his cha- 
racter |! 

38 But on the firſt ſight 
of him the huſbandmen cried 
out with one voice—This is 
the heir! — Let us immedi- 
ately aſſaſſinate him, and ſeize 
on his inheritance ! 

39 Accordingly they all at 
once ruſhed upon him—mur- 
dered him—and caſt his dead 
body out of the vineyard. 

40 When the proprietor 
of the vineyard himſelf in 
perſon comes—what puniſh- 
ment will he, think you, in- 
flict upon ſuch bloody and a- 
bandoned ruffians ? | 

41 He will aſſuredly de- 
ſtroy them, they anſwered, 
by the moſt dreadful and ex- 
cruciating tortures—and let 
his vineyard to others, who 


will ſerve him with greater 


| 


fidelity. 

42 After they had given 
this verdict he ſaid to them 
have you never attended 

10 
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the ſcriptures— The ſtone, 
which the workmen rejected | 1 


1s become the great corner | 


ſtone, and hath united and 


_ conſolidated the two ſides of 


the edifice—This is by divine 
appointment, and is worthy 
to excite our moſt profound 
admiration.“ | 

43 Wherefore hear my ſo- 
lemn declaration Thoſe re- 
ligious privileges, which you 
now enjoy ſhall be wreſted 
from you, and beſtowed up- 
on other nations, which will 
make a proper improvement 
of them. 

44 And whoſoever ſhall 
ſtumble and fall upon this 
ſtone ſhall be terribly bruiſed 
but he on whom its enor- 
mous weight ſhall tumble, 
will be cruſhed in a moment, 
and crumbled into atoms *. 
45 When the high prieſts 
and Phariſees had heard theſe 
fables recited, they perceived 
they were levelled at them— 

46 which exaſperated them 
to ſuch' a degree, that they 
_ concerted meaſures how to 

et him into their power 

- they dreaded the fury of 
the populace, who reverenc- 
ed him as the greateſt of . 
phets. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
E SUS after this de- 


livered another parable, 
in which he repreſented the 
| goſpel difpenſation..in the fol- 
lowing manner — 

2 A ctxrain Monarch 
made a moſt magnificent en- 
tertainment, at the marriage 
of his ſon. 

3 When this ſplendid feaſt 
was ready to be ſerved up, 
he ſent his ſervants to haſten 
thoſe who were previouſly 
invited - but they refuſed to 
g0. 

4 The king again diſpatch- 
ed others of his domeſtics to 
thoſe who had been invited, 
to tell them, that he had pro- 
vided a ſumptuous entertain- 
ment — had prepared every 
delicacy and elegance that his 
power and opulence could 
command—and that he beg- 
ged their immediate atten- 
dance, for that every thing 
was ready. 

5 This preſſing invitation 
they affected to treat with the 
laſt contempt for ſome 
rambled into their fields — 
others betook themſelves to 
their ſecular employments. 

6 But others ſeized his ſer- 
vants by violence, and after 


v» Our Saviour in hs, and in the 41ſt Verſe, refers to the deſtruction 


of Jeruſalem by the Romans. 


-offering 
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offering them the laſt wanton 
and cruel inſults, murdered 


them. ; ; 
When the king was 1n- 


formed of their diſobedient 


and inſolent conduct, he was 
ſo incenſed—thar he inſtantly 
put himſelf at the head of his 
troops, flew the murderers, 

and laid their city in aſhes. | 
8 Fis reſentments being 
ſatiated—he calls his ſervants 
together and tells them—that 
he had prepared a feaſt, but 
that thoſe whom he had firſt 
invited were not worthy to 
ſhare its magnificence. 

9 Go, therefore, ſaid he 
into the highways—and pro- 
miſcuoufly invite all you meet 
with to the nuptial ſupper. 
10 The ſervants receiving 
theſe orders diſperſed them- 
ſelves into all the publick 
roads and private paths, and 
collected all they met with, 
good and bad without diſtinc- 
tion, and conducted them to 
the palace—ſo that the hall 
was filled with gueſts, 

11 When they were all 


ſeated, the king came to take 


a view of his company but 
ſoon diſcovered a perſon a- 
mongſt them in a vile and 
ford ⁰ 7 - 

12 He called him and ſaid 
Friend, how came you to 
intrude into my palace,, and 
into this company, in a dreſs 
ſo unſuitable to this genial 


ö 


by MATTHEW. 77 


ſolemnity? — He was ſtruck 


dumb——had no apology to 
offer for this diſreſpectful ne- 
glect. 

13 The king then called 
to his ſervants, and bid them 
bind him hand and foot - to 
drag him out of the room 


and to expoſe him to all the 


horrours of midnight and 
dark neſs there to deplore 
his wretchedneſs, and feel the 
moſt dire and excruciating 
anguiſh. | 


14 For great numbers are 


invited to the glorious privi- 


leges of the goſpel—but the 
number of thoſe who joyful- 
ly comply with the invitation, 
is very inconſiderable. 

$—15 Tux Phariſees, who 


heard this parable, left him 


— and holding a conference 
reſolved upon a ſcheme which 
they hoped would effectually 


enſnare him, and deſtroy his 


public credit and reputation. 
16 Accordingly they ſend 


ſome of their pupils, along 


with the Herodians, and or- 
dered them to addreſs Jeſus 


in the following manner — 
Divine teacher ! we are per- 


ſuaded you have a conſcien- 
tious regard for truth — that 


in ſincerity and plainneſs you 


communicate to men the dic- 
tates of infallible wiſdom — 
that the fear of man can ne- 
ver induce you to facrifice 


 duty—for the moſt dignified - 


perſonages 
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rſonages are nothing to you, 

who have ſo ſacred and invio- 
lable a regard for truth. 


17 This your character 


hath induced us to requeſt, 
that you would give us your 
real ſentiments concerning 
this queſtion—Is it lawful for 
the Jews to pay tribute to the 
Romans, or not? — 

18 Jeſus conſcious of their 
baſe and wicked intentions, 
ſaid —Why, O ye crafty hy- 
pocrites ! do you practiſe ſuch 
inſidious arts to circumvent, 
—_ draw me into danger ? 

Show me the coin that 
1s Rod — They brought 
him a denarius. 

20 He ſaid — Whoſe head 
and legend is this? 

21 They replied—Czſar's 
— Then, ſaid he, pay to the 
Emperour, what, he lawfully 
demands, and to God the du 
ties he requires. 

22 When they heard this 
anſwer, they left him — aſto- 
niſhed at the manner, in which 
he detected them, and avoid- 
ed the ſnare. 

$—23 Tax ſame day the 
Sadducees, who are a Jewiſh 
ſect, who deny a future ſtate, 
came to him, and propoſed 
this query — 

24 Illuſtrious inſtructor |! 
our great legiſlator hath en- 


acted this la w—If a man die 


| 


and leave. no children, his 


brother ſhall marry his wi- 


The Hiſtory of Jrsus 


| dow, in order that the name 


Chap. xxii. 


and family of the deceaſed 
may not be extinct, 

25 Now there happened 
once amongſt us this uncom- 
mon inſtance — There were 
ſeven brothers—the eldeſt of 
whom married and died with- 
out children, and his widow 
was eſpouſed by his ſecond 
brother. 

26 But he too died — and 
all the ſeven by a premature 
death. 

27 So that the woman ſur- 
vived them all. 

28 What we deſire you, 
therefore, is this Which of 


the ſeven brothers ſhall have 


this woman in a future ſtate— 

29 Jelus anſwered — You 
are guilty of groſs and egre- 
glous miſtakes, ariſing from 
your ignorance of the ſcrip- 
tures, and your impious li- 
mitation of the divine omni- 
potence. 

30 For in a future ſtate the 
human race is not procreated 
but the ſpirits of good men 
are pure and refined intelli- 
gences, like the nn, 
Angels. 

31 With regard to a fu- 
ture ſtate have you never 
ſeriouſly conſidered the im- 
port of this divine teſtimony, 
which God ſo frequently ad- 
dreſſes to you— 


32 © am the God of A- 


braham, the God of Iſaac, 
and 


Chap. xxiii. 
and the God of Jacob“ 
Certainly God is not the go- 


matter but of living and con 
ſcious intelligence. | 


33 When the multitude, 
who ſtood around, heard his | 


ſolution of ' theſe difficulties, 
they were amazed at the a- 


cuteneſs and ſtrength of his 


arguments. 

834 Wren the Phari- 
ſees heard that he had effec- 
tually ſilenced the Sadducees, 
they collected themſelves to- 


with him. £ 
35 And one of them, who 
was an interpreter of the Jaw, 


intending to make trial of his 


ſagacity and ſkill, propoſed 
this queſtion— 


36 Which, Sir, is the moſt 


capital and fundamental pre- 
cept in the whole law? 

37 Jeſus replied — Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with a moſt pure, conſtant, 
and unalienable affection. 

38 This command is ſu- 


perior to every other for im- 


portance and excellency. 
39 This alſo is ſimilar to 
it in eſſential dignity and 
worth Thou ſhalt cultivatc 
the moſt benevolent affections 
towards thy brethren of man- 
kind. | . 
40 In theſe two funda- 
mental rules all the various 
inſtructions that are ſcattered 
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in the law and in the pro- 


phets are virtually comprized. 
vernour of dead inſenſible 


$—41 As the Phariſees 


were ſtanding together, Je- 
ſus propoſed to them this 
queſtion— 


42 What are your ſenti- 


ments concerning the Meſ- 
fiah ? — Whoſe fon is he ?— 


They anſwered, David's. 
43 But why, ſaid Jeſus, 


does David, when under a 
divine afflatus, call him his 
ſuperior in the following paſ- 
ſage 

gether in a body to diſpute 


44 The ſupreme Jehovah 
ſaid to my Lord Be thou 
inveſted with univerſal domi- 
nion and authority, *till thou 
have ſubdued all thy foes.“ 

45 In what ſenſe, there- 
fore, is the Meſſiah David's 


ſon — when David plainly in 


this paſſage calls him his Lord 
and ſuperiour? 

46 This difficulty they 
could not ſolve — and from 
that day deſiſted from all far- 
ther attempts to enſnare him 
by inſidious queſtions. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


I A? that time Jeſus di- 

rected the following 
diſcourſe to the multitude 
and to his diſciples. 

2 The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees have ſuceeded Moſes 
in publickly teaching and 
inculcating the duties of the 
law. 

3 Whatever 


80 
3 Whatever precepts, there- 
fore, they enjoin, that are juſ- 
tified by the law, conſcienti- 
ouſly obſerve and obey but 
imitate not their lives — for 
their lives are ſcandalouſly in- 
conſiſtent with their inſtruc- 
tions. 2 

1 For they oppreſs men with 
an intolerable burden of ſe- 
vere and tedious obſervances 
— but will not in their own 
practice conform to any of 
the precepts of this ſtrict and 
rigid morality. 

' 5 Their whole conduct is 
actuated by an inſatiable love 
of oſtentation and applauſe— 
it is merely to ſecure this that 
they make their phylacteries 
ſo enormouſly broad — it is 
for this that they affect to 
wear fringes to their garments 
of ſuch a ſhowy and immode- 
rate length. nes 

6 It is to gratify this inſa- 
tiable paſſion, that they aſpire 
to the higheſt ſeats at every 
public entertainment, and 
ſtrive to get the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed places in all religious 
aſſembles. : 

7 They are intoxicated with 
the fumes of ſervility and a- 
dulation, which they expect 
ſhould be offered to them in 
places of public reſort —and 
their inward tranſport is 


boundleſs, when men addreſs 


them with the pompous titles 


of Father, and Doctor. 
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8 But do not you aſſume 
theſe vain-glorious and extra- 
vagant titles—for the Meſſiah 
is your only guide, your ſole 
inſtructor and maſter —and 
your common title, indiſcri- 
minately, is that of, bre- 
thren. 

9 Do not you honour any 
earthly inſtructor with the 
appellation of, unerring guide 
— for you have only one in- 
fallible director of conſcience 
—your heavenly Father. 

10 Neither do you arro- 
gate to yourſelves the diſtinc- 
tion of being ſupreme heads 
and leaders—for your only 
ſupreme head and leader is the 
Meſſiah. 

11 For under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, he, who ſhall 
ſtoop to the moſt humane and 
condeſcending offices, ſhall 
be the greateſt. 

12 For whoſoever ſhall 
affect ſupercilious airs of ar- 
rogance and diſdain, ſhall 
have the leaſt pretenſions to 
the true chriſtian character 
but he, that is cloathed with 
humility and modeſty, 1s the 
greateſt ornament to it. 

12 JEsus then de- 


nounced the following woes 


upon the Scribes and phari- 


ſaical doctors Woe unto 


you, ye Scribes and Pha- 


riſees, vile and abominable 


for you con- 


hypocrites! 


cert every meaſure to prevent 
en 
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men from embracing chriſti- 
anity—You will not be con- 
vinced by its evidences your- 
ſelves, and do every thing in 
your power to prevent per- 
{ons of good diſpoſitions from 
being convinced. 

14 O ye hypocritical Scribes 
and Pharifees ! dreadful will 
be your condemnation !—for 
you oppreſs by the moſt ini- 
quitous extortion the widow 
and the orphan, and think 
to hide your avarice and ra- 
pacity from the world by a 
ſpecious maſk of long and 
rapturous devotions — God, 
for theſe enormities will inflict 
upon you the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhments. | 

15 Woe to you, hypocri- 
tical Scribes and Phariſees !— 
for you traverſe ſea and land 
to gain converts to Judaiſm 
—and when you have gained 
them, ſoon render them, by 
your immoral lives and ſcan- 
dalous examples, more pro- 


fligate and abandoned than 


they ever were before their 
converſion. | 
16 Woe unto you, ye falſe 
erroneous guides! who fay— 
if a man ſwear by the tem- 
ple and violate his oath, it 
is not criminal bur 1f he 


ſwear by the gold of the 


temple, he lays himſelf under 
an inviolable obligation to 
perform. | 


17 Vain and abſurd diſ- 
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tinction !—for which is more 
Important—the gold, or the 
temple, which it only ſerves 


to decorate and adorn ? 
18 You likewile aſſert this 


He that ſwears by the 
altar, if he falſifies his oath, 
is guilty of nothing ſinful — 
but he that ſwears by the vic- 
tim that is upon it, 1s indif- 


penſably bound to the per- 


formance, 

19 Egregious folly! — for 
which is greateſt the victim, 
or the altar which gives it its 
ſacredneſs. 

20 In oaths, all ſubtil and 
evaſive diſtinctions are of no 
avail—for he who ſwears by 
the altar, ſwears by it and 
all the ſacred offerings that 
are devoted to God on it. 

21 And an adjuration by 
the temple is a ſolemn adju- 
ration by him who poſſeſſes 
it. 

22 And he who appeals to 
heaven for the truth of his 
aſſertions, appeals to God, 
who ſupremely dwells there. 

23 O hypocritical Scribes 
and Phariſees | dreadful be- 


yond deſcription will be your 


future miſery — for you are 
moſt religiouſly ſcrupulous in 
performing all the little nice- 
ties of the ceremonial law, 


and with a moſt punctilious 


exactneſs mark the tithe of 


mint, aniſe and cummin—but 
the more important duties of 
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the law, juſtice, compaſſion, 
and fidelity, entirely diſregard 
— Theſe you ought to have 
made the great fundamental 


rules of your obedience, at| 
'Scribes, what miſeries are now 


the ſame time that you omit- 
red not the poſitive injunc- 
tions. | 
24 Miſerable inſtructors | 
who pick out the ſmalleſt in- 
ſect, but ſwallow down the 
ä 

25 Woe unto you, ye hy- 
pocritical Scribes and Phari- 


lees ! — In your external be- 


haviour you exhibit to the 
world a ſplendid appearance 
— the moſt conſummate pu- 
rity and decency of manners 
— but your interior is black 
and deformed with the moſt 


rapacious, intemperate, and 


depraved deſires 

26 Thou abandoned Pha- 
riſee, firſt introduce elegance 
and purity into thine internal 
diſpoſitions, that thy exterior 
actions may be nothing but 
the pure reflected image of 
a good heart. 

27 Woe unto you, O ye 
Scribes and Phariſees | How 
deteſtable is your hypocriſy ! 
Jou reſemble plaiſtered 
monuments, which outward- 
ly appear beautiful—but in- 
wardly are full of putrifaction 
and horrour. 


28 Like theſe, you appear | 


to men to be mirrours of ſanc- 


tity and juſtice—while your 
hearts are replete with diſſi- 


mulation and all iniquity. 


29 O ye Phariſees and 


impending over you for your 


hypocrity and atrocious vices 
You build magnificent. 


tombs for your martyred pro- 
phets, and decorate the ſe- 
pulchres of deceaſed piety 


with the moſt profuſe and 


coſtly ornaments ! 

30 And thus lament over 
them—O had we lived in the 
days of our progenitors—we 
never would have imbrued 
our hands, as they did, in the 


blood of ſuch glorious refor- 


mers! 

31 This is a teſtimony that 
you deſcend from thoſe who 
murdered the prophets, 


32 and you have in the 


preſent age, by your reſiſting 


the ſtrongeſt evidence, and 
perſecuting the beſt men, 


compleatly rivalled all the 


enormities of your anceſtors. 


33 Ye monſters of cruelty 


and diſſimulation! how is it 
poſſible for you to eſcape the 
moſt dire and excruciating. 


torments of a future ſtate 
34 To reclaim you from 
your vices I ſend among you 
perſons endowed with mira- 
culous gifts, and ſuperiour 


wiſdom 
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wiſdom and virtue * — but 
ſome of theſe you will mur- 
der—ſome you will crucity— 
ſome you will ſcourge in your 
ſynagogues, and purſue with 
implacable rage from one city 
to another. | 
33 So that upon you ſhall 

be revenged all the blood of 
the prophets, which hath been 
ſpilt from holy Abel down to 
Zacharias the ſon of Bara- 
chias, whom you cruelly aſ- 
ſaſſinated between the temple 
and the altar. — 

36 Jaſſert it with the great- 

eſt ſolemnity—that the heavy 
puniſhment of all theſe crimes 
ſhall be inflicted upon this 
preſent age. 


37 O ſeruſalem; Jeruſalem !_ 


thou who haſt murdered ſo 
many prophets, and haſt ſton- 
ed to death ſo many good 
men who were ſent to retorm 
thee — for how many ages 


have I ſtrove to ſave thee: 


from ruin with all the anxi- 
ous care and tender ſolicitude 
of the moſt affectionate parent 
— but 
refuſed. 
38 For this your incorri- 


gible diſobedience the moſt 


dreadful deſtruction ſhall o- 
verwhelm your city, and your 
country ſhall be depopulated. 
39 Nor ſhall you ever a- 
gain ſee me preſent among 


you have obſtinately | 
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you, till the time that you 
ſay — Unſpeakably happy is 
he who is a profeſſor of the 
goſpel | | 


CHAF: XXIT. 
r AF TER this Jeſus go- 


ing out of the tem- 
ple, his diſciples came to him 
and deſired him minutely to 
obſerve the grandeur and 


magnificence of the edifice. 


2 Upon this Jeſus ſaid to 
them — Survey this moſt ſu- 
perb and ſtately ſtructure — 
yet I aſſure you that this whole 
vaſt fabric ſhall be ſo totally 
demoliſhed, that there ſhall 
not be left one ſtone ſtanding 
upon another. 

3 The diſciples alarmed 
at this prophetic declaration 
came to him in private, as 
he was fitting on the mount 
of Olives, and ſaid Tell us 
when all theſe dreadful cala- 
mities ſhall happen, and the 
ſure ſigns, by which we ſhall 
be able to prognoſticate thy 
coming to inflict this puniſh- 
ment, and the conſummation 
of the Jewiſh ceconomy. 

4 To this enquiry Jeſus 
thus replied—Take heed leſt 
any one ſeduce you into fatal 
errours. | 

5 For many impoſtors will 


| aſſume my character pub- 
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lickly 
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lickly proclaiming themſelves 
to be the Meſſiah, and will by 
theſe arrogant pretenlions im- 
poſe upon many. 

6 See you be not intimi- 
dated when you hear of wars, 
and are informed of bloody 


battles and invaſions for the 
theſe ſcenes of perſecution 


deſtructive flames of war ſhall 
rage a conſiderable time, be- 
fore they involve this city and 
nation. 

7 For one country ſhall 
commence hoſtilities againſt 
another, one potent kingdom 
againſt another; and diffe- 
rent countries ſhall be diſtreſ- 


ſed by famines, deſolated by 


peſtilences, or violently ſhaken 
by earthquakes. 


8 All theſe are but pre- 


ludes to the grand and uni- 
verſal cataſtrophe. 1 

In theſe calamitous times 
you will be perſecuted with 
unrelenting -rage, be held in 
general and implacable deteſ- 
tation by all nations, and be 


put to the molt cruel and ig- 
nominious deaths, merely for | 
who are in Judea, fave them- . 
ſelves by a precipitate flight 


your inviolable attachment to 
my religion. 
10 In thoſe unhappy times, 


alſo, many will conceive dit- | 


guſt againſt the chriſtian re: 
ligion and apoſtatize and 


then in the moſt perfidious 
manner betray and perſecute 
their brethren. | 

11 Several impoſtors too ſhall 


Chap. xxiv. 


then utter falſe predictions, 
and miſerably deceive many. 
12 The great and general 
prevalency of theſe enormi- 
ties will entirely extinguiſh 
the love of religion in the bo- 
ſom of many chriſtians. 
13 But he who through all 


maintains an inviolable fide- 
lity to his profeſſion ſhall be 


reſcued from the mileries in 


which this country ſhall be 
involved. 


14 But before. theſe cala- 


mities overwhelm it, the goſ- 
pel ſhall be preached through- 


out the whole Roman empire, 


and its evidences be propoſed 
to every nation. 
15 But when you ſee that 


idolatrous nation, which hath - 
ipread ſuch univerſal havock 


and deſolation among man- 
Kind, encamp round the ho- 


ly city — as Daniel hath pre- 


dicted, whoſe propheſy de- 


mands every reader's ſerious 


regard and attention 


16 then let thoſe chriſtians, 


to the mountains. 


houſe top, and ſees this vaſt 


army approach, let him not 


ſtay a moment to take any 


thing out of his houſe. 


18 He who then happens to 


be at work! in the fields, let him 


not 


17 He who is then on the 
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not turn back. to take his 
cloaths. 

19 Deplorable will be the 
fate of thoſe women, whoſe 
flight will be then prevented 
by advanced pregnancy, or 
the ſuckling of infants. 

20 Earneſtly pray that this 
precipitate flight may not 
happen during the inclemen- 
cy of the winter, or on the 
ſabbath day. 

21 For the Jewiſh nation 
ſnall then be overwhelmed in 
ſuch dreadful calamities as 
never happened from the 
foundation of the world, nor 


will ever happen again to its 


final diſſolution. | 

22 And ſhould this horrid 

carnage and deſolation be 
continued for any conſider- 
able duration, the whole na- 
tion of the Jews would be ex- 
tinct—but for the ſake of the 
chriſtians the period of thoſe 
terrible diſtreſſes ſhall be but 
ſhort. 
23 During theſe miſeries 
if any one ſhould tell you 
that the Meſſiah is in ſuch 
a place, that he hath made 
his public appearance in ſuch 
a town — pay him not the 
leaft credit. 

24 For many will pretend 
to be the Meſſiah, and aſ- 
ſume the character of pro 
phets—exhibit ſuch ſurpriz- | 
ing feats and aſtoniſhing pro- 
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| digies—and carry on the de- 
luſion with ſuch cunning ar- 
tifice and fraud, as almoſt to 
impoſe even upon the chriſ- 
tians themſelves. 

25 Remember that J have 
given you this previous ad- 
vice. 

26 When, therefore, men 
ſhall ſay to you — The Meſ- 
ſiah at this very time hath 
appeared in ſuch a deſart — 
go not thither to examine his 
pretenſions Behold ! the 
Meſſiah conceals himſelf in 
ſuch a private retirement, on 
account of the wickedneſs of 
the Jews—treat the informa- 
tion with contempt. | 

27 For the ſwiftneſs of the 
coming of the ſon of man to 
deſtroy the Jewiſh nation ſhall 
be ſimilar to the rapidity-of 
lightning, which darts from 
eaſt to welt, at one ſweep, 
through all that intervening 
ſpace, In a moment. 

28 For wherever the pu- 
.trid carcaſe lies, to that place 
will the eagles collect to glut 
their raging hunger. 

29 Immediately after thoſe 
dreadfut calamities, ſhall the 
ſun be ſhrouded indarkneſs— 
the moon ſhall become a great 
blank in the midſt of heaven 
— the ſtars ſhall drop from 
their ſpheres and the heaven- 


ly powers ſhall be ſhaken with 
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the moſt violent concuſſi- 


ons *, 

30 And then ſhall be ſeen 
in the air a bright luminous 
appearance of the ſon of man, 
ſcattering deſtruction upon 
the Jewiſh nation—at which 
tremendous ſpectacle all the 
tribes of the land of Iſrael 
ſhall be overwhelmed in the 
laſt terrour and diſtreſs, when 
they ſurvey the Meſſiah 
riding in triumph on the 
clouds of heaven in magnifi- 
cent pomp and irreſiſtible 

wer. 

31 He will then diſpatch 
his meſſengers with the clan- 
gors of a ſhrill trumpet, and 
they ſhall collect Chriſtians in 
every region of the univerſe, 
making converts and form- 


ing ſocieties of believers in 


the moſt diſtant climes. 


32 Learn a leſſon of in- 
ſtruction from the following 


ſimilitude When the fig- 
tree puts forth new leaves 


and tender ſhoots, you con- 


clude that ſummer is ap- 
proaching. | 

In like manner when 
you ſee all theſe concurring to- 
kens, which I have ſo minute- 
ly deſcribed—moft certainly 
infer that the impending de- 
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— will very ſpeedily 
all. N 
34 I ſolemnly aſſure you 
chat the preſent race of men 
ſhall not be defunct, before 
this dreadful inundation come, 
and the whole of this prophe- 
ſy be fulfilled. 

35 For ſooner ſhall the 
earth and ſky be reduced in- 
to its primitive chaos, than 
theſe my predictions not be 
fully verified and accompliſh- 
«x 

36 But in what day, or in 


| what particular ſeaſon of the 


year this dire invaſion ſhall 
happen, is known only to the 
ſupreme God—but to no be- 
ing in the univerſe beſides 


moſt exalted angels. 

37 The times in which 
the ſon of man ſhall come to 
deſtroy this impenitent coun- 
try will be exactly ſimilar to 
the times in which Noah lived. 

38 For as in the times that 
preceded the flood, the men 
of that age were immerſed in 
the exceſſes of all ſenſual in- 
dulgence, and continued tra- 
verſing a circle of every a- 
muſement and pleaſure even 
"till the very day that Noah 


entered into the ark; 


polity is eye deſcribed by our Saviour in the /ame ſublime language, as 
the downfall of Babylon and Egypt in the antient prophets, Compare 
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39 and never once ſuſpect- 
ed the impending inundation 
— till it ſuddenly ruſhed upon 
them, and ſwept them all a- 
way — juſt ſuch will be the 


ſtate of things when the ſon. 


'of man comes to deſtroy this 
incorrigible nation. : 
40 At the time of this ſud- 
den irruption there ſhall be 
two perſons in the ſame field 
La good Chriſtian and an un- 
believing Jew — the one of 


whom ſhall be involved in the 


general deſtruction, and the 
other ſave himſelf by flight. 
41 Two women ſhall be 
grinding at the ſame mill — 
the one ſhall be ſlain, the 
other providentially make her 
eſcape, 
42 
conſtant vigilance, and atten- 
tion to the admonitions I have 
given you —for you cannot 
tell in what particular ſeaſon 
the ſon of man will come to 
plunge the Jewiſh nation in 
the gulf of deſtruction. 
43 Conſider how reaſon- 
able ſuch a conduct is in o- 
ther caſes — for example — 
Had any maſter of a family 
previous information at what 
particular hour of the night 
his houſe would be attempted, 
he would certainly fit up, and 
prevent the thieves from 
breaking in. | 
44 With the ſame prudent 
vigilance be you alſo ever en- 
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Exerciſe, therefore, a 


oy 
dowed — that theſe terrible 
calamities ſurpriſe you not 
ſunk in ſupine negligence and 
inconſideration. 

45 Every prudent ſervant, to 
whom his lord hath commit- 
ted the care of his domeſtic 
affairs during his abſence, will 
ſhow his fidelity in punctually 
executing his commands. 

46 And happy will ſuch a 
faithful ſervant be, if his maſter 
at his artival finds him dili- 
gently employed in his duty. 

47 He will aſſuredly re- 
ward ſuch induſtry and faith- 
fulneſs with the principal di- 
rection of all his fortunes. 

48 But if the wicked ſervant 
ſuffer negligence and care- 
leſſneſs to ſteal upon him, 
and indulge the fond imagi- 
nation, that his lord will de- 
fer his journey home for ma- 
ny years, 

49 and in conſequence of 
theſe ſuggeſtions begin a 
courſe of profligacy and riot 

throw every thing into 
confuſion—abule his fellow- 
ſervants with the moſt wanton 
cruelty—and run into all the 
exceſſes of debauchery and 
drunkennels— 

30 The lord of that ſer- 
vant will ſuddenly come up- 
on him at an unexpected time, 
and ſurpriſe him in the midſt 
of theſe ſcenes of irregularity 
and diſorder, 


| G 4 


51 and will inflict upon 
him 


\ 


88 
him the moſt exquiſite tor- 


tures , and precipitate him 
into an horrid confinement— 


there to deplore his wretch- 


edneſs, and gnaſh his teeth 
tor pain. 


Cray. xxv. 1 The ſtate 
of the chriſtians on the ſud- 
den irruption of theſe over- 


whelming calamities may be 


properly repreſented in the 
following fable — Ten vir- 
gins took their lamps, and 
went in proceſſion to meet 
the bridegroom. 
2 Five of theſe were en- 
dued with prudence and diſ- 
cretion, the other five were 
thoughtleſs and inconſide- 
rate. 5 
3 The thoughtleſs took 
indeed their lamps, but had 
not the precaution to reple- 
niſ them with oil. | 
4 But the prudent, mind- 


ful of futurity, carried oil 


with them in veſſels. 

5 Having waited a long 
time for the bridegroom, and 
henot appearing, they alſo, fa- 
tigued with tedious expecta- 
tion, ſunk in profound re- 
pole. 

6 But lo] at midnight they 
were ſuddenly alarmed with 
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a piercing cry — The bride- 
groom, the bridegroom is 
coming !—haſten to meet and 
congratulate him. 

7 Rouſed with this unex- 
pected proclamation they all 
got up and trimmed their 
lamps. ; 

8 The thoughtleſs then 
began to ſolicit the other to 
impart to them ſome of their 
oil—telling them that their 
lamps were entirely extin- 
guiſhed. 5 

9 To theſe entreaties the 
prudent anſwered that they 
had only provided a ſufficient 
quantity for their own uſe, 
.and therefore adviſed them 
to go and purchaſe oil of thoſe 
who ſold it. 7 

10 They departed accor- 
dingly, but during their ab- 
ſence the bridegroom came, 
and the prudent virgins, be- 
ing prepared for his recep- 
tion, went along with him to 
the nuptial entertainment— 
The doors then were imme— 
diately ſhut. 

11 After ſome time the o- 
thers came to the door, and 
{upphcated earneſtly for ad- 
miſſion. | 

12 But the bridegraom re- 


pulſed them — telling them, 


f It will appear by conſulting the following paſſages that Sryoroues 
is not reſtricted to /awing a/under,'as Whitby and others contend. 2 
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he did not know them, and 


would not admit any ſtran- 


gers. 


ner vigilant and watchful— 
leſt at your lord's coming to 
puniſh the Jews, you be ſur- 
priſed in negligence and care- 


leſneſs, and be involved in 


the general deſtruction. 
$—14 THz goſpel diſpen- 
ſation with regard to the diſ- 
tribution of future rewards 
and puniſhments may be thus 
repreſented — A gentleman 


intending to viſit foreign 
countries called his ſervants. 


together, and entruſted them 


with conſiderable ſums, ex- 


pecting that they ſnould im- 


prom them by trade during 


is abſence. 

15 To one ſervant he com- 
mitted five talents — to a ſe- 
cond, two — to a third, one 
— to each according to his 
reſpective abilities After this 

he ſet out upon his travels. 
16 The ſervant then, who 
had received five talents, im- 
mediately launched into buſi- 
neſs, and in proceſs of time 
by his ſkill and diligence 
doubled his capital. 

17 In like manner he, who 
had been entruſted with two, 
gained in trade other two. 

18 But the ſervant, who had 


received one talent, went into 


an obſcure place dug an hole 
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13 Be ye in the ſame man- 


89 


and there depoſited his lord's 


money. 
19 After many years were 
elapſed, the gentleman re- 
turns home from his travels, 
and calls his ſervants before 
him deſirous to know what 
improvement they had made 
of his money. _ 
20 The ſervant then, who 
had received five talents, thus 
ſpoke — Sir, at your depar- 
ture you delivered to me five 
talents—by care and induſtry 
I have accumulated other five. 
21 His lord highly elated 
cried out in tranſport—Ami- 
able conduct! conſummate 
excellence! your faithful 
conduct merits the higheſt 
applauſe—enter into the moſt 
tranſcendent happineſs it is in 
my power to beſtow. 87 
22 Je then, who had re- 
ceived two talents, approach- 
ed his lord, and ſaid — Sir, 
you originally entruſted me 
with two talents—!I have like- 
wiſe doubled them by my di- 

ligence in commerce. | 
23 His lord in the higheſt 
raptures ſaid Well done! 
thou faithful ſervant! thou haſt 
abundantly ſhowed thy fideli- 
ty in huſbanding the trifling 
ſum I committed to thee—— 
thou ſhalt be immediately ad- 
vanced to a very high and 
illuſtrious ſtation, and ſhare 
thy lord's felicity. 
24 Laſt 


90 
24 Laſt of all he, who had 
received one talent, drew 
near and ſpoke — Sir, I knew 
ou to be a man of implaca- 
le ſeverity, exacting your 
unreaſonable demands with 


petting great emoluments 
from perſons, whom you fix- 


ed in no capacity to ſubſerve 


your intereſts. 
25 Dreading, therefore, 


4 


unrelenting rigour, and ex- 


4 
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him directly, and give it to 
him who had the five talents. 

29 For every one, who hath 
carefully improved what hath 
been committed to him, ſhall 
be rewarded with a more am- 
ple and copious affluence — 
but he, who hath miſimprov- 


ed what was entruſted to him, 
ſhall be fatally deprived even 
of what he originally had. 

30 Take you therefore that 


your ſtern and inexorable{ worthleſs flave from my pre- 


temper, I went and hid it] ſence, and throw him into a 
ground— here it is — dark and diſmal mine *, there 


m the 
I reſtore it as I received it. 

26 His lord, fired with in- 
Uignation at a conduct fo cri- 
minal, ſaid to him — Thou 
baſe and indolent flave ! —if 
you really knew me, as you 
* did, to be of a —.— 
ſo | unreaſonable and unre- 


lenting, and to be ſo inexo- 


rable in my demands, 
27 you ought to have taken 
eate not to incur my reſent- 
ment — but by a careful and 
diligent endeavour ſhould 
have improved the talent in 
trade — that at my return I 
might have received my mo- 
ney with ſome additional pro- 
fits, and have applauded and 
rewarded you for your con- 
duct. | 
28 The gentleman then 
ſaid — take that talent from 


| 


s Diſobedient and worthleſs ſlaves were uſually puniſhed by being con- 
fined to hard labour in the mines, | | 
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to deplore his wretchedneſs, 
and gnaſh his teeth for ex- 
treme miſer r. 

$—31 Arx the laſt day the 
Meſſiah ſhall deſcend, inveſt- 
ed with matchleſs ſplendour 
and majeſty, with a bright 


and numerous retinue of his 
angels—and then ſhall aſcend 
a moſt magnificent throne. 


32 Before this tribunal all 


the nations of the univerſe 


{hall be convened in one vaſt 
aſſembly — theſe he will then 
ſeparate into two diſtinct com- 
panies, in the ſame manner as 


a ſhepherd ſelects and divides 


the ſneep and goats into two 
ſeparate flocks. 


33 The good he will place 


on his right hand- the bad on 
his left. 
34 The judge will then 


addreſs 
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addreſs himſelf to thoſe on his | 


right hand with ſmiles of ap- 
probation —— Welcome! ye 
. bleſſed of my father! Wel- 
come to the everlaſting poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe bliſsful abodes, 
which have from all eternity 
been prepared for your re- 
ception. > mW 

35 For when I was faint- 
ing with hunger, you gave 
me food—when I was parch- 
ed with thirſt, you gave me' 
drink—under your roof, when 
J was a ſtranger, I found an 
hoſpitable reception. 

36 When I was languiſh- | 
ing under cold and naked- 
neſs, you cloathed me—when 
I was ſick and helpleſs, you 
took the charge of me 
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ſee thee confined to à ſick 
bed, or to a loathſome dungeon 
—and in that helpleſs condi- 
tion viſited and befriended 
thee ? | 
40 To this the judge will 
anſwer Since you have done 
theſe kind and benevolent 


offices to the moſt inconſide- 


rable chriſtian ] conſider 
them as done to myſelf. 

41 AFTERWARDS the 
judge will turn to thoſe on 
his left hand, and ſay to them, 
with ſtern looks, full of in- 


{ dignation—Depart you curſ- 


ed from my preſence, to be 
conſumed m that eternal fire, 
that was prepared for the de- 
vil and his angels. 

42 For tho' I was expiring 


when I was confined in pri- | with hunger and thirſt, you 


ſon, you viſited me. 

37 The righteous, alarmed | 
at ſuch an unexpected diſ- 
courſe, will then anſwer — 
Bleſſed Meſſiah ! when did 
we ever ſee thee languiſning 
with hunger, or fainting with 
_ thirſt, and in theſe extremi- 
ties relieved thee ? 

38 When did we ever ſee 
thee a forlorn and unhappy 
| ſtranger, and entertained thee 
—or indigent and naked, and 
cloathed thee ? 


| repulſed me from your doors. 


43 Tho' I was in a ſtrange 
country and in diſtreſs, you 
had the cruelty to refuſe me 
the leaſt relief——when you 
ſaw me ſhiver and languiſh 
under cold and nakedneſs — 
when you ſaw me rendered 
helpleſs by indiſpoſition, or 
confined in a priſon—you ne- 
glected me, and left me to 
all the cruel rigours of my 
condition. 

44 This company too will 


39 Or when did we ever 


hb The word en/ox477Tope: doth 


#ver/ight or charge of a perſon. So it ſhou 
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witneſs ſurpriſe at ſuch an ac- 


not ſignify to vi//z, but to take the 
d have been tranſlated, James 


cuſation, 
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when did we ever ſee thee ** 


cuſation, and ſay 


volved in any of the calami- 


ties you mention, and denied 


thee relief? 
45 He will then reply == — 


Since you have refuſed theſe 
humane and beneficent offi- 
ces to modeſt and humble 
virtue in diſtreſs — I conſider 


them as being refuſed to my- 


ſelf. 
46 The wicked then will 


be ſentenced to eternal death, 
and the good ſhall be adjudg- 


ed to eternal life. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


«ren Jeſus had fi- 


niſhed the preceding 


diſcourſes, he ſaid unto his 


diſciples, 
2 There are only two days 


you know to the paſſover — 


during which ſolemnity be 
aſſured that the ſon of man 


will be treacherouſly deliver- 
ed into the power of his ene- 


mies, and be crucified. 

3 At this very time there 
was convoked a general coun- 
ci] of the high prieſts, the 
clergy and the magiſtrates— 
who met in the palace of the 
high prieſt, whoſe name was 
Cajaphas. 

4 In this aſſembly they all 
Leliberzed and concerted 


meaſures how to trapan Jeſus | 


by fraud, and put him to 
death, 


5 They agreed, however, 
not to execute this deſign 


during the celebration of the 


paſſover—leſt it might cauſe 
a tumult, and the populace 


ſhould reſcue him by force. 


.$—6 ApovrT: this time it 
happened, that as Jeſus was 


in Bethany, in the houſe of 


one Simon whom he had mi- 
raculouſly cured of leprofy, 

7 a woman approached him 
as he was reclining on the 


couch, and poured an alabaſ- 


ter box of the fineſt and rich- 
eſt perfume upon his head. 

8 This action, of which 
the diſciples were witneſſes, 
filled ſome of them with ex- 


treme indignation, and they 
could not forbear teſtifying 


their reſentment by ſaying — 


What is there that can juſtify 


ſuch extravagance | 

9 This perfume might have 
been ſold for a conſiderable 
ſum, which would have re- 
lieved the diſtreſſes of ſeveral 
poor families. 

10 But Jeſus conſcious of 
theſe repining murmurs ſaid 
to them — Why do you con- 
ceive ſuch violent diſguſt and 
reſentment againſt the wo- 
man ? — ſhe hath done me a 


good and beneficent office. 

11 And with regard to what 
you alledge concerning the 
poor — objects of compaſſion 
you have always around you 
— but my continuance with 
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you vill be but of a very 
ſhort duration. 

12 So ſhort, .that the per- 
fume, which ſhe hath now 
laviſhed upon my perſon, may 
be conſidered in the light of 
funeral honours paid to me. 

13 This friendly and be- 
nevolent favour, which this 


woman hath juſt conferred | 


upon me, I aſſure you, ſhall 
be celebrated in every coun- 
try where the . goſpel is dif- 
fuſed, and live in the grateful 
remembrance of all future 
ages. 

$—14 AFTER this Judas 
Iſcariot one of the twelve a- 
poſtles went to the high 
prieſts, 

15 and faid—What reward 
will you give me, and I will 
deliver Jeſus into your power ? 
— They agreed to pay him 
thirty pieces of ſilver. 

16 From the time, that 
this contract was made, Ju- 
das continually ſtudied the 


moſt favourable opportunity 


of putting Jeſus. into their 


hands. 


—17 Tux diſciples, on 
the firſt day of unleavened 
bread, came to Jeſus, | and 
defired to know in what place 
he would have them make 
preparation for eating the 
paſchal ſupper. 

18 He faid to them—Go 


into the city to ſuch a certain 


perſon, and tell him that your 
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maſter intends to celebrate at 
his houſe the approaching ſo- 
lemnity with his diſciples. 
19 The diſciples imme- 
diately executed his injunc- 
tions —and in that perſon's 


houſe they provided every 


thing neceſſary for the pat- 
ſover. 
20 Accordingly in the e- 


vening Jeſus ſat down. to eat 
the paſchal lamb with his diſ- 


ciples. 


21 But while they were at 
ſupper Jeſus ſaid to them — 


I certainly know that one of 
you will by the baſeſt perfidy 
betray me into the power of 
thoſe, who thirſt after my 
blood. N 

22 A declaration ſo unex- 


pected threw them into all 
the exceſſes of reſentment and 


grief and every one of them 
reſpectively aſked him, by 
turns, —if he judged him ca- 


pable of ſuch black ingrati- 


tude and treachery ? 


23 He rephed —The per- 


ſon, who will perpetrate this 
crime, is now dipping a piece 
of bread in the diſh. 

24 The ſon of man, indeed, 
will make that exit, which 
the antient prophets have 
long ſince predicted — but 
dreadful, ' beyond expreſſion, 
will be the puniſhment of 
that perſon, who will betray 
the Meſſiah into the hands 
of his perſecutors ! Happy 

would 
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life! 


you think me capable of ſuch 
villainy—1 do—Jefusreplied. | p 


and having paid his gratitude 


blood by the effuſion of 


ſure you—that I will not taſte 
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would it be for him, had he 
never drawn the breath of 


25 The traitor Tun hear- 
ing this diſcourſe ſaid — Do 


26 As they were at ſupper, 
Jeſus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to God, 


he broke it, and diſtributed 


it to his diſciples, ſaying 
Take and eat this bread — 
which I deſign ſhould repre- 
ſent my own body. 

27 He then took the cup, 


to heaven, he gave it to them, 
ſaying—Of this wine do you 
all drin 

28 for it repreſents my own 


which that new diſpenſation, 
which, is deſigned to reform 
a vicious and depraved world, 
ſhall be ſcaled and confirmed. 
29 And let me farther af- 


the produce of the vine, till 
the time that my heavenly | 
father hath erected his king- 
dom *. . | 

30 When they had ſung 
Fa. uſual paſchal ode — they 


ſaid tothem This very night 
you will all be aſhamed of the 
cauſe you have eſpouſed, and 
deſert me and to your con- 
duct may be applied a paſſage 
which occurs in one of the 
rophets — I will wound 
the ſhepherd, and the flock 
ſhall diſperſe.” 

32 But remember, after I 
am raiſed from the grave, 1 
will immediately repair to 
Galilee. 

33 Peter then replied 
you ſay that we ſhall all relin- 
quiſh you—but I am delibe- 


rately reſolved never to aban- 


don you. 
34 Haſt thou formed this 
reſolution? I aſſure thee. 
this very night before the 
cock hath crowed three times, 
thou wilt ſolemnly deny that 
thou ever hadſt any connec- 


tions with me. 


35 I will ſooner meet death, 
with you, ſaid Peter, in the 


moſt dreadful form, than ever 


be guilty of ſuch baſeneſs 


| All the diſciples made the 


ſame declarations. | 
36 Jeſus then attended 

with his diſciples came to a 

retired place called Gethſe- 


withdrew to the mount of | manè — into which as ſoon as 


Olives;- 


31 On their ri here hel 


he had withdrawn, he faid to 
them,. Sit down here, while 


1 That is, not till aſter his reſurreftion—at which the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation properly commenced. See Sykes on the Chriſtian Religion, p. 62, 


and Weſt on Prayer, P-7 5. 


1 ad- 
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advance a little farther, 
and ſupplicate my God to aſ- 
ſiſt me. 1 then 
He then took with him 
Peter, and the two ſons of Ze- 
bedee——who ſoon ſaw him 
ſink in an agony of exceſ- 
ſive ſorrow and diſtreſs of 
mind. 
38 He then ſaid to them 
—- my ſoul is. overwhelmed 
in a flood of the moſt oppreſ- 


ſive grief, and is ready to ex- 


pire by reaſon of the excru- 
ciating anguiſh I now ſuſtain 
Do ſtay here and 
with me. : 
309 Having faid this he ad- 
vanced a few ſteps from them 
 —proſtrated himſelf on the 
ground, and - uttered 
prayer O merciful God 
ſuffer not the impending ſtorm 
to break over my head - but 
check myſelf— Not my will 
but thine be done! 

40 He then roſe from his 
knees,. and came back to his 
diſciples——whom he found 
ſunk in profound repole—— 


and awakening Peter he faid | 


—are you not able to ſit up 
with me, but for 
hour. | 

41 Suffer not ſleep to over- 
come you in this emergency, 
but earneftly beg of God, 
that you may not be ſeduced 
into ſin—Your minds chear- 
fully prompt you to adhere 


to me, but the ſtrong fears | 
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ſit up | 


this 


one ſingle | 


=_— 
of death, alas! will ſoon o- 
vercome all your mental re- 
ſolutions | | 

42 He left them a ſecond 
time, and devoutly offered 
the following ſupplication 
O my father! if theſe ap- 
proaching miſeries cannot be 
| avoided,” but I muſt be in- 
volved in them—I calmly ac- 
quieſce in thine all wiſe diſpo- 
fal! 2 
43 He came, and again 
found them overwhelmed in 
ſleep. 5 | 
44 Upon ſeeing them in 
the ſame condition, he went 
from them a third time and 
poured out the ſame devout 
requeſts. 
45 After this he comes to 
his diſciples and ſays to them 
Lou may now indulge your 
ſlumbers, and fink in the arms: 
of ſecurity and repoſe — for 
the time is expired my fate: 
is decided, the ſon of man is 
this moment going to be de- 
livered into the hands of his 
wicked enemies. | 

46 Riſe—let us depart 
the traitor is here 
47 He had not ſpoken 
theſe words before Judas ap- 
proached him, attended with 
a vaſt mob, armed, ſome of 
them with ſwords, others with 
clubs, whom the prelates and 
.the magiſtrates had hired for - 
this purpoſe. : 
48 To theſe ruffians the 


| 


traitor 


ö 
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traitor had agreed to give this | heavenly father to deliver me, 
ſignal— The perſon, ſaid he, and ſhould inſtantly be incir- 
whom I ſhall kiſs, is the man | cled with many thouſands of 
- Apprehend him immedi- Angels? oy 
ately. - 54 But how, then, would 
49 He then haſtily advan- | thoſe prophecies be fulfilled, 
ced up to Jeſus, and ſaid | which expreſsly predict the 
Hail great inſtructor ! — and | ſufferings and death of the 
faluted him, ſeemingly, with | Meſſiah? _ | 
great ardour and affection “. 55 When the officers had 
50 Friend! ſaid Jeſus to | ſeized Jeſus, he ſaid to the 
him, what is it hath prompt- | ſurrounding mob—Why did 
ed thee to this ?—The mob | you come armed with clubs 
then ſeeing the ſignal, ruſhed | and ſwords to apprehend me, 
upon him and ſeized him. like a thief, in this clandeſtine 
51 One of the diſciples, ſee- manner? When you knew 
ing this violence, immediately | that Iwas every day publickly 
drew his ſword and ſtruck a | inſtructing the people in the 
ſervant of the high prieſt a | temple—yet laid no violent 
blow which cut off his right | hands upon me? 
ear. | -56 But the antient predic- 
52 Upon this Jeſus turned | tions muſt be accompliſhed 
to him and ſaid — ſheath thy A am to ſuſtain all this treat- 
ſword—for all, that ſhall now | ment——When the diſciples 
take up arms to reſcue me, | ſaw their maſter in the hands 
are ſure to be overpowered | of theſe ruffians, they were 
and ſlain. : ſeized with conſternation, and 
53 Doſt thou not reflect, | deſerted him by a ſudden and 
that if I were to be extricated | precipitate flight. 
by force from my impending | $—;7 Wren they had 
fate, Icould now implore my | apprehended Jeſus they drag- 


e gag is uſed in the verſe before, but zarepacw in this, and inti- 

mates that the traitor ſaluted him with great ardency. To expreſs myſelf 
in latin: In pio officio aliquandiu immoratus eft. Pericles loved A/pafia 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, and never went or came from the forum, but 
nomade hr Ts Lara. Plutarch Pericles, p. 301. All che army 
ſhed tears for joy, and eyequorTo αννννννẽðE:,·ͤ N xaTrioins. Plutarch in 
Fabio, p. 330. Cato ſtruck Manillius out of the liſt of the ſenators be- 
cauſe in the preſence of his dadghter 7yv '@uT# uvearte naTihIAncey. 
Plutarch Cato Maj. p. 634. Sylla always carried in his boſom a little 

golden image, which in an engagement he ever uſed xa74g:Asy. Plut. 


Sylla. p. 861. Edit. Steph. 
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ged him before Caiaphas 

the high prieſt, at whoſe 
houſe the clergy and magi- 

ſtrates, were then aſſembled. 

58. Peter followed him, at 
ſome conſiderable diſtance, as 
far as into the hall of the 
high prieſt—where he ming- 
led with the ſervants, deſign- 
ing to learn the reſult of this 
tranſaction. 

59 WhenJeſus was brought 
before the high prieſts and the 
magiſtrates, the whole coun- 
cil tried to ſuborn witneſſes to 
atteſt the moſt notorious falſe- 
hoods in order that they 
might publickly condemn and 
execute him as a malefactor. 

60 But tho' ſeveral falſe 
evidences were procured, yet 
what they alledged was not 
deemed ſufficient to convict 
him of a capital crime— till 
two witneſſes appeared, 

61 who declared that they 
had heard him utter the fol- 
lowing expreſſions I am able 
to demoliſh this whole fabric 
of the temple, and in three 
daystime to rebuild it in all its 
former grandeur and mag- 
nificence. 3 

62 The high prieſt then 
roſe from his Ka and ſaid to 
him—Wilt thou offer no de- 
fence? Wilt not thou vin- 
dicate thyſelf againſt theſe 
charges? 

63 But Jeſus, knowing 
their determined reſolutions to 


ä 


by MATTHEW. 
L 


97 


ſaid to him I ſolemnly ad- 
jure thee in the name of the 
living God, in whoſe pre- 
ſence thou ſtandeſt, that thou 
wilt expreſsly tell us, whether 
thou art the real Meſſiah, the 
ſon of God? 

64 Jeſus anſwered that he 
was, and ſaid— Tou will ſoon 
ſee a convincing proof that 1 
am — for you will ſee me in- 
veſted with the higheſt dignity 
and authority, and riding in 
triumph, pomp and majeſty, 
upon the clouds, ſcattering 
deſtruction upon this city and 
nation. = 
65 Upon hearing this, the 
high prieſt rent his cloaths, 
crying out What horrid . 
blaſphemy 1s this ! What oc- 
caſion have we for evidence 
againſt him ?—Have you not 
heard the notorious blaſphe- 
mies againſt God that he juſt 
uttered ? | 

66 Il deſire your ſentiments 
of i. The council with one 
unanimous voice anſwered 
that he ought to ſuffer capi- 
tal puniſhment. 

67 This ſentence was no 
ſooner pronounced, than the 
mob around him began to 
offer him the vileſt indigni- 
ties, ſpitting in his face, and 
ſtriking him with their fiſts, 

68 and during this appro- 
brious treatment inſolently 


aſking him to tell, by the 


condemn him, continued ſi- 


Vol. I. 


rophetic powers he poſſei- 
9 4 H- "7 ſed 


ent—The high prieſt then 


him. 


moſt ſolemn appeals to God, 
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$—69 Prrrx, as hath been 
mentioned above, was now in 
the hall—where as he was ſit- 
ting; one of the ſervant maids 
came to him and ſaid I be- 
lieve you was one of the com- 
panions of this Jeſus of Na- 
zereth, nn | 

70 You miſtake the per- 
fon, he replied—T never had 
the leaſt acquaintance with 
him—T do not know what 
you mean. 

71 He was no ſooner gone 
into the paſſage, but another 
maid ſervant ſaw him, and ſaid 
to the people that ſtood round 
her—Thar perſon there was 
one of Jeſusꝰ particular friends. 

72 But he anſwered with 
a ſolemn oath, That he did 
not ſo much as know him. 

73 A little after, ſome of 
thoſe who ſtood there faid to 
Peter—you certainly are one 
of his diſciples for your dia- 
tect 1s a plain demonſtration, 
that you are a Galilean. 

74 Upon this he began to 
utter the moſt dreadful oaths 
and imprecations, making the 


that he never had. any con- 
nections with him—-when he 
heard the cock crow. 

- 75 He then inſtantly recol- 
Tefted what Jeſus had told 
him: that before the cock 


crew, he would three ſeveral 
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| times utter the ſtrongeſt aſ- 


ſeverations that he had never 
known him—this ruſhing in- 
to his mind ſtruck him with 
a painful ſenſe of his weak- 
neſs and wickedneſs, and he 
went out and burſt into a 
flood of bitter tears. 


CHAP XXVII. 
1 87 the morning the high 


prieſts and the other 
members, who compoſed the 
Sanhedrim convened a coun- 
cil in which it was unani- 
mouſly decreed that Jeſus 
ſhould ſuffer capital puniſh- | 
ment. _ 
2 Accordingly they load- 
ed him with fetters and con- 
ducted him before Pontius 
Pilate the Roman governour. 
$—2; Bor when Judas 
found that Jeſus was con- 
demned to die, he was ſtung 
with remorſe, and bringing 
back the thirty pieces of ſil- 
ver to the prelates and the 
money: 

4 ſaid to them I have been 
guilty of a moſt horrid and en- 
ormous crime, in betraying 
an innocent perſon into your 
hands by an act of the baſeſt 
perfidy they replied — this 
chy treachery doth: not in the 
leaſt affect us thou alone 


art chargeable with it. 
565 He then, ſeized with 
deſpair and rage, flung down 


the 
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he ſaid to him Do you pre- 
tend to aſſume the title of 


Chap. xxvii. 99 
the money ruſhed out of the 
temple, and immediately 
hanged himſelf”, 

6 The high prieſts order- 
ing the pieces to be picked 
up ſaid—as human blood hath 
been purchaſed with this mo- 
ney, it is unlawful for us to 
put it into the treaſury of the 
temple. 

7 They therefore delibe- 


King of the Jews? Jeſus 
anſwered in the affirmative. 
12 But to many accuſati- 
ons that were here brought 
againſt him by the high prieſts 
and the magiſtrates he made 
no reply, knowing their in- 
flexible reſolution to condemn 
him. = 7 


rated to what uſe they ſhould 
convert it, and agreed at laſt 
to purchaſe with it the pot- 


13 Upon this Pilate faid— 
Why do you continue filent— 


do not you hear the heavy 


_ter's field to be a burying- 
ground for all foreigners that 
died in the city. 

S8 From this circumſtance 
that plot of ground hath ever 
ſince been called the field of 

Blood. f 

9 This incident is exactly 
ſimilar to the following paſ- 
ſage which occurs in the pro- 
phet Jeremiah — they took 
the thirty pieces of ſilver, the 
peice which the children of 

Ifrael ſet upon my head, | 

10 and they caſt them in- 
to the potter's field, as God 

.had enjoined me.” | 

$—11 Wren Jeſus was 
ordered before the governour, 


crimes they alledge againſt 
you ? ; 
14 But Jeſus, ſtill preſer- 
ved a profound filence— ſo 
that the governour was great- 
ly aſtoniſhed at his behaviour. 
15 The governour had e- 
ſtabliſned a cuſtom of grati- 
fying the people, at every 
paſſover, with the releaſe of 
any one priſoner, whoſe par- 
don they ſolicited of him. 
16 There happened then to 
be under confinement a verx 
notorious ruffian, whoſe name 
was Barabbas. _ 8 
17 As the council, there- 
fore, ſtood convened before 
him, Pilate, not doubting 


Some interpreters would conclyde from the greek verb here uſed that 
deſpair and melancholy choaked and ftrangled the traitor : but it is never 
uſed in this ſenſe. Some ſay when Ariadne was deſerted by Theſeus 
ſhe banged herſelf, aneySa&a':. Plutarch Thef. p. 16. They bring 
out the halters 2% arty, opevwr. Plutarch Themiſtocles, p. 223. 
When he found that Cato knew of it, he hanged himſelf, 27nyf27 3. 
Plutarch Cato Maj. 626. Socrates being abuſed in a comedy, only 
laughed at it, but Poliagrus hanged himſelf, arnySaro. 4Elian Var. 
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but they would prefer Jeſus 
to ſuch an infamous malefac- 
tour, propoſed it to them, 
whether they would have 


him releaſe this Barabbas or 


Jeſus. - | 

18 For he knew very well 
from the whole of their con- 
duct on this occaſion that they 


had dragged him to his tribu- 


nal merely from a principle 
of determined malice and in- 
veterate rage. 
19 It happened, moreover, 
while he was preſiding in this 
court of judicature that his 
wife diſpatched a meſſenger to 
him,entreating him not to con- 
demn an innocent perſon — 
for that ſhe had been, the 
night before, greatly terrified 
with a frighttul dream con- 
cerning him. SDL 
20 In the mean time while 
he was ruminating on this 
meſſage, the high prieſts and 
the magiſtrates prevailed with 
the populace by their impor- 
tunate perſuaſions to ſolicit 


for the acquittal of Barabbas 


and the execution of Jeſus. 
21 The governour reco- 


vering from the perturbation 


into which this-incident had 
thrown him, aſked them a- 


ee of theſe two 


o you chooſe I ſhould in- 
ſtantly diſmiſs from confine- 


ment? — They all cried Ba- 
rabbas. 5 
22 But what ſentence ſhall 
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1 pronounce, ſaid Pilate, up- 


on this man, whom you call 
the Meſſiah? — They uni- 
verſally clamoured — let him 
be crucified! _ | 

23 The governour, aſto- 
niſhed at the furious rage 
they expreſſed, calmly aſked 
them +— what crime they 
charged him with — but to 
this they only replied with a 
vociferation more violent 


than ever — let him be cruci- 
fied! a 


24 When Pilate found that 
all his attempts to reſcue him 
from their fury were fruitleſs, 
and that the more he endea- 
voured to placate their re- 
ſentments, the more he in- 
ſtigated and inflamed them, 
he ordered water to be 
brought, and waſhing his 
hands in the preſence of the 
whole court, ſaid give 
this public teſtimony that 
my hands ſhall not be em- 
brued in the blood of this 


good man. 


25 The whole aſſembly then 
unanimouſly replied Let 
his blood be upon us and 
upon our poſterity ! | 

26 Accordingly Barabbas 
was releaſed from priſon — 
and Jeſus was ſentenced to 
be firſt ſcourged and after- 
wards crucified. Ea 

27 After the firſt part of 
the ſentence was executed— 
the governour's guards car- 
| ried 
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ried Jeſus into the prætorium 
and there collected toge- 


ther the whole cohort. 
28 They then ſtripped off 


his cloaths, and arrayed him 


in robes of mock royalty— | 
for they put on him a purple 
veſt 
209 they platted a crown 

of thorns, and fixed it on his 
head they put a cane into 
his right hand for a ſcepter— 
and then proſtrated them- 
ſelves before him offering 
him the moſt wanton and cruel 
inſults and indignities—ſhout- 
ing, God ſave the king of 
the Jews! 

30 they ſpit upon him— 
they took the cane which 
he had in his hand and ſtruck 
him with it on the head, that 

the ſharp thorns might pierce 
and wound it. 

31 When they were tired 
with this inſolent treatment, 
they diveſted him of the pur- 
ple robe, and putting on him 
his own cloaths they dragged | 
him away to the place of cru- 
cifixion. | 

32 On their way from the 
prætorium they happened to 
meet one Cimon, a foreigner, 


from Cyrene—him they com- 


pelled by menaces to carry 
the croſs. 

33 When they were arriv- 
ed at the place of execution, 


called in the Jewiſh language 
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| Golg gotha, which ſignifies, 
The place of ſkulls, 

34 they were kind enough 
to offer him a ſtupifying 
draught, a compoſition of 
gall and vinegar — but after 
he taſted it, he refuſed to 
drink it. 

35 The Roman ſoldiers 
having fixed and erected the 
crols, "and nailed him to it, 
calt lots for his cloaths——a 
circumſtance ſimilar to one 
which the Pſalmiſt mentions 
in the following paſſage 
They made a diviſion of 
my apparel, and caſt lots for 
It. 37 

36 They bs ſat down 
upon the place and kept 

uard. 

37 Over his head they alſo 
put up this inſcription to 
ſignify the crime for which 
he ſuffered — THIS 18s THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

38 Along with him there 
were crucified two thieves, 
one on each ſide, 

39 The people that paſſed 
by the place reproached him 
in all the abuſive language 
they could invent, making 
him the object of all their 
banter and derifon—ſhaking 
their heads at him, 

40 and crying——This is 
the man, who could demo- 
liſh the temple and rear it 
again 1 in the ſpace of three 


| 


. 


wh 34 days! 
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days! O illuſtrious pro- 
phet! ſave thyſelf! Since * 
thou art the Meſſiah, looſen 
the nails by thy miraculous 
power, and defcend from thy 
croſs ! | 

41 With the ſame ſcornful 
contumely did the high prieſts, 
the clergy, and the magiſtrates 
load him, contemptuouſly ſay- 
ing, ETD 

42 Others he reſcued 
from death, but hath not pow- 
er to reſcue himſelf ! Since 
he aſſumes the title of king 
of Iſrael, let him now drop 
from his croſs in perfect health, 
and we ſhall credit his pre- 
tenſions. | 

43 He had the aàſſurance 

to arrogate to himſelf the ap- 
pellation of the ſon of God 
let that Being now, ſince he 
approves his conduct, deliver 
him from his tortures ! | 

44 The thieves who were 
crucified along with him, up- 
braided him alſo in the ſame 
opprobrious terms. 


- 
* 


o'clock to three in the after- 


noon, the whole land of Ju- 


dea was inveloped in thick 


darkneſs: 
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46 About three, Jeſus ut- 
tered with a loud and ſtrong 
voice theſe words Eli, Eli, 
lama ſabachthani which 
tranſlated ſignify, O my God! 
my God! why haſt thou de- 
ſerted me“ | 

47 Some perſons that ſtood 
by, hearing theſe expreſſions, - 
and led into a miſtake from 
the ſimilarity of the words, 
faid——He implores Elias to 
come and aſſiſt him. 

48 Then one of them im- 
mediately ran—took a ſpunge 
—filled 1t with vinegar, and 
fixing 1t at the end of a cane 
gave it him to drink. 

49 But the reſt reproved 
him for this kind office, ſay- 
ing—Do not regard him let 
us ſee if Elias will come to 
extricate him from his miſery. 

30 Jeſus cried again with 
an exceſſively loud and vehe- 
ment voice and expired. 

51 A moſt amazing ſcene 
now preſented itſelf The 


| veil, that ſeparated the hol 
—45 Now from twelve 


of hohes from the ſanctuary, 
was torn in pieces from the 
top tothe bottom There was 
alſo a dreadful earthquake, by 


the violence of whole concuſ- 


n R/ in this and the 42d verſe fignifies ſuce: as it does, when joined 
fo an indicative mood, in innumerable other places. | 
n Our Saviour by citing the beginning of the 22d Pfalm only, intended 


do refer the Jews to the Plalm itſelf, in which their ↄreſent conduct and 
his circumſtances are minutely deſcribed with a moſt amazing exactneſs. 


The Jews method of quoting ſcripture Was by reciting only a few words 


at the beginning of a paragraph. 


ſions 
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ſions the rocks were ſhattered 
and burſt aſunder. 

52 The monuments of the 
dead were allo opened, and 
the bodies of many good men, 
who had been lately deceaſed, 
yere reſtored ta life, 

53 and quitting their ſe- | 
pulchres, after his reſurrec- 
tion went into the haly city 
and were ſeen by conſiderable 
numbers of the inhabitants, 

54 But the Roman cap- 
tain and the guard of ſoldiers 
which he commanded, when 
they felt the violence of the 
ſhocks, and ſaw the other a- 
ſtoniſhing prodigies that now 
occurred, they were ſtruck 
with extreme horrour, and 
all declared — Undoubtedly 
this perſon was the ſon of 

a God! 

35 There ſtood, moreover, 
at fome conliderable diſ- 
tance from the croſs a large 
company of women, who had 


contributed to his ſupport, | 


and had attended him in his 
journey from Galilee. 

956 Among theſe were 
Macy Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Joſes, 
and the mother of John and 
the other James. 

57 In the evening Joſeph 
of Arimathea, a perſon of | 
great dignity and opulence, 
who was both convinced him- 


0 Literally, monde diſciples to Jeſus, 
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ſelf, and laboured to con- 
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vince others » of the divine 
authority of Jeſus, 

58 went to Pilate, and re- 
queſted it as a favour, that 
he would grant him the body 
of Jeſus—The governour at 
his earneſt ſolicitation ordered 
the body to be taken down 
and delivered to him. 

59 When this gentleman 
had received the corpſe, he 
ſwathed it in the fineſt linen, 
| 60 and interred it in a 
tomb, which he had lately 

hollowed in the rock, and in 
which he deſigned that his 
own remains ſhould be depo- 


 fited—and after having block- 


ed up and ſecured the mouth 
of the ſepulchre with a large 
ſtone, he departed. 

61 Mary Magdalene, and 
the other Mary, ſitting on a 
place oppoſite the ſepulchre, 
were pleaſed ſpectators of 
theſe funeral obſequies. 

962 Tux next day being 
the Jewiſh ſabbath, the high. 
prieſts and the Phariſees went 
in a body to Pilate: 

63 Being admitted, they 
ſpoke thus — We remember, 
Sir, that this notorious im- 
paſtor publickly gave out, 
that three days after his death 
he would riſe again. 


64 We deſire you, there: 
fore, to give orders that the 


ſepulchre 
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ſepulchre may be ſtrongly } 
guarded and ſecured for three 
days—for ſhould his diſciples 
come in the night time and 
ſteal his body, and publiſh to 
the world that he is actually 
riſen, the people will be ſe- 
duced into a deluſion that 
will be attended with more 
dangerous and pernicious 


_ conſequences, than what have 


already happened. 

65 To this their propoſal 
Pilate aſſented and ſaxd—Go 
then, take a guard with you, 
and make the ſepulchre as 
ſecure as you think proper. 
66 Accordingly they went 
—ſecured the mouth of the 
ſepulchre——ſet-a ſeal upon 
the large ſtone - blocked up 
its entrance — and placed a 
ſtrong body of ſoldiers to 
guard . 


C H AP. XXVIIL 


1 IN the evening when the 
Jewiſh ſabbath was cloſ- 


ed and the firſt day of the 
week juſt commenced, Mary 


Magdalenè and the other Ma- 


ry went to view the tomb. 

2 But here a ſurpriſing 
ſcene preſented itſelf- A 
dreadtul earthquake ſhook the 
ground——an angel then de- 
icended from heaven——ad- 
vanced to the tomb—rolled 
away the large ſtone that co- 


vered its mouth, and m_ up- 
on it. 

3 Red "i beams darted 
from his viſage, like gleams 
of lightening, and his robes 
ſhone with a ſplendour, in- 
expreſſibly bright and daz- 
zling, 

4 The guards were ſo 
{truck with his appearance, 
that their blood was inſtantly 
chilled with horrour, and they 
ſunk down like dead men. 

5 The angel addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the women with pla- 
cid mildneſs and benevolence, 
and ſaid— I know that you 
are come hither with a pious 
deſign to pay your laſt kind 
offices to the crucified Jeſus. 

6 But he is no longer in- 
cloſed within this tomb - he 
is riſen from the ruins of the 


grave, as he faid he ſhould | 
do - come fee the place where 
your maſter was once depo- 


ſited. 

7 And do you exert all the 
ſpeed you are able, and in- 
form his diſciples that he is 
riſen from the dead, and that 
he is advancing before them 


into Galilee, where he will 


certainly exhibit himſelf to 
their view remember, it is 
an angel commands! 

8 Having received this or- 
der they ran 1 from the ſepul- 
chre with ſwift and impatient 
ſteps to bring this happy news 

| . to 
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to the diſciples, while fear and 
joy tumultuouſly ſtruggled in 
their boſoms. = 

9 But as they were flying 
with the meſſage in this pre- 
cipitate manner behold 
Jeſus met and greeted them 
— The well known voice and 
form ſtruck them with inex- 
preſſible tranſports—they run 
to him——proſtrated them- 
ſelves, - and embraced his 
knees. 

10 Jeſus then ſaid to them 
—Diſpel every fear, and go, 
bid my diſciples haſten into 
Galilee, where I will meet 
them. | 
 $—11 AFTER the women 
had left the ſepulchre, ſome 
of the guards came into the 
city, and gave the high prieſts 
a circumſtantial account of 
every thing that had happen- 
ed at the tomb. 


12 Upon this information | 


a council was immediately 
convened——in which they 
came to a reſolution to give 
a confiderable ſum of money 
to bribe the ſoldiers. 

13 And they ordered them, 
whenever they were conſulted 
about theſe occurrences, to 
report, that the diſciples came 
in a clandeſtine manner in the 
night time, and ſtole the bo- 
dy, while they were aſleep. 
14 And they moreover al- 

ſured the ſoldiers, that if their 
conduct ſhould happen to be 
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found out by the governour, 
they would take care to ex- 
culpate them, and appeaſe 
his reſentment. 

15 The ſoldiers, being thus 
largely bribed, acted as they 
were inſtructed and this ac- 
count, which the ſoldiers were 


tired to publiſh, is current 


and credited among the Jews 
to this day. | 
16 The diſciples went di- 
rectly to Galilee and aſcended 
a particular mountain, which 
Jeſus had named as the place, 


where he would exhibit him- 


ſelf to their view. 

17 But tho' they had doubt- 
ed before, as ſoon as they ſaw 
him, they were convinced of 
the identity of his perſon, and 
proſtrated themſelves before 


him. 


18 Jeſus then addreſſed 
them in the following words 
I am now inveſted with 
univerſal power in heaven and 
on earth, as a reward for my 
obedience. | 
19 Go you, therefore, and 
make converts in every na- 
tion, baptizing them into the 
belief and profeſſion of a re- 
ligion, which is planned by 
the Father, publiſhed by the 
Son, and confirmed by the 
Holy Spirit : 

20 Enjoining upon them a 
ſtrict and conſcientious obſer- 
vance of all the precepts that 
I have taught you — and re- 

member, 


106 


The Hiſtory of Jesus 


Chap. i. 


wember, that in all your la- þ dian and fupport to the final 
ours and miniſtrations I ſhall } conſummation of all things. 
ever be your conſtant guar C? h 
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CRAP. I. 


1 T intend to write the hiſ- 
tory of Jeſus the Meſ- 
fiah, the ſon of God: 

2 Whole appearance on 
earth was uſhered in by John 
the Baptiſt, according to the 
Expreſs prediction of the an- 


tient prophets, recorded inthe 


two following paſſages —— 
© Behold I ſend an herald 
before thee to proclaim thy 


approach and prepare men | 


tor thy reception.” 
3 Hark! how the wil- 


derneſs reſounds with the loud 


proclamation—O prepare for 
the ſpecdy advent of the 


Meſſiah—ſtrow the path with | 


flowers, in which his ſacred 
teet ſhall tread !” | 

4 According to theſe 
prophecies John appeared as 


HISTORY or JESUS 
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| the harbinger of the Meſſiah, 


and publickly baptized in the 
wilderneſs, inculcating upon 
all who came to him the ne- 
ceſſity of fincere repentance 


in order to their ſecuring the 


g 


q 


| 


divine forgiveneſs. 

5 Struck with the appear- 
ance of ſo illuſtrious a pro- 
phet, the whole country of 
Tudea, and the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem flocked into the 
wilderneſs— and all theſe in- 
numerable crowds were bap- 
tized by him in the river Jor- 
dan, confefling their paſt 
crimes with genuine and un- 
feigned remorſe, and making 
the moſt deliberate reſolutions 
to reform their lives. 

6 John affected great mor- 
tification and auſterity of man- 
ners — wearing a coarſe gar- 
megt made of camels hair, and 

| a girdlc, 
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a girdle of leather feeding 
on locuſts, and the honey 
that he met with in the woods. 

7 This prophet made this 
moſt ſolemn and public pro- 
clamation to all that vaſt mul- 
titude that reſorted to him 
There is coming, ſaid he, 
and will ſpeedily appear a di- 
vine perſonage of a character 
and dignity infinitely ſuperi- 
our to what I am inveſted 
with, and for whom I am not 


worthy to ſtoop to perform | 


the meaneſt office. X 
8 I have baptized you on- 
ly with water, but this divine 
meſſenger will baptize and 
endue you with the gifts of 
the holy ſpirit. 
o Write John was 
thus employed in the duties 
of his miniſtry, Jeſus himſelf 
came among others from Na- 
zereth, and was baptized by 
him in Jordan. | 
10 But the moment he 
came out of the water, he 
ſaw the ſky open, and the 
holy ſpirit deſcended upon 
him with the rapidity of a 
dove: | roy od 
11 And at the ſame time, 
theſe words were diſtinctly 
articulated from the clouds 
Thou art my beloved ſon, 
the object of my fondeſt af- 
fections! 4 
$—12 Soon after this, Je- 
ſus in a prophetic dream fan- 
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cied himſelf tranſported into 
a dreary wilderneſs: | 
13 And in this horrid and 
ſolitary deſart, he thought he 
lived among wild beaſts, de- 
prived of food for forty days 
'—during all which ſpace, Sa- 
tan practiſed every art to ſe- 
duce him from his duty — 
but at the expiration of this 
period, he thought, the an- 


for came and gave him re- 


reſhment. 
$—14. AFTER John's im- 
priſonment, Jeſus travelled in- 
to Galilee, publiſhing the joy- 
ful news that the kingdom of 
the Meſſiah was going to be 
erected, - | 
15 and making public pro- 
clamation, wherever he went, 
that the time fixed by the pro- 
phets was elapſed — that the 
grand revolution under the 
Meſſiah would very ſoon take 
place — ſolemnly admoniſhing 
all to repent and amend their 
lives, and to credit the Joyful 
news he then communicated. 
16 WaLKING along 
the ſhore of the lake of Ga- 
lilee, he ſaw two brothers, 
Simon and Andrew, who were 
fiſhermen, and happened then 
to be caſting a net intothe lake. 
17 Jeſus called to them and 
faid— Follow me, and I will 


1 inſtruct you to catch a nobler 


prey—to draw men from the 
waves of ſin and miſery, 


ap 


18 Imme- 
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18 Immediately upon this 


authoritative invitation they 


deſerted all' they had, and 


yon themſelves to him. 


Advancing a little far- 
* on the beach he ſaw, in 
a fiſning veſſel, two other bro- 
thers, James and John, the 
ſons of Zebedee, diligently 
employed in repairing their 


Nets. 
20 Theſe he alſo called, 


and invited to follow n. 
Upon which they likewiſe did 
not heſitate a moment, but 


left their father and the ſer- 


vants, and became his com- 
panions. 

21 Wirn theſe atten- 
dants he entered the city Ca- 
pernaum on the ſabbath day, 
and going directly into a 


place of public worſhip, in- 


ſtructed the people who were 
there aſſembled. 

22 And the whole audi- 
ence were aſtoniſhed at the 
ſublimity of his doctrines— 
for he taught them, not in 
the trifling, careleſs, jejune 
manner of the Jewith clergy, 
but like one who was inveit- 
ed with a divine commiſſion 
and authority. 

23 There was in that aſſem- 
bly a perſon, who was at times 
afflicted with madneſs, and a 
fit of diſtraction happening 
then to ſeize him, | 

24 he cried out—Let us 


alone, thou Jeſus of Naza- 
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reth what concern haſt thou 
with us— I know very well 
who thou art — thou art a di- 
vine prophet. 

25 Jeſus then authorita- 
tively commanded the raging 
difeaſe to quit him immedi- 
ately. 

26 Upon which, cho the 
man was now in the midſt of 
terrible convulſions, and was 
roaring in a wild and fright- 
ful manner, he was inſtanta- 
neouſly reſtored to his reaſon 
and underſtanding, 

27 At the fight of this ſtu- 
pendous miracle they were all 
ſtruck with the laſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, and ſaid one to ano- 
ther—What amazing power 
is here exerted ! What divine 
inſtructions hath he juſt deli- 
vered! By what irreſiſtible en- 
ergy hath he removed the 
molt obſtinate and inveterate 


diſeaſes ! 


28 His fame was accord- 
ingly ſoon celebrated in all 
the country around Galilee. 

$—29 Wren the public 
ſervice was over; he went di- 
rectly into the houſe where 
Simon and Andrew lived, at- 
tended with James and John: 

30 Upon his entrance he 
was told, that Simon's mo- 
ther in law was confined to 
her bed by a violent fever: 

31 Upon this information 
he went into her room took 
her by the hand —raiſed her u 4 

— an 
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and immediately every 
ſymptom vaniſhed—ſhe got 
up in perfect health, and 
provided entertainment for 
them. 

32 In the evening when the 
ſun was down, they brought 
to him great numbers of un- 
happy objects, diſtreſſed with 
a variety of dreadful diſor- 

ders: ee 
3 So vaſt was the multi- 
tude, that the whole city 
ſeemed to be collected around 
the houſe. 

34 All this variety of diſ- 
eaſes he cured inſtantaneouſly 
— reſtored to the uſe of their 
intellects many perſons la- 
bouring under madneſs, and 
ſuffered not the diſtracted to 
- publiſh his character by any 

wild and noiſy exclamations. 

&—35 Tux next day he 
roſe a conſiderable time be- 
fore the morning dawned, 
and privately withdrew into a 
ſolitary retreat, to offer up 
his devotions to God. 

36 As ſoon as his abſence 
was diſcovered, Simon and 
his other attendants went in 


ſearch of him. 


37 When they found him, 


they deſired he would return 

and told him that there 

were prodigious crowds ex- 

_ petting him. 

38 He rephed—The other 

neighbouring towns claim my 

regards — I muſt impart to 

4 | 
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them alſo the joyful news of 
the Meſſiah's kingdom for 


I was {ent to diffuſe inſtruc- 


tion and happineſs to all. 

39 Accordingly through- 
out the whole region of Ga- 
lilee he taught in all their reli- 
gious aſſemblies, and healed 
the moſt inveterate diſeaſes. 

$—40 AmMoNnG others, a 
perſon infected with leproſy, 
approached him with reve- 
rence, and proſtrated himſelf 


at his feet, imploring him to 


commiſerate his unhappy con- 
dition: 

41 Such a dreadful ſpec- 
tacle affected Jeſus with the 


tendereſt ſympathy—extend- 


ing his hand, therefore, he 
ſaid, as he touched him — I 
am willing to relieve thee— 
be thy cure this moment 
compleated : 


42 He had no ſooner pro- 


nounced the words, but the 
leproſy vaniſhed and his fleſh 
appeared in a ſound and per- 
fect ſtate: 

43 He then, having pe- 
remptorily charged him not 
to divulge it, immediately 
diſmiſſed him, 


44 and faid—acquaint no 
perſon, on any account, with 


thy miraculous cure—but go 
directly and preſent thyſelf to 
the prieſt, in order that he 
may examine and pronounce 
thee healthy—and offer thoſe 
ſacrifices to God, which ho 

aw 
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law preſcribes upon _ oc- 


from all parts. 


to this crowded audience, a 


ralytic, ſupported y 
perſons : 
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caſion: 
45 But the man was ſo 

tranſported with ee, 

that as ſoon as he was 

from his prefence, he Aon: 


to publiſh every where the 
mixaculous cure that he had 
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crowds, they aſcended the 
ſtairs on the outſide of the 
houſe—took off ſome of the 
tiles, in order to force open 
the trap door that was in the 
roof——and thro' this door 
they let down with eords the 
couch, on which the miſer- 


the admiration of the public 


juſt been bleſſed with ſo bi] 


was fo univerſally excited that 
he could not appear in any of 
the cities in that region, but 
withdrew into ſolitary and 
unfrequented places, where 

reat numbers reſorted to him 


CHAP. II. 
x COM E time after, Jeſus 
came again to Caper- 
= wither fir it was no ſooner 
reported that he was in a cer- 


tain family, . 

2 than immediately a vaſh 
concourſe of people gathered 
about the houſe, ſo that the 
court before the door was 


quite full of people—to theſe 
he er an inſtructive 
diſcourſe. 


3 While he was preaching 


number of men deſigned to 


bring to him an helpleſs pa- | 
four 


4 But when they found | 
they could not come near him 


able paralytic lay: 

5 Jeſus, when he ſaw the 
unhappy creature deſcend in 
this manner, conſcious of the 
faith which they repoſed in 
his miraculous power, ſaid to 
him — Son, all the ſins, which 
you have hitherto committed, 


are from this moment ex- 
punged. 


6 When ſome of the Pha- 
riſees, who ſat in the room 
where he was, heard theſe 
expreflions, their. hearts ſe- 
cretly ſuggeſted the tollowing 
{ſentiments— . 

7 What horrid blaſphemy 
hath this perſon juſt — 5 
— What impious profaneneſs 
for him to arrogate a power, 
which belongs ſolely to God! 
none but He can forgive 
ſin. | 
8 Jeſus who erf knew 
the human mind, and every 
ſentiment that paſſed there, 
turned to them and ſaid — 
Why do you permit your 
hearts to indulge and dictate 
ſuch invidious thoughts? | 

9 For which is caſieſt, 
appeal to you, to forgive his 
fins, or by-a word to make 


on account of the prodigious | 


this 


AE take up thy couch — and 
Walk home: © + £1 
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this miſerable wretch, whom | 
vou fee enervated and ſhak- 


ing with the palſy, to riſe, to 
take up his couch on his ſhoul- 
ders, and walk home. 
10 I will give you an evi- 
dent demonſtration that the 
Jon of man is endowed with 
power on earth to forgive fin 
Having faid this he turned 
to the paralytic, - 
11 and faid to him—Riſe 


12 That moment he found 
himſelf nerved with ſtrength 
'—he inſtantly roſe up—threw 
his couch upon his ſhoulders 
and carried it through the 
crowd—ſo that all who were 
ſpectators of this fact were 
ſtruck with the laſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, and with deyout gra- 
titude adored God, unani- 


mouſly declaring — That no 


age, or nation, ever ſaw ſuch | 
miraculous power diſplayed !_ 
$— 13 AFTER this he a- 
gain left the town, and went 
along the ſhore of the lake, 
whither the multitude follow- 
ed him, to whom he deliver- 


ed important and uſeful in- 


paſſed by the collector's of- 
fice, where he ſaw Matthew 
the ſon of Alpheus ſitting, 
whom he invited to follow 
him— upon which he imme- 
diately left his employment, 
and joined the reſt of his at- 
tendants. | . 
13 This perſon invited Je- 
ſus and his diſciples to an en- 


| tertainment, which he had 


provided at his | houſe — at 
which there 'were many col- 


| leors and other perfons of 


immoral characters, who ſat 
down with Jeſus and his fe- 
lect companions. | 

| 16 When the Scribes and 
Phariſces ſaw him eating with 
perſons of ſuch profligate 
lives, they ſaid to his diſciples 
— What induces your maſter 
to aſſociate with men guilty 
of ſuch notorious and ſcanda- 
lous immoralities ?. 

17 Jeſus overhearing their 
diſcourſe, replied — As the 
healthy have no occaſion for 
the phyſician, but medicine 
is only of uſe to the indiſpoſ- 
ed ſo my deſign in coming 
into the world was not to in- 
vite the virtuous==theſe are 


ſtruction. 9 
14 Advancing farther, he 


ſuch already as I am deſirous 
they ſhould be —but to en- 


» Theſe collectors of tribute were univerſally deteſted in all the Roman 
provinces on account of their intolerable oppreſſion and unfeeling cruelty. 
4 Mithridates made an incurſion into Alia, which then ſuffered intole- 
rable miſeries from the uſurers and publicans, who ſeized and devoured 
every perſon's property like ſo many inſatiable harpies.” Plutarch Lu- 
cull. 906. See alſo a ſhocking account of their iniquities, p. 921. 
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gage 


joy — while the bridegroom 
highly improper and prepoſ- 


of abſtinence, and to indulge 


number of ſevere and painful 
obſervances upon my diſci- 
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gage profligate ſinners to re- 
pentance and amendment of 
3 18 Azovr this ti 

18 ABovrT this time 
the diſciples of John and of 
the Phariſees came to Jeſus 
in a body and ſaid— Why do 
John and the Phariſees enure 
their diſciples to ſuch ſevere 
mortification and rigid auſte- 
rities while you permit your 
diſciples to indulge themſelves 
in ſo free and unreſtrained a 
manner? 

19 Jeſus replied Can the 
friends and companions of the 
bridegroom faſt, and mace- | 
rate their bodies, during the 
days of nuptial feſtivity and 


is with them, it would be 
terous to practiſe the rigours 


the gloom of melancholy : 

20 The time, however, will 
ſoon come, when the bride- 

oom ſhall be violently torn 
Mon them——then ſhall the 
days of their mourning and 
melancholy commence. 

21 But for me to enjoin a 


ples, who have been educa- 
ted in the manner they have 
been, and but lately embrac- 
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them immediately to abandon 
and deſert me, and would be 
a conduct as imprudent and 
abſurd as for a man to join a 
large piece of ſtrong new 
cloath to an old and obſolete 
garment which would only 
contribute to make it tear the 
worſe: 2; - = 
22 Or, for me to impoſe a 
courſe of rigid auſterities up- 
on my diſciples, would be as 
incongruous and fatal, as for 
a man to put new wine into 
old ſkins *, by the fermen- 
tation of which the ſkins 
would be burſt and the liquor 
ſpilt—and as men, that they 
may incur no detriment, pru- 
dently put new wine into new 
{ſkins : fo the ſame diſcreet 
treatment is requiſite to pre- 
ſerve my diſciples inviolably 
ſteady and attached to me, 
$—23 IT happened about 
this time, that as Jeſus waswalk- 
ing through ſome corn fields, 
his diſciples plucked ſome of 
the ears as they paſſed along. 
24 The Phariſees, who were 


preſent, conceived violent in- 


dignation at their conduct, 
and ſaid to Jeſus Do you not 
obſerve the behaviour of your 
diſciples Why do you ſuffer 
them thus to violate the ſa- 
cred duties of the ſabbath ? 


ed my cauſe, would induce | 


1 


- 


25 To theſe remonſtrances 


Q — 010) Ev pova, Mp aprpnes 
Ane 4 als. Homer, II. T. 246, 247. 
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Jeſus anſwered — Have you 
torgot what David did on a 


his attendants 


ſimilar occaſion, when he and 
felt the keen 
ſenſations of hunger? | 


26 Do you not remem- 
ber, 
prieſt's time he went into the 


houſe of God, and refreſhed 


that in Abiathar the 


himſelf and his men with the 
ſacred bread, which it is high- 
ly impious for any, but prieſts, 
to taſte. 

27 The ſabbath, he told 
them, was defigned to ſub- 
ſerve the intereſts and happi- 
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neſs of man—and not man in. 


caſes of urgent neceſſity to be 


miſerable rather than violate 
it. 

28 He added moreover 
that the ſon of man was em- 
powered to ſuperſede that ſe- 
verity and rigour in the obſer- 
vation of the ſabbath, which 
theirſuperſtition had impoſed, 


CHAP. III. 


HERE was in that 


religious aſſembly, 
into which he entered, a man 
who had a withered ef 
2 This incident ſoon ex- 
cited all the attention of the 
Phariſees as it was the ſab- 
bath day — flattering them- 
iclves that if he ſhould cure 
this perſon, it would afford 


them ample foundation for 
Vor. 1 | | 
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their calumnies and aſperſi- 
ons. 5 | 

3 When Jeſus ſaw this un- 
happy ſpectacle, he bad him 
ſtand up in the midſt of the 
congregation. 

4 He turned then to the 
Phariſees and faid—W hether 
is it lawful on the ſabbath day 
to perform actions of bene- 
volence, or of malevolence— 
to ſave or to deſtroy life? 


They kept a ſullen ſilence. 


5 Jefus looking round a- 
bout, and filled with indig- 
nation and grief at the deter- 
mined malice and incorrigible 
obſt.nacy that lurked in Their 
hearts, ſaid to the man—Ex- 


| tend thy hand—he extended 


it—and it was inſtantly reſtor- 
ed to as perfect a ſtate as the 
other. | 

6 The Phariſees then quit- 
ted the place—and immedi- 
ately formed a confederacy 
with the Herodians to murder 
him. 

7 Jeſus, knowing their 
ſanguinary intentions, pri- 
vately withdrew with his diſ- 


ciples to the lake —whither 


there reſorted prodigious mul- 
titudes of people from all 
parts of Judea, particularly 
from Galilee, 
8 from Jeruſalem, from 
Idumea, and from the coun- 
tries that lay beyond Jordan. 
Valt crowds came even as far 
1* as 


by their impetuoſity. 
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as from the ſurrounds.of Tyre 
and Sidon, attracted by the 
fame of his miracles, which 
had penetrated into thoſe re- 
mote parts. 

9 Jeſus was ſo incommod- 
ed 55 the tumultuous conflu- 
ence of this innumerable mul- 
titude, that he was obliged 
to order his diſciples to get a 
boat ready. 

10 For thoſe who laboured 
under any maladies were ſo 
impatient to have them' re- 
moved, and preſſed with ſuch 
violence to touch him, that 
he was in danger of being o- 
verwhelmed and beat down 


11 Of theſe he cured vaſt 
numbers But thoſe who were 
afflicted with madneſs no ſoon- 
er ſaw him, but they cried 
out in wild diſtraction Thou 
art the ſon of God! _ 

12 But theſe public pro- 
feſſions Jeſus induſtriouſly 
ſuppreſſedand ſilenced, know. 
ing the pernicious conſe- 
quences that would immedi- 
ately ariſe from his approving 
and aſſuming ſuch a title. 

C13 ABovrT this time he 
aſcended an hill, and ſelected 
from among the crowd twelve 
perſons, whoſe diſpoſitions 
te was perfectly acquainted 
with — who, according as 
they were nominated, went 
up to him. 


14 Theſe he choſe to be 
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his inſeparable companions, 
and the conſtant witneſſes of 
his actions, and to publiſh the 
joyful news of the ſpeedy e- 
rection of the Meſſiah's 5 
dom. 

15 To theſe he deſigned 

to impart miraculous powers 
and to enable to cure tlie moſt 
ſtubborn and inveterate diſ- 
eaſes. 
16 Their names were Si- 
mon, whom he afterwards 
called Peter: 
1 James and john the 
ſons of Zebedee, whom he 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Boanerges, which ſignifies, 
the ſons of thunder: 

18 Andrew, Philip, Bar- 
tholomew, Matthew, Thomas, 
and another James, the ſon of 
Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon 
the Zealot, | 

19 and Judas Ii who 


afterwards i in ſo perfidious a 


manner betrayed him Theſe 
twelve ſoon after accompa- 
nied him to a certain family. 
29 But they were no ſooner 
entered, than they were ſur- 
tounded with ſuch a tumul- 
tuous concourſe of people, as 
rendered it impoſſible for them 
to get any refreſhment, 

21 His friends who were 
in the houſe hearing the con- 
fuſed clamour, and leeing the 
tumult and vehemence that 
was uſed on this occaſion to 


gain acceſs to him, could not 
forbear 
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forbear declaring that they 
thought the mob was ſeized 


with diſtraction and madneſs, 


and went out to reſtrain * and 
pacify them. 

$—22 Taz Scribes and 
Phariſees, who were come 
down from Jeruſalem, being 
witneſſes of the miraculous 
cures which -he wrought at 
this time, ſaid No wonder 
that he performs ſuch feats, 
for he is a confederate with 
Beelzebub, the ſupreme ſo- 
vereign of the demons. 


23 Jeſus immediately ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to them and 
expoſed the abſurdity of their 
reaſoning, in the following 
manner — [Is it reaſonable to 
think that Satan would com- 
bine with any perſon to leſſen 


his own power, and deſtroy 


his own intereſts ? | 

24 If any kingdom is torn 
by inteſtine factions and di- 
viſions, it cannot be of any 
long duration. 

25 Or i internal diſcord 
and animoſities are fomented 
in any family, it is impoſſible 
for that family to continue 
for any conſiderable time in 

a flouriſhing condition. 
206 By a parity of reaſon 
3 it follows, that to 
ſuppoſe me to be in a confe- 
deracy with Satan, is to ſup- 
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poſe that Satan would kindle 
an inſurrection in his own em- 
pire, and voluntarily contri- 
bute to its ruin and diſſolu- 
tion. 

27 You ought rather to con- 
ciude, that J am poſſeſſed of 
power greatly ſuperiour to that 
of this infernal prince ſince 
no one would dare forcibly to 
enter the houſe of a ſtron 
man and plunder it, ak 
he knew himſelf to be endu- 
ed with ſtrength that would 
enable him to bind and con- 
fine him, while he pillaged 
it. 

28 J ſolemnly aſſure you, 
the moſt atrocious crimes that 
men ſhall perpetrate, and the 
moſt opprobrious. calumnies 
that they ſhall utter, ſhall be 
forgiven them upon ſincere 
and unfeigned repentance : 

29 But he who ſhall wil- 
fully inſult and ſatyrize the 
miraculous operations of God, 
by atcribing them to the a- 
gency of demons, reſiſts the 
greateſt evidence that the wiſ- 
dom of God hath thought 
proper to exhibit.before men, 
and is conſequently preclud- 
edfrom the divine forgiveneſs, 
and will finally incur everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction. 

30 This he faid, becauſe 
they imputed his miracles 


* Cimon reſtrained and reduced the licentiouſneſs of the populace, 
$HPATH Ka8 CULSSRANS Toy Soy. Plutarch Cimon. p. 891. Steph, 
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to a confederacy with Beelze- 


bub. | 

$—21 ABouT this time 

his mother and his brothers 
came to the place where he 
was, but being prevented by 
the ſurrounding multitude 
from approaching him, deſir- 
ed that they would inform 
him of their arrival. 
32 Some of the people, there- 
fore, acquainted him that his 
mother and his brothers were 
ſtanding on the outſide of 
the crowd and wanted to ſpeak 
to him. 

33 When he heard this, 
he replied - Who is my mo- 
ther? Who are my brothers? 
34 Then looking upon the 
circle of his diſciples, who 
were ſitting around him, with 
pathetic tenderneſs, he ſaid 
See here is my mother ! 
See here are my brothers! 


35 For wholoever lincerely . 


and conſtantly obeys the will 
of God, is united to me in 
the ftrongeſt bonds of the 
moſt endearing affection. 


CHAP. IV. 


1 E removed again to 
8 H the ſide of he lake, 
where ſuch an immenſe mul- 
titude of people collected 
round him, that he found it 
neceſſary to go aboard a veſ- 
ſel, and from the deck to de- 


liver his diſcourſes to the crowd 
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as they ſtood on the riſing 
beach. 

2 Judging it proper to 
convey his public inſtructi- 
ons in the vehicle of fiction, 
he now addreſſed to them the 
following fable. 

3 An huſbandman went 
to ſow his grounds: 5 

4 And ſcattering the ſeed 
promiſcuouſly in every direc- 
tion, ſome chanced to light 
upon the hard beaten path, 
which the feathered tribes 
collecting in great flocks, and 
impelled by hunger, inſtant- 
ly picked up: 

5 Some fell upon rocks 
that were juſt covered with a 
thin ſlight ſurface of ſoil — 
which immediately ſhot up, 
as there was no depth of 
mould, into which it might 
be admitted: OO 

6 But no ſooner was the 
ſun riſen and begun to aſſail 
it with its ſcorching beams, 
but being deſtitute of roots, 
it dwindled and died: | 

7 Some fell among weeds 


which ſhooting their rank 


luxuriant tops over it, choak- 
ed and killed it: 
8 Others fell upon good 
foil — in whoſe genial boſom 
being foſtered and nouriſhed, 
it bleſſed the huſbandman 

with a rich and copious har- 
veſt. | | 
9 He concluded this apo- 
logue with ſaying Let every 
one, 


— 
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one, who is endowed with the 
powers of reaſon and under- 
ſtanding, employ them in the 
diligent ſtudy of truth and 
virtue. | 

$—10 Wren he had re- 
cited this fable, his diſciples, 
who ſtood round him, de- 
fired him in private to favour 
them with the explication of 
It, | 

11 Hereplied—Your vir- 
tuous and docile diſpoſitions 
entitle you to an unreſerved 
acquaintance with the pecu- 
liar truths and diſcoveries of 
the goſpel diſpenſation—but 
with regard to the mixed mul- 
titude, who are ſtanding on 
the ſhore, their prejudices 
make it neceſſary for me to 
throw over naked truth the 
veil of fiction. 

12 For the moral diſpoſi- 
tions of the preſent age are 
exactly 
Eſaiah in the following paſ- 
ſage They ſee the moſt 
ſignal proofs of divine power, 
yet are not convinced they 


hear reports of the moſt illuſ- 


trious miracles, but give them 
no credit and ſuffer not the 
moſt ſtriking evidence to af- 


fect them in ſuch a manner 


as to make them reform their 


vices and qualify them for 


the divine forgiveneſs.“ 


13 He then ſaid to them 
the inſatiable luſt of gold, and 
I raging habitual paſſion for 
| | 


If you are not able to find 


out the meaning of this eaſy 


thoſe deſcribed by 


6 MARK. 
and perſpicuous ſimilitude, 
how much leſs will you be 
able to underſtand others more 


obſcure and intricate? 
14 He then gave them the 


following explanation 
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By 
the ſower is denoted the fon of 
man——by the ſeed his doc- 


rine: 


15 By the hard beaten 
path are repreſented thoſe, on 


whom the truths and doc- 


trines of the goſpel are able 


to make no laſting impreſſi- 
ons, and who yield up their 


principles an eaſy prey to the 
firſt adverſary, who attacks 
them : 

16 By the rocks ſlightly 
covered with ſoil are intended 
thoſe, who are immediately 
ſtruck with the evidence of 
chriſtianity as ſoon as propoſ- 
ed to them, and embrace it 
with eager tranſport— 

17—but having no native 
goodneſs of heart, into which 
Its principles may ſtrike root, 
their convictions prove tem- 
porary and tranſjent—for no 
ſooner does any perſecution 
aſſail them for their religion, 
but they immediately re- 
nounce it with contempt: 

18 The ſeed that fell a- 
mong weeds indicates thoſe, 
who eſpouſe the doctrine of 
the goſpel, 

19 but worldly anxiety, 


F 2 ſenſual 
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principles of virtue, intercept | 


kill it before it hath wine to 
its maturity 7 
20 The good and gener⸗ 
ous ſoil correſponds to the 
genuine probity and native 
honeſty of thoſe who impar- | 
tially examine the evidences 
of the goſpel, have their minds | 
open to conviction, ſuffer its | 
truths to influence their con- | 
duct, and bring forth the | 
fruits of righteouſneſs accord- | 
ing to their reſpective abilities 
and different opportunities. 
21 He moreover ſaid to 
them The knowledge, 
which I impart to you in pri- 
vate, you are freely to com- 
municate to others for men 
do not light. a lamp with a 
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beams around. 
22 Let the ſacred truths, 
therefore, in which I inſtruct. 
you in private, be publickly 
divulged to the world, and 
let mankind profit from thoſe 
uſeful lefſons, which have 
been dictated to you in ſe- 

1 855 and ſolitude. 
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: 7 Seminis wot ſpargenda ſunt, 
1 rcupavit idoneum locum, vires 


Auctus diffunditur. Senecæ opera, 
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ſenſual gratifications, by their | 
baleful influence choak the | 


all nouriſhment from it, and 


deſign to ſhut it up in a veſ- 
ſel, but to ſet it in ſome con- 
ſpicuous place to ſhed its uſe- 
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23 And be careful to at- 
tend with diligence to the 
doctrines I deliver to you. 
24 For let me aſſure you, 
that your own ſtock of know- 
ledge and happineſs ſhall be 
augmented in eee to 
your generous defire and pro- 
penſity to ation in- 
ſtruction toothers. 
| 25 For he, who hath by aſ- 
ſiduous culture already gain- 
ed any meaſures of knowled ge, 
ſhall receive a greater and no- 
bler acceſſion to his preſent 
fund but he who ſuffers his 
mind to ruſt in ſloth and in- 
dolence, will in time forfeit 
thole very improvements that 
he may have already made. 

5—26 Hz afterwards de- 
livered the following parable 
to the aſſembled multitude 
— Tux goſpel diſpenſation 
may be compared to an hul- 
bandman, who ſows his 
ground. 
27 The ſeed committed to 
the ſoil, after a few ſucceſ- 
ſions of day and night, im- 
perceptibly vegetates—peeps 
above the ſurface — ſprings 
higher and higher *. 

28 For the earth's genial 
boiom ſpontaneouſly pro- 
_— frjs the verdant blade 


quod quamvis ft exiguum, cum OC- 


12 explcat et ex minimo in maximos 
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.—then the ear-—afterwards 
the ſwelling grain, gradually 
filling the ear. 

29 When the harveſt ap- 
proaches, and it is arrived at 
its maturity, it is reaped and 
collected into the barn. 

zo By what ſimilitude, 
ſaid he again, ſhall J repre- 
ſent the goſpel diſpenſation ? 
31 It may be fitly compar- 

ed to a ſingle grain of muſ- 
tard ſeed, which 1s one of the 
ſmalleſt ſeeds that any plant 
produceth 3 

32 but when committed 

to the ground, it becomes 
the talleſt of the vegetable 
tribe—for it ſhoots up a tall 
and ſtately ſtem —— throws 
out large luxuriant branches, 
cloathed with a foliage thick 
and ample enough -to afford 
ſhade and ſhelter to the fowls 
of REV. 4 -:. 
33 Many ſuch fables as 
theſe he recited to the multi- 
tude, from a tenderneſs to 
their prepoſſeſſions and weak- 
neſſes, which would not have 
permitted them, all at once, 
to receive plain and undiſ- 
guiſed truths. 

34 From a conſciouſneſs, 
therefore, of the tempers and 
diſpoſitions of his audience, 
he conſtantly conveyed his 
public inſtructions in the ve- 
hicle of fiction — but after- 
wards in private he gave the 
explication to his diſciples. 
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§—35 In the evening he 
ordered his diſciples to row 
to the other ſide of the lake. 
36 Havingdiſmiiſed, there- 
fore, the multitude, they fer- 
ried him in the boat, out of 


which he had lately been de- 


livering his diſcourſes, in 
company with ſome other 
boats. 

37 But in their paſſage it 
ſuddenly blew a dreadful 
ſtorm, which beat the billows 
into the boat, ſo that it was 
almoſt filled with water. 

38 In this imminent dan- 
ger he was at the ſtern, ſunk 
in profound ſleep His diſci- 


ples, alarmed for their ſafety, 


immediately waked him and 


laicd— Maſter! can you be fo 
unconcerned when we are this 
moment all going to be ſwal- 
lowed up in the deep! 

39 He roſe, and with an 
authoritative voice ſaid to the 
winds — be ſtill - and to the 
waves ceaſe your roaring— 


The words were no ſooner 


uttered, than not the leaſt 
whiſper of air was heard, and 
the ſurface of the lake became 
ſmooth as glaſs. | 
40 He then ſaid to his diſ- 
ciples — Why do you ſuffer 
yourſelves to be overcome 
with ſuch vain terrours—after 
ſo many proofs as I have given 
youot miraculous power, why 
do you ſtill diſtruſt it? 
41 All who were witneſſes 
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of ſo amazing a ſpectacle were 


ſtruck with awful reverence 
and horrour, and ſaid one to 


another — What aſtoniſhing 
power is herediſplayed! What 


divine perſonage is this, whoſe 
ſovereign mandate cones 


the ſtormy winds and tempeſ- 


tuous fea ! 
C . 


1 THEY croſſed the lake 


and landed in the 
country of the Gadarenes. 

2 But he had no ſooner 
quitted the veſſel, than he ſaw 
a demoniac ruſhing from the 
tombs, and furiouſly running 


to meet him. 
3 This miſerable object 


lived and ranged among the 


gloomy ſepulchres of the dead 
for in his fits of diſtraction 
his fury and ſtrength were ſo 
violent, that no art or force 
could bind hitn. 

4 For there had been fre- 


quent attempts made to con- 


fine him in ſtrong chains and 
fetters, but he always burſt 
his irons, and tore his bonds 


aſunder ſo that his fury and 


diſtraction baffled all human 
power to reſtrain and ſubdue 
IT. 

5 Day and night was he 
conſtantly wandering on the 
mountains, or roving among 
the monuments—roaring— 
foaming — and mangling his 


body with ſtones. 
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6 This man being at a 
diſtance from 
Jeſus, no ſooner deſcried him, 
but he run with the utmoſt 
precipitation to him, and pro- 


ſtrated himſelf at his feet. 


He then cried with a 
loud and horrible vociferation 
— O Jeſus, thou fon of the 
ſupreme God! — what buſi- 
neſs haſt thou with mel beg 
and conjure thee for God's 
ſake that thou wouldeſt not 
torment me. 

8 He entreated thus im- 
portunately, becauſe Jeſus 
commanded the dæmon to 
quit him. 

9 Jeſus aſked the man his 
name - My name, faid he, is 
Legion for a legion of dæ- 
mons is within me 

10 The wretch then began 
in a frantie ſtrain to expoſtu- 
late, and to implore in the 
moſt pathetic terms, that he 
would not eject his dzmons 


beyond the precincts of that 


country. 

11 It happened that there 
was a very large herd of ſwine 
feeding about the — 
ing mountains. 

12 The madman, uttering 
ſuch wild extravagant things, 
as perſons diſordered i in their 
intellects do, deſired that the 
dæmons, Which were in him, 
might enter into the ſwine. 
13 Jeſus accordingly ſuf- 


fered the ſwine to be ſeized 
| wath 
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with madneſs—and inſtantly 
the whole herd conſiſting of 
about two thouſand, ruſhed 
forward in wild confuſion— 
hurried violently down a ſteep 
precipice—and periſhed inthe 
Wa ves. 5 
14 The keepers, who were 

witneſſes of this ſcene, fled 
immediately with the greateſt 
precipitation, and alarmed the 
city and country with the a- 
mazing ſight they had ſeen, 
and with the dreadful loſs they 
had ſuſtained——Upon this, 
vaſt numbers flocked to the 
place to convince themſelves 
of the truth of this ſtrange 
relation. | 

15 This great concourſe 
of people, when they ſaw the 
madman, whoſe frantic fury 
had ſo frequently baffled all 
their art and ſtrength, ſitting 
calmly, and talking rational- 
ly, they were ſtruck with the 
laſt aſtoniſhment and terrour. 
16 For thoſe, who had 
been ſpectators of every thing 
that paſſed upon this occaſion, 
had recounted to them every 
minute particular concerning 
the dæmoniac and the loſs of 

the herd.  - | 
17 The people of that re 
Son forming terrible appre- 

enſions of the power of Je- 
ſus from what they ſaw and 
heard, unanimouſly implored 
him to remove out of their 
country. 
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18 Upon their requeſt he 
returned to the veſſel — in- 
to which the madman beg- 
ged he would admit him, and 
importunately deſired he 
might go along with him. 

19 But Jeſus diſmiſſed him 
and ſaid Go to thy relati- 
ons and countrymen, and free- 
ly report the miraculous mer- 
cy which God hath ſhowed 
thee. 

20 Accordingly he depart- 
ed and publiſhed in all the 
region of Decapolis what di- 
vine power Jeſus had exerted 
in his recovery—and all who 
knew his former condition 
now ſurveyed him with aſto- 
niſhment. 

$—21- REPASSING the lake 
upon his arrival on the oppo- 
ſite ſhore, a prodigious mul- 
titude ſoon collected round 
him. | 

22 Among others came a 
very eminent perſonage called 
Jairus, the principal ruler of 
the ſynagogue; who approach- 
ed Jeſus, and with the great- 
eſt humility and reverence 
proſtrated himſelf at his feet 
23 telling him in a flood of 
paternal grief and tenderneſs, 
that he had left his daughter 
in the agonies of death but 
was perſuaded, that if he would 
condeſcend only to lay his 
hands upon her, ſhe would 


be reſtored to lite. 


24 Jeſus | 
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24 Jeſus did not heſitate a 


moment, but went away im 


mediately with him — incir- 


cled and crowded by an im- | 


menſe multitude, who cager- 


ly preſſed to ſee him exert. 

his miraculous power. 
2235 But in his way to the 
ruler's houſe, a woman, who 


had for twelve years been 
greatly afflicted with a flux of 
blood, 
26 who had applied to ſe- 
veral phyſicians without any 
ſucceſs, and had ſpent all her 
fortune in making trial of va- 
rious remedies, which were ſo 
far from being of any benefit 
to her, that they only aggra- 
vated her diſorder, 
27 having heard of the 


fame of jeſus, which was 


celebrated every where, mix- 
ed with the crowd, and, 
coming ſoftly and impercep- 
tibly behind him, juft touch- 


ed the hem of his garment. 


28 For ſhe flattered herſelf, 
that if ſhe could but attain the 
happineſs of the ſlighteſt 
touch, ſhe ſhould receive a 
miraculous cure. | 

29 That moment the blood 
ceaſed to flow, and ſhe in- 
ſtantly felt, by the moſt 
grateful and happy ſenſations, 
that her diſeaſe was no more. 

30 But Jeſus immediately 
conſcious of the falutary pow- 
er that had thus been educed 
from him, turned ſuddenly 
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round, and aſked who the 


perſon was, that had juſt 


rouched him. 
31 The diſciples anſwered 

—How is it poſſible but this 

ſhould happen, when the 


| crowd is preſſing in ſo tumul- 
tuous a manner round you? 


22 Jeſus then looked a- 
bout to diſcover the perſon. 
33 The woman, knowing 
that ſhe was the object of his 
enquiries, came terrified and 


 trembling—and falling down 


at his feet related every cir- 


cumſtance. 


34 He ſaid to her Daugh- 
ter, your confidence in my 
power hath effected your cure 
0, and aſſure yourſelf that 
your diſorder will never re- 


turn. 


35 While he was ſpeaking 
theſe words, a meſſenger was 
diſpatched to the ruler to in- 
form him, that his daughter 


had breathed her laſt, and 
= the prophet need not now 
| 


trouble himſelf to come down 
to the houle. 
| 36 Jeſus hearing this meſ- 
ſage delivered, ſaid to the ru- 
ler—Let not this melancholy 
news throw you into immo- 
derate grief and deſpair—only 


repoſe a firm truſt. and con- 


fidence in my power. 

37 He then diſmiſſed the 
crowd, and ſuffered none to 
accompany him, but Peter, 
James and John. 

| 28 When 


Chap. vi. 


the ruler's houſe, he found a 
diſmal ſcene of grief and diſ- 
treſs—ſome weeping and o- 
thers ſinging, according to 
cuſtom, melancholy funeral 
odes. 

9 When he came into the 
room he ſaid to them Why 


do you indulge all theſe ex- 


ceſſes of ſorrow and mourn- 
ing? — the young lady is not 
dead — ſhe is only ſunk into 
a a profound fleep. _ 

40 For theſe words, che 
mourners could not forbear | 
expreſling by their looks, the 
contemptible opinion they had | 
of him as a prophet—But Je- 
ſus immediately ordered them |, 
all to quit the room, and tak- 
ing with him the young lady's 
parents, and his companions, 
he went into the apartment 
where the corpſe lay. 

41 Heapproachedit—took 
hold of her hand — and ſaid, 


Talitha kumi — which rac 


lated ſignifies, young lady 
riſe | 

42 The young lady who 
was about twelve years of 
age, that moment got up, 
and walked in health and vi- 
gour about the room, to the 
inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment of 
every ſpectator. 

43 Jeſus then, to convince 
them that ſhe was reſtored to 
perfect health, ordered them 
to bring her ſome victuals 
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rents not to divulge this mi- 
racle. 


| ESE VET 

* FROM hence Jeſus jour- 
neyed, — 5 by his 

diſciples, to Nazareth, the 

placè of his education. 


2 And on the ſabbath day 
he went into the place of re- 


ligious worſhip, and publick- 
ly inſtructed the people —At 
this conduct many of the au- 
dience expreſſed their amgze- 
ment, ſaying — How comes 
this man to arrogate to himſelf 

ſuch an authority! ? Whence 
| did he derive his ſuperiour 
' wiſdom? ? How was he firſt. 
| endowed with thoſe miracu- 
lous powers, which he now 
 exerciles? _ 

3 Is not this the ignoble 
perſon who lately was a car- 
penter here? We all know 
his mother Mary, and his 
brothers, James, Joſes, Jude 
and Simon—his ſiſters too are 
all ſettled among us The ob- 
ſcurity, therefore, of his birth, 
and the meanneſs of his family, 
filled them with diſdain and 
contempt of him. 

4 Jeſus upon their rejecti- 
on of his doctrines, obſerved, 
That a prophet 1s never ſo 
likely to meet with diſreſpect, 
as in the place of his nativity, 
among his relations and for- 
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5 The violence of the pre- 


judices and diſguſt they had 


conceived againſt him, - pre- 
cluded his general uſefulneſs 
among themi—he only cured 
a few ſick perſons, whoſe good 


dliſpoſitions rendered them 


the objects of his compaſſion. 
6 Jeſus, expreſſing his aſto- 
niſhment at the incredulity 
and perverſenels of his coun- 
trymen, left them, and preach- 
ed in the ſeveral neighbour- 
ing villages around. 
 $—7 AFTER this, he con- 


vened the twelve diſciples in 


a body before him, and ſo- 
lemnly endowed them with 


miraculous powers; intend- | 


ing toſend them out, two and 
two together, into the towns 
of Judea, to publiſh the ſpee- 
dy commencement of the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation. 
8 Before he diſmiſſed them, 
he inſtructed them to make 
no proviſion for their journey 
to take neither bread, nor 
money, but only a ſtaff to 
{upport their ſteps : 

and to furniſh them- 
ſelves folely with common 


neceſlaries—with cloaths and 


ſandals—diſcarding all ſolici- 


tous concerns with regard to 


tuturity. 
10 He added, in whatever 
family you reſide, ſhow your- 
{elves contented with the ac- 
commodations you meet with, 
and remove-not to any other, 
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all the time you ſtay in the 
place. | 

it And whatever towng 
refuſe to give you and your 
doctrines a favourable recep- 
tion, when you depart, raiſe 
up the duſt under your feet 
upon them, for a public 
teſtimony of their impeni- 
tence and guiltAſſure your- 
ſelves that the puniſhment 
which ſhall be inflicted in the 


ſolemn day of future retribu- 


tion upon Sodom and Gomorra, 


will be leſs dreadful and ſe- 
vere than that in which ſuch 
an incorrigible town ſhall then 
be involved. 


12 Having received this 
commiſſion they departed, 
and publicly proclaimed eve- 
ry where the indiſpenſable 
neceſſity of repentance and 
reformation of life. 

13 The moſt ſtubborn and 
inveterate diſeaſes they expel- 
led, anointed the indiſpoſed 
with oil, and miraculouſly 
healed them. 

$—174 Tux fame of thoſe 
ſtupendous miracles, which 
Jeſus performed, being uni- 
verſally celebrated, reached 
the throne of Herod, and 


threw this monarch into the 


moſt violent perturbation 
When they recounted to him 
the ſeveral aſtoniſhing parti- 
culars, he ſaid— This perſon 
can be no other than John 
the Baptiſt, whom divine pro- 

| vidence 
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Vvidence hath reſtored to life, 


and endowed with theſe a- 
mazing powers. 


15 For tho at that time 


there was a great variety of 
opinions concerning the per- 
{on of Jeſus—ſome aſſerting 


that he was Elias—ſome a di- 
vine meſſenger, who never 


exiſted before and others 
one of the antient prophets, 
whom God had now raiſed 
from the dead: 

16 yet amidſt this diverſity 
of ſentiments, Herod main- 
tained that he could be no 
other than the Baptiſt, whom 
he had beheaded. 

17 For Herod had ſome 


time before apprehended John 


and confined him in priſon, 
at the inſtigation of Herodias 
his brother Philip's lady, by 
whoſe charms he had been 
captivated, and whom he 
publickly married. 

18 For John had ſtrongly re- 
monſtrated againſt this match, 
and had the undaunted free- 
dom and hardineſs to tell the 
king—— That for him to e- 


| ſpouſe his brother's wife would 
be a conduct to the laſt de- 


gree unjuſtifiable and crimi- 
nal. 

19 For theſe honeſt remon- 
ſtrances Herodias was impla- 
cably exaſperated againſt him 
and thirſted for his blood 


but was not able to glut her 


revenge: 
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20 for Herod had a great 
veneration for John's charac- 
ter, knowing him to be a man 
of moſt exemplary virtue and 
ſanctity of manners — whoſe 
counſels he regarded, whoſe 


diſcourſes he always heard 


with pleaſure; and by whoſe 
advice he had done many uſe- 


ful and beneficent actions. 


21 It happened, while John 


was under confinement, that 


Herod celebrated his birth 
day with great pomp and 
magnificence, and invited to 


a grand entertainment the no- 


bles of his court, the officers 
of his armies, and all perſons 
of diſtinction in Galilee. 

22 In the midſt of this ge- 
neral feſtivity and joy, che 
daughter of Herodias was in- 
troduced, and danced with 
ſuch bewitching elegance and 
grace, as gave univerſal ſatis- 
faction and pleaſure to the 
company But Herod was 
ſo tranſported that he publicly 
ſaid to her, Aſk of me what- 
ever favour you pleaſe, and 
I will inſtantly grant it. 

22 He even ratified his aſ- 
ſertion by a ſolemn oath, a- 
gain repeating—lt you foli- 
cit for half of my dominions, 
you ſhall not be repulſed. _ 

24 The young lady imme- 
diately ran to Be mother, 
and conſulted her what boon 
ſhe ſhould e for the 

head 
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head of the Baptiſt, replied 


her mother, in raptures. 

25 Accordingly ſhe went 

back directly to Herod and 

laid-— The tavour I implore 
from your Majeſty is this— | 
give me on a diſn the head of 
the Baptiſt. 

26 A quali fo vnerpeck. 
ed filled the monarch with 
cutting remorſe and com- 

unction for his raſhneſs —| 
the rather than violate his 
oath and the reſpect due to 
the company, he choſe to 
gratify her. | 

27 Calling, therefore, one 
of his life-guards he ordered 
him immediately to bring in- 
to the room the Baptiſt's head. 

28 He went executed his 
commands brought his head 
on a large diſh, ſwimming in 
blood gave it to the young 
lady, who carried it as a moſt 
acceptable preſent to her mo- 
ther. 


29 When John's diſciples 
heard of their maſter's fate, 
they went to the priſon, and 


it with the due rites of ſepul- 
ture. 

230 Tur diſciples were 
now returned from the feveral 
excurſions they had made to 
preach the goſpel, and col- 
Jecting to Jeſus informed him 
4 the miracles they had 

ht, and the inſtructions 
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31 He ſaid to them Let 
us privately withdraw into 
ſore unfrequented ſolitude, 
where you may reſt ſome time 
after the fatigues you have 
ſuſtained — For in the place, 
where they now were, they 


| were ſurrounded and ſo great- 


ly incommoded by an im- 
menſe multitude, that they 
had not an opportunity even 
to take refreſhment. 

32 They took boat, there- 
fore, deſigning ſecretly to re- 
tire into a ſolitary place. 

33 But they did not ſteal 
away unperceived by the mul- 
titude for they remarked the 
ſequeſtred receſs, into which 
he intended to withdraw, and 
ran thither by land from all 
the towns and villages around, 
and collected together! in that 
place. 

34 When Jeſus landed and 
ſurveyed ſuch a vaſt concourſe 
of people eagerly waiting for 
him, he was affected with the | 
tendereſt pity and commiſera- 
tion for their unhappy condi- 
tion—being ſuffered for want 
of uſeful inſtruction to wan- 


| der in ignorance and errour, 


like ſheep upon the moun- 
tains — he, therefore, began 
to inſtruct them in many mo- 
mentous and important truths. 
35 When he had continued 

his inſtructions 'till the day 
was far declined, the diſciples 
came to him and reminded 
him, 
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reach the neighbouring vil- 


refreſhment. 


date them with proviſions? 


themſelves in long uniform 


conſiſting ſome of an hun- 
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him, that the place, where 
they were, was an uninhabit- 
ed deſart, and the evening 
conſiderably advanced. 

36 They deſired him, there- 
fore, to diſmiſs the multitude, 
that they might have time to 


lages and procure themſelves 


37 Jeſus replied - Do you 
provide refreſhment for them 
here— They faid — Would 
you have us expend two hun- 
dred denaru, and accommo- 


38 He aſked them was 
proviſions. they already had 
amongſt them — They went 
and examined and told him, 
that their whole preſent ſtock 


conſiſted. only of five loaves 


and two little fiſhes. | 
39 He then ordered his 
diſciples to deſire the multi- 


tude to digeſt themſelves into 


regular companies, and to ſit 
down on the verdant turf. 
40 Accordingly they placed 


rows and in ſeveral companies, 


dred, ſome of fifty perſons. 
41 He then took the five 
loaves and the two fiſhes, look - 
ed up to heaven, and in a ſo- 
lemn manner bleſſed God 
after this, breaking the bread, 
he gave it to his diſciples and 
bid them diſtribute it among 
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the multitude — in the ſame 


them, 
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manner he diſpenſed the two 
liſhes. 
42 Theſe he miraculouſly 


multiplied, fo that the whole 


vaſt multitude all partook of 
a plentitul entertainment: 

43 fo plentiful, that after 
they were all fatisfied, they 


collected fragments of the 


loaves and fiſhes that filled 
twelve baſkets, | 
44 The number of thoſe, 
who were thus miraculouſ] 
entertained, conſiſted of about 


five thouſand perſons. 


$—45 IMMEDIATELY after 
this, Jeſus ordered his diſci- 
ples to take boat and croſs 
over the lake to Bethſaida, 
while he diſmiſſed the multi- 
tude. . 

46 When he had-diſperſed! 
them, he retired to the ſum- 
mit of a mountain to offer 
his devotions to God. 

47 While he was here em- 
ployed in theſe pious offices, 


| the night advanced, and the 


veſſel was conflicting in the 
midſt of the lake, with con- 
trary winds. 
48 Jeſus, from the ſhore per- 
ceived the boat toſſed with the 
waves, and the great difficulty 
they had in ſtruggling with 
the tempeſt and towards 
morning advanced towards 
them, walking on the ſurface 
of the: hillows, and ſeemed: 
as if he- intended to paſs by. 


49 They 
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49 They ſeeing an human 
form gliding with ſuſpended 
ſteps over the ſurface of the 
deep, believed it was an ap- 
parition, and were chilled 
with horrour. | 
50 For all who were in the 
boat ſaw him and were ſtruck 
with extreme terrour— Jeſus 
then called to them, 
them his name, and bid them 
diſpel their fears. 

51 He then went to them 
on board—but the moment 
he was in the veſſel, the lake 
became ſmooth, and the loud 
ſtorm was huſhed—a ſpecta- 
cle, that filled them with ex- 
ceſſive aſtoniſhment and ad- 

miration. 8 


52 For tho they had fo 


lately ſeen the miraculous 
multiplication of the loaves, 
their groſs underſtandings 


had not yet taught them to 


form worthy and adequate 
conceptions of his divine pow- 
er 1. 
53 When they had croſſed 
the lake, they landed in the 
country of Geneſaret. 

. 54 But no ſooner were they 
diſembarked, but the inhabi- 
tants of that region immedi- 
ately knew him. | 
56 And numbers flocked 
to him from all the adjacent 
country, carrying the ſick in 
| litters to the ſeveral places 
which they heard he viſited, 

56 And wherever he tra- 
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told 


velled, whether into cities, 


towns or country villages, 
they depoſited the ſick in the 
ſtreets through which he paſ- 
ſed——imploring the favour 
only to touch his cloaths— 
and all that touched him in- 
ſtahtaneouſly received a per- 
fect cure. | 


CHAP: VIE: 


1 QO ME Phariſees. and 
Scribes who came from 
Jeruſalem compoſed part of 
the crowd that now ſurround- 
ed him. 1 
2 Who happening to ſee 
ſome of his diſciples ſit down 
to meat, without that cere- 
monious waſhing of hands 
which they univerſally enjoin- 
ed, exclaimed againſt their 
pollution and 8 
3 For the Phariſees and 
the whole body of the Jews, 
from a conſcientious adhe- 
rence to the traditions of their 
anceſtors, never eat a meal 


without firſt waſhing their 


hands with the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous nicety. _ . 
4 When they came like- 
wiſe from the market or from 
any concourſe of people they 
never eat before they have 
waſhed their 8 5 
by this ablution they wipe o 
any pollution they may have 
contracted — There are alſo 


many other ceremonies Rm 
| IKC 
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like nature which they ſtrictly 
obſerve, as the formal waſh- 


ing of their cups, their pots, 
their kettles, and their couches. 


5 The Phariſees and Scribes, | 
expreſs declarations of the 


therefore, chagrined at ſo pro- 
fane a ſpectacle, ſaid to him 


— Why do you ſuffer your 


diſciples to eat in ſuch pol- 
lution, and to caſt ſuch con- 
tempt upon thoſe ſacred ob- 
fervances that have been tranſ- 
mitted to us from our pious 
anceſtors? 

6 He replied—Ye hypo- 
crites ! Eſaiah hath given a 
molt accurate deſcription of 
your real characters in the 
following paſſage— Theſe 
diſſembling  wretches ap- 
proach me with a fair exter- 
nal ſnow of religious ſolemni- 


ty and devotion, while their 


hearts are replete with the 
moſt enormous and atrocious 
wickedneſs— 

7 All their zealous and 
extravagant fervours for my 
{ſervice and worſhip are no- 
thing but mere diſſimulation 
and vain pretence while 
they are conſtantly inculcat- 
ing the neceſſity of a puncti- 
lious compliance with all the 
ceremonious preſcriptions of 
weak and ſuperſtitious perſons, 
and teaching men to diſparage 
the moral duties of the law.” 

8 For you pay a fcrupu- 
lous attention to the ridicu- 


lous tenets and injunctions of 


Nor; þ 
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your anceſtors, in waſhing 


cups, pots, kettles, and in 
little ceremonious obſervan- 


ces of the like trifling nature 


but wholly diſregard the 


great God. 

Lou have even ſuffered, 
he told them, theſe abſurd 
and uſeleſs traditions to can- 
cel and ſuperſede the moſt 
plain and ſolemn commands 
of the Almighty. 

10 For example, Moſes 
enjoins every perſon to ho- 
nour his father and his mo- 
ther- and orders every one, 


who violates this fundamen- 


tal and important law, to be 


condemned to death. 


11 But in direct oppoſiti- 
on to this expreſs command, 
you ſay That if any man 
bequeath his fortune to the 
ſervice of the temple, 

12 from that moment he 
ceaſes to be under any obli- 
gation at all to relieve the 
moſt preſſing wants of his 
aged and neceſſitous parents. 

13 It is by theſe wicked 
inventions and other ſuperſti- 
tious preſcriptions of a ſimilar 
nature, that you abſolutely 
annul the primary and {olemn 
injunctions of God. 

14 Jeſus then publickly ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the popu- 
lace, and ſaid— I deſire your 
diligent attention to what LI 


am going to remark. 
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15 It is not any thing ex- 


ternal that can communicate 
any pollution to a man—pol- 
lution ſolely ariſes from in- 
ternal cauſes. | 


16 He who is defini of | 


inſtruction, let him carefully 
attend to this obſervation. 
17 When he was retired 
from the multitude into an 
houſe, the diſciples. came to 
him, and deſired he would 
explain to them thoſe figu- 
rative expreſſions he had juſt 
uſed. Tu. 
- 18 He anſwered—Do not 
you comprehend the mean- 
ing of ſo eaſy and familiar a 
metaphor? — can any thing 
be more evident than that the 
food which a perſon receives 
does not conſtitute moral pol- 
lution in the fight of God? 
19 The food we eat is taken 
into the ſtomach for the nou- 


riſhment and ſupport of ani- | 


mal nature, and hath not the 
leaſt effect on the moral tem- 
pet and diſpoſition of the 
iat. | 

20 Impurity can only be 


cauſed by the internal frame | 
| faid, the reaſonableneſs of 


and habit of the mind. | 

21 For from the heart, 
which is the ſource and ſeat 
of action, originally proceed 
wicked deſigns, adultery, 
whoredom, murder, 

22 theft, avarice, oppreſ- 
ſion, fraud, luſt, envy, ca- 
lumny, pride, obſtinacy. | 


23 All theſe hateful vices 
are firſt formed in the heart, 
and being derived from it, 
ſolely conſtitute moral conta- 


| mination and uncleanneſs. 


$—24 LEavins that coun- 
try he removed to the con- 
fines of Tyre and Sidon, where 
he privately retired into an 
houſe, being deſirous to con- 
ceal himſelf ſome time from 
the importunity of a tumul- 
tuous crowd - but in vain. 
' 25 For a woman of that 
country, who had heard his 
fame celebrated, having a 
daughter who was inſane, ap- 
proached him, and fell at his 
„ gn | 
26 This woman, who was 
a Syrophenician by birth, 
ſupplicated him, in the moſt 
affecting and importunate 
manner, to deliver her child 
from ſuch a dreadful malady. 
27 Jeſus ſaid to her The 
children ought firſt of all to 
be ſatisfied for it is not pro- 
per to take that food, which 
was deſigned for the children, 
and throw it to dogs. 
28 J acknowledge, Sir, ſhe 


what you alledge——but yet 
the dogs are allowed to pick 
up the crumbs that fall from 
the children's plenteous ta- 
ble. Geert ot 

209 Jeſus, ſtruck with pleaſ- 


ing admiration at this anſwer, 


ſaid to her—Go, and be aſſur- 
| ed 
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ed that your daughter's diſ- 


order is expelled. 
30 She haſtened home, and | 


found her daughter reclining 


on the couch, perfectly re- 
| ſtored to the uſe of her un- 
derſtanding and reaſon. 
$—31 QuiTTING the vi- 
cinity If Tyre and Sidon, he 
returned in his way to the 
lake of Galilee, through the 
region of Decapolis. 
32 Where they brought | 
to him a man, who was both 
deaf and had an impediment 
in his ſpeech, entreating him 


that he would deign to lay 


his hand upon him. 

33 Taking the man, there 
fore, a little way out of the 
crowd into a private place, 
he put his fingers into his 
ears, and touched his tongue 
with his ſpittle: 

34 Then lifting his eyes to 
heaven, and having uttered a 
pious ejaculation, he ſaid to 
the man—Receive the facul- 
ties of hearing and ſpeech. 

35 The moment he pro- 
nounced theſe words, his 
hearing was perfectly reſtor- 
ed, and he ſpoke plainly and 
diſtinctly. 


36 He then peremptorily | 


charged the man's friends 
who were ſpectators of this 
miracle, not to report it—but 
notwithſtanding this ſtrict in- 


junction they * it e- 
|' 5 He aſked them, how 


very where, 
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37 being ſtruck with inex- 
preſſible admiration at the 
wonderful power he exerted, 
and at the beneficence of all 
his miracles, crying ou. 
What an heavenly benefactor 
is this! With what divine be- 
nevolence does he conſult the 
eaſe and happineſs of the 
wretched, by healing their in- 
firmities, and removing their 


diſtempers 


HAF. VIE 
BO UT this time an 
immenſe | multitude 

of people being gathered a- 
bout him, and entirely deſti- 
tute of proviſions, Jeſus cal- 
led his diſciples together in a 
body and ſaid to them, 

2 I feel myſelf greatly af- 
fected with the unhappy con- 
dition of this vaſt aſſembly, 
who have attended me three 
days in a place where it is im- 
poſſible for them to procure 
any accommodations. 

3 And if I ſhould order 
them to diſperſe, numbers 
will undoubtedly faint on the 
road, who are at a conſider- 
able diſtance from their homes. 

4 His diſciples replied 
How is it poſſible for us to 
provide victuals for ſuch a pro- 
digious concourſe of people, 
in 10 9 and diſmal a ſo- 
litude? 


K 2 many 
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many loaves they Mr LT | 
told him, ſeven. | 

6 He then, ordering all 
the crowd to recline on the 
graſs, took the loaves—bleſ- 
ſed God broke gave them 
o his diſciples—and ordered 
them to diſpenſe them among 
the multitude, 

They had likewiſe a few 
{mall fiſhes — which with pi- 
ous acknowledgement he alſo 
broke, and ordered to be diſ- 
tributed in the ſame manner. 

S8 8 By his miraculous mul- 
tiplication of theſe, the whole 
multitude partook of a plen- 
tiful repaſt—lo plentiful, that 
the fragments, which were 


afterwards collected, filled ſe- 
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12 Conſcious of their de- 
termined reſolution to reject 
the greateſt evidence he could 
exhibit before them, he fetch- 
ed a profound ſigh, and ſaid 
— Why doth the preſent ge- 
neration, after the many mi- 
racles that have been wrought, 
demand from me a prodigy in 
the air — Their unreaſonable 
and perverſe humours ſhall 
not be indulged with any. 
{ſuch phenomenon. 

13 With this anſwer he left 
them—and croſſed over the 
lake again. 

14 In their paſſage, the 
diſciples recollected that they 
had forgot to furniſh theni- 
ſelves with proviſions—hav- 


ven baſkets. _ ing none with them in the 


9 The number of thoſe, 
who were thus entertained, 
amounted to about four thou- 
ſand—A trer they were all ſa- 
tisfed, he diſmiſſed them. 

$—10. Wurx the multi- 
tude was diſperſed, he and 
bis diſciples croſſed over the 
lake of Galilee, and landed 
on the coaſt of Dalmanutha. 

11 After his arrival here, 
ſome Phariſees who were come 
down from Jeruſalem, in a 


debate with him challenged | 


him to give them ſome ſignal 
proof 27 his miraculous power, 
and to convince them of the 
authority and truth of his 
pretenſions by ſome grand 
en . in the Wy 


boat, except one loaf, 
15 It happened, during 


their perplexity, that Jeſus 


admoniſhed them cautiouſly 


¶ to avoid the corrupt leaven of 


the Phariſees and of Herod. 
16 They no ſooner heard 

him mention leaven but they 

ſaid one to another — This un- 


queſtionably is deſigned to 


reprove us for our negligence 
in forgetting to carry bread 
with us. 

17 Jeſus, conſcious of . | 
ſentiments, ſaid to them 
Why do you diſtreſs your- 
ſelves with theſe anxious 


thoughts, becauſe you have 


omitted to bring bread along 
with * you ſtill ſo in- 
conſi- 


Chap. vüi. 


conſiderate? — is your heart 


Mill unſuſceptible of impreſ- 


ſions ? 
18 Endowed wick the 


powers of judgment and un- 
derſtanding, are you ſo averſe 
to employ "them in attentive- 


ly conſidering the miracles, 


with which you are every day 
converſant ? 

19 Did not you lately col- 
let twelve baſkets of frag- 
ments from an entertainment, 


that I lately furniſhed for | 


five thouſand, with only hve 
loaves ! ? 

20 Did not you fill, at an- 
other time, ſeven baſkets with 
fragments, when I diſtribut- 


ed "only ſeven loaves among | 


four thouſand ? 
21 Having, therefore, ſuch 
repeated demonſtrations of the 
power I poſſeſs, why are you 
ſo abſolutely inattentive to it? 
$—22 Upon his landing 
at Bethſaida, they brought to 
him a blind man, deſiring him 
only to touch him. 
223 He then taking the 
blind man by the hand, and 
conducting him out of the 


village into a private place, | 


touched his eyes with ſpittle, 
and aſked him, if he could 
diſcern any thing. 

24 I can juſt diſcern men, 
he ſaid, but very imperfectly 
_ they appear to me like 
walking trees. 

25 He then put his hands 
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| upon his eyes, and afterwards 
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aſked him to view the objects 
that ſurrounded him and 
immediately his ſight was per- 
fectly reſtored; ſo that he ſaw 
cvery thing in the moſt diſ- 
tinct manner. 

26 He then ordered the 
man to ſteal privately home, 
without going through the 
village, or divulging the cure 
he had received, to any per- 
ſon. 

C—27 Arte this, Jeſus 
travelled with his diſciples to 


the towns of Cæſarea Philippi 


— and on the road he aſked 
them, what the vulgar re- 
ports were concerning him. 
28 They replied — ſome 
perions aſſert that you are 
John the Baptiſt — others as 


ſtrenuouſſy contend that you 


are Elias, or {ome one of the 
antient prophets reſtored to 
life. | 
29 He then aſked them— 


| Whom they imagined him to 


be? — Peter anſwered We 
believe you to be the true 
Meſſiah. 

30 Immediately upon his 
making this declaration, he 
peremptorily charged them 
not to publiſh it to the world. 

31 From that time he be- 
gan to acquaint his diſciples. 
with the ſeries of miſeries he 
muſt go through — that he 
mult be treated with every 
indignity, and be publickly 

K 3 con- 


134 The Hiſtory 


condemned and murdered by | 
the magiſtrates, the high 
rieſts, and the Scribes — 
25 that on the third day he 
would riſe from the grave. 
32 That this would cer- 
tainly be his fate he now told 
all his diſciples in the moſt 
plain and expreſs terms 
Alarmed at ſuch a gloomy 
and unexpected declaration, 
Peter took him aſide and 
began to expoſtulate with 
him. 

33 But Jeſus turned from 
him, and before the other 
diſciples ſeverely reprehended 
Peter, ſaying — You are not 
conſcious, that by diverting 
me from my ſufferings, you 
would be an enemy to me 
and to mankind your 
mind is inflated with ambi- 
tious views, and comprehend- 
eth not the deſigns of God. 

34 He then called to the 
multitude to join the circle 
of his diſciples, and ſaid 
He who is deſirous to become 
my genuine diſciple and fol- 
lower, muſt for ever abandon | 


all views of worldly ambition | 


and ſenſual pleaſure, and | 
chearfully ſubmit to that 
courſe of afflictions and ſuf- 
ferings which I have ſup- 
rted. 


35 F or whoſoever will ſave | 


i. e. by his reſurrection and aſcenſion, and the communication of 


ſpiritual gi ts an the ac: of pentecoſt. 


of JEsUus Chap. ix. 


his life, at the expence of his 
religion and virtue, ſhall be 


{ eternally deprived of it—but 


whoſoever ſhall chearfully 
{ubmit to the loſs of life, ra- 
ther than ſacrifice the princi- 
ples of my religion and the 
rights of conſcience, ſhall be 
reinſtated in the poſſeſſion of 
it, with infinite advantage. 

36 Forof what avail would 
it be to a man, if he could ac- 
quire the poſſeſſion of the 


whole univerſe, if at laſt he 


forfeits eternal life! 

37 What 1s it poſſible for 
a man to ſubſtitute, as an e- 
quivalent for the loſs of eter- 
nal life! 

38 Whoſoever, therefore, 
in this debauched and profli- 
gate age, appears aſhamed of 
my cauſe, and rejects it with 
contempt—may aſſure him- 
ſelf, that he will alſo be re- 
pulſed by the ſon of man, 
when he comes attended with 
myriads of angels, and inveſt- 
ed with the authority and 
ſplendors of ſupreme majeſty. 


CAP. ix. 1 Andbe FO 
ed, that there are ſome per- 
fone: now before me, who fhall 
live to ſee the kingdom of God, 
erected in the moſt powerful 
and magnificent manner“. 

&—2 ABOUT a week after 


this, 


this, Jeſus privately conduct- 
ed Peter, James and John, to 
the ſummit of a very high 


mountain where they ſud- 
denly ſaw his perſon meta- 


morphoſed in a ſurpriſing 


manner. 


3 3 For inſtantly his cloaths 


gliſtened with a brilliancy 
and luſtre infinitely ſuperi- 
our to what the higheſt ex- 
ertions of human art and {kill 
can produce. 

4 After this appeared Mo- 
ſes and Elias, and entered 
into a conference with him. 
5 Peter, tranſported with 
this amazing ſcene, ſaid to 
Jeſus — How delectable a 
reſidence might we fix here 
— Permit us to erect three 
tents, one for yourſelf, an- 
other for Moſes, and a third 
for Elias 3 5 
6 He knew not what to ſay 
— ſuch a tumult of aſtoniſh- 
ment and fear ſtruggled in 
their breaſts. 
7 At laſt they ſaw a bright 
lucid cloud deſcend and fix di- 
rectly over their heads—from 
which they heard the follow- 
ing ſentence ſolemnly articu- 
lated — This is my ſon, the 
object of my fondeſt affec- 


tions! Obey his admoni- 


tions! | 


8 After this the whole 
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ſcene ſuddenly. vaniſhed, and 
they ſaw Jeſus ſtanding alone. 
9 As they were deſcending 
the hill Jeſus ſolemnly charg- 
ed them, not upon any ac- 
count to publiſh: to the world 
what they had ſeen, till af- 
ter his reſurrection from the 
grave. | . 
10 Theſe laſt words great- 
ly puzzled them, and they 
debated among themſelves, 
what he could mean by the 
reſurrection from the grave. 
11 The diſciples then aſk- 


| ed him, why the Jewiſh clergy 


aſſerted that Elias muſt make 
his public appearance, as the 
immediate predeceſſor of the 
Meſſiah. 5 8 | | 

12 He replied—Elias was 
originally. deſigned to be the 
harbinger of the Meſſiah, to 
prepare mens minds for the 
reception of him — and the 
Meſſiah is, according to the 
prophecies, to ſuffer the great · 
eſt indignities, to be abuſed 
and vilified. 5 | 

12 He told them — the 
predictions of the ſcripture 
concerning Elias were already 
verified—Elias had made his 
appearance, and 'they had 
treated him with the moſt 
wanton inſolence and con- 
tempt. e 

$—14 Wu he was come 


n The word c1aCov is very expreſſive, denoting any thing that is re- 


markably brilliant and 
Plut. Emil. p. 496. 
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to the reſt of his diſciples, he 


found them in the circle of 
a large multitude, and the 
Scribes engaged in a confe- 
rence with them, 

15 As ſoon as the crowd 
ſaw him advance towards 
them, they were aſtoniſhed 
at the ſuperiour luſtre that 
ſtill adhered to his perſon, 
and ran with cager impati— 
ence to ſalute and embrace 
him. 

16 He then aſked the 
Scribes what ſubject they 
were ſo warmly agitating ? 

17 The reaſon of their de- 
bate, replied one of the mul- 


titude, is this—I brought to 


you my fon who 1s dumb, 


and otherwiſe dreadfully af- | 


flicted. 


18 For he is ſubject to ter- 


rible fits which ſeize and con- 
vulſe him — in which he hes 
for a conliderable time foam- 
ing at the mouth, grinding 
his teeth, and covered with 
paleneſs, in a frightful man- 
ner — This horrible diſeaſe I 


move, but they could not. 
19 Upon hearing this ac- 

count, Jeſus with great emo- 

tion ſaid, O incredulous and 


perverſe age how long ſhall 


| be a witneſs of your deter- 
mined infidelity! How long 
{ball I bear your incorrigible 
le then ordered 


The Hiſtory of JES us 


entreated your diſciples to re- | 


Chap: ix. 


the parent to bring his ſon to 
him: | 
20 He was no ſooner brou ght 
before Jeſus, but he was im- 
mediately ſeized with ſtrong 
convulſions, and dropped 
down, wallowing, and foam- 
ing at the mouth. 

21 Jeſus aſked the father, 
how long his ſon had been 
afflicted in this ſnocking man- 
ner —he ſaid, from a child. 

22 And by theſe fits, he 
added, he is often thrown in- 
to the fire, and often into the 
water, whereby his life hath 
been greatly endangered — 
but ſince you are able to ex- 
pel this diſorder, have com- 
paſſion upon this unhappy 
creature. 

23 Jeſus . ſuch 
a firm confidence as thou re- 
poſeſt in me the very greateſt 


difficulties will yield. 


24 The parent then cried 
out in a flood of tears Par- 
don my weakneſs and imper- 
fection — I believe you are 
able to effect this cure. 

25 Jeſus ſeeing the multi- 
tude crowd together in a tu- 
multuous manner, command- 
ed, in an authoritative man- 


ner, the diſtemper to depart 


and quit him for ever. 
26 He had no ſooner pro- 
nounced the words tho' he 


was then ſo convulſed and lay 


ſo lenicials, that ſeveral wha 
were 


dead— | 
297 but every ſymptom va- 
niſhed—and Jeſus taking him 
by the hand raiſed him from 
the ground in perfect health. 
28 Jeſus, after this, going 
into an houſe, the diſciples 
aſked him the reaſon, why 
they could not miraculouſly 
cure this diflemper.- 

29 He anſwered Such an 
eminent degree of faith as is 
requiſite to expel ſuch an un- 
commonly horrible diſorder 
as the preſent, cannot be at- 
tained but by a long courſe 
of devout meditation and re- 
ligious abſtinence. 

$—30 LEavins that place, 
they travelled through Gah- 
lee in a clandeſtine manner 
he being unwilling that any 
ſhould know him. 


31 Here he told them ex- 


preſsly, that the fon of man 
would ſoon be delivered into 
the power of thoſe who thirſt- 
ed for his blood, that he 
ſhould be publickly executed 
— but on the third day he 


would riſe from the grave. 


32 But their prejudices | 


prevented them from fully 
comprehending what he laid; 
at the ſame time that they 
were afraid to aſk him to be 
more particular. | 

33 Arriving at Capernaum, 
and entering into an houſe, 


he aſked them, what ſubject 
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were preſent, ſaid he was 


*I/ 
it was that intereſted: them in 
ſuch a warm debate on the 
road ? ett 

34 This queſtion ſtruck 
them dumb—for on the road 
they had engaged in a ſan- 
guine diſpute, which of them 


ſhould have the higheſt poſt 


in the kingdom their maſter 
was going to eſtabliſh, 

35 He then ſat down, and 
calling the body of the twelve 
diſciples around him, he ſaid 
to them — The perſon, who 
ſhall ſecure the higheſt ho- 
nours in my kingdom, ſhall 
be he, whole character 1s moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for humility and 
condeſcenſion. 

36 He then placed a little 
child in the midſt of them, 
and fondly claſping it in his 
arms, ſaid to them 

37 Whoſoever conſiders 


this child as an emblem of 


that ſimplicity and innocence 
which the goſpel requires, 


clearly comprehends its true 


genius and deſign, and un- 
derſtands the great ends which 
my heavenly father ſent me 
into the world to promote. 

$—38 Jon ſaid to him 
Divine inſtructor! we lately 
met with a man, who made 
uſe of your name and autho- 


rity in effecting miraculous 
cures, and as he is not a mem- 


ber of our ſociety we ſeverely 
reproved him, and forbad 
him for the future to take 


ſuch 


—— 


— — 
CO — — — — ow _ * 
— ——— F EE EOS oC IF ICE 


p — = — 

- * » — . 

— — — 
1 
1 
—— —— — Gor p — m n ; N 

* — 8 — oc, 208 1 — — 

— — —— —j — — — p —— — 3 


FFP — a> 
. — * 


— 
ae . =D 


: — — ³˙ Nee _ 


— 


E 


— 
— — — 


— —— . I WY TOR Ty nm 
— ——_— — — 2 
292 


— — ef. rw T 


—— 


* 

L 

| 
4 1 

13:1 
N 7 
l 
* ; 
fl 4 
FM, 1 
37 x 


— — 
— Or ity Gage 


138 The Hiſtory 
ſuch unwarrantable free. 
doms. 


39 By no means, replied 
Jeſus, hinder his public uſe- 
fulneſs— for he, who deigns 
to make uſe of my authority 
to work a miracle, will be 
the laſt perſon to traduce and 
miſrepreſent me. 

40 For amidſt the general 

infidelity of the preſent age, 
we have reaſon to eſteem e- 
very one as a friend to us, 
who doth bt oppole us. 
41 For wholoever ſhall do 
you the leaſt kind office, ſuch 
as even giving you a cup of 
cold water, merely becauſe 
you are my diſciples, ſhall 
aſſuredly be recompenſed with 
an adequate reward. 

42 And whoſoever ſhall ſe- 
duce, and cauſe to apoſtatize, 
one of the moſt inconſidera- 
ble chriſtians, had much bet- 
ter be condemned to have 
a miliſtone fuſpended about 
his neck, and be plunged in- 
to the profoundeſt abyſs. 

43 Should, therefore, any 
inveterate habit ſtrongly ſoli- 
cit thee to abandon thy chriſ- 
tian principles determine to 
eradicate it, whatever diffi- 
culties it may occaſion thee 
Ait is infinitely more eligible 
to ſupport the greateſt mi- 


leries of this life, than to die 


of IJ sus 
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unreformed, and to be thrown 

into inextinguiſhable fire: 
44 Where the impenitent 

ſinner will be deſtroyed by 


the molt dire and excruciat- 


ing torments. 
45 Whatever beloved vice 


would lead you to ſacrifice 


your religion —reſolve to ex- 
terminate it from the ſoul, 
with whatever reluctance and 
averſion this may be done— 
the pains of this life are no- 
thing to the ſufferings to 
which the unreformed ſhall 
be ſubjected, in inextinguiſh- 

able fire: | | 

46 Where the impenitent 
ſinner will be deſtroyed by the 
moſt dire and excruciating 
torments. 

47 Whatever Juſt ſhall 
powerfully inſtigate thee to 
renounce the ſacred charac- 
ter of a chriſtian — heſitate 
not. to controul and {ſubdue 
it, whatever bitter ſorrows 1t 
may cauſe thee—what are the 
ſorrows of this momentary 
life, to the anguiſh that thole 
ſhall ſuſtain, who will be fi- 


nally precipitated into inex- 


tinguiſhable fire! 

48 Where the impenitent 
ſinner will be deſtroyed by 
the moſt dire and excruciat- 
ing torments. 

49 The principles of the 


u4 Worm tha ne ver dies Aan means a worm that will / them. 


goſpel 


Chap. x. 
goſpel were deſigned to pre- 
pare men for the divine ac- 
ceptance, juſt as the victim 
is prepared by the ſalt for the 


ſervice of the altar. 
50 Suffer not, therefore, 


theſe good and excellent prin- 


ciples to loſe their original 


force and vigour, but imbibe 


the ſalutary influence of them 
intoyour minds and be care- 
ful to cultivate the greateſt 


harmony and concord among 


yourſelves, 


CHAP. X. 


EPARTING from 

that country, he tra- 
velled to the remoteſt part of 
. Judea beyond the river Jor- 
dan, where great multitudes 


reſorted to him, whom he in- 


ſtructed as uſual. 

2 Among others came ſome 
Phariſees, who, with an art- 
= deſign to enſnare him, 
E 3 If divorces were 
a 


the law of Moſes enjoined | 
upon this article. 

4 Our great legiſlator, they 
replied, allowed a man to re- 
pudiate his wife, after a writ- | 
ing of divorce was formally | 
drawn up and ſigned. 

5 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
Moſes enacted this law from | 
a conſciouſneſs of the malig- 
nity of your tempers, and to 


3 "He aſked them, what 
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prevent a train of dreadful 
evils, which your implacable 
ſeverity and moroſeneſs would 
otherwiſe have occaſioned. 

6 But when mankind were 
originally created, God made 
only one of each ſex. 

7 And the ſcripture faith 
In order to form the con- 
jugal union ſhall a man leave 
his parents, and be inſepar- 
ably conjoined to his wife: 

8 And the bonds of this 
union ſhall be ſo ſtrict and in- 
timate, as that they both ſhall 
be conſidered as only one ſole 
individual actuated by one 
ſole mind, 

g Let not man preſume, 
therefore, to diſſolve a con- 
nection, which the great God 
himſelf hath formed and ra- 
tified. | 
10 When he was alone in 
an houſe, the diſciples defired 
him to be more explicit with 


regard to the ſubject he had 
juſt been diſcuſſing. 


11 He faid to them 
Whoever repudiates his wife 
and marries another woman, 
is guilty of the crime of adul- 


de 


12 And whatever woman 
divorces herſelf from her huſ- 
band and marries herſelf to 
another man, is in the ſight of 
God an adultreſs. . 

$13 ABouT this time 
ſome perſons brought their 


children to him, in order that 
he 
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he might lay his hands upon 
them and bleſs them but 
the diſciples reproved them 
for this conduct, and denied 
them acceſs to him. | 
14 Jeſus, when he perceiv- 
ed it, was greatly offended 
with their behaviour, and ſaid 
to them Permit little chil- 
dren to come to me, and de- 
prive them not of the liberty 
of approaching me for thoſe 
only, who are poſſeſſed of their 
harmleſs. ſimplicity and inof- 
fenſive innocence, are the ge- 
nuine ſubjects of my king- 
dom. | 
15 I declare to you 1n the 
moiſt ſolemn manner, that he 
who doth not receive the gol- 
peldiſpenſation, with the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of little 
children, will never be e- 
ſteemed a true and worthy 
member of it. 
16 He then folded them 
in his arms—laid his hands 
upon them---and bleſſed them. 
17 As he was travel- 
ling in the public road to- 
wards Jeruſalem, a perſon of 
diſtinction * advanced up to 
him, and proſtrating himſelf 
at his feet ſaid Good inſtruc- 
tor! condeſcend to acquaint 
me, what courſe of practice 
I muſt purſue in order to at- 
tain future felicity. 


Chap. x. 


What induces you to call me 


good that venerable title can 
eſſentially belong only to the 


ſupreme God. 


cepts, which God hath pre- 
ſcribed as the rules of duty 
for example, thou ſhalt not 
be guilty of adultery, of mur- 


der, of theft, of falſe accuſa- 
tion, or of fraud thou ſhalt 


honour thy father and thy 
mother. | | 

20 He replied have, 
Sir, from my childhood, con- 
ſcientiouſly made, theſe im- 
portant commands the con- 
{tant rules of my moral con- 
duct. | . 

21 Jeſus receiving this an- 
ſwer, looked upon him with 
complacency and love, and 
ſaid In one thing you are 
ſtill defective if you are de- 
ſirous to attain the higheſt 
pitch of the moſt conſummate 


excellence and virtue, go 
home, ſell all thy poſſeſſions, 


diſpenſe the money ariſing 
from the ſale among the poor, 
and become my faithful and 


inſeparable companion, chear- 


fully ſubmitting to the ſor- 
rows and ſufferings of this 


life — by this illuſtrious con- 


duct you will ſecure a moſt 
tranſcendent and diſtinguiſh- 


18 Jeſus faid ro him—— | 


nels. 


w See the various lections. 


22 No 


19 You know the pre- 


ed degree of celeſtial bleſſed- 
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22 No ſooner had Jeſus pro- 


nounced theſe words, but his 
countenance was overſpread 
with gloom — and he turned 
from him in a flood of grief 
and melancholy: for he had 
an immenſe fortune. 
23 Jeſus looking round 
upon his diſciples, ſaid to 
them How difficult a thing 
is it for thoſe who are poſſe 
ſed of opulent. fortunes to 
enter into the er of 
the Meſſiah! 

24 Thele expreſſions areat- 


ly alarmed and diſtreſſed the | 


diſciples * — Jeſus reſuming 
his diſcourſe, ſaid—My dear 
companions ! how extremely 
difficult is it for thoſe, who 
are inflated with their ſupe- 
riour wealth, and make it 


their great confidence and 
idol, to enter into the goſpel | 
the midſt of the ſevereſt per- 


kingdom! ©] 

25 It is as impoſſible for a 
rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God, as it is for a 
cable-to be forced through 
the eye of a needle. 

26 80 ſtrange an aſſertion 
again threw them into the moſt 
painful and extreme aſtoniſn- 
ment and in the laſt amaze- 
ment, they ſaid one to an- 
other 
man then ever obtain eternal 
ſalvation |! 


How can any rich | 


141 
27 Jeſus looking upon them 


with an eye of pity and com- 
paſſion for their anxiety, ſaid 
—Humanly ſpeaking this is 
morally impoſſible — bur by: 
God's all-powerful aſſiſtance, 
the very greateſt impedi- 
ments that riches lay in 


mens road to Chriſtianity) 
may be ſurmounted. - 

28 Upon this, Peter fad 
We thy diſciples have relin- 
quiſhed our all, and become 
thy faithful and rann 
companions. | 

29 Jeſus ſaid to him 
There is no one, who out of 
a ſincere attachment to me 
and to the goſpel hath either 
left his home, his brothers, 
his ſiſters, his father, his mo- 
ther, his wife, his ei 
his eſtate: 

30 but who ſhall, even in 


ſecutions to which he ſhall be 
expoſed in this life, enjoy that 
ſerene ſatisfaction and pure 
tranſporting felicity in his 

own mind, as ſhall infinitely 
compenſate for all the loſſes: 
he may ſuſtain — and who 
ſhall, in a future ſtate, be raiſ-' 
ed to eminent and diſtinguiſh- 
ed happineſs. 
31 For many to whom the 
goſpel is firſt offered, will be 
the laſt to embrace it and 


* They thought that if the ie did not ſpout e his _ he would 


have no &ingdom at all. 


4. 


/ thoſe 
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thoſe to whom it will be laſt | 37 They faid to him 


propoſed, ſhall be the ff in Pleaſe to advance us two to 
admitting its evidence. | the firſt honours in that grand 


32 As Jeſus was now] and magnificent kingdom, 
advancingat their head, in the | which you are "Ay to e. 


road that directly led to Je- rect. 
38 Jeſus ſaid to aum. as 


ruſalem, the proſpect of the 


calamities they might pro- 
bably very ſoon be expoſed | 
to, threw them into a dreadful 


dejection and. melancholy — | 
Jeſus: then again repeated to 


' You know not what you are 
requeſting — Can you drink 
that bitter cup which I am 


ſoon to drink, and ſuſtain 
| thoſe dreadful ſufferings which 


his twelve diſciples the ſeries |, I ſhall ſhortly undergo ? | 
of miſeries in which he was | 39 Weare able to do this, 
about to be involved: |; they replied Jeſus ſaid — 
33 We are now going, faid 'You will in this life, indeed, 
he, to Jeruſalem, where the | like your maſter, be immer 
| iat man will in a treache- ed in ſorrow and perſecu- 
rous manner be delivered to] tion: 
the high prieſts and Scribes, || 40 but the moſt elevated 
who, — have ſentenced | * in my kingdom are not 
him to ſuffer capital puniſn- in my diſpoſal — they will be 
ment, will conſign him over] confered by my FaTrHRR 
to the Roman ſoldiers, on thoſe, whom ſuperiour 
34 who will treat him with | virtue entitles to ſuch illuſ- 
every wanton indignity—ſpit || trious honours. | 


— 


upon him—mangle his body], 41 When the other ten 
with ſcourges—and publick- 
ly execute him — But on the 
third day he ſhall riſe from his 
grave. 13 
$— 35 Tur two ſons of 
beds, James and John, 
then approached him in a ſup- 
licant manner, begging he 
would deign to beſtow a fa- 
vour they were going to ſo- 


licit. 
36 He aſked them, what 


it was they were ſo deſirous 
to obtain of him. 


heard the petition, which 


theſe two had prefered to 
Jeſus, they conceived very 
violent reſentment againſt 


them for their baſe clande- 
ſtine endeavours to e 


them. 
42 Jeſus then, calling the 


body of his diſciples together, 
ſaid to them — The princes 


and ſovereigns among the 


Heethens, you know, rule 


their ſubjects in an abſolute 
2. "an 


Chap. xi. 
and arbitrary manner — and, 
among theſe nations, thoſe 
are moſt revered, whoſe am- 
bition hath ſecured them the 
greateſt extent of deſpotic 
power. 

43 But it ſhall not be thus 
among you. for he that is 
ambitious of the higheſt ho- 


a] 


nours in my kingdom, ſhall | 


obtain them only by ſuperi- 
our and more diſtinguiſhed 
degrees of meekneſs and con- 
deicenſion. 

44 And he, who is defir- 
ous to be the greateſt in pre- 
ferment, ſhall be the greateſt 
in humility. 

45 For the ſon of man did 
not aſſume. human nature to 
eſtabliſh a ſplendid court to 
miniſter to -him all the ſoft 
pleaſures. of earthly luxury 
and gratification—but to de- 
mean himſelf to the humbleſt 
offices, in order to benefit 
the human race—and to ſur- 


render up his life to ſerve 
their beſt intereſts. 


$—46 As hewas going out | 


of Jericho, accompanied by his 
diſciples and a numerous 
. multitude, it happened that 
the blind fon of Timæus was 
fitting and begging on the 
fide of the road, along which 
he paſſed. _ 1 

47 As ſoon a3 he heard 
that Jeſus of Nazareth was 
coming, he began to cry out 
with great vehemence—DO Je- 
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ſus, ſon of David! pity my 


condition! 


9 


48 Several, diſturbed with 


his clamours, reproved him, 


and commanded him to be 


ſilent but theſe rebukes on- 


ly ſerved to increaſe his voci- 
feration—he ſtill repeating— 


— 


ſon of David pity me! 
49 Jeſus then ſtopped and 


ordered him to be called 


they went and told the blind 
man, ſaying to him riſe, be 


confident of ſucceſs, for he com- 


mands you to come to him. 


30 He inſtantly ſtarted up 
— threw off his upper gar- 


ment—and haſted ro Jeſus. 


51 He aſked him what fa- 


vour he ſolicited with ſuch ve- 


The blind man 


hemence 


anſwered——DQ Sir, to be re- 


ſtored to my fight! 


52 Jeſus ſaid to him—Thy 
confidence in my power hath 
effected thy cure He imme- 
diately ſaw every thing diſ- 
tinctly, and joined the crond 
that followed Jeſus. - 


CHAP. XI. 


THEN they were now 
advanced. within a 
very little diſtance from the ca- 


pital, over againſt Bethphage 


and Bethany ſituated at the 


foot of mount Olives, he cal- 


5 


led two of his diſciples, 
2 and ſaid to them 60 


into the village that is oppo- 
ſite 
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fite us, and juſt-as you enter 


it you will ſee a young als ti- 
 ed——looſe it and bring it to 


3 And if any ſhould aſk 


. you by whoſe order you take 


it away, tell him that your 
maſter hath occaſion for it, 
and he will diſmiſs you with- 


out any further moleſtation. 


4 They went, therefore, 


© and found a young als at the 


entrance of the village tied to 
a door—which they immedi- 
ately looſed. | 

Some people, who were 
ſtanding there, ſeeing two 


ſtrangers act in this manner, 


faid to them what buſineſs 


have you to take away the 
colt? eee TOC 
6 Upon their making the 


reply which Jeſus had order- | 
very thing, he went back in 
the evening with his diſciples 


ed them to make, they were 


_ ſuffered to depart with it un- 


diſturbed. = 

7 Having brought the 
colt to Jeſus, and laid their 
upper garments upon it, he 
mounted. 

8 Upon which, great num- 
bers ſpread the public road 
with their upper garments v, 
while others were employed 
in cutting verdant branches 


of JEsus 
from the adjoining trees, and 
ſcattering them along the 
% arr Bawo? 5H 
9 And the vaſt crowds that 
advanced before him, and 
thoſe that compoſed his train, 
pierced the air with their joy- 
ful acclamations, ſhouting, 
Hoſannah!—Bleſfed is he who 
comes invelted with the pow- 
er of the great God! + 
10 For ever glorious be 
the kingdom which is going 
to be erected under the au- 
ſpices of our great progenitor 


1 


ly powers for ever crown it 
11 Entering in this trium- 
he went directly to the tem- 


ple where after having ta- 
ken an accurate ſurvey of e- 


to Bethany. 5 ; 
12 On his return from Be- 
thany to the city the next 


tions of hunger. 
diſtance from the road a fig 


dant leaves, he walked up to 


it, in hopes of finding fruit, 


This affectionate reſpect and reverence was paid to Cato. “ When 
Cato's expedition was ended, he was eſcorted not only with the cuſto- 


mary praiſes and acclamations, but with tears and the tendereſt endear- 
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25 


David! May all the heaven- 
with proſperity and ſucceſs! 


phant manner into the city, 


tree, covered with thick ver- 


— 


morning, he felt keen ſenſa- 


13 And deſcrying at ſome 


Chap. xi. 


he found nothing but a fair 


and flouriſhing foliage. 


14 Upon this diſappoint- 


ment Jeſus ſaid to the fig 
tree, in the audience of his 
diſciples — Mayeſt thou ne- 
ver bear more 

15 Arriving at the city, 
Jeſus entered into the temple, 
and ejected out of it all thoſe 
whom he found buying and 
ſelling within its ſacred pre- 
cincts he overturned the 
tables of thoſe bankers who 
gave to ſtrangers Jewiſh coin 
in exchange tor foreign, and 
threw down the ſtalls of thoſe 
who fold doves for the ſacri- | 
fices. 

16 Nor would he ſuffer 
any perſon to carry a veſſel 
through the courts of the tem- 

le. . 
i 17 For doth not, faid he, 
the ſcripture expreſsly ſay, 
that my houſe ſhall be ſolely 

appropriated as a [agg of re- 
ligious worſhip for the de- 
vout of all nations? but ye 
have converted it into a com- 
mon receptacle for thieves and 
cheats. » 

18 The high 


rieſts and 


Scribes, hearing of the autho- 
ritative manner in which he 
acted, held a conſultation, in 
| which f it was unanimouſly re- 
ſolved that he ſhould. be put 
to death—but they were a- 
„ 
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as the time for gathering 
figs was not yet come but 


ö | 
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fraid to execute their ſangui- 
nary purpoſes, as he was Io 
univerſally careſſed and ador- 
ed by the populace for the ſub- 
limity of his doctrines. 
19 Is the evening he 
retired out of the city. 
20 And the next morning 
as the diſciples 'were paſſing | 
by the fig tree, they perceiv- 


ed that it was entirely faded 


and withered. 
21 Upon which Peter in- 


ſtantly recollecting the late 


action of Jeſus, ſaid to him— 
See, Sir, the fig tree which 
thou curſedſt, how 1 
13 dried and blaſted !. ., 

22 Jeſus ſaid to them— | 
Repoſe an entire and unre- 
ſerved confidence i in the 5 | 
er of Gd. 

23 For I ſolemnly aſ- 
ſure you, that if any of you 
ſhould command that. moun- 
rain to deſcend, from its baſe. 
and roll into the ocean, if at 
the ſame time you did not 
heſitate concerning the extent 
of the divine power, but were 
firmly perſuaded that it would 
be accompliſhed — his man- 
date ſhould be obeyed. 

24 And whatever favour you 
ſolicit at the throne of mercy, 
requiſite to promote the ſuo- 
ceſs of the goſpel, firmly be- 
lieve that you ſhall obtain it, 
and ſhall you not be repulſed. 

25 But remember, when 


yau addreſs * ſupreme Be- 


ing, 
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ing, to eraſe from your breaſt 
all reſentments againſt your 
fellow- creatures, and gene- 
rouſly to forgive them; in or- 
der that your heavenly father 
may extend his forgiveneſs to 
you. 

26 For if you do not en- 
ter upon your ſolemn devo- 
tions with a diſpoſition to for- 
give thoſe who have offended 
you, God will not forgive the 
crimes and offences, which 
you have committed againſt 
him. 

HOY Wuzx he came the 
ſecond time to Jeruſalem, as 
he was walking in the temple 


the high prieſts, the Scribes, | 


and the magiſtrates came up 
to him in a body, 


28 and en us 1 


what authority thou haſt to 
act in this public manner, and 
from whom thou deriveſt 
thine authority ? 
29  Jefus ſaid to them- 
Let me firſt propoſe to you a 
queſtion, which if you re- 
ſolve, 1 will not fail to ac- 
quaint you by what authori- 
ty J act. 

20 Was the baptiſm of 
John of divine appointment 
— x merely an human con- 
trivance? | 

31 Having agitated this | 
for ſome time, they ſaid one 
to another —if we tell him 


that John acted by a divine 


. 2 he will directiy 


4 
«4 
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reply—why did not you then 
acknowledge his prophetic 
character? 

32 But ſhould we fay, that 
John's miniſtry was a mere 
human contrivance—we ex- 
| | poſe ourſelves to the outrage 
of the populace, who univer- 
ſally eſteem John as a moſt 
illuſtrious prophet. 

33 They told Jeſus, there- 
fore, that they really did not 
know whether John had a di- 
vine commiſſion or no—-He 
replied, I will alſo decline 
giving you any ſatisfaction 
concerning that authority by 
| which I act. 


_ CHAP. XII. 
E then recited to them 
= the following fable— 
A OrNTEMAx planted a 
vineyard, and ſurrounded it 
with a ſtrong fence—he alſo 
furniſhed it with an appara- 
tus for preparing the juice, 
and erected a caſtle for its de- 
fence——and as ſoon as he 
had employed a number of 
| huſbandmen to dreſs it, he ſet 
out on his travels into a fo- 
reign country. 

2 At the time of vintage 
he ſent over one of his ſervants 
to receive from the huſhand- 
men the produce of his vine- 
yard. 

2 But he had no ſooner de- 
Iivered his matter” s orders, 


| than 


Chap. xii. 
than they fell upon him, beat 
him in an unmerciful manner, 
and ſent him away empty. | 
4 He ſent another ſervant, 
whom they received with a 
volley of ſtones diſcharged at 
his head, which cut and 
mangled him in a dangerous 
manner—and in this dreadful - 
condition they turned him out 


of the vineyard. | | 


5 A third whom he after- | 


wards ſent, they murdered— | 
and a great many others whom 
he continued to ſend, they 
either cruelly beat or aſſaſſi- 
nated. | | 

6 This gentleman having 
a fon, the object of all his 
fondeſt affections, determin- 
ed, laſt of all to ſend him, 
ſfaying—Surely they will not 
dare to offer any indignities 
to my ſon! | 
7 But theſe miſcreants no 
ſooner perceived him, but 
they cried out in ecſtacy — 
This 1s the heir! come let us 
inſtantly murder him, and 
ſeize upon his eftate!l 
8 That moment they all 
ruſhed upon him—murdered 
him—and threw his mangled 
body over the fence. 

9 Now what puniſhment 
will the proprietor of the 


_ vineyard inflict upon theſe | 


wretches ? — they replied — 
Moſtcertainly he willputthem 
to death by the moſt excru- 
ciating torments, and employ 


8 
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3 
others to cultivate his vine- 
. 

10 Do not you remember, 
ſaid Jeſus, the following paſ- 
ſage of ſacred ſcripture Ihe 
ſtone, which the builders re- 
jected, is become the grand 
corner ſtone, to unite and 
conſolidate the two ſides of 
the edifice. 3 
11 An event brought a- 
bout by divine appointment, 
and worthy to excite our 
higheſt aſtoniſhment. _ 

$—12 Trey ſoon found 
thathehad intended this fable 
to be applicable to themſelves 
which incenſed them to 
that degree that they imme- 
diately left him, and delibe- 
rated how they might appre- 
hend him but they dreaded 
the fury of the populace. 

13 In conſequence of their 
determined reſolution, they 
employed ſome of the Pha- 
riſees and Herodians to go 
and enſnare him in a conte- 
e | gh: 

14 Theſe perſons came to 
him and addreſſed him in the 
following manner — Illuſtri- 
ous teacher! we are perſuad- 
ed that thou haſt a conſcien- 
tious regard for truth, and 
that it is not in the power of 
man to compel thee, to be- 
tray it; for thou delivereſt 
divine inſtruction with a ſin- 
cere probity and undaunted 


4 


freedom of mind, without 
L 2 any 


148 


any ſervile regard to the ter- | 


rours or applauſes of the 
world—declare to us,  there- 
fore, your ſentiments, whe- 
ther it is lawful for the Jews 
to pay tribute to the Roman 
emperour? 

15 He, conſcious of their 
deep diſſimulation, 
them Why do you thus 
artfully endeavour to draw 
me into a ſnare? 
ſce a denarius. 

16 They brought him one 
—He taid—Whole head and | 
legend is this? — They an- 
twered, Cæſar's. 


17 He then ſaid to them 


Pay to the Roman em pe- 
rour what he juſtly claims, 
and to God the duties he re- 
quires—They went away a- 
ſtoniſned at an anſwer fo wiſe 
and cautious. 

$—18 AFTER this the 
Sadducees, who deny a fu- 
ture ſtate, came and propoſed 
to him the following queſtion. 
19 Our great Jevillator ap- 
pointed, that when an elder 
brother dies without children, 
his younger brother ſhall mar- 
ry his widow, in order to 
perpetuate the name of the 
deceaſed. 

20 Now there was amongſt 
us a remarkable and well 
known caſe— There were ſe- 
ven brothers — the eldeſt of 
whom married and died child- 
leſs. I 


ſaid to 


— Let me 
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21 The ſecond and third 
alſo married, but left no chil- 
dren. 

32 In ſhort, ſhe married 
in ſucceſſion all the ſeven 
brothers, and ſurvived them. 

23 We ſhould be glad, 
therefore, you would = Habs 
us, which of theſe ſeven ey 
thers ſhall have her to wife 
in a future ſtate. _ 

24 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
You are in this point guilty 
of a moſt egregious and fatal 
miſtake, ariſing from your 
ignorance of the ſcriptures, 
and of the extent of the di- 
vine power. - 

25 For in a "Few ſtate 
the human race will no lon- 
ger be propagated—for men 
will be there endowed with 
immortality like the angels. 

26 And with regard to a 
future exiſtence — have you 
never attended to the mean- 
ing of thoſe words, which 
Moſes heard God ſolemnly 
pronounce out of the buſh— 
I am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Iſaac, the God of 
Jacob.” 

27 A ſufficient demonſtra- 
tion of a future ſtate — ſince 
God is not the governour of 
dead inſenſible matter, bur 
of conſcious intelligence — 
You are, therefore, guilty of 
a moſt dreadful and perni- 
cious errour. 
$—28 Oxx of the Jewiſh 


clergy 


„ 


*. 
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clergy who was preſent at this 
conference, being greatly 
pleaſed with the juſtneſs and 


ſolidity of this reply, advanc- 


ed up to him, and aſked him, 
Which was the moſt impor- 
tant of all the divine com- 
mands ? 

29 Jeſus uunſwered — The 
primary and moſt capital pre- 
cepts are #9— the firſt is — 
that we acknowledge one ſu- 
preme God, 


— 


30 and ſerve him with the 


moſt genuine ſincerity, and 


the pureſt and ſublimeſt af- 


fection: 
31 and the Nenn cla we 
ſhould love our neighbour as 


ourſelves — There is no other 


precept ſuperior to theſe /wws 
in excellence and importance. 

32 The clergyman ſaid to 
him — You have given, Sir, 
the only true and proper an- 
ſwer to my queſtion—-tor in- 
deed there is only one ſu- 
preme God ; 


1 


33 and to love this excel- | 


lent and amiable Being with 
a purc, generous, and con- 
ſtant affection, and to expreſs 
in all our actions the greateſt 
benevolence to all our teliow- 
men, is of more intrinſic im- 
portance, and a ſervice more 
acceptable to the Deity than 
all the pompous offerings and 
expenfive ſacrifices in the 
world. 

34 Jeſus, charmed with 


| 


this ſenſible and intelligent 
anſwer, viewed him with 
looks of affection and love, 
and ſaid — The diſpoſitions 
you diſcover would in' no 
long time make you a convert 


to the goſpel From this time 


all deſiſted from propoſing any 
more queſtions to him. : 

$—23 As Jeſus was teach- 
ing the people in the tem- 


ple, he ſaid — What founda- 


tion have the Jewiſl clergy 
for aſſerting that the Meſſiah 
mult be the ſon of David. 

36 Since David himſelf, 
when under the divine affla- 
tus, expreſsly ſaith — The 
ſupreme Jehovah ſaid to my 
Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand 'till I have totally ſub- 


jected all my foes.” 


7 You fee David himſelf 
calls the Meſſiah his Lord 
in what ſenſe, therefore, is he 
his fon — An immenſe multi- 


| tude being here collected gave 


a pleated : attention to his dif- 
courſes. 

$ — 38 Amon other in- 
ſtructions he gave them the 
following admonition — Be 
ever cautious of being duped 
and deceived by the hypo- 
criſy of the Scribes—who aſ- 
fect to walk in their long 


gowns with ſuch demure ſo- 


lemnity, and who are intoxi- 
cated by the ſervile reverence 


| that is paid them by the ſu- 


perſtitious crowds. 


L 3 39 Who 
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39 Who ſtrive to gratify 


their pride by getting the 
beſt ſeats in places of pub- 
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lic worſhip, and the moſt ho- 
nourable places at all public 


egntertainments, 


40 Who with unfeeling 
cruelty deprive the widow 
and orphan of their juſt pro- 
perty — and. yet cover this 
mercileſs oppreſſion and 
wickedneſs with a maſk of 
ſuperiour ſanctity and extra- 
ordinary devotion — Up- 
on theſe hypocrites God will 
inflict the moſt dreadful pu- 
niſnments. 2 

$— 41 Jxsvs after this 
ſitting oyer-againſt the Trea- 

fury, obſerved how the people 
came and put in their chari- 
table contributions to pious 
uſes - many opulent perſons 


gave very conſiderable ſums. 


42 Among others, he ſaw 
a poor widow come and put 
in two ſmall pieces of money, 
both amounting in value only 
to a farthing. | 
43 Obſerving this, he cal- 
led his diſciples and ſaid — 


I affure you, that poor wo 


man hath done a greater act 
of charity than all who have 
| hitherto contributed. 

44 For all the others have 
given but a very inconſider- 
able proportion out of their 
large fortunes — but this in- 
ligent charitable creature hath 
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| chearfully thrown in all chat 
ſhe had in the world. as 


CHAP. XIII. 


I S he was going out of 
A the de, — of his 
diſciples ſaid to him — See, 
Sir, what a magnificent pile 
this is! and what immenſe 
ſtones there are in it ; 
2 Jeſus faid to him — Dq 
you admire this vaſt and ſu- 
perb ſtructure ? — It ſhall be 
ſo totally demoliſhed, that 
there ſhall not be left one 
ſtone ſtanding upon another! 
3 Alarmed at thefe words, 
Peter, James, John, and An- 
drew came to him privately, 
as he was ſitting on the mount 
of Olives, which was directly 
oppolite the temple, | 
yn” aſked bit, when all 
theſedreadfulcalamities would 
happen, and from what cir- 
cumſtances they might prog- 
noſticate their approach. 

5 Jeſus ſaid to them Take 


heed of being ſeduced by an 


man into fatal errours, 
6 For many impoſtors will 
publickly appear and aſſume 
my character, ſolemnly de- 
claring themſelves the Meſ- 
ſtah— and will deceive great 
numbers. 5 
7 And when you hear of 
dreadful battles and bloody 
wars, let not theſe reports 


ſtrike 
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ſtrike you with terrour — for 


mankind will be harraſſed 
with theſe horrid evils before 
the deſtruction of this city 
and temple enſue. 

8 For one country will 
commence hoſtilities againſt 
another — one kingdom in- 
vade and depopulate another 
— and many regions will be 
ſhaken by earthquakes, or in- 
feſted by famine and the other 
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devaſtations of war — Theſe | 


evils are but the forerunners 
of the great deſtruction. 

9 But amidſt theſe public 
troubles be careful to main- 
tain your integrity—for they 
will dr 


courts of judicature — You 


you before their | 


will be cruelly ſcourged in 


their public afſemblies—and 
for your unſhaken attachment 
to my religion, you will be 
brought before heathen 'go- 
vernours and princes—where 
you will have an opportunity 
of vindicating your principles 
and profeſſion. 
10 But before the diſſolu- 
tion of the Jewiſh govern- 
ment happen, the goſpel will 
be propagated into all na- 
ons. | | | 

11 When they hailyou, how- 
ever, before their ' tribunals, 


be not diſtreſſed with anxious 


th. 


| 


15 


thoughts concerning what a- 
pology you ſhall offer — but 
ſpeak with undaunted free- 
dom in the criſis of your dan- 
ger whatever ſhall then be 
ſuggeſted to you for the de- 
fence you will then be able 
to make will not be the effort 
of human wiſdom, but the 
dictates of the holy ſpirit. 

12 Such an implacable en- 
mity will be conceived againſt 
your ar e that even a 
father will deliver up to death 
his own fon — one brother 
murder another — and chil- 
dren imbrue their hands in 
their parents? blood. 

13 And on account of your 
principles you will be held in 
almoſt univerſal deteſtation 
and abhorrence—But he who 
ſurvives theſe perſecutions, 
and is hving when theſe ca- 
lamities ſhall involve the land 
of Judea, ſhall be reſcued 
from the general deſtruction. 
14 With regard to the ſigns 
that ſhall precede this great 
event, remember that when 
you ſee Thoſe idolatrous ar- 
mies, mentioned in Daniel's 
prophecy (which every reader 
ought attentively to conſider) 
which have ſpread ſuch ha- 
vock and deſolation in the 
univerſe *, fixing their ſtan- 


dards 


8 


What dreadful haveck and 4e/olation the Romans made among man- 
kind is ſ ufficiently apparent from this paſſage in Polybius, ©** When the 


Romans took cities by ftorm, they not 


L 4 


only put all the men to the _—_ 
ut 
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dards row the holy city 


then let all the Chriſtians who 
are in Judea, haſten to the 
mountains. 5 

15 He, who happens then 
to be on the houſe top, let 
him not ſtay to go into his 
houſe or take any thing out 
of it, but deſcend, with the 
utmoſt precipitation, down 
the ſtairs on the outſide. 


16 He who is then work 


ing in the fields, let him not 
go back to fetch his cloaths“. 

17 Beyond expreſſion mi- 
ſerable will be the condition 
of thoſe, whoſe flight will 
then be impeded or prevent- 
ed by advanced pregnancy, or 
the-incumbrance of ſuckling 
infants. 


that this your haſty retreat 
may not happen during the 
rigour and inclemency of the 
winter. 

19 For the calamities and 
miſeries of that time will be 
more dreadful and horrible 
than any that have ever oc- 
curred fince the creation of 
the world, or will ever hap- 
pen again t to its final diſſolu- 
tion. 
20 And ſhould the provi- 

gence of God permit this ha- 


| God hath 


18 Fervently beg of God 
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vock to be of any conſider- 
able duration, the whole 
Jewiſh nation would be to- 
cally extinct — but, for the 
ſake of the pious and fincere, 
ortened the 
riod of this terrible devata- 
tion. 

21 In theſe diſtrefling times 
if any one ſhall tel] you 
The Meſſiah is now in ſuch a 
place—give him not the leaſt 


credit. 


22 For great Güde will 
then aſſume the character of 
the MeMiah, and of inſpired 
prophets, and will exhibit 
{ach ſurpriſing feats and pro- 
digies, as to impoſe even up- 
on | chriſtians themſelves. | 

23 Be cautious, therefore, 
of being ſeduced by them 
Conſider all the admonitions, 
that I have now ſo minutely 
given you. 

24 After the city and land | 
of Judea are overwhelmed in 
this deſtruction, the ſun ſhall 


be ſhroudedin midnight dark- 


neſs —the moon ſhall be one 
great blank in the firmament. 
2 5 The ſtars ſhall drop from 
their ſpheres, and all the hea- 
venly powers be ſhook: and 
diſturbed by the moſt violent 
concuſſions. | 


but even cut the dogs in pieces, * hewed off the limbs of every other 


living creature they found there.“ Polyb. p. 820. Edit. Gronov. 


How 


much is the world indebted to Chriſtianity for a the diſpoſitions 


of mankind! 


* ge ara, ſere uudus— Georg. i. 298. 


26 Then 
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26 Then ſhall the Meſſiah 


be ſeen riding on the clouds 
arrayed in matchleſs glory, 
and triumphing in the moſt 
magnificent pomp: 

27 who will Uſpatch his 
miniſters to make converts 
and form focieties of chrif- 


tians in every region and 


clime under heaven. 
28 The fig tree reads you 


a leflon of uteful inſtruction 


with regard to this great e- 
vent——When it you forth 
tender ſhoots and opening 
leaves, you with rifing plea- 
ſare conclude the approach 
of ſummer. 

29 In like manner do ye, 


when you obſerve the ſeveral 


phenomena, which I have ſo 
diſtintly enumerated, 
that. the great deſtruction is 
at hand, 

30 Let me aſſure you that 
the preſent race of men ſhall 
not be deceaſed; before all 
theſe my predictions are fully 
accompliſhed. 

31 Sooner ſhall heaven and 
_ earth be annihilated, than my 
words not be verified. 

32 But on what day, or in 
what particular ſeaſon of the 
year, the city and nation ſhall 


be E in this deluge of 


infer 


7 


deſtruction, is unknown to the 


angels, to the ſon *, to every 


being in the univerſe, except 
the one ſupreme Father of 


all. 
33 Be ever cautious, vigi- 


lant, and fervent in your de- 


votions to God for you 


know not when this dire ir- 


ruption ſhall happen. 

34 For as a gentleman a- 
bout to viſit a foreign coun- 
try, preſcribes at his departure 


to. his faithful ſervants their 


reſpective employments—en- 


joins upon them prudenceand 


diligence—and orders his do- 
meſtics to live in continual 
expectation of his return; 

5 This ſame unremitting 
watchfulneſs I inculcate up- 
on you for you know not 
in what particular hour of 
the night the maſter of the 
houſe may ſurpriſe you. 

36 Be cautious, therefore, 
leſt at the ſudden advent of 
your Lord you be found ſunk 


in ſupine negligence and re- 


poſe. 


regard on this occalion, is — 
be vigilant. 


2 Hut” ανννοννðZẽu˙ oH ve. nde 12 rarpn, 
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7 The advice, cher 
which I would have you and 
all - Chriſtians principally to 
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I II was now only two days 


to the paſſover, which 


were employed by the high 
prieſts and Scribes in anxious 
deliberations by what artifice 
they might get him into their 
power, and put him to death. 
2 They reſolved, however, 
not to execute their deſigns 
in the approaching feſtival, 
tor fear the populace ſhould 
riſe and reſcue him. . 

3 Some time before this, 
as he was at Bethany, ſitting 
at table in the houſe of one 
Simon, whom he had cured of 
leproſy — a woman came up 
to him, having 
an alabaſter box * full of per- 
fume of an immenſe value, 
which ſhe ſhook ©, and pour- 
ed upon his head. 

4 The conduct of this wo- 
man excited the indignation 
_ of ſeveral who were preſent, 
who ſaid one to another 
What end can ſuch extrava- 
gance anſwer ! | 

5 This box of perfume, in- 
ſtead of being thus prodigally 
waſted, might have been ſold 
for above three hundred de- 


narii, and have relieved many 


poor diſtreſſed families 


The Hiſtory of Jrsvs 
They ſeverely reproved her, 


in her hand. 
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therefore, for her indifcre- 
tion. | 8 | 5 

6 Bur Jeſus ſaid to them 
Diſmiſs her unmoleſted—why 
are your refentments ſo vio- 
lent againſt her ? — ſhe hath 
performed a pious and affec- 
tionate office towards me. 

7 For you will always have 
among you objects of com- 
paſſion, whom you may cha- 
ritably relieve whenever you 
are diſpoſed - but my ſtay a- 
mong you will be but of very 
ſhort continuance. 

8 She hath benevolently 
ſhowed me all the reſpect it 
was in her power to demon- 
ſtrate—for this expence that 
ſhe hath now laviſhed upon 
me I regard as funeral ho- 
nours paid to me. 

9 Be aſſured that in all the 
countries of the univerſe where 
the goſpel ſhall be propagat- 
ed, this beneficent action that 
ſhe hath done to me, ſhall be 
recounted to her everlaſting 
honour; - | 
10 After this Judas Iſca- 
riot, one of the twelve a- 
poſtles, ſecretly went to the 
high prieſts, wha were then 
deliberating in what manner 


;they might apprehend him, 


d Kuopio Ss puew youre! a7 aCoorpe. 'Fheoe. Bid. 15. 114. 
Spe ſignifies to ſhake, mix, confound. © They thought at the 
very firſt onſet of the cavalry the enemies would be thrown into confur 


fon, qurr pie g. Plutarch Cæſar. 133. Edit. Gr. Stephan, 


— 


5 


and 


Chap. iv. 
and he offered to deliver him 
into their hands. 


11 At this n they 
vuVere tranſported with the moſt 


2 ant joy, and offered | 


um of money, if he 
— execute his deſign 
From that moment he ſtudied 
a favourable opportunity of 
ſurrendering him into their 
power. 

C—12 Ox the firſt day of 
unleavened bread, the diſ- 
ciples came to Jeſus and aſk- 
ed him, where he would have 
them make preparations for 
killing and cating the paſchal 
lamb. 

13 Upon this he ſelected 
two from among them, and 
ſaid to them — Go into the 
city, and you will meet a man 
1n the ſtreet carrying a pitcher 
of water—follow him. 


14 And into whatever houſe | 


heenters, go in with him and 
tell the perſon, that your ma- 
ſter deſires he would accom- 
modate him with a room, in 
which to eat the paſchal lamb 
with his diſciples. 

15 And he will immediate- 


ly conduct you into a large 


apartment ſpread with a car- 
pet and furniſhed with every 
convenience here make the 
neceſſary preparations. 

16 Receiving this order the 
two diſciples went into the ci- 
ty, and found every circum- 
ane exactly correſpond to 
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what Jeſus had told them — 
they therefore. made every 
thing ready againſt his com- 
ing. 

17 In the evening he en- 
tered the room with the reſt 
of his diſciples, , 

18 But whilſt they were 
ſitting at table Jeſus ſaid to 
them] moſt certainly know 
that one of you who are now 
cating with me, hath formed 
a treacherous reſolution to de- 
liver me into the hands.of my 
enemies, and will execute his 
deſigns. 

19 So unexpected a decla- 
ration threw them into ex- 
treme ſorrow and dejection, 
and they began with the great- 
eſt ſolicitude, one after an- 
other, to aſæ him, if he thought 
he was capable of ſuch horrid 
wickednels. 

20 He replied —Ir is the 
perſon, who is now helping 
himſelf our of the diſh. 

21 The ſon of man indeed 
will make that exit which the 
antient prophets predicted — 
but woe to that wretch, who 
is perfidiouſly acceſſary to his 
death | Thrice happy would 
it be for that wretch, had he 
never been born |! 

| $— 22 WHILE they were 
at ſupper Jeſus took bread, 

and after devoutly bleſfing 
God, he broke it, and diſtri- 
| buted | it amongſt them, ſay- 
ing — Take ang eat of this 


bread 
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bread — this figuratively re- 
preſents my body. pr 

23 After this he took the 
cup, and after ſolemnly of- 
fering up his gratitude to 
God, he gave it to them, and 
they all dr ank of it. - 
24 He then faid to them 
his repreſents my blood, 
by the effuſion of which the 
new covenant will be ratified, | 
and the beſt intereſts of man- 
kind be ſubſerved. 

25 J ſolemnly aſſure you 
that I ſhall not taſte any more 
wine till the time of the erec- 
tion of the Meſſiah's king 
WRT - 7: 

26 After they had ſung 
the paſchal hymn, they left 
the city, and retired to the 
mount of Olives. 
27 Here Jeſus ſaid to them 
— You will all this very night 
appear aſhamed of my cauſe 
and abandon me — ſo that 
your behaviour will be exact 
Iy ſimilar to what is deſcribed 
in the following paſſage of the 
Drophet — “ 1 will {mite the 
Fhethera, and the flock ſhall 
be immediately diſperſed.“ 


28 But after my reſurrec- 


tion from the grave I will ad- 
vance directly into Galilee, 
and there again converſe with 


you. _ 5 | 
29 Peter inſtantly replied 


erected. . 
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with warmth—Tho the whole 


body of thy companions de- 
ſert thee, yet Iamdeliberately 
determined to adhere to thee. 

30 Jeſus ſaid ro him — 


—— 


utter the moſt ſolemn aſſeve- 
rations, that thou never hadſt 


any the leaſt connections with 


me, | 
31 Peter upon this repeat- 
ed with great vehemence his 
fixed determinations never to 


relinquiſh him, and ſaid —I 


will never abjure thy cauſe, 


tho' J am thereby expoſed to 


the moſt dreadful and ex- 
cruciating dearh—All the reſt 
of the diſciples made the fame 
peremptory aſſertions. 
$— 22 AFTER this com- 
ing to a place called Gethſe- 
mane, he ſaid to his diſciples 
— Stay here, vhile I advance 


a little farther and pray. 


33 He then took with him, 
Peter, James and John—who 
ſoon perceived him to ſink. 


into the moſt dire diſtreſs and 


horrour. 
34 He ſaid to them—l feel 
my whole ſoul overwhelmed 
in an agony of ſorrow - my 
heart is pierced and penetrat- 


ed with an exceſs of anguiſh, 
which almoſt ſinks me into 


« Referring to his 7g hren —at which his kingdom properly was 


death 


Chap. xiv. 


watch. 


35 He then Eng, a | 


little way from them, and 
proſtrated himſelf upon the 
ground, and earneſtly begged 
of God, that the impending 
miſeries might be removed. 

36 The words he fervently 
uttered were theſe O my 
Father! thy power is equal 
to the execution of every thing 
—Suffer,me not to be involv- 
ed in theſe horrid ſufferings 
— But I check myſelf, and 
with compoſure reſign my- 
ſelf entirely to thy will. | 

37 After pronouncing theſe 
words he returned to his diſ- 
ciples, and found them aſleep 
— he waked Peter and ſaid 
Simon, why doſt thou ſuf- 
fer thyſelf to be thus over- 
come with ſleep — art thou 
not able to ſit up with me 
one hour? 

38 Awake and carncſtly 
implore God, that he would 
not ſuffer you to be ſeduced | 
into fin —— Bur indeed your 
diſpoſitions are benevolentand 
ſincere, but animal nature 
weak and languid. 

29 After this be again left 
them, and fervently repeated 
the ſame prayer. 

40 On his return to them 
a ſecond time, he again found 
them ſunk in deep repoſe — 
for they were oppretied with 


fatigue, and were ſo over-. 


by MARK. 
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come with lleep that they 
were at a loſs what to reply. 
41 Retiring from them and 
praying, he came back rothem 
a third. time and faid—You 
may continue, your ſlumbers, 
and indulge an uninterrupted 
repoſe— for my conflict is o- 
ver—the moment in which I 
am to be ſeized is come — 


am inſtantly to be delivered 


into the hands of thoſe who 
have long thirſted for my 
blood. 
42 Riſe and let us 80 — 
the traitor is at hand. 
3 He had not pronounced 


all theſe words before Judas 


appeared, attended with a 
large body of ruffians, armed 
with ſwords and clubs, whom 
the high prieſts, ſcribes, and 
magiſtrates had hired for this 
purpoſe, 

44 The ſignal, which was 
murually agreed on was this 
— The perſon, ſaid Judas to 
them, whom I ſhall ſalute, is 
the man — The moment you 
ſee me do this, ſeize and ſe- 
cure him. 

45 Accordingly he ad- 
vanced up to him, and in 
the moſt reſpectful manner 
accoſted and ſaluted him. 

46 Upon which the rabble 
inſtantly ruſhed upon him and 
apprehended him. 

47 One of Jeſus*. compa- 
nions, ſeeing this violence, 
drew his ſword — aimed a 

blow 
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blow at the head of a flave 
belonging to the high prieſt 
Land cut off his ear. 
48 Jetus ſaid to thoſe who 
feized him — What induced 
you to trapan me, ke ſome 
notorious robber, in this clan- 
deſtine and outrageous man- 
ner? 8 


49 When I was every day 
inſtructing the people in the | 


temple, you made noattempts 
upon my perſon — But the 
ſcripture predictions concern- 
ing me muſt receive their ac- 
compliſnment. ; 
50 As ſoon as the diſciples 
ſaw their maſter in the power 
of the rabble, they all fled 
with the utmoſt precipitation. 
51 Among the companions 
of Jeſus was a young perſon, 
who was arrayed only in a 
looſe linen veſt: | | 
52 He being ſeized by 


the officers left his garment. 


in their 
eſcape. 15 | 
Kio Trnost who appre- 
hended Jefus, immediately 
carried him to the houſe of 
the high prieſt, where all the 
— clergy and magi- 
ates were convened. 

54 Peter followed the crowd 
at a diſtance, and entered with 
them into the hall of the high 
prieſt, where he mingled with 


hands, and made his 


merly uſed, ſaid, 
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| the ſervants, and fat down at 


the fire. * 
55 When Jeſus ſtood be- 


fore this aſſembly, they all 


ſtudied to ſuborn perſons to 
give in ſuch evidence as might 
render him obnoxious to ca- 
pital puniſnment but at firſt 
they were not able to procure 
8 VVV 
56 For tho' there were 
many perſons, who alledged 
againſt him crimes that were 
notorioufly falſe and unjuſt— 
yet what they ſpecified ap- 


peared too trifling and frivo- 


lous to condemn him to 
death. DE | 

57 After this certain per- 
ſons ſtood up, who maliciouſ- 
ly miſrepreſenting ſome ex- 
preſſions which he had for- 


58—We folemnly declare, 
that we once heard him utter 
theſe aſſertions ] will totally 
demoliſh this temple, which 
hath been conſtructed with 
ſuch infinite labour — and in 


three days time, unaſſiſted by 


any one, I will rear it up in 
all its former ſplendour and 
magnificence. 7 
59 But neither dq they 
deem this a ſufficient pretence 
for pronouncing the ſentence 
of death upon him. 
60 The high prieſts then 


© Toa. literally, were not an adequate pretence to give ſentence of death 


againſt him did not come up to the point, as we ſay, 


ſtood 
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ſtood up in the midſt of the 
aſſembly, and ſaid to Jeſus | 
Have you no apology to of- 

fer? - Why do not you vindi- 

cate yourſelf from the heavy 

charges, that are now brought 

agamſt you? 

61 But Jeſus knowing 
their determined reſolutions 
to ſhed his blood, kept a pro- 
found filence — The high 

rieſt, a ſecond time, ſolemn- 
y interrogated him and faid 
— Art thou the Meſſiah, the 
ſon of the ever bleſſed God? 

62 Jeſus ſaid — he was 
and added — you ſhall in no 
long time behold an illuſtri- 
ous proof that I am for you 
ſhall ſee me inveſted with 
matchleſs power, advanced 
to the higheſt dignity and 
glory, and riding in triumph: | 
ant majeſty on the clouds of 
heaven*. | 

63 The high prieſt upon 
hearing this ſprung from his 
ſeat rent his veſt—and ſaid 
to the aſſembly — What oc- 
caſion have we for farther 
evidence? | 
64 You have heard the 
blaſphemies he hath uttered 
What are your ſentiments ?. 
— The whole aſſembly de- 
clared with one unanimous 
voice, that he ought to die. 

65 The ſentence was no 
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began to treat him with the 
greateſt indignities they ſpit 
in his face - hood winked him 
— the high prieſts ſervants 
ſtruck him with their 'fiſts, 
and faid—Great prophet! de- 
clare the perfon's name, who 
Uruck yo 8 
$ — 66 Wulrx Peter was 
in the hall impatiently wait- 
ing for the event, one of the 
maid ſervants came up to 
him, | | | 
67 and after looking ear- 
neſtly at him, as he was warm- 
ing himſelf at the fire, ſaid 
Was not you one of the con- 
ſtant companions of Jeſus of 
Nazareth ? 7 
6 He declared in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that he never 
was, and that he did not 
know what ſhe meant — Go- 
ing after this into the court, 
the cock crew. 

69 Here another ſervant 
maid ſeeing him, faid to thoſe 
who ſtood by— That man was 
one of Jeſus? diſciples, 

70 He again peremptorily 
denied, that he ever was — 
upon which the people pre- 
lent gathering round him ſaid 
— Undoubtedly thou art — 
for thy diale& demonſtrates 
thee to be a Galilean. | 

71 He then began to bind 

himſelf with the moſt horrid 


looner paſſed, but the rabble 


f He refers to the deſtruction of 


imprecations and curſes, that 


eruſalem by the Romans. 


he 


— — — — — — ——— 
x 
, 


he did not perſonally know 


>——which inſtantly brought 
to his dee wharf 

ſus had ſaid a few hours be- 
fore —— that ere the cock 


priefts, the ſcribes, the ma- 
—and after binding Jeſus in 


vernour. 


of the Jews? — He anſwered 


began with great clamour 
and vehemence to accuſe him 
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he never had any connections 
with that man, and ſwore that 


him. 1 55 ; . N FA SPE. 
72 The cock crowed again 


E 


had crowed twice he ſhould 


ſolemnly deny that he ever 
knew him 
thought of this ruſhed into] 


: 


Soon as the 


his mind, he muffled up his 
head in his garments, and 
thed a flood of bitter tears. 


+ ba 


CHAP. XV. 
13 CO ON as the morn- 
S ing dawned, the high 


oY OY 


iſtrates, and all the San- 
1edrim aſſembled in council 


fetters, they carried him be- 
fore Pilate. the Roman go- 


2 Soon as he was brought 
into his preſence, Pilate ſaid 
to him — Art thou the king 


in the affirmative. _ 5 
3 The high prieſts then 


1 then ſolicit. 


to the procurator of many 
crimes and miſdemeanours. 
4 But Pilate obſerving that 
Jeſus continued ſilent, _— 
him — Why do not you vin- 
dicate yourſelf from the heavy 
charges that are. alledged. a- 
n 
5 But Jeſus ſtill maintain- 
ing a profound filence, the 
governour was aſtoniſhed at 
RS... 
6 It had been cuſtomary 
for the procurator to gratify 
the Jews at every paſſover 
with releaſing any one, priſo- 
ner, whoſe pardon they ſhould 
7 There happened at that 
time to be one Barabbas un- 
der confinement, together 
with his accomplices — who 
had a little before raiſed: an 
inſurrection in the ſtate, in 
which a great many cruelties 
and murders had been per- 
petrated. | 


8 When, therefore, the 


people, according to the cul- 


tom he had introduced, be- 
gan to ſupplicate the uſual 
tavour : 5 Fo 
9 Pilate replied — Shall I 
gratify you with N the 


perſon who ſtiles himſelf your 


ing? 
king! 


e This is a juſt tranſlation of the Greek. The following is a parallel 
paſſage. When Cato ſaw a thouſand citizens dead on the field, he 
covered his face with his gown and wept. AmTnafer eyrnavauerC ual 


aeradarpoe;. Plutarch Ceſar, p. 


5 ; 


1334. Edit. Steph. 1655 
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10 For he was conſcious 
that it was only their impla- 
cable malice, which had in- 
ſtigated them to theſe "ery 

I | royalty; they proſtrated them - 


ceedings againſt him. 
11 But the high prieſts 
urge the people to requeſt 
bim to releaſe Barabbas. 
12 The governour then aſk- 
ed them—what they were de- 


firous he ſhould” do with the 


perſon who had aſſumed r 
title of their king? 

1 Immediately all the po- 
pulace with loud and vehe- 
ment clamours cried out — 
let him be crucified. | 

14 Pilate aſked them, what 
crime he had committed, that 
deſerved capital puniſhment! 1 
But they with a ſtill louder 
and more violent vociferation 
roared out — crucify him! 

15 The governour, ſtudi 
ous to conciliate the eſteem 
and fayour of the people, 
yielded to their reiterated en · 
treaties, and releaſed Barab- 


bas He then ſentenced Je- 


{us to be firſt ſcourged, and 
afterwards Wagen to the 
croſs. | 
$—16 Avren this, his 
guards took him into the 
Prætorium, and called bogss 
ther the whole cohort. 
17 The Roman ſoldiers; 
being here collected, arrayed 
him in a purple robe, and 
9 a wreath of thorns 
"T's IE 
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Fs the form of a diadem, 'rhiey 


fixed it upon his head. 
18 Having inveſted him 
with theſe badges of mock 


ſelves at his feet, and cried 
Long live the illuſtrious king 
of Judza! | 

r9 They then ſtruck him 
on the head with a cane 
ſpit in his face — and amidſt 
this wanton inſolence would: 


at times fall on their knees, 


and pay him mock adoration. 

20 After they had thus 
made him the ſubject of e- 
very inſult and indignity; 
they diveſted him of the pur- 


ple robe, and putting on him 


his own cloaths, they con- 
ducted him from the Præto- 
rium to the place or cruci- 
fixion. 

21 In' their way, pn 
ing to meet one Simon of 
Cyrene, as he was coming 
from the country, the fa- 
ther of Alexander and Ru- 
fus, they obliged him to car- 
ry the croſs. 

22 The place to irhicti 
they conducted him, was 
from the execution of cri 


minals called Golgotha, which 


tranſlated ſignifies a /ull. | 


23 When they arrived here 
they offered him a ſtupefy- 


ing potion, a compoſition of 
myrrh and Wine——bur' he re- 
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24 After they had nailed 
him to the croſs they divided 
his cloaths into ſeparate par- 
cels, and caſt lots for them. 
23 It was nine o'clock in 
the morning when they nail- 
ed him to the croſs. | 
26 Over his head they 
fixed up this inſcription, im- 
preg the crime for which 
e ſuffered — THE KING or 
THE JEWS. | | 
27 On each ſide of him were 
alſo crucified two thieves. 
28 So that the following 
antient prediction was re- 
markably accompliſhed 
«© He made his exit, con- 
founded with the wicked.” 
| 2 
hed paſſed by the place, 
loaded him with the molt a- 


buſive language, contemptu- 


ouſly ſhaking their heads, and 


ſaying—O thou, who could- 


eſt demoliſh the temple, and 
rear it up again in three days 
in all its ſplendour! 


30 Come now deliver thy- 


ſelf from death! Let us ſee 
thee deſcend from thy crols ! 
31 In the ſame opprobrious 
manner, the high prieſts and 
the ſcribes mocked and de- 
rided him, faying—He, who 
reſcued ſo many others, 4s he 
not able to reſcue himſelf, 
from-death? _ 

32 Let us now ſce the illuſ- 
trious Meſſiah, the powerful 
monarch of Iſrael, deſcend 
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from the croſs, and we will 
credit his pretenſions — His 
fellow ſufferers too upbraid- 
ed him in the ſame petulant 
manner. m 
$—33 AT twelve o'clock, 
the whole land of Judæa was 
ſuddenly enveloped in dark- 
neſs, which continued till 
three in the afternoon. _ 
34 At three o'clock Jeſus 
recited the following paſſage 
of ſcripture with a loud and 
ſtrong voice Eloi, Eloi, la- 
ma ſabachthani—which tranſ- 
lated ſignifies — O my God! 
my God! why haſt thou a- 
bandoned me TY 
35 Some who were pre- 
ſent, hearing him' utter theſe 
words, ſaid Hark ! He 
calls upon Elias to ſave him 
36 One of the guards then 
ran, dipped a ſpunge in vi- 
negar, fixed it to a reed, and 
reached it to him to drink 
ſaying, let us ſee whether 
Elias will deſcend from hea- 
ven to take him from the 
croſs. 1 8 5 75 
37 Soon after this Jeſus 
uttered a loud and vehement 
vociferation, and expired. 
38 Immediately the great 
| veil, which divided the holy 
of holies from the ſanctuary, 
was violently. torn aſunder, 
from the top to the bottom. 
39 When the Roman cen- 
turion, who was appointed to 
keep guard, and who was a 


witneſs 
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witneſs of the whole ſcene, 
beheld the manner in which 
he made his exit, and obſerv- 
ed with what a loud vehe- 
mence he exclaimed, the mo- 
ment before he departed—he 
was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, 
and ſaid — Surely this perſon 
was the offspring of a God! 
40 There were, moreover, 
ſeveral women, who ſtood at 
ſome diſtance, and were ſpec- 
tators of every thing that 
paſſed — among theſe were 
Mary Magdalene, another 
Mary the mother of James 
and Joſes, and Salome. 

41 Theſe had accompa- 


nied him in his ſeveral tours | 
the tomb. | 


through Galilee, and had con- 
tributed to his maintenance 
here were alſo among 
them ſeveral other women, 
who had attendedihim in his 
laſt journey up to Jeruſalem. 


next day being the Jewiſh 
ſabbath) | 

43 one Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, a member of the San- 


hedrim, and a perſon of a 


moſt amiable character, who 
was impatiently expecting the 
erection of the Meſſiah's king- 
dom, went with an undaunt- 
ed reſolution to Pilate, and 
begged he would give him 
the body of Jeſus. 

44 The procurator appear- 
ed ſurprized, and could hard- 
ly be induced to believe that 
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he was dead ſo ſoon — till 
ſending for the centurion he 
aſked, whether he had ex- 
pired. Te | 

45 The officer aſſuring him 


that he had breathed his laſt, 


he ordered that the body 
ſhould be delivered to Jo- 
ſeph. i 

46 This gentleman taking 
the corpſe down from the 


croſs, ſwathed it in fine linen, 


and interred it in a monu- 
ment, which he had dug out 
of the ſolid rock, and in which 
he deſigned his own remains 


| ſhould be depoſited He then 


rolled a large ſtone to block 
up and ſecure the entrance of 


47 Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of Joſes ſaw 


him employed in this pious 
office, and remarked the place 
where he was repoſitet. 


 $—42 In the evening (the 
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1 C OON as the ſabbath 


was paſt, Mary Mag- 
dalene, Mary the Mother of 
James, and Salome, bought 
a large quantity of aromatic 
ſpices to'embalm him, 

2 And very early on the 
firſt day of the week, they 
ſet out in a body for the ſe- 
pulchre — the rays of the ri- 
ling ſun now {treaking the 


edge of the horizon. 


3 As they went they ſaid 
M 2 one 
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one to another Whom ſhall 


we procure to roll away the 
ſtone, that blocks up the en- 
trance of the tomb. 

4 But upon their arrival 
they ſoon obſerved that the 
immenſe ſtone had already 
been removed from the mouth 


of the ſepulchre. 


5 This allowing them a 


free paſſage, they immediately 
entered the monument— but 
were greatly . frighted with 
the apparition of an- angel 


in the form of a young per- 
ſon, who ſat on their right 


hand, arrayed in a long white 
tranſparent ſtole. | 
6 The angel then ſpoke to 
them and ſaid — Be not inti- 
midated — You are ſeek ing 
for the body of Jeſus of Na- 
Zareth who was lately cruci- 
fied — he is not here — he is 
riſen from the dead ap- 


proach and view the place | 


where they depoſited his 
corple. | EE 
7 And do you inſtantly go, 
and inform Peter and the reſt 
of the diſciples, that he is ad- 


vancing before them into Ga- | 


lilee, where he will .exhibit 
himſelf alive before them, 
and converſe with them, as 
he formerly aſſured them. 


8 Immediately they iſſued 
out of the tomb, and ran with 
the greateſt precipitation — 
agitated with the moſt tumul- 
tuous paſſions, aſtoniſhment, 
terrour, and ecſtacy, which 
now ſtruggled in their bo- 
ſoms. ey” 2-1 
$—9 AFTER his reſurrec- 
tion, the very firſt perſon that 
he appeared to was Mary 
Magdalene, whom he had 
formerly cured of the moſt 
raging and dreadful mad- 
mc: SU | 
10 She went directly to the 
diſciples, who were now la- 
menting, and inconſolable for 
his death. 5 
11 When ſhe acquainted 
them that he was really re- 
ſtored to life, and that ſhe 
had herſelf an ocular demon- 
ſtration of it; they could not 
believe it. 5 
12 After this as two of 
them were walking into the 
country, he appeared to them 
in the form of a ſtranger — 
and at laſt diſcovered himſelf 
to them. 
13 But when they went 
and told the reſt, that they 
had certainly ſeen him, they 
could not convince them. 


14 Afterwards he ſhowed 


n The number /ever in the Jewiſh idiom was uſed as a ſuperlative, and 


to denote a large indeterminate number. Conſult Gen. xxx1ii. 3. Pſalm, 


xii. 6. Pf. cxix. 164. Deut. xxviii. 7. 1 Sam. ii. 5. The number ten is 


thus uſed in latin authors. See Ovid Triſt. L. 1. El. ii. 50. 


himſelf 


Chap. xvi. 
himſelf to all the eleven dif. 


ciples, as they were fitting 


together at table, and up-| 


braided them with their 1n- 
credulity and ſtupid inſenſi- 
bility—— ſeverely reproving 
them for not crediting the' re- 
ports of thoſe who had ſeen 
him ſoon after his reſurrec- 
'* {1 Th 

15 Finally, he ſaid to them 
— Go into all the nations of 
the world, and proclaim the 
glad tidings of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom to the whole crea- 
tion. 1 2246 

16 He who is convinced by 
its evidence, and by baptiſm 
ſolemnly lays himſelf under 
an obligation to live accord- 
ing to his profeſſion, ſhall be 
faved — but he who diſbe- 
lieves and rejects it, ſhall be 
condemned. | be 

17 Thoſe who ſincerely be- 
lieve the goſpel, ſhall be en- 
abled to exert the following 
miraculous gifts — I will en- 
dow them with power to e- 
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ject demons, and fluently to 


165 


ſpeak languages they never 
learned : | 
18 They ſhall play with 
venomous ſerpents, unhurt 
— the moſt fell poiſon, that 


they may drink, ſhall not in 


the leaſt affect and injure 
them — they ſhall inſtanta- 


neouſly, by a ſingle touch, 


reſtore the indiſpoſed to per- 
fect health. 

19 After Jeſus had ſpoken 
theſe words, he viſibly aſcend- 
ed to heaven and was there 
advanced, by the ſupreme Fa- 
ther of all, to the moſt emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſhed dig- 
nity. * DO, | 

20 The diſciples, accord- 
ing to his laſt directions, went 


from Jeruſalem- into every * 


country, and promulgated the 
goſpel in every region, into 
which they travelled —— 
the Lord powerfully co- 
operating with them, and 
conſtantly ratifying the doc- 
trines they delivered by the 
moſt illuſtrious and incon- 


| teſtable miracles. 


| | £ 

i From this circumſtance it appears either that Mark did not write his 
goſpel ſo ſoon as hath been generally imagined ; or, that this verſe was 
added after the author's deceaſe, as many of the /aft verſes of the books 
of the Old Teſtament undoubtedly were. | 
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HISTORY or JESUS 


B y 


I. 


S there have been ſe- 

'veral perſons who 
have compiled and publiſhed 
to the world hiſtorical ac- 
counts of thoſe celebrated 
tranſactions, for the veracity 
of which we have ſuch ample 
and undoubted evidence; 
2 having been furniſhed 
with materials by thoſe per- 
ſons, who were not only 
preachers of Chriſtianity, but 
from the beginning were eye- 
witneſſes of the facts them- 
ſelves: | 

3 after their example I too, 

O moſt illuſtrious Theophilus, 
after having diligently ex- 
amined into theſe events, and 
accurately inveſtigated them 
to their ſource, have judged 
it proper to digeſt them into 
a regular and connected nar- 
ration, and to exhibit them 
before you 


1 


4 in order that you may 
ſee on what a firm and un- 


the 


| 


[ 
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ſhaken baſis that religious 
ſyſtem is ſupported, into the 
doctrines of which you have 
been carefully initiated. 

5 In THz days of Herod 
the Great, the ſovereign of 
Judea, there lived a certain 
prieſt called Zacharias, be- 
longing to the eighth weekly 
claſs of Abia — his wife Eli- 
ſabeth was alſo a deſcendant 
of Aaron. 

6 They both were ochfons 
of 'the moſt amiable charac- 
ters, poſſeſſed of unſpotted 
virtue and integrity, paying 
an uniform and conſcientious 
obedience. to all the moral 
and ceremonious injunctions 
of the law. 

7 Their mutual happineſs 
was only allayed by the ſte- 
rility of Eliſabeth, and by 
conſiderations on "their ad- 
vanced age, which had now 
precluded the pleaſing hope 
of their ever being blefled 
with children. 


8 As this perſon was one 
day 


Chap. i. 


day diſcharging the appoint- 
ed offices of his miniſtry in 
the temple, 

9 it being his lot, accord- 
ing to the regulation of the 
prieſthood, to ſprinkle in- 
cenſe on the ſacred altar: | 
10 It happened, as he was 
in the ſanctuary devoutly en- 
gaged in this holy employ- 
ment, and the aſſembled mul- 
titude ſtood in the court of 
the temple, offering their fer- 
vent ſupplications to heaven, 

11 that a celeſtial meſſen- 
ger, in a glorious form, ſud- 
denly appeared to him, and 
ſtood on the right ſide of the 
altar, as he was officiating. 

12 So amazing a ſight at 
once ſuſpended all his facul- 
ties, and ſtruck him with fear 
and terror unutterable. 

13 The heavenly form then 
with a placid countenance ad- 
dreſſed him and ſfaid—Zacha- 
rias ! diſpel thy fears !—Thy 
prayer hath been accepted — 
thy wife Eliſabeth ſhall bear 
thee a ſon, whom thou ſhalt 
call Fohn. 

14 His birth will not fill 
thy boſom only with the pur- 


eſt tranſports, but the public 


alſo will ſhare in thine ecſtatic 
raptures. 

15 For he ſhall become a 
truly great and illuſtrious 
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perſonage, will through the 
whole of life practiſe the moſt 
ſevere and rigid abſtinence, 
and in his early years ſhall be 
inſpired with the divine af- 
flatus. | 
16 By the exerciſe of his 
prophetic gifts, and the diſ- 
charge of his diſtinguiſhed 
miniſtry, will he reclaim thou- 
ſands of the Jews from their 
vices, and powerfully induce 


them to obey the divine com- 


mands. : | 
17 By this general refor- 


mation, which he ſhall intro- 


duce and execute with the 
ſame ardent ſpirit and zeal 
which formerly actuated E- 
lias—he will again conciliate 
to the Jews the alienated af- 
fections of their holy proge- 
nitors - and by reducing the 
wicked and depraved to vir- 
tue and obedience, will pre- 
pare the Jewiſh nation for 
the reception of the Meſſiah. 
18 Zacharias ſaid unto the 
angel, By what proof ſhall I 
be convinced of the certainty - 
of what you predict, ſince I 
am an old man, and my wife 
allo is ſo far advanced in 
years? | 
19 I am Gabriel, replied 


the angel, who am one of 


the moſt illuſtrious of the 


heavenly ſpirits , and have 


| k To /ee the face of a prince and to be in his preſence, is an eaſtern idiom 


importing the moſt illuſtrious and di 
and the note there, Eſther, i. 14. 
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gnified ſtations. Sce Mat. xviii. 10. 


been 
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been delegated by the Su- 


preme to communicate to 
thee theſe joyiul events: 
20 But ſince thou wert not 


diſpoſed to credit theſe pre- 
dictions, which I was com- 
miſſioned to impart to thee 


— thou ſhalt be rendered in- 
capable of ſpeaking a word 
till the time of their accom- 
pliſnment. 

$—21 Dvkixs this tranſ- 
_a&tion the people waited in 
the court of the temple—— 
wondering, what could have 


induced Zacharias to ſtay ſo] 


long in the ſanctuary beyond 
the uſual time. 

22 But when he came out 
to pronounce the uſual bene- 
diction and diſmiſs them — 
he found the faculty of ſpeech 
entirely ſuſpended—he made 
ſigns to them, by which they 
underſtood that he had ſeen 
a viſion in the temple. 
$—23 Wren the courſe of 
his — according to 
the regular preſcribed order 


which had been long eſtab- 


liſhed, was fulfilled — Za- 
charias quitted the city and 
returned to his own houſe. 
24 Soon after this his wife 
Eliſabeth conceived — but 
concealed her pregnancy from | 
the world five months, 
23 bleſſing God for his 


ſingular benignity to her in 


giving her a child, and wip- [ 
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ing away her diſhonour and 


reproach among men. 

$—26 In the ſixth month 
of Eliſabeth's pregnancy God 
deputed the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth a Town in Galilee, 

27 commanding him to 
viſit a certain virgin, whoſe 
name was Mary, "who had 
been eſpouſed to one Joſeph, 
a deſcendent from David. 

28 Accordingly the angel 


entered the houſe in which 


ſhe. reſided, and thus accoſt- 
ed her — Hail! O thou diſ- 
tinguiſhed favourite of hea- 
ven, Hail! — The ſupreme 


Jehovah deigns to ſelect thee 


as the object of his love! 
In happineſs art thou 
infinitely exalted above all 
thy ſex! _ 

29 The appearance and 
meſſage of the angel filled 
her with the laſt terror and 
perturbation——revolving in 
her mind what fo extraordi- 
nary a falutation could im- 

port 

30 While ſhe was anxi- 
ouſly indulging theſe reflec- 
tions the angel reſumed — 
Baniſh thy fears—the bleſſed 
God hath moſt highly diſtin- 
guiſhed thee, and wall confer 
upon thee the greateſt ho- 
nours, that can be enjoyed, 

31 for thou ſhalt immedi- 
ately conceive, and bear a ſon, 


whom thou ſhalt call _ 
32 Ho 
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32 He ſhall be tranſcend- 
ently illuſtrious and great, 


and be denominated the ſon 


of the ſupreme and ever- bleſ- 
ſed God — The moſt High 
will advance him to the 
throne of his 1 Progeni- 
tor David, 

33 and he ſhall ſway the 
Jewiſh ſceptre and govern the 
race of Jacob for ever, and 
his kingdom ſhall be without 
limits and without end. 

34 Mary then ſaid to the 

angel Ho is it poſſible that 
I, who am as yet a ſtranger 
to conjugal embraces, ſhould 
conceive, and give birth to 
the illuſtrious "perſon. you 
mention? 

35 The celeſtial meſſenger 
replied - Thy pregnancy ſhall 

be effected by the miraculous 
operation of the divine ſpirit, 
whoſe powerful influence will | 
immediately communicate life 
and exiſtence on which ac- 
count thy ſacred offspring 

ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by | the 

_ peculiar appellation of the 
Son of God. 

36 And in order that thou 
mayeſt moſt certainly con- 


clude that theſe grand events 


will be accompliſhed—be aſ- 
ſured, that Eliſabeth thy re- 
lation is advancing in her 
pregnancy, and will have a 
ſon in her old age; for ſhe, 

who hath ſo long been reput- | 
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ed barren, is now ſix months | 


gone with child. 


wer 
18 able to effect the greateſt 
impoſſibilities. 

38 Mary replied—Behold? ! 
I ſubmit my will to the di- 
vine—May I be crowned with 
that ſingular felicity you pre- 
diet The angel then diſ- 
appeared. | 

$ — 39 Maxx being thus 
informed by the angel, of E- 
liſabeth's conceprion, haſten- 
ed to the mountainous coun- 
try, and entering the houſe 
where Zacharias dwelled, 

40 went directly to Flifa- 
beth, and congratulated her 
upon her pregnancy. 

41 In the midſt of theſe 


37 For the divine po 


joyful gratulations the babe 


of Eliſabeth violently moved 


and leaped, as if affected with 


{ympatheric tranſport — Eh- 


ſabeth then was inſtantly fil- 
led with the divine afflatus, 


the babe o 


42 and with ecſtatic tranſ- 
ports ſhe cried out in a loud 
exclamation Bleſſed art thou 
ſex ! Bleſſed is 
which thou art 
now pregnant! 

43 What aſtoniſhing con- 
deſcenſion is this, that the 
mother of the Mefliah thus 
deigns to viſit me 

44 Amazing circumſtance! 
the moment thou didſt feli- 
citate me, my babe, as if 

rranſported 


above all th 
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tranſported with the glorious 


proſpect, ſprung with rapture 


within me! 
45 Thrice happy art thou, 


who didſt not diſtruſt the di- 
vine mefſage—for every cir- 
cumſtance, that hath been 
mentioned, the divine vera- 
"city will moſt certainly ac- 
compliſh. 

46 Then Mary in a reli- 
gious ecſtacy cried out—My | 


foul with reverence adores 


my Creator ! 
47 and all my Faculties 
with tranſport join in cele- 


brating the goodneſs of God 
my ſaviour! 

48 who hath in ſo ſignal a 
manner condeſcended to re- 
gard my obſcure and hum- 
ble ſtation — Tranſcendent 
goodneſs ! every future age 


will now conjoin in celebrat- 
ing we dflinguiſhed r | 
neſs 


49 For ever adored be the | 


- matchleſs goodneſs of that 


omnipotent Being, who hath 
deigned to confer upon me 
an honour ſo illuſtrious and 
divine! 

50 His ſupreme benignity 


to thoſe who obey him will 


ever continue immutable and 


infinite thro? all the revolving 


ages of time and eternity. 


51 How irreſiſtible is his 


potent arm! How are the in- 


ſolent and towering imagina- 
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tions of the opulent and haugh- 
ty cruſhed in a moment! 


52 From the proud mo- 


narch he tears his diadem, 


and fixes it upon the brow of 


— — — 


humble and obſcure virtue. 
353 He degrades the rich 
and inſolent to penury and 
wretchedneſs, and elevates 
oppreſſed and ſuffering merit 
to opulence and dignity. 

54 He hath powerfully 
\ſupported the linking ſtate of 
 Ifrael, 

55 continuing to us that 
mercy and benevolence, which 
he ſhewed to Abraham and 
his deſcendents—— and will 
amply fulfil thoſe promiſes, 
which he made to our great 
and holy anceſtors. 

56 Mary after having ſtaid 
with her about three months 
returned home. 

$—57 Tre period of Eli- 
ſabeth's pregnancy was now 
completed — and ſhe was de- 
livered of a ſon. 

58 The joyful news ſoon 
reached all her relations and 
neighbours — who haſted to 
' congratulate her on that diſ- 
tinguiſhed happineſs that hea- 
ven had ſhown her. 

59 The eighth day being 
come, on which according to 
the Jewiſh cuſtom the child 
was to be circumciſed, their 
friends and acquaintance. all 
met — intending to call him 


e 
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Zacharias after the name of 
this father: 

60 But Eliſabeth oppoſed 
them, ſaying, He ſhall be 
called John. 

61 Againſt this they re- 
 monſtrated—exprefling their 
aſtoniſhment, that ſhe ſhould 
chooſe a name which none of 
her relations bore. 

62 They intimated to the 
father their embarraſſment, 
and deſired him to fix on a 
name. 

63 He then by ſigns aſk- 
ed for a writing tablet — in 
which he wrote his name; at 
the ſame time ſaying with an 
articulate voice—He ſhall be 
called 7obn — They were all 
ſeized with aſtoniſhment, 

64 for his ſpeech was in- 
ſtantaneouſiy reſtored, and 
with diſtinct accents he paid 
his pious and grateful ac- 
| knowledgments to heaven. 

65 Theſe myſterious events 
excited religious awe and re- 
verence in the whole neigh- 

bourhood and in all the 
mountainous country of Ju- 
dea was the fame of theſe 
amazing tranſactions ſoon dif- 
fuſed: 

66 And all who heard this 
uncommon relation anxiouſly 
revolved all the circumſtances 
of it in their minds ſaying, 
What a great and eminent 
perſonage will this child be, 
who is 2 miraculouſly diſ- 
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tinguiſhed! — The child ex- 
hibited early and convinct 
proofs to every ſpectator that 
God was its guardian and 
friend. 

67 Zacharias was then ſeiz- 
ed with a divine afflatus, and 
uttered the following ſublime 
prophetic ſtrains — 

68 For ever bleſſed be the 
ſupreme Jehovah, the benign 
guardian of Iſrael, for plan- 
ning ſuch a gracious ſcheme 
of redemption for his favou- 
rite nation, 

69 by mercifully raiſing 
ſuch a potent and illuſtrious 
deliverer for us in the family 
of David! 

70 In how ſignal a manner 


is he now accompliſhing thoſe 


tranſporting aſſurances, which 
he commiſſioned his holy pro- 
phets, at various times, ever 
ſince the beginning of the 


| world, to communicate to his 


people— 

71 that he would cruſh the 
power of all our inveterate 
foes, and vindicate us into 
perfect freedom and liberty : 

72—that he would accom- 
pliſh that gracious promiſe, 
which he made to our an- 
{tors : 

73— and fulfil every en- 
gagement of that covenant, 
which he eſtabliſhed with A- 
braham our great progenitor, 
and ratified by the moſt ſo- 


lemn oath : 
74 Exhi- 
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74 Exhibiting before them 
the joyful proſpect of that 
happy time, when he would 
completely reſcue us from 
the power of our adverſaries, 


and d reinſtate us in ſuch tran- 


quility and peace, that we 
might, in undiſturbed repoſe, 
ſerve him without ſlaviſh fear, 


75 and ſpend the reſidue 


of our lives in the aſſiduous 
cultivation and purſuit of 
univerſal holineſs and virtue. 

76 And thou, O illuſtrious 
babe, ſhalt ſoon be diſtin- 
guiſhed as a moſt eminent 
prophet — for thou ſhalt be 
the immediate predeceſſor of 


the Meſſiah, to prepare the | 


world for his reception : | 
77 and thine appointed of- 
fice will be to publiſh to man- 
kind forgiveneſs of fins upon 
ſincere - repentance, and to 
proclaim the ſpeedy erection 
of the Meſſiah's kingdom. 

78 Theſe bleſſings are o- 
riginally derived to us from 
the unexhauſted fountain of 
the Divine benignity—which 
hath now cauſed this bright 
refulgent ſun to riſe upon the 


— 


world, and to bleſs us with 
its mild refreſning beams, 

79 diſpelling that gloomy 
darkneſs, in which mankind 
have been ſo long enveloped, 
and by its ſalutary rays clear- 
ly diſcovering to us the path 
that conducts to virtue and 
happineſs. | 

$—80 Tux child ſoon diſco- 
vered an uncommon ſtrength 
and vigour of underſtanding 
— but reſided in the deſarts 
of Judæa *till the time that 
his public miniſtry com- 
menced. 


„ ee . 


1 BO UT that time an 
edict was publiſhed 
by Auguſtus Cæſar that a 
general cenſus. ſhould be 
made throughout the whole 
extent of, JUdeds. 1: 
2 This was the Firſt i cen- 
ſus — and was executed by 
Quirinius the prefect of Sy- 
ria. . 
In conſequence of this 
edict all repaired to the 


towns to which they reſpec- 


I Tt was the fi that Quirinius executed for he executed one after- 
awards, when he was prefect of Syria, which cauſed a rebellion.— The 
word aroypactax here uſed by Luke does not merely ſignify to tar, but 
to enroll, regiſter, record Xerxes before the engagement ſet a number of 
writers upon an eminence amoYpageaX Kare Hayy Ta Te T4 
to regiſter the particular tranſactions of the fight — When Emilius was 
cenſor there were enrolled ereypaarrc, &. Plutarch Themiſt. p. 216. 


and Æmilius, 502. Edit. Steph. 


m This was done in order to prevent confuſion in taking the cenſus. 
Poſthumius the Conſul ifſued a public edict that all the Latin allies in 
ſuis civitatibus cenſerentur. Livii, Lib. 42. Tom. 3. p. 50%. Edit. Elz. 


4 


tively 


G -* 
tively belonged, in order to 
be enrolled in the public re- 


giſter. | 
pe” Among others Joſeph 


went from Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, to Bethlehem the 
place of David's Nativity, as 
he was a deſcendent from that 
prince, 

ß to be enrolled along with 


Mary to whom he had been 
the city of David, the Sa- 
viour the great Meſſiah— 
is born! 


eſpouſed and who was then 
far advanced in her preg- 
nancy. 


6 During their continuance | 


here, the time of her delivery 
approached, ou 
7 and ſhe brought forth a 


ſon — whom ſhe twathed — 
but was obliged to repoſit | 


him in a manger—being un- 
able to procure accommoda- 
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approach which filled them 


with the laſt conſternation. 


tion in the inn, by reaſon of 


the vaſt concourſe of people, 
with which the town at that 
time was crowded. - 


$—8 Ir happened that 


there were in the adjacent 
fields a company of ſhepherds, 
employing the hours of night 

uarding their reſpective 
focks. 


9 But behold ! while they 
were thus occupied—a moſt 
glorious and inexpreſſible 
ſplendour * inſtantaneouſly 
lurrounded them — and they 
law a bright heavenly form 


| 


+ 


| 
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10 The angel then ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to them and 


faid — Diſpel your terrors 
for I am commiſſioned to 
report to you a moſt joyful 


and tranſporting event, in. 


_ | which the whole world is 
'1ntereſted ! 


11 For this very day, in 


12 By theſe tokens you 
may eaſily diſtinguiſh the il- 
luſtrious babe—You will find 


him ſwathed, and depoſited 


in a manger.” 


13 The ant ended and 
was inſtantly joined by my- 
riads of celeſtial ſpirits, who 
celebrated the divine benig- 


[nity in the moſt ſublime and 


rapturous ſtrains—repeating, 

14 O let the higheſt an- 
gelic orders hymn the praiſe 
of God! O what happineſs 
hath now bleſſed the world! 
O what ineffable benevolence 
is now expreſſed towards 
men! 

15 Soon as the heavenly 
choir diſappeared, the ſhep- 
herds ſaid one to another 


Let us immediately go to 


Bethlehem, and be eye-wit- 
neſſes of this grand event, 


n In the original the glory of the Lora=—of the Lord being the Hebrew ß 


{uperlative. See * 76. 


which | 
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tient ſteps to the town where 
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ing in a manger. _ 
17 Soon as they had ſeen | 


ed to them concerning the 
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x9 But Mary in filent re- 
flection revolved the ſhep- 


tom, he was circumciſed — 
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which God hath been pleaſed 
in this ſignal manner to com- 
municate to us. | 
16 Accordingly they all 
haſted with rapid and impa- 


they ſoon found Mary and 
Joſeph anxiouſly watching o- 
ver the infant, which was ly- 


the infant, they publickly re- 
ported every circumſtance 
which the angel had recount- 


child. 

18 And all, who heard the 
account which theſe ſhep- 
herds gave of that amazing 
ſcene of which they had been 
ſpectators, were filled with 
extreme aſtoniſhment. 


herds* words in her mind— 
comparing this recent event 
with former tranſactions of a 
ſimilar miraculous nature. 
20 The ſhepherds, after 
having publiſhed a detail of 
the viſion, returned — cele- 
brating with great emotion 
the praiſes of God for the 
great event they had ſeen, 
and for his condeſcenſion in 
informing them of it in ſo il- 
luſtrious a manner. | 
$—21 On the eighth day 
according to the Jewiſh cuſ- 


of JzsUs Chap. ii. 


the name which the angel had 
given him before his concep- 
tion. 

22 And when the time ap- 
pointed in the law for the pu- 
rification of women after child- 
birth was completed they 
carried the babe into the tem- 
ple, to make the cuſtomary 
dedication of him to God. 

23 For the law preſcribes 
that every firſt- born male 
child ſhall be folemnly conſe- 
crated to God. 8 | 

24 Mary therefore offered 
a couple of young pigeons— 
the uſual oblation of the poor- 
er ſort upon this occaſion... 

$—25 AT this time there 
was at Jeruſalem one Simeon, a 
perſon of eminent plety and 
diſtinguiſhed virtue, who was 
endowed with the gift of pro- 
phecy, and who had lived for 
ſome time in ardent expecta- 
tion of ſeeing the Meſſiah 
uſhered into the world. 

26 Theſe his expectations 
were founded on a divine aſ- 
ſurance, that he ſhould live 
to ſee this grand and glorious 
event. 335 
27 This holy perſon, while | 
the parents of Jeſus were em- 
ployed in preparing the cuſ- 
tomary oblation, by a prophe- 
tic impulſe and direction came 
into the temple, 

28 and advancing up to 
them, took the child—folded 


and they called him Jzsvs, 
| | 


him in his arms—and with re- 
= ligious 


ſiah! | 


ligious tranſport poured out 
his gratitude to God—laying, 
29 O God! thy 
to me is amply fulfilled !— 
I now quit the port of hu- 
man life with ſatisfaction and 
Joy! 
30. 


EY 


ſince thou haſt indulg- 


ed mine eyes with ſo divine 


a ſpectacle, as the great Meſ- 
31 Whom thou haſt now 
ſent into the world to bleſs 
mankind— 25 

32 to impart happineſs to 
Hrael, and to diffuſe ſacred 
light. among the benighted 
Heathens ! 1115 

33 The actions and lan- 
guage of this good man filled 
Joſeph and Mary with ex- 
treme aſtoniſhment. ___ 

34 Simeon then ſolemnly 
gave the infant his benedicti- 


on and ſaid to Mary, This 


child is appointed of God to 
be the great teſt of the moral 
diſpoſitions of the Jews ——- 
Many will accordingly em- 
brace, and many will reject 
him—he will be the common 


promiſe 


| extreme old age 4 
| been married 1n early life, but 
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ed and depraved will direct 
all their malice and calumny: 
35 And the cruel miſeries 
and ſufferings, in which they 
will involve him, will yield 
thee the accuteſt ſorrows, and 


like a dart? transfix and tear 


thy hreaſt.. 


$—36 Turk was in the 


city a propheteſs called An- 
na, the daughter of Phanuel, 


belonging to the tribe of A- 
ſer, who was oppreſſed with 
She had 


had loſt her huſband ſeven 
years after her marriage. 
37 This widow, having 
now attained her eightyfourth 
year, had conſtantly attended 
the ſervice of the temple, and 
was a moſt eminent pattern 
of fervent devotion and the 
ſtricteſt holineſs 1444 
38 This perſon coming into 
the temple at the ſame time, 
poured forth in an ecſtacy of 
Joy, her warmeſt gratitude to 
God, for indulging her with 
a ſight of the Meſſiah—and 
repreſented that child as the 


butt » to which the prejudic- 


N 


| 


oreat redeemer to all who 


e The word Een ſignifies a mark at which men Shoot, or throw. s 
* Poppzre ſigniſies a dart or pear. 
QAquaque, nec ferro brevior nec romphea ligno. 


Valer. Flac. Argon. Lib. 6. 


In the catalogue of weapons H. Gellius mentions this word—ſpelling it 


in latin, rumpiæ on which TH, 
A. Gellius Var®. 562, ; 
| 33 | 


note is —Propriè erat haſtilis genus. 


were 
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were at that time ardently ex- 


pecting his appearance *. 
$—39 JosgpRH and Mary 


after they had performed all 
the rites, which the law pre- 


{cribed, returned to Nazareth 


in Galilee. 


40 As the child grew up 
he ſoon diſplayed uncommon 
abilities, and a penetration 


and widom greatly ſuperiour 


to his years—there was alſo a 
divine beauty and grace dif- 


fuſed over his perſon *. 


— 


41 His parents conſtantly 


took a journey every year to 


the capital at the feaſt of the 
paſſover. 5 | 
42 When he had attained 
his twelfth year, therefore, 
they went up to the city, as 
uſual, to celebrate this ſo- 
lemnity—and took him with 
them — _ 
43 When the feſtival was 
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ended, his parents ſet our up- 


on their journey into the coun- 


try—not knowing that their 
ſon ſtayed behind in the city. 
44 For they concluded that 
he was gone down with the 
company among whom he had 
travelled up to the metro 
lis — but when they had ad- 
vanced a day's journey, and 
made anxious enquiry after 
him among all their friends 
and acquaintance, | 
45 without being able to 
get any information where he 
was—they returned with the 
moſt painful ſolicitude to the 
city—ſpending three days in 


fruitleſs ſearch of him. 


46 At laſt they found him 
in one of the courts of the 
temple, fitting among the 


learned rabbies — ſtudiouſly 


liſtening to their inſtructions, 


"and debating with them : 


- 
„ 


1 How general this expeQation was, appears from the 8 teſli- 
a 


monies. 


eo tempore Judza profecti rerum po 
Var®: p. 735. - Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum literis con- 


ercrebuerat oriente zo vetus et conſtans opinio, eſſe in 
tirentur. Sueton. Veſpaſ. c. 4. Edit. 


tis ut 


tineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret oriens, profectique Judza re- 
rum potirentur. Tacit. Hiſt. Lib. 5. 13 Edit. Dubl. To d enapay aναν, 


KMenisa mpos Tov mortuey nv Xprop& angiconr Of ojpuotws ev Tois 165016 


svpnjer©- ypauuac, ws raTa TY Kamp au, amo e Ywras T's 
abr pH Th; o. TFoſeph. Lib. 6. - J. Cap. 31. Conſult alſo 


Luke ii. 25. c. iii. 15. c. xxiv. 21. Acts i. 6. 


r apts Ts Ocs means here 77 to the Hebrew idiom an uncom- 


mon elegance and 


ace—of God is the 


ewiſh ſuperlative. Mountains of 
y 


God. ty ao is uſed in this ſenſe by Luke, Ch. iv. 22. and very frequent 
by the Greek writers — For example, in a paſſage ſimilar to this in the 


Odyſſey T d ap- Adnmn 


Oecregin KATEN UE aptly KEQRUAY TE AEαẽỹ·ον]cs. Odyſſ. 0 19. 
None of the painters could do juſtice to Demetrius; he had ſuch a dig- 
nity, grace, x api, & c. Plutarch Demet. p. 1630. Edit. Steph. — See alſo 


Acts vii. 20. and Raphelii not. 


47 And 


47 And all, who were pre- 


ſent at this conference, were 


aſtoniſhed at the amazing ſa- 
gacity he diſcovered, and at 


i 


ſurpriſe his mother ſaid to 
him, My child! what was it 
induced you to act towards us 
in this manner —how many 
bitter ſorrowful hours have 
you coſt your father and mo- 
ther in ſearching every place 
P 
49 He replied, why did 
you thus diſtreſs yourſelves in 
ſuch an anxious enquiry after 


- me? — Could you not con- 


clude, that I was employed 
in promoting the intereſts of 
my Father? 3 
50 But they underſtood not 
the meaning of his expreſ- 
V 
51 Jeſus then went down 


with them to Nazareth, where 


he reſided with his parents, 
and diſcharged all the duties 


of filial piety — All theſe ſin- 


gular incidents his mother 
treaſured up in her mind, and 
anxiouſly. revolved. them in 
her daily thoughts, 


52 As Jeſus advanced in 
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years, he advanced in wiſ- 
dom—and by his amiable vir- 
rues conciliated the love both 
of God and man. 


CHAP. II. 
IN the fifteenth year of 


Pontius Pilate being then 
procurator * of Judza— He- 


— his brother Philip tetrarch 
of Ituræa and Trachonitis— 
and Lyſanias being tetrarch of 
Abilene. A | 
2 Annas and Caiaphas be- 
ing then alſo high- prieſts — 
John the ſon of Zacharias by 
A pꝓrophetic impulſe began his 
public miniſtry in the wilder- 
nels , 8 
3 He firſt of all travelled 
about all the country that lay 
contiguous to the river Jor- 


dan, proclaiming, wherever 


he went, the neceſſity of re- 
pentance and amendment of 
life, in order to ſecure the 


horting men to teſtify the ſin- 


ſubmitting to the rite of bap- 

tiſm. „ 
4 This is the perſon whom 

[Iſaiah hath ſo expreſsly cha- 


We” Auctor nominis ejus Chriſtus, qui TizzRIO imperitante, per procuratorem 
Pontium Pilatum ſupplicio affectus erat. Tacit. An. xv. 44+ p- 286. Edit. 


Dublin. 


LO | paſſage : 


177 


1 the reign of Tiberius 


rod being tetrarch of Galilee 


divine forgiveneſs — and ex- 


cerity of their penitence by 


racteriſed in the following 


od . 
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ing -O prepare for the ſpeedy 
advent of the Meſſiah ſtrow 
the path with flowers, in 
which his ſacred feet ſhall 


' tread ! 


5 Every valley ſhall be 
filled up, every mountain 
ſhall be levelled, and the ir- 
regular path ſhall be made 
direct, the rugged ſmooth ; 


s and the whole earth ſhall 
| behold a moſt amazing ex- 


preſſion of the divine bene- 


volence.” 


7 Vaſt crowds accordingly 
orted to him to be b 
tiſed—to whom he thus ad- 


dreſſed himſelf: O deprav- 
ed and S ceo race ! who 


.admon 


ed you to ſhun the 
impending calamities ? g 
8 If you come hither as 


profeſſed penitents, ſnow the 
{incerity and genuineneſs of 


your repentance by a virtu- 


ous life — and do not value 


ourſelves upon having A- 
raham for your great proge- 


nitor —for God 1s able even 


from theſe ſtones to form a 
race of men infinitely more 
worthy of Abraham, by in- 
heriting his virtues. 


cw 
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paſſage: © Hark ! the voice 
of an herald, making procla- 
mation in the deſert, and os) | 


9 The ax is this moment 
lying at the tree's root—every 
tree that doth not bear good 
fruit, is immediately to be 
cut down,.and thrown into 
the fire *. © EOS 

10 The aſſembled popu- 
lace then anxiouſly interro- 
gated him what they ſhould 

0 | 

11 He anſwered—He who 
is bleſſed with plentiful cir- 
cumſtances, let him freely 
impart food and raiment to 
Indigent and diſtreſſed ob- 
ects. : 33 
12 The collectors of the 
taxes likewiſe came to be bap- 
tiſed — and aſked him what 
duties he recommended to 

their obſervance, 5 

13 He replied, Avoid all 
fraud and oppreſſion in the 


— 


| diſcharge of your office — and 


confine yourſelves within the 
juſt limits of your depart- 
ment. - Wo =: 

14 The ſoldiers alſo de- 
manded of him what duties 
he 5 upon them He 
ſaid, Forbear pillaging any one 
upon unjuſt pretences - donot 
baſely inform againſt any one 
to enrich yourſelves with his 
ſpoils — foment no diſturb- 


ances, but be content to 


t This animated language of the prophet reminds one of what Xerze: 


did in his oſtentatious expedition into Greece. Says Fuftin : Montes in 
planum ducebat, et convexa vallium zquabat. Lib. ii. C. 10. | 


3 refers to the deſtruction of Jerſalem in this and the 7th and 17th 


Veries. 


live 


111. 


Chap. 
live upon the pay that is al- 
lowed you. 


15 The expectation of the 


ſpeedy appearance of the Meſ- 


ſiah being at that time gene- 
ral, and all the Jews, after the 
moſt deliberate reflections, 
being diſpoſed to conclude. 
that John was that auguſt and 
ſacred perſonage, we 
16 John took care to un- 
| deceive them, making this 
declaration to the whole aſ- 
ſembly iI baptize you only 
with water in order to repen- 
tance but my ſucceſſor is a 
perſon of infinitely greater dig- 
nity, to whom I am not wor- 
thy to do the meaneſt office 
He will baptize you with the 
holy ſpirit and with fire “. 
17 With his fan he will 
winnow and thoroughly clear 
his crops, wil 5 6a and 
carefully repoſit the good 
grain al his « done on = 
bo the chaff he will burn up: 
and utterly conſume with in- 
extinguiſhable fire. 
18 Thus this eminent pro- 
phet continued to give many 
uſeful and important inſtruc- 
tions to the people; . 
rod the 
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for his inceſtuous marriage 
with Herodias his brother 
Philip's wife - | 

20 cauſed him to be appre- 
hended and impriſoned—ad- 
ding this cruelty and injuſtice 
ro his many other flagrant 
enormities. 

$——2r1 AMONG the vaſt 
multitudes, that crowded to 
his baptiſm, came Jeſus—— 
who being bapriſed and pray- 
ing—the ſky immediately o- 
pened, _ | 

22 and the holy ſpirit in a 
bodily form deſcended upon 
him with the rapidity of a dove 
—at the ſame time that this 


\ 


ſolemn voice iſſued from the 


parted clouds Thou art 
my ſon the object of my 
fondeſt affections .. 
23 Jeſus, having now at- 
tained his thirtieth year, en- 
tered upon his public miniſ- 
try His Genealogy, by his 
mother's ſide, is exhibited in 
the following table. 


Joſeph, his reputed 
father, | 
Mary, daughter of 
Feli, the ſon of 


19 till at laſt He 24 Marthat, 
tetrarch being exaſperated at] Levi, 
His freedom in rebuking him Melchi,'- 
for the atrocious crimes he had Janna. 
been guilty of and above all Joſeph, 
See Acts ii. "IPL a i 
'® Referring to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
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26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 
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. Mattathias, 


Amos, 
Naum, - 
Eſli, 
Nagge, 
Maath, 
Mattathias, 


Semei, 


Joſeph, 
Juda, 


Joanna, 


Rheſa, 


Zorobabel, 


Salathiel, 
Neri, 
Melchi, 


Addi, 


Koſam, 
Elmodam, 
Er, | 
Jole, 


Eliezer, 


Jorim, 


Matthat, 


Levi, 


: 


33 


34 


35 


37 
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Salmon, 


Naaſon, 


Aminadab, 
Aran, 


Eſrom, 


Phares, 


Juda, 
Jacob, 


Iſaac, 
Abraham, 
Tharah, 


Nachor, 


Saruch, 


Ragau, 
Þ halel, 


Mathuſela, 


Enoch, 
Jared, 


M.,aleleel, 


9 


GOD. 


Cainan, 


Enos, 
Seth, 


Adam, 


CHAP. Iv. 


ESUS having receiv- 
ed the divine afflatus, 

quitted Jordan—and in a pro- 

1 * viſion had the follow- 


ing 


Chap. iv. 
ing ſcene exhibited before 
him He thought himſelf 
tranſported into a dreary de- 
ſert, 1 
2 where the devil for forty 
days practiſed every inſidious 
art to ſeduce him from his 
duty—during all this ſpace he 
thought that he taſted no 
food, and that at the expira- 
tion of this period he felt the 
painful ſenſations of hunger: 
3 He then thought the 
tempter aſſailed him and ſaid, 
Since thou art the Meſſiah, 
convert theſe ſtones into bread 
to ſatisfy thy raging appetite. 
4 J<cfus ſaid to him in the 
words of ſcripture The ani- 
mal life of man may be ſuſ- 
tained not by food only, but 
by any other means that the 
wiſdom of God ſhall ſee fit to 
appoint, | | 
5 The devil then, he 
thought, conveyed him to the 
ſummit of a mountain of ſtu- 
pendous height——and in a 
moment exhibited before him 
all the kingdoms of the uni- 
verſe in all their ſtately pomp 
and magnificence | 
6 then turned to him and 


faid—All this grandeur and 


glory will I beſtow upon thee 
for they are mine, and I 
laviſh them as I pleaſe— 

7 if thou wilt only pro- 
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ſtrate thyſelf before me, and 
pay me religious adoration. 
8 To which propoſal Jeſus 


anſwered— Thou wicked ad- 


verſary! depart from me 


for the infallible word of truth 


ſays, * Thou ſhalt worſhip 
and obey no other being but 
the ſupreme God and Father 
of all.” : WS 1-0 
9 The devil then, he 
thought,  - tranſported him 


through the air to Jeruſalem, 
and placed him on one of the 


battlements of the temple 
ſaying to him, at the ſame time, 


Since thou art the Meſſiah 


throw thyſelf down. | 
10 For the ſcripture ſays, 
« Angels ſhall be appointed 
to protect thee, 
11 they will ſupport thee 
in their arms, and prevent 


thee from being daſhed in 


pieces.” 


12 Jeſus replied — There 


is another ſcripture which 


ſays, Thou ſhalt not inſult 


God's providence by ruſhing 


into danger.“ 
13 The devil, he thought, 


| after having exhauſted all his 


efforts in vain — left him and 
vaniſhed away. 55 
$—14 Jesvs entered Ga- 
lilee, endowed with ſpiritual 
gifts and miraculous powers, 


| which he began to exert there 


y See the Notes on Matth. iv. 
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—ſo that his fame was 
the adjacent country. 


ſtructed the people in their 
religious aſſemblies, and was 
held in univerſal admiration. 


which he viſited, he came alſo 


been educated — and on the 
ſabbath day went, as it was 
his conſtant cuſtom, to the 
y nagogue 
up to read the ſcriptures: 


Iſaiah being put into his 


lume, and light upon the 
following paſſage: 


a =—"Y 3 _ — ” 


endowed me with the gifts of 
the ſpirit, and hath commiſ- 
ſioned me to deliver glad 


ſole the diſtreſſed mind, to 
proclaim releaſe and liberty 
to the captive, to impart 
e blind, to pour] 


'fighr to 
wounds of the afflicted, © 
world the joyful commence- 


_ © © happy revolution.“ 
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quickly diffuſed through all 


15 He alſo publickly "Ry 


$—16 Amons other towns 


to Nazareth, where he had 


— Here he ſtood 
17 And the prophecy of 


hands, he unrolled - the vo- 


18 © God hath liberally 


tidings to the poor, to con- 


the balm of comfort into the 
19 and to publiſh to the 


ment of a moſt glorious and 


of Jrsus 


1 


Chap. iv. 
ſage he folded the volume, 
e it to the ſervant 
who had preſented it to him, 
fat down and the eyes of 
all that were in the place were 
intenſely fixed upon him. 
21 He then addreſſed him- 
ſelf to them and ſaid The 
paſſage of ſcripture, which 
ou have juſt heard recited, 
th this yery day received 
its accompliſhment. 
22 The diſcourſe he now 
delivered raiſed in them ex- 
:treme aſtoniſhment—and the 
whole afſembly were amazed 
at the beauty and elegance of 
his dition *— and yet, they 
ſaid, this is Joſeph's ſon! 
23 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
You indeed apply to me the 
common proverb, Phyſician ! 
cure thine own relations and 
friends before ſtrangers! — 
work the ſame miracles for 
us here in your own country, 
as we heard that you per- 
formed at Capernaum.. 
24 But fuffer me to ob- 
ſerve to you, That no pro- 
phet meets with acceptance 
in the place of his birth and 
ednet x 
25 For undoubtedly there 


| were in Eliſha's time great 


20 Having read this paſ- 


numbers of indigent and diſ- 


The Jewiſh elergy out of reverence food up when they read the ſcrip- 


tures- when they taught the people they /at down. See 


hap. v. 3. 


* -- api; is often uled in this ſenſe for the beauty of eloquence and 


ty ; 


Chap. „ 
treſſed widows in Judæa dur- 


ing that moſt dreadful famine 


which univerſally raged, when 
there was no rain for three 
years and an half: 
26 andyetthe prophet was 
1 ſent to the re- 
ief of none of them he only 


gave miraculous aſſiſtance to 


aà poor widow of Sarepta, a 
town belonging to the Sido- 
nians. . 
27 No ee but there 
were many unhappy perions 
in Judæa Aru ahowng le- 
proſy in the days of Eliſha— 
and yet not one of them was 
cured by that prophet but 
Naaman a Syrian. 

28 When the aſſembly 


heard theſe reflections, they 


were tranſported with the 
moſt violent indignation and 
2209 and all unanimouſly 
riſing up, they ſeized him 
dragged him out of the town 
Q and hurried him to the 
ſummit of the hill, on which 
the town was built, to throw 
him headlong down the pre- 
o But he rendered him- 

| felf mviſible and eluded their 
831 ArTxx this he went 


to Capernaum a town in Ga- 


d The reader of the ſacred writings ſhould remember that there were no 
wad-houſes in Judza either public or private—but theſe unhap 


_ wulgarly ſuppoſed to 
about. 


ö 
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| 


| 


| 
| 


G 


; 


= 


N 


pening then to ſeize him, he 


; 


d 


* 


lilee, and on the ſabbath day 


delivered his inſtructions to 


the aſſembled multitude: 


32 who were all aſtoniſhed 


at the ſublimity and impor- 


tance of the truths he taught 


— for his diſcourſes clearly 
evinced, that he was inveſt- 


ed with a divine authority, 
33 There was in the aſ⸗ 


ſembly a man, who was at 
times afflicted with madneſs 
—and a fit of diſtraction hap- 


cried out with a wild and 
vehement vociferation— 


34 Let us alone, thou Je- 


ſus of Nazareth — what con- 
cern have you with us — are 


ou come to deſtroy us —I 


now very well who you are 
—You are a divine prophet. 

35 Jeſus then authorita- 
tively commanded the raging 


diſeaſe to quit him immedi- 


ately—upon which, tho* the 
man was now wallowing on 
the ground in terrible convul- 


ſions, he was inſtantaneouſly 


reſtored to his underſtanding 
and reaſon. | 
36 Ata ſpectacle ſo amazing 


they were ſtruck with extreme 


aſtoniſnment, and ſaid one to 
another What ſurpriſin 
power is here exerted Wit 


what irreſiſtible authority doth | 


wretches, 


be poſſeſſed with demons, were ſuffered to ramble 
* . 


he 
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he remove the moſt obſtinate | ſoon as they diſcovered that 


he was abſent, made diligent 
ſearch for him—and finding 
him, earneſtly importuned him 
that he would continue a- 


and incurable diſeaſes 
37 The fame of his mira- 
cles was accordingly ſoon dif- 
fuſed. thro? all the adjacent 
. mongſt them 
838 Tux worſhip of the] 43 But he anſwered I 
ſynagogue being concluded | muſt publiſh in other towns 
he went into. Simon's houſe— | the joyful news of the ſpeedy 
The mother in law of Simon erection of the kingdom of 
was at that time confined to. GOd—for this is the will and 
her bed by a fever, and they | appointment of Him who ſent 
informed him of her condi- | me into the world. | 
ä 44 He accordingly travel- 
39 He immediately went led to all the towns of Gali- 
into her room—and, ſtand- lee, and publickly delivered 
ing over her, rebuked the | his doctrines in their ſyna- 
fever every ſymptom va- | gogues. _ 7 
niſhed in a moment - ſhe roſe en 5 
up in perfect health, and pro- CHAP. V. 
vided them refreſhment. 1 FTER this as he ſtood 
$—40 Wren the ſun was | & inſtructing the people 
going down, all who had re- near the lake of Genneſaret, he 
lations and friends labouring | was ſo much incommoded by 
under any diſorders, brought a prodigious multitude who 
them to him—On every one I preſſed forwards to hear his 
of theſe he laid his hands, and | doctrine, _ 9 
they were in a moment bleſſ-] 2 that ſeeing two veſſels 
ed with perfect health. flying, which the fiſhermen 
41 Many perſons alſo who [had juſt quitted in order to 
were afflicted with madneſs dry their nets, 
he reſtored to the uſe of their | 3 he went on board one of 
intellets——bur ſuffered not | them which belonged to Si- 
the diſtracted to publiſh his | mon, and deſired him to put 
character by any wild and l off a little from ſhore——He 
noiſy exclamations. then ſat down, and from the 
542 Tux next day, ſoon boat taught the aſſembled 
as the morning dawned, he crowds, that formed them- 
privately retired from the | {elves on the riſing beach. 
multitude to an unfrequented | 4 When he had finiſhed his 
folitude — but the crowd, as diſcourſe, he — oy 
| 5 1 5 | urther 


Chap. v. 


caſt in their nets. 1 

| Simon anſwered, Sir, 
ve have ſuſtained great fa- 
tigue during the whole night 
without any ſucceſs—at your 
command, however, I will 
make one trial more. 

6 They threw in the net 
therefore, and incloſed ſuch 
a prodigious number of fiſhes, 
that the net was ready to be 
torn in pieces by the unmenſe 
weight of them. ö 

7 They called to their part- 
ners in the other boat to come 
inſtantly to help them theſe 
haſted to their aſſiſtance - and 
they loaded both veſſels with 
ſuch an amazing quantity, 
that they were with difficulty 
kept from ſinking. - Z 
38 When Simon Peter ſaw 


this aſtoniſhing ſpectacle, he 


proſtrated himſelf at the feet 
of Jeſus and ſaid——O Sir, 
leave me! l am a ſinful man, 
and unworthy your ſacred pre- 
ſence! . | 

9 For he and all who were 
ſpectators of this great mira- 
cle were ſtruck with the laſt 
aſtoniſhment at the vaſt num- 


ber of fiſhes, which they had | 


caught. 


by LUKE. 
further into the lake—and to | 


10 James and John, Zebe- 


dee's ſons, were preſent on this 
occaſion, and were Simon's 


partners Jeſus being a wit- 


neſs of Peter's great amaze- 
ment and conſternation ſaid” 
to him, Diſcard thy fears— 


from this moment thou ſhalt 


purſue a nobler prey thou 


ſhalt reſcue mankind from the 


depths of fin and ruin *. 


11 When they had hauled 
the veſſels to ſhore, they left 


all that they had, deliberately” 


determining to be his con- 
ſtant followers. 2 


$—12 BE1NnG in one of the 
towns in that country, a man 


dreadfully infected with lepro- 
ſy came and proſtrated him- 


ſelf before him—lſaying, Sir, 
Jam perſuaded you are able 


to free me from this loath- 
ſome diſtemper. 372 


13 Jeſus extended his hand 


touched him and ſaid, I am 


willing to reſtore thee to 


health Inſtantly the lep- 
rous ſcurf was no more. 


14 Jeſus then ſaid to him, 


I charge thee to inform no one 


of the miraculous cure thou 


haſt received - but go imme- 
diately and ſhow thyſelf to the 


prieſt and offer the cuſtom» 


9 rens ſignifies to /ave alive capti vert. 
Z Arpeos yi, ou J*atia. de, amoivae, II. Z. 46, 
He ſlew great numbers, but /aved alive five thouſand, g7 pn. 


Flutarch Demetrius, p. 1664. 
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ary ſacrifice as a public con- 
vViction and evidence that thou 
art perfectly cure. 
15 But notwithſtanding 
this peremptory injunction 
the man publiſhed the report 


where —ſo that a prodigious 


multitude excited by the fame 


of it collected around him to 
hear his inſtructions, and to 
be healed of various diforders. 
16 The concourſe of peo- 
le was fo tumultuous and 


troubleſome, that he was o- | 
ſees hearing theſe expreſſions 


bliged privately to withdraw 
from them into a remote and 


ſolitary place that he might, 


without diſturbance, in that re - 
ceſs offer his devotions to God. 


817 A8ovrT this time it 
happened as he was inſtruct- 
ing the people and working 

at numbers of ſignal and 
illuſtrious miracles —— the 
Phariſees and expounders 
of the law, who had come 
from Jeruſalem, and from e- 
very town of Judæa and Gali- 


lee then fitting around him— | 
to 


138 that a number of men 
carried on a couch a ob- 
;ject afflicted with the palſy— 


intending to lay the unhappy 


creature at his feet. 
19 But finding it impoſſi- 

ble to approach his perſon b 

reaſon of the crowd, they? 


The Hiſtory of Jesus 


cended the ſtairs on the out- 
fide of the houſe *— and rak- _ 
ing off ſome tiles in order to 
force open the trap door that 


| 


your breaſts ſuch 


A 


Chap. v. 


was in the roof—they thro? 


this door let down the help- 


of his miraculous cure every [leſs paralytic into the midſt of 


the company before Jeſus. 
20 Jeſus conſcious of the 
faith they repoſed in his mi- 


raculous power, turned to the 
afflicted perſon and faid— All 


thy paſt ſins be now for ever 
pardoned! AE 
21 TheScribes and Phari- 


their hearts ſecretly ſug- 
geſted theſeſentiments—Who 
is this perſon that utters ſuch 
horrid blaſphemy ! None but 
the great God can forgive 


ſin! f 


22 Jeſus, who perfectly 
knew the human mind and 
all the reflections that were 
formed there, ſaid to them 
—— Why do you indulge in 
invidious 


23 For which is eaſieſt 

ive his fins—or by a 
word to make this helpleſs 
creature, ſhaking with the 


palſy, to riſe and walk home? 


24 But you ſhall fee an e- 


vident proof that the Son of 


4 


man is endowed with power 


on earth to forgive fin—He 


See an account of the Jewiſh buildings in Dr. Shaw's travels, at ; 
then 


the Commentators on Mark 11. 4. 


Chap. v. 


then immediately turned to 


the paralytic and ſaid—Riſe 
take up thy couch — and 
walk home. 5 

23 That inſtant he roſe up 
——— threw his couch upon 
his ſnoulders and walked 
through the crowd towards 
home, in an ecſtaſy of religi- 
ous gratitude to Gd. 

206 Immediately all preſent 
were ſtruck with extreme aſto- 
niſhment, and devoutly ador- 


ed God —unanimouſly declar- | 


ing, that they had that day 
been ſpectators of the moſt 
ſtrange and ſcene 
that had ever been diſplayed! 
827 Passinc ſome time 
after this by the collector's 
office, he ſaw one of the tax 
gatherers called Levi — and 
Rid to him, Follow me. | 
28 The man did not heſi- 
tate a moment, but immedi- 
ately left his employment and 
his all, and followed him. 
29 Levi that day made a 
grand entertainment for him 
at his houſe — to which he 
alſo invited a great number 
of tax-gatherers and their 
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30 At this his public con- 
duct the Scribes and Phariſees 
were greatly diſguſted, and 
ſaid to his diſciples — What 
induces your maſter to feaſt 
and keep company with pub- 
licans © and perſons of ſuch 
immoral characters ? 


31 Jeſys overhearing them 


ſaid—As the healthy have no 
occaſion for the phyſician, bur 
medicine is ſolely of uſe to 
the indiſpoſed 3 
32 So my deſign in com- 


ing into this world was not to 


invite the virtuous — thoſe 
are already ſuch as I am de- 
firous they ſhould. be — but 
to engage profligate ſinners 
to. repentance and amend- 
ment of lifſe. 

8233 Sou x perſons at that 
time ſaid to him, Why do 
John and the Phariſees enjoin 


quent faſts and rigid auſteri- 
ties — while you allow your 


ſelves in ſo free and unre- 
ſtrained a manner? | 

34 He replied—Can the 
friends and companions of a 
bridegroom faſt and afflict 


friends who fat down along 
with Jeſus. | 


| e Theſe publicans had a moſt infamous character. n goes to | 
relieve the cities of Aa, that were then miſerably haraſſed by the pub- 


| themſelves during the days 


 Jicans—the inhabitants being compelled, thro? their rigorous and exorbi- 
tant demands, to ſell their beautiful ſons and daughters, and the pic- 
tures, ſtatues, and other rich ornaments of their temples.” Plutarch 


Lucul. p. 921. Steph. Well then might the poet ſay of them: 


Harris u οπ ] TalTEs HOY pee 


of 


upon their diſciples ſuch fre- 


diſciples to indulge them- 
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of nupti 


— It would be highly incon- 
ſiſtent and abſurd, while the 
ing the danger, in order that 


bridegroom 1s with them, to 
practiſe the rigors of abſtin- 


ence, and immerſe © them 


ſelves in 
choly. 


35 


gloom and melan- 


ſhall be violently torn from 


The time will ſoon. 
come, when the bridegroom 


them—their days of mourn- 


ing and melancholy will then 
'commence—He added, 

36 For me to enjoin a num- 
ber of ſevere and painful ob- 
ſervances upon my diſciples, 
who have * educated in 


the manner they have been, 
and but lately embraced my 
cauſe, would induce them 
immediately to abandon and 
ſome corn fields on the fab- 


abjure it, and would be a 
conduct as imprudent and 
abſurd as for a man to join 
2 piece of ſtrong new | 


ment, which would only con- 


cloth 
to an old and obſolete gar- 


tribute to make it tear the 


_ worle, | 

37 Or for me to impoſe a 
courſe of rigid auſterities up- 
on my diſciples would be as 
incongruous and fatal as for 
a man to put new wine into 
old ſkins * — by the fermen- 
tation of which the ſkins 


ln thoſe primitive times wine was ſolely ke 


| 


| | The Hiſtory of Jesvs Chap. vi. 
;al feſtivity and joy ? | would burſt and the liquor 


be ſpilled. | 
38 But as men forſee- 


they may incur no detriment, 
put new wine into new ſkins 
— ſo the fame diſcrete treat- 
ment is requiſite to preſerve 
my diſciples ſteady and at- 
tached to me. | 7, 
39 Andasno man, havin 
been accuſtomed to drink ola, 
can bring himſelf at firſt to 
reliſh nem wine ſo are not 
thoſe reconciled at onge to a 
net, who have been long ha- 
bituated to an ola, inſtitution, 


CHAP. VI. 


I IT that as Jeſ- 
A us was paſſing through 
bath that firſt * followed the 
{ſecond day of the paſſover ſo- 
lemnity—hisdiſciples, as they 
went along, plucked ſome of 


the ears, and rubbing them 
in their hands, eat the corn. 


2 Some of the Phariſees, 


who were preſent, conceiving 


violent reſentment at their 
conduct, ſaid to them, Why 
do you violate in this manner 
the ſacred duties of the ſab- 
bath? f 1 

3 To this reproof Jeſus re- 


in ſkins—ep & ore youey 


Acre er aiygu—Ody/. Z. 78. She poured che wine into a goat- cin. 
That this is the meaning of ga6Car@ Sivreporpery. See Lamy's in- 


troduction, Vol. i. p. 179. 
5 Bf 


plied 


Chap. vi. 


on, when he and his attend- 


by Lon x. 


plied Have you forgot what , thered hand to ) ſtand up in the 


David did on a like occaſi · midit of the aſſembly. 


ſ 
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9 He then turned to them 


ants were urged with hunger? | and ſaid—Permit me to aſk 

4 Do not you remember || you, whether it be lawful on 
that he went into the houſe | the ſabbath day to perform 
of God, and refreſhed him- benevolent or malevolent ac- 


ſelf and his companions with 
the ſacred bread, which it is 
highly impious for any but 
the prieſts to taſte' ? 
 - 5 Ba; added that the ſon 
af man was authoriſed to ſet 
men free from thoſe ſabbati- 
cal ceremonies and e 
which they had impoſed. 
86 ENTERING. on ano- 
ther ſabbath into a ynagogue 


and inſtructing the peer | 
in the 


there hap happened to, 
aſſembly a perſon whoſe right | 
hand was withered. 

7 This circumſtance. in- | 
ſtantly excited all the atten- 
tion of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees — flattering themſelves 
that if he ſhould cure this per- 
* ſon on the ſabbath, it would 
afford them ſufficient cauſe for 
cenſuring and condemning his 
conduct. 
S8 But he perfectly kiiew 

the perverſe thoughts and ma- 


* Ou Y T1 Suyipy ert Yep, XUYTEPOY hAAD 
Exer, u ExASUEEY £0 ,und avAhYy Ry, 
Kat part Tee Kei ge pes Teri © exovre. Odyr. 216, Kc. 


* Jobs | 


3 This is the true reading ſupported by the beſt MSS, 


tions — to ſave or to deſtroy 


life ?—They kept a profound 
ftilence*'. 

10 Jeſus looking around 
them. with a mixture of pity 
and: indignation at their 
gegen and obſtinacy, 1d 
to the man, extend thine hand 


; —He extended it—and it was 


inſtantaneouſly reſtored to the 
ſame perfect ſtate as the other. 
11 But the Scribes and 
Phariſees were inflamed with 
the moſt violent rage and re- 
ſentment at him and confe- 
derated together how they 
18. 5 murder him. 
$—12 ABovT. that time 
he retired to a mountain to 
pray, and continued the whole 
Wee in an Oratory. 

In the morning he con- 
7 his followers, and ſe- 
lected from among them 
e perſons whom he de- 


nominated Apoſtles. 
, — diſpoſitions that lurk- | 

in their breaſts—He then |. 
| ordered the man with the wi- © 


14 1. Simon Peter y 
2. Andrew 
3. James 


ritime country 
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| = John 
5. Philip 
6. Bartholomew 


7. Matthew 
8. Thomas 
9. James, fon of Al. 
phæus 


10. 13 the Zealot* 
1056 11. Jude, brother of 


James 
12. Judas — 
17 Having made choice of 
th h deſcended with 
them to the plain here 
there ſtood the of his 
followers, and an immenſe 
multitude of people where — 
ruſalem and e 
of Judæa, and from 1 Er. ma- 
that lay con- 
tiguous to Tyre and Sidon 
theſe were come to hear his 
doctrines, and to be miracu- 
. louſly cured of their various 
diſorders. | 
18 Abwoidingly RY whid 
laboured under madneſs or 
any other the moſt inveterate 
and obſtinate diſeaſes, then 
received inſtantaneous 200 
perfect cure. 

19 So that all who were 
afflicked with any diſtemper 
{trove to touch him — for by 
a FO wth, * was the 


15 


The thitory' of Js us 
6 


Chap. vi. 
powerful efficacy that was 
Cerec from him, every in- 


diſpoſition was in a moment 
_ | expelled. 


20 Jeſus then looking a- 
round upon his diſciples di- 
rected the following diſcourſe 
to them Happ are ye who 
are endowed with true hu- 
mility — you are the worthy 
members and ornaments of 
the goſpel diſpenſation. 

21 Happy are ye who are 
now in indigent circum- 
ſtances, but contented and 
reſigned — your ſuffering 
— will een 

recom —Ha 
are ye who — with . 
—_— _ remorſe de- 
p ſins — your 
preſent ſorrow ſhall be chang- 
ed into ecſtaſies of joy. 

22 Happy are ye, when 
the world ſhall purſue you 
with implacable hatred and 
deteſtation—when men ſhall 
violently expel and baniſh 
you from their ſociety—when 


they ſhall load you with abuſe 
and calumny, and hold even 


your very names in abhor- 
rence on account of your 
ſteady and unſhaken attach- 
ment to my cauſe. 
23 In fich” an hour in- 


. This name was given him on account of his being a very firenuous 
and warm advocate for the Chriſtian cauſe—Phaonixs was a zealous friend 
8 nawTus KG . 


and follower of Ts 
Steph. 1 


2 


Plutarch Cæſar. p. 1317. 


dulge 


Chep. vi. 


dulge the higheſt tranſports | 
of heart-felt joy and rapture 
— for in heaven there is a 
glorious crown for perſecuted 
virtue — The wiſe and hol 
prophets in former times fuf- 
fered the very ſame indigni- 
ties. 
; But SE will be 
your future condition, O ye 
rich, whoſe hearts ſuperiour, 
wealth inflates with pride 
inſolence—Your, happineſs is 
only confined. within the nar- 
row limits of this life. 3 
235 Dreadful too will be 
your future unhappineſs, who | 
now riot. in a hoy and in- 
temperance you be ex- 
cruciated with famine Dire 
alſo will be your, miſery, who 
yield your hearts to all the 
exceſſes of criminal gaiety and 
levity——you ſhall be over- 
whelmed with a flood of bit- 
ter ſorrow. 
256 Dreadful will be your 
future puniſhment, when you 
gain the applauſe of men by 


Pre reaching ſuch doctrines as 
t 


flatter and palliate their vices 
he on prophets and im- 
poſtors in former ages were 
thus univerſally careſſed and 
honoured by the abandoned 
and depraved. K 
27 I enjoin upon all m 
2 the tolo wing 2 
mental principles of my reli- 


gion — Love your enemies 


do 3 offices to thoſe 


by LUKE. 
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who purſue you with hatred 
and malevolence. | 

28 Speak well of thoſe who 
load you with curſes——and 
return the abuſe and calum- 
nies of thoſe who injuriouſl 
aſperſe and revile you, with 
prayer. 

29 My religion requires 
you ta ſubmit to unjuſt and 
contumelious treatment ra- 
cher than requite it by revenge 
|——and to recede from your 
right in ſmall matters, rather 


chan contend for it in quar- 


relſome law- ſuits. 
BN ak Refuſe not your bene- 
ent aſſiſtance to thoſe who 
ſollicit it and as to thoſe 
who may violently wreſt from 
you any part of your 
ty, rather incur the loſs with 
patieoce than reclaim it with 5 


— 


paſſion and ou 


trage. 
31 Perform the dune kind 
offices to others as you 'yaur 
ſelves would reaſonably- 25 


pect if you were placed + in 


| their circumſtances. -- 


32 What merit have you 
in loving only thoſe, — 
you know will return your 


love—this is riſing to no high- 


er attainments than 
of immoral characters do. 
33 And what virtue do you 
exerciſe in doing beneficent 
actions merely to thoſe, whom 
you are conſcious will requite 
you —a conduct which even 
the wicked obſerve. 


34 And 
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your enemies, 
worthy objects in diſtreſs, 


34 And what ſuperiour 


acquirements do you diſplay | 
by only lending to thoſe, 


whom you-are fure will repay 
The ſordid and avarici- 


70u— 
ous worldling thus lends to 


another, becauſe he is cer- 
tain of being reimburſed. 

35 But i it is incumbent up- 
on you to riſe to higher de- 


grees of moral excellence and 
virtue Do you love and do 


beneficent actions even to 
and lend to 


without the mercenary h 


of a requital—ſuch itlaſtrigus 
virtue will be amply recom- 


ſed, and exalt you to the 


| moſtelevated and diftinguiſh- 
.ed degrees of future felicity 
| has you will reſemble the 


all- diffuſive goodneſs of God, 
who extends his benignity to | 


the ungrateful and wicked. 


36 Be ye therefore com- 
paſſionate in imitation of the 
divine compaſſion. 

37 Be not raſh in cenſuring 
and condemning others, leſt 
you provoke God to judge you 


with ſimilar rigor — But ge- 
nerouſly forgive, and eraſe 
from your breaſts the errors 
and injuries of your fellow 
creatures, and God will 
freely forgive you the of- 
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fences you have committed 


eſcape 


Chap. vi. 


againſt him. 

38 Give to objects of com- 
paſſion, and God will re- 
quite you with an ample, ſo- 
lid and ſu 1 glorious 
recompenſe For the ſame 


conduct which you obſerve 
towards men, to that will God 


conform in the day of future 
retribution. 

39 He then figuratiyel 
ſaid Can one blind man wi 
ſafety lead another? — Will 
not both miſerably wander 
sand periſh? _ 

40 The pupil is neceſſarily 
inferior in wiſdom and ſci- 
ence to his preceptor — but 
every ſtudent ought to ſtrive 
to attain the ſame accuracy 
and perfection of knowledge 
as his maſter hath acquired. 

41 Why fixeſt thou thine 
eye upon thy brother's con- 
duct with a penetration that 
the ſlighteſt foible cannot 
thoꝰ at the ſame 
time thou thyſelf art guilty 
of great and ſcandalous vices. 

42 With what face canſt 
thou admoniſh others of their 
errors, and exhort them to 
amendment of life, when 
thine own conduct is a no- 
torious inſult upon thine ad- 
mionitions * — Thou hypo- 


rſuaded that this ment}; of the verſe is to be underſtood as I 


have tranſlated ir—and fo Dr. Clarke judiciouſly and juſtly interprets it. _ 


a gw * ſome MSS. exhibit 1 is the true reading. 


| at 


Chap. vi. by L 


crite ! firſt reform what is 
criminal in thine own life 


and then gravely remonſtrate 


againſt the petty faults r 


follics of others l. 

2. There is no good tree 
thy beareth had fruit — nor 
doth a bad tree bear good fruit. 

44 The true nature of e- 


very tree is infallibly 7 Oiſco- | 
vered by its fruit — Thorns 


roduce not the luſcious fig 


the bramble bears not the 


generous grape. 


45 The good actions of a 


- virtuous perſon flow from the 
pure ſource of a good heart 
the actions of a bad man 
come raw and tinctured 
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from the impure fountain of 
a corrupt heart ” For men's 
outward actions. and conver- 
ſation are 'but the overflow- 
ings of their hearts. 

46 Of what avail is the 


moſt zealous profeſſion of my 
religion, when ſeparate from 


the ſtrict obſervance of the 


duties I enjoin ? | 
47 TI will repreſent to you 


by the following ſimilitude 
the ſolid and unſhaken prin- 


ciples of every virtuous pro- 
feſſor of my religion, who 
hears the important truths 


with attention, and practiſes 
them with conſtancy. 


8 5 Such an one reſem- 


bles 


1 There are many beautiful paſſages in the claſſer Which inculcate this 


uſeful advice. 


Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippus jnundis, 
Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum, 


Quam aut aquila, aut ſerpens Epidaurius ? Horat. Lib. i. 18 3. 


Peras impoſuit Jupiter nobis duas : 


Propriis repletam vitiis poſt tergum dedit, 
Alienis ante pectus ſuſpendit gravem. 
Hac re videre noſtra mala non poſſumus, 


Alii fimul delinquunt, cenſores ſumus. Phedri Fab. Lib. iv. g. 
m There are ſome fine lines to this Kan in that e moral 


| poet Euripides. 


O ue Tornp©r, «Nev axxo man R 
ON 8, eG ut Topgopes bro 
®$vory ep Set', aA Xp O £07 del. 


Which I have thus tranſlated. 


The vitiated heart is wholly bad, 
The good « one, good: Nor infults, nor afflictions 
Can dry its ſource, or taint its lucid ſtreams: 


It lows the ſame, perennial 1 in goodneſs. 


Eurip. Hec = 594. 


z Saint Luke eminently diſtinguiſhes himſelf in theſe two laſt verſes as 
| - elegant greek writer—They vie in propriety and beauty of diction with 
the moſt celebrated paſſages of the claſſies both of Greece and Rome. 
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bles a perſon ws intending | 
ro build an. houſe, lays: its 
foundation deep. in the folid-| 
rock ſo that when the tor - 
rent roars, and the winds and 
waves on every fide aſſail it 


it braves their united fury, 
and ſtands. uninjured being 
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founded. on- the immoveable 
baſis of a rock. 

49 But he who is a pro- 
feſſor of the goſpel, and lives 
in open violation of its pre- 
cepts, is like a man who 
building an hauſe lays. its 
foundation on a looſe and 
fluid ſurface — which is un- 
able to ſuſtain the ſhock of 
the firſt ſtorm that beats a- 
gainſt it, but inſtantly ſinks 
and falls in wide and deplo- 
rable ruin. 


CHAP. vll. 


F TER he had finiſh- 
ed the preceding diſ- 


courſe which the people heard | 
with pleaſed attention, he en- 


| 


tered into Capernaum. 


2 It happened about this 


| el that a centurion? 8 favou· 


* 


Chap. vii. N 


rite ſlave was very danger- 
ouſly ſick, paſt all hapes: of . 
a recovery. | 

3 When the Roman of. . 
ficer heard that Jeſus was in 
the town, he ſent to the Jew- . 
iſh, magiſtrates, begging they 
would wait upon Jeſus, and 
prevail with him by their en- 
| treaties to come to his houſe, 
and heal. his beloved ſlave. 

4 The magiſtrates accord- 
ingly came to Jeſus, and ſol- 
licited this favour of him in 
the moſt earneſt, terms—and, 
in order to enforce their pe- 
tition, beſtowed the higheſt 
cammendatipns: on the diſ- 
tinguiſhed worth and cha- 
racter of the centurion. , 

5 Particularly. applauding 
the love that this gentleman, 


P 


| bore: to the Jews and to their 


religion—which he had ma- 
nifeſted by erecting a place 
of religious worſhip for them 
at his own expence. | 

6 Jeſus immediately com- 
plied with. their requeſt, and 
went along with t dem but 
when he was now al moſt arriv- 


AAA? ” ty g u 2 lade Tp per Savoy”. f 


ed at his houſe, the centurion 
5 
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Ile, velut rupes vaſtum quz prodit in æquor, 
Obvia ventorum furiis, expoſtaque ponto, 
Vim cunctam atq; minas perfert cæliq; mariſq; 


Ipſa immota manens 
"= 2 


3 Lib. * 693. 8 


ſent 


Chap. vii. 
ſent one of his friends to him 
— begging he would not put 
himſeltt to ſuch inconvenience 

his account, for that he 
deemed himſelf unworthy to 
admit ſo divine a perſonage 
under his roof, 

7 aſſuring him, that he re- 
poſed ſuch confidence in his 
power, that he was perſuaded 
that by a fingle word he 
could: reftore his flave to 


perfect health, 


8 and acquainting him 


that as he, who was a Ro- 
man officer and appointed to 
maintain ſtrict diſcipline in 
his troops, could make his 
military orders obeyed the 
moment he gave them — ſo | 
with the ſame facility he be- 


lieved he was able to make 


the moſt obſtinate diſeaſes 
obey his powerful controul. 
9. When Jeſus heard this 
meſſage, he was ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment — and turning 
himſelf round ſaid to the 
crowd that followed him, I 
aſſure you I have not found 
in any one et ſuch a diſtin- 
guiſned inſtance of candour 
and of confidence in my pow- 
er, as in this virtuous Hea- 
then! 

10 Accordingly when thoſe 
who delivered this meſſage 
returned, they found the in- 
diſpoſed ſlave in perfect 
1 


| 


| a diſconſolate widow. 


195 
day after, as he was travel- 
ling to a town called Nain, 
accompanied with a large 
number of his profeſſed dif- 
ciples, and by an immenſe: 
multitude of people ; 
12 at a very little diſtance. 
from the place, a funeral pro- 
ceſſion met him — à great 
number of the inhabitants 
were attending to the grave 
the corpſe of the only B of 
13 When Jeſus ſaw her 
bathed in tears and over- 


whelmed in a flood of grief” 


—ſo affecting a ſpectacle fill · 
ed him with the ſtrongeſt ſym- 
pathy and compaſſion he 
went up to her and bad her 

repreſs her ſorrow. 

14 He then advanced up 
to the bier which the ſup- 
porters ſeeing ſtood ſtill and 
touching it, ad, O youth a- 

wake 

15 Inſtantly the dead bo- 
dy fat up, and ſpoke—Jeſus 
then preſented him to his mo- 
ther. 

16 Such an amazing ſcene 
filled all who were preſent 
with ſolemn reverence and 
awe — and they poured forth 


— 


their grateful adorations to 


God, ſaying What an illuſ- 
trious prophet hath appeared 
among us! —— What ſignal 
bleſſings hath God been pleaſ- | 
ed to confer upon his favour- 


1 Ir happened the 


| 


ite people 
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illuſtrious prophet the ſcrip- 


ed their meſſage, that Jeſus 
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17 The report of what 
the people unanimouſly de- 


clared on this occaſion was 


ſoon univerſally diffuſed, not 
only in the adjacent country, 
but in every part of Judea. 

$—18 Tux diſciples of John 
hearing the fame of theſe ſtu- 
pendous miracles reported 
them to their maſter — upon 
which he immediately ſelect- 
ed two of them, 

19 and diſpatched them to 
Jeſus, begging he would in- 
form him, whether he really 
was that eminent perſonage 
whom they had ſo long and 
ardently expected —or "whe- 
ther he ſtill was to be the fu- 
ture object of their hopes. 

20 Accordingly they wait- 
ed upon Jeſus, and ſaid 
John the baptiſt hath deput- 
ed us to you, begging to be 
informed whether you are that 


tures teach us to expect or 
whether ſome other is ſtill to 
be the object of our hopes. 

21 It happened that at 
the time when they deliver- 


was employed in reſtoring 
ſight to the blind, and reaſon 


to the n in mind [ 
and in freeing great numbers 


0 Viz. that he.was a great prophet. 


juſtly obſerved this. 


of JtsuUs Chap. vii. 


of people from a variety of o- 
ther maladies. 

22 Jeſus after Peusdrtilng 
theſe ſeveral miraculous cures 
in their preſence turned to 
them and ſaid—Go and de- 
liver to John a faithful ac- 
count both of what you have 
ſeen yourſelves and heard 
reported by others Tell him 
that the blind are reſtored to 
their ſight, the lame to 3 
uſe of their limbs, the 1 
to perfect health, the deaf 
to their hearing, the dead to 
life, and the dejected ſpirits 
of the poor are exhilarated 
with the joyful ae of 
immortality ?. 

23 And thrice happy is he. 
whom neither the obſcurity of 
my birth, or the meanneſs of 
my circumſtances, are able to 
prejudice againſt me. 0 
824 Arrzx the depar- 
ture of John's meſſengers, Je- 
ſus took occaſion toſpeak tothe 
collected multitudes concern- 


| ing John He ſaid to them, 
What ſudden phænomenon 


induced you to flock to the 
wilderneſs in ſuch vaſt crowds ? 
id you haſten thither with 
uch cager ſteps to ſee ſome 
common and trivial object? 
25) What was it attracted 


The very accurate Mees, bach 


The clear diſcovery-of a future late was the vue, the pon 


nec to mankind . 


ſuch 


Chap. vii. 


ſuch univerſal admiration'?— | 
Did you all repair thither to 
ſee ſome perſon who ſuddenly 

made his appearance there in a 
gay and fantaſtic dreſs? —— 
No! Rich and ſplendid 
robes are worn in the magni- 
ficent palace, not in the drea- | 
ry wildernels. 

26 What was it then you 
crowded to ſee there? Was 
it a prophet? —Yes—and a 
prophet I aſſure you of great- 
er eminence and dignity than 
any of the preceding. 

27 For this is the very perſon, 
who is the object of the fol- 
lowing prediction in Malachi 
—— Behold! I will ſend a meſ- 
ſenger to be thy forerunner, 
in order that univerſal atten- 
tion may be excited, and that 
the minds of men may be pre- 
viouſly diſpoſed to receive 
thine inſtructions.“ 

28 I aſſure you that under 
the moſaic diſpenſation there 
never appeared a prophet of 
ſuperior eminence to John the 
Baptiſt nevertheleſs the moſt 
ignoble and obſcure teacher of 
the goſpel is inveſted with a 
ſublimer office then he was. 
209 The common people in- 
deed, and particularly the tax- 
gatherers, heard his inſtructi- 
ons with candid and unprejudi- 
ced minds, and ſubmitted to 
his e eee the 


th 
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.TY7 
wiſdom, and chearfully com- 
plying with the gracious de- 


ſigns, of God in tending ſuch 


an illuſtrious prophet. 
30 But the Phariſees and 


the doctors of the law would 


not be baptiſed by him, but 


with - invincible obſtinacy re- 
jetted and fruſtrated the kind 


intentions'of heaven for their 


reformation and happineſs. 
31 But ſuch is the per- 


verſeneſs of temper that the 


preſent generation diſcovers, 


that no method of inſtruction 
will produce upon them its 
intended effects They may 


be properly compared 
| 32 to a number of peeviſh 
hi dren, who are determin- 


ed not to be pleaſed with any 
thing their companions ſay or 
do—who, when their play- 
fellows are in the height of 
mirth and chearfulneſs, ap- 
pear ſulky and ſullen — but 


are immediately in tranſports 


when they ſee others diſſolv- 


ed in tears. 
33 The diſingenuous per- 


verſeneſs of the preſent age 
is evinced from the averſion 
and contempt they have e- 
qually ſhown both to John's 
inſtructions, and to mine — 


tho* our methods and man- 
ners were entirely diſſimilar 
for John practiſed rigid ob- 
ſtemiouſneſs, and affected 


£ 


q See the MSS, 
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of food and liquor; but free- 
ly aſſociated and converſed | 


ſoever it aſſumes, and obey 


and manner ſever they come 


houſe. 1 
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great auſterity and mortifica- 
tion in his diet and dreſs— 
upon which they exclaimed 
—A mad enthuſiaſt! 

34 The ſon of man, on 0, 
contrary, ſtudied no ſuch ſin- 
gularities, entertained no ſcru- 
ples about any particular kind 


with men of all profeſſions and 
conditions without diſtinction 
vet ſtill they are diſguſted, 

and cry out— What a — 
to appetite ! How exceſſively 

fond of wine! What an inſe- 

parable companion of tax-ga- 
therers and other profligate 
wretches! 

35 But thoſe who are the 
real friends of virtue, conſci- 
ous of its invaluable worth, 
embrace it, what exterior form | 


its dictates in what method 


recommended. 
$—36 Azovr this time 


one of the Phariſees aſked | 


him to dine with him — he 
complied with the invitation, 
and went with him to his 


37 But as he was at mh 
a woman in the town of an 
immoral character, hearing 
that he was at dinner in the 
Phariſee's houſe, brought an 
alabaſter box, full of rich per- 
fume, 
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Chap. vii. 
38 and entering the room, 
ſtood at his feet, bathed in a 


flood of tears, which falling 
on his feet he wiped them 
with her long diſhevelled hair, 
and after imprinting en them 
the moſt ardent kiſſes, ſhe 
diffuſed over them the rich 
and fragrant perfume. | 

39 When the gentleman, 
who invited him, ſaw the be- 
haviour of this woman, and 
that ſhe ſtood” unreproved— 
he could not forbear ſaying to 
himſelf—It is impoſſible this 
2 can be a prophet !— 

he been endowed with 
aps gifts he would have 
nown that this woman, who 
takes theſe liberties with him, 
is an abandoned finner. 

40 But Jeſus, who knew 
the ſecret reflections he in- 
dulged, turned to him and 
ſaid—] deſire your ſentiments, 
Simon, on the following caſe 
ge pleafed, Sir, he replied, 
to recite it. 

41 A certain gentleman 
had two debtors — one 
owed him five hundred de- 
narii, the other fifty. 

42 When the creditor ex- 
amined into their affairs, and 
found them both to be in 
wretched and indigent cir- 
cumſtances, he generouſly ex- 
punged the whole debt which 
they both had contrafted — 
Now which of theſe two 9 55 

e 


; 


Chap. vii. 


be affected with moſt grati- 
tude and love to their bene- 


factor? | 
43 In my judgment, re- 
plied Simon, that perſon will, 
who had the greateſt debt 
freely remitted—Your deter- 
mination, ſaid Jeſus, is un- 
doubtedly juſt. £1 
44 He then pointing to 
the woman ſaid to Simon — | 
See this affectionate penitent! 
When I entered your houſe, 
you gave me no water to 
waſh my feet — This defect 
ſhe hath ſupplied by bathing 
my feet with her tears - and 
wiping them with her hair. 
45 You gave me not the 
friendly and accuſtomed ſa- 
lutation — but ſhe, from the 
moment ſhe entered, hath; 
impreſſed many affectionate 
kiſſes upon my feet. 
46 You gave me no oil to 
anoint mine head *— but ſhe 
hath perfumed my feet with 
the molt grateful fragrance. 
47 For which extraordi- 
nary and moſt affectionate 
teſtimony of her love to me, 
J affure you, that all her nu- 
merous crimes ſhall be for 
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ever- cancelled — and as the 
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love of the beneficiary will 
be in proportion to the be- 


hath a ſmall debt remitted, 


being touched with'a propor- 


tionally ſmall degree of gra- 
titude— ſo this woman hav- 
ing all her crimes, which are 


very numerous, at once to- 


tally obliterated, will love her 
benefactor with the [higheſt 
degree of ardour and con- 
ftancy. e 
48 He then turning to the 
woman ſaid— From this mo- 
ment all thy paſt fins are for- 
ginn! 8 
49 The company who ſat 
at table with him, hearing 
ſuch language, ſaid one to 
another, What perſon is this, 
who thus impioufly arrogates 
to himſelf a power to forgive 
„ 
50 But Jeſus, diſregarding 
their invidious murmurs, re- 


peated his aſſurance to the 


woman, ſaying, The faith you 
have tepoſed in me hath ſe- 
cured to you this bleſſing — 
Go and enjoy all that mental 
happineſs, which fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a favour muſt im- 
part. | 4 


aging the ftet and aivinting the head with oil, were che firft civilities 
that were paid, both among the Jews and Greeks, on entering a friend's 
| houſe. Theſe friendly cuftomary offices this Phariſee had neg ected. 
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'CHAP.. VIII. 


1 AFTER this Jeſus, 

attended with his 
twelve diſciples, took a tour 
thro' the towns and villages 
in thoſe parts—proclaiming 


© where-ever he came the joy- 
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ful news of the ſpeedy erec- 
tion of the Kingdom of God. 

2 The following women 
allo now accompanied him, 


whom he had miraculouſſy 


healed of dreadful and inve- 
terate diſeaſes — Mary Mag- 
dalene, whom he had cured 
of raging madnels ; 


3. Joanna, the lady of Chu- 


za king Herod's ba Su- 


ſanna — and many other wo- 


men beſides, who all ſupport- 
ed him by their generous and 
charitable contributions. 


$ —4 There being about 


this time an immenſe con- 
courſe of people from all the 
neighbouring towns collected 


together, he addreſſed to them 
the following parable.— 
5 An huſbandman went 


out to ſow his grounds and 
ſcattering his ſeed in every 
direction around him, ſome 
chanced to fall upon the 
hard beaten path, where the 
birds, impelled by hunger, 
ſoon picked it all up. 
6 Others fell upon rocks 
ſlightly covered with a thin 
ſurface of foil into 


which being admitted, it in. U 


The Hiſtory 
| ſtantly ſprung; up and as in- 
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ſtantly withered — being en- 
tirely deſtitute of moiſture to 
ſupply and invigorate it. 
Some fell among mend 
— which ſhooting their tall 
luxuriant tops above it choak- 6 
ed and killed it. | 
8 Others fell upon g ood 
ſoil—in whoſe genial _— 
being foſtered and nouriſhed, 
it . bleſſed the huſbandman 
with a rich and copious in- 
creaſe At the concluſion of 
this apologue he exalted his 
voice and ſaid, Let every 
one whom God hath endow- 
ed with underſtanding and 
reaſon cultivate and improve 
thoſe powers in the diligent 
ſtudy of truth and wiſdom. 
9. His diſciples afterwards 


| coming to him, in private beg- 


ged he would give the ex- 
plication of the table he had 
juſt recited. _ 

10 He ſaid to them 
Your virtuous diſpoſitions 


| entitle you to an unreſerved 


acquaintance with the pecu- 
liar truths and diſcoveries of 
the golpe] diſpenfation—bur 
the prejudices of the mixed 
multitude oblige me to throw 
over naked truth the veil of 
fiction — for the moral difpo- _ 
ſitions of the preſent age are 

ſuch, that tho”. they ſee the 
moſt ſignal miracles they are 


not convinced; and tho? they 


hear well-atteſted accounts of 
the 


Chap. viii. 


the exertion of | ſupernatural 
power, they give theſe re- 
ports no credit. | 
..11 He then gave them the 
following explanation — By 
the ſeed is denoted the in- 
ſtructions of the goſpel. 
12 By the ſeed that fell 
on” the hard beaten path are 
repreſented thoſe whote hearts 
are rendered callous and in- 
ſenſible by prejudice and vice 
— and. whoſe irregular and 
predominant paſſions deſtroy 
all the good inſtructions, that 
can be imparted to them. 
13 By the feed that fell on 
the rocks ſlightly covered 
with ſoil are intended thoſe, 
who with tranſport embrace 
the doctrines ef the goſpel, 
as ſoon as propoſed to them 
but being deſtitute of that 
native OED of heart into 
which its principles may ſtrike 
root, their convictions are but 
temporary — ſo that when 
the firſt perſecution aſſails 
them, they immediately re- 
nounce it and apoſtatize. 
14 The ſeed that fell a- 
mong thorns indicates thoſe, 
_ who admit the principles of 
the goſpel—but worldly anx- 
iety, the luſt of gold, and an 
ever-raging paſſion for fenſual 
pleaſures intercept all nou- 


riſhment 1 — it, and kill it 
before it hath attained to its 
maturity. CI Ar 
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good ground correſponds to 


the native . and genu- 


ing admitted the truths of th 


vance them to the higheſt 
degree of improvement and 
perfection. 

16 He moreover ſaid to 
them —— The knowledge 
I communicate to you in pri- 
vate, do you freely 1mpart 
to others in public — for a 


deſign to ſhut it up in a veſſel, 
or to hide it under a bed — 
but in order to be ſet on ſome 
conſpicuous place, that its 


around. 
17 Let the important truths, 
therefore, in which I inſtruct 
you in ſecret, be openly pro- 
mulgated, and let the world 
profit from thoſe uſeful in- 
ſtructions which have been 
dictated to you in ſilence and 
ſolitude. . | 
18 Becareful, therefore, to 
attend with diligence to the 
leſſons of duty I deliver to 
you — for he who hath by 
the diligent cultivation of 
his intellectual powers alrea- 
dy gained any meaſures of 
knowledge, ſhall receive a 
greater and nobler acceſſion 


— 


to his preſent fund but he 


15 The ſeed received into 
5 2 | 


; who ſuffers his mind to ruſt 
in 


ine virtue of thoſe, wha have 


goſpel, faithfully retain and 
caeriſh them in a good heart, 


and by aſſiduous culture ad- 


lamp is not lighted with a 


uſeful beams may be diffuſed 
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in floth and indolence will i in 

time forfeit thoſe very im 

Ec areas which he may 
e already made. 

819 Arrrx this, as he 
was inſtructing the people, 
his mother and his brothers 
wanted to ſpeak to him, but 
could not gain acceſs to his 
n by reaſon of the fur- 
rounding multitule. 

20 A perſon who perceiv- 
ed them waiting without, faid | 
to him Your mother and 
brothers are now ftanding on 
the outſide of the crowd, de- 
firous to fpeak with you. 

21 this information 
he turned to the multitude 
and faid — I eſteem thoſe as 
my neareft and deareſt rela- 
tives, who diligently attend 
to divine inſtru ion and con- 
ſtantly obey it. 

22 Som time after this 


* 
— 


— 
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he and 22 diſciples going a- 


Chap. viii. 


board a veſſel, he ordered 
them to row zeros the lake. 
23 During the paſſage he 


fuk 1 into a profound 3 
in the mean time it blew a 
dreadful ſtorm — the waves 
laſhed over the fides of the 
veſſel, and they were in im- 
minent danger of being loſt*. 
24 In this frightful crifis 
they came about him in great 
terrour and waked him, 4 
ing — Sir! we are Periſhing! 
we are all 1 
got up an — 
commanded the winds to be 


ſilent, and the billows to 


ceaſe their roaring—hnſtantly 

they were huſhed — inftantly 

there infued a perfect calm *. 
25 He then faid to them, 


How weak is the confidence 


you ftill repoſe in my mira- 
culous power! — But this a- 
mazing ſcene ſtruck them 
| with NN —_— 


gs. he Kvua W eupu reed 
Nuos urs rx vr xataCnasTai, onmmror” ,‘ 
Is ars N Ya 76 la Ys AuUH,ESt 0%. V. 0. 481, Ke. 


— at d xv You er vn rene | 
Qa per bert viper areporperts, „ fs Ts ar 
Ayu vrexpup3n" aveyueio os Jer enrus 
1c epCptpsTaH: Tpopeuct: de os Powe rauTa 
Aud\ores* vun yay u er Fever gepr. al. O. 4 &c. 


© Kai Tor” ener ave nen traurare, 10 va 
Exer uin. E. 391. 42 


Ar ener” ert luer enauoers, 10e — i 
Exasro ynys uin, * fs Spank ee Odyl. M. 168. 


ment, 
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ment, and . looked one 
upon another, ſaying, What 


trious and divine perſonage 
is this, who only ſpeaks, and 
the tempeſtuous winds and 


agitated ſeas obey his love- | 


reign mandate! 

26 They ſoon reached the 
oppoſite ſhore, which was in 
the region of Gadara, and di- 
rectiy over- againſt Galilee. 

27 Immediately upon his 
landing he was met by a man, 
who'was formerly an inhabi- 
tant of the town, but had 
been for a very conſiderable 
time | afflicted with raging 
madneſs— this wretched ob- 
je& lived not in any houſe, | 
but rambled naked among 
the dreary ſepulchres of the 
dead. | 


28 As ſoon as he ſaw Je-.“ 


feng): h ran up to him; and 
with a violent and frightful 
vociferation cried out, O Je- 
ſus, ſon of the moſt high God! 
what buſineſs have you with 
me! Let me entreat you not 
to aggravate my torments. 
29 This unhappy creature, 
whom Jeſus was going mira- 
culouſly to heal, was fre- 
quently agitated with ſuch 
violent fits of diſtraction, 
that he would burſt the 
ſtrongeſt bonds and fetters, 
in which he was confined, and 


with frantic rage and fury 
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ruſh into the wild and unfre- 
quented deſer ts. 
ſtupendous power do we here | 
ſee exerted! | What an illuſ⸗ name — my name, he replied, , 
is Legrou—for a legion of dæ- 
mons have taken Foce Bon of 
me. 


31 The madinan then begs 


30 Jeſus aſked him his 


ged that he would not pre- 


cipitate his _— into the 


profound a 

32 It — chat there 
was, at ſome diſtance, a large 
herd of ſwine feeding on 2 
mountain the madman 
uttering ſuch extravagant 
things as perſons diſordeted 


in their intelle&s always do, 


earneſtly importuned Jeſus 


that the dæmons which were 


in him might enter the ſwine 
— Jeſus accordingly ſuffered 
the ſwine to be feired wRE 
madneſs. * 

33 Immediately the whole 
herd ruſhed forward in the 


wildeſt confuſion — ran with - 


the greateſt violence down a 
ſteep precipice—plunged in- 
to the lake—and all periſhed 
in the waves. 

34 The keepers, who were 
ſpectators of this ſcene, fled 
with the utmoſt precipitation 
and alarmed- the ton. and 
country around. | 

35 Struck with an account 


ſo aſtoniſhing, great numbers 


ſoon flocked to the place to 
| convince themſelves of the 


truth = theſe- facts — When 


this 
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this concourſe of people came 
to Feſus, and found the mad- 
man ſitting at his feet in tran- 
quillity and compoſure, re- 
conciled to the uſe of cloaths, 
and reſtored to the full en- 
joyment of his intellectual 
ers — they were ſcized 
with the laſt terrour and a- 
mazement. | 
36 Thoſe then who were 
preſent gave them a diſtinct 
detail of the whole tranſaction 
how the herd was loſt, and 
how the diſtracted perſon was 
miraculouſly healed. 
37 Upon- this the people | 


who were aſſembled on this |: 


occafion from every. part of 
the. adjacent region of Ga- 
dara, were ſeized with ex- 
treme terrour, and unani- 
mouſly entreated him to leave | 
their country — at their unit- 
ed ſolicitation he went aboard 
the veſſel, deſigning to re- 
paß the lake. FI 


38 Here the perſon, whom | 


Jefus had lately cured of 
madneſs, ſeeing him about to 
depart, began to ſollicit him 
in the moſt earneſt terms, 
that he would permit him to 
be his inſeparable companion 
— But Jeſus Ainet him, 
and ſaid, 9 

39 Go home, and report 
to thy relations and country- 
men the great bleſſings that | 
God hath beſtowed upon thee 
— Upon this he departed, Th 


of J E S U 8 Chap. viii. 5 


and publiſhed in every town 
and —— where he came, 
what a monument he was of 
the miraculous Power of Je-. 5 
ſus! mr 

40 On his arrival. on the 
oppoſite ſhore a vaſt multi- 
tude, who all ardently wait 
ed his return, faw and receiv- 
ed him with tranſport. + 

41 Here a perſon of great 
eminence, called Jairus, the 
principal ruler of the ſyna- 
gogue, advanced up to — 
and proſtrating himſelf at his 


feet, implored him to 80 with 


him to his houſe, 

42 telling him, overnbela. 
ed in a flood of grief, that his 
only daughter, who was about 
twelve years of age, was now 
in the agonies of death 
Jeſus immediately went along 
with the ruler — but in his 
way was greatly embarraſſed 
and incommoded by the ves: 


[rounding crowds. 


43 Among whom was a 
woman who had for twelve 
years been greatly afflicted 
with a flux of blood, and 
had ſpent all her fortune i in 
making trial of various phy- 
ſicians, but could not receive 
any benefit from all the dif- 


{ferent remedies they had Pre- 


ſcribed. _ 

44 This perſon ſtole fofily 

behind him, and unperceived 

by any one touched the hem 

of his garment — That very 
moment 


flo Wp). 
45 Jeſus imtnedliatek y rurn-| 
ed round and aſked, who it 
was that had juſt touched him | 
E Thoſe who were around 
his perſon declaring they had 
not, Peter and ſome others 
who were with him ſaid to 
him, How is it poſſible, Sir, 
but this muſt happen, when 


on every ſide with fuch an 


immenſe crowd. 
46 Jeſus ſaid, Somebody 


ä hath touched me- t Jam 


conſcious that ſalutary virtue 
hath been educed from my 
4 The woman ſeeing, | 
that ſhe could not pals und- 
covered, came up to him ter- 
rified and trembling, and pro- 
ſtrating herſelf at his feet, 


told, before the multitude, 
the cauſe that had induced her | 
to touch him, and that ſhe 


was inſtantaneouſly reſtored 
to perfect health. 


48 Jeſus ſaid to her, 
| Daughter, remove your fears 


your confidence in my 
power hath effected your cure 
—Go and aſſure yourſelf that 


your diſeaſe is forever expelled. 


49 During this tranſaction, 
as he was ſpeaking theſe 


words, a meſſenger was diſ- 


patched to the ruler, inform- 


ing him, that his daughter 


* 
9 
7 
* 


[ 


5 Luxe. 


moment the blood ceaſed to| 
|; | char” the prophet / need nor 


5 


* 


had breathed her laſt, and 


trouble himſelf to come down 
to the houſGG. 2 
50 When Teſts keard this 


ſmelſüge delivered, he ſaid to 
the ruler, Diſpel your ſorrows 
repoſe an unſhaken confi- 
dence in my power, and ſhe 
ſhall be reſtored to life. 

5 EM Entering the houſe he 
you are encircled and preſſed | ſu 


ed none to accompany 
him, but Peter, James, and 


John, and the Parents of the 


young lady. 


all in the 


unhappy death. feſus faid to 


them, put an end to theſe 


exceſſes of grief and ſorrow 


the young lady is not dead, 


ſhe is only ſunk i into a pre 
found ſleep. 


mourners could not forbear 
expreſſing by their looks the 
contemptible opinion they had 


of him as a prophet they all 
knowing very "ou that ſne 


was really dead. 
554 TIE" men, ire order- 
ing them all to quit the room, 


took the dead body by the 


hand, and with a loud voice 

.cried, Young lady riſe! 
55 That moment ſhe was 

reanimated that moment ſhe 


rhem, 


52 Here a mournful cette 

preſented itſelf- 
houſe were diſſolved in tears, 
deploring her premature and 


53 For theſe words the 


got N then ordered 


"att > SO 


8 . 


r 


— * 
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them, as a. convineing proof 


health, to bring her victuals. 

56 So amazing a ſpectacle 
ſeized her parents with the 
laſt aftoniſhment—whom he 
ſtrictly charged not on any 
account to er the mi- 
tacle. 


C WA P. IX. 


called his twelve diſci- 
her before him in 


ples toget 
a body, and ſolemnly inveſt- 


ed them all with a power to 


| madneſs and every o- 


EXPEL 
ther obſtinate diſeaſe. 
2 When he had ade 


them. with ſpiritual gifts and 


_ miraculous. powers, he ſent 
them out to publ 
ful news of the goſpel dil- 
penſation, and to confirm 


their doctrines Kar 0 miraculous 


Cures. 


: 3. Before he diſtniſſed chem 4 
he ſaid, Make no- anxious 


proviſion for your journey, 
and take with you neither 


bread or money, neither two 
ſticks, or two opper gar- 


ments. 


4 . Families ad- 


mit you, ſhow yourſelves 


content and ſatisfied with the | 


accommodations. you meet 


with. and remove not to 


any other all the time you 
| The repeated information he 


ſtay. in the place. 
5. Whatever towns refuſe 
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that ſhewas reſtored to perfect 


1 ABOUT this-time he 


iſn the joy- 


Chap. ix. 


to give you and your doc- 
trines a favourable reception, 
at your de e rate up 
the duſt under your feet up- 
on them, for à public teſti- 
— of their ener þ and 
nitence. of 
6 With theſe- inflonAiſarts 


ey departed, and -travelled 


| [thro the towns and villages, 


proclaiming every where the 
Joyful news of the ſpeedy 
— of the kingdom of 
God, and h every ma- 
lady to which the human bo- 
dy is liable. 

$— 7 Wrtn — the 
tetrarch heard of all the mi- 
racles he performed, the fame 
of which was now univerſally 
celebrated—it filled his breaſt 
with painful uncertainty and 
perturbation, becauſe ſome: 
aſſerted that he could be no 
other than John, whom pro- 
vidence had: iber from che 
dead. 

8 Others again perempto- | 
rily averred that it was Elias, 
who had made his appearance 
—while a third party as ſtre- 
nuouſly contended that he 
was ſome other of the antient 
prophets, whom God had | 
now reſtored to life. 

9 But Herod ſaid —T be- 
headed John — but who is 
this perſon of whom I hear 
theſe ſtrange accounts? = 


received of his amazing mi- 


i 


racles | 


Chap. ix. 
raclesgreatly excitedtheking's;| 
curiality, and he diſcovered an 
extreme deſite to ſee Jeſus, 
510 Tux apoſtles hav- 
ing executed the commiſſion 


he gave them returned, and 
gave Jeſus a particular detail:| - 


< the ſucceſs: they had met 
wih — He then took them 
with him, and privately with- 
drew into a remote ſolitude, 
ata conſiderable diſtance from 
a town called Bethſaida. 

11 But the multitude re- 
marking the place whither he 
had retired, they all followed 
him, and colletting together 


by Lux. 


4 


* 


_ around him in this receſs, he 


mounted to about five thou - 
ſand— He then ordered his 
diſciples to make — fs 


junctions, and diſpoſed: all the 
people in a methodical: and 
uniform arrangement. 

16 Jeſus then took the 4 


loaves and the two fiſhes, and 
ſolemnly looking up to hea- 


ven, bleſſed God — he then 


delivered theſe to his diſciples 


to diſtribute: ama: the: mul. 
titude. 


17 And-by his-miracalous . 


diſcaurſed to them on the prin-·¶ multiplication of this pittanee 


ciples and duties of the goſpel all this, numerous aſſembly 


Hand healed all who laboure 
ed: under any indiſpoſition. 

12 When the day was now 
far, advanced; the twelve diſ- 
ciꝑles came to him, and re- 
minded him of the neceſſity 
af diſmiſſing the multitude 
that they might have time 
ta reach the neareſt towns and 

villages, and provide them- 
ſelyes accommodations — for 
the place they now were in 
was an uninhabited deſert. 
13 He ſaid to them, Fur- 


niſn them yourſelves with: re- 


freſument all our preſent 
ſtock, they replied, amounts 
only to five loaves: and two 
fiſnes unleſs you would have 
us go and buy victuals for 


this immenſe multitude. 
= 


| 


| 


were entertained: with. a 


tiful repaſt—ſo: that after all 
were - ſatisfied, there were 


collected fragments. ſufficient 
to filli twelve baſkets, 

. &—18-Sous: time after this 
as he was offering up his de- 
votions, attended only by his 


Ane he aſked them, 


what opinion the: vulgar en- 
tertained of him. 
19 There is a great divers 
* of ſentiments, they re- 
plied, concerniag you fon 
— aſſert that you are John 
the Baptiſt— ſome. that you 
are Elias— and others mains 
tain: that you are one of: tho 
antient prophets providen- 
tially; raiſed to life. 
20; He interrogated them 


what 


14 For their number a- 
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what conception they them- 
| felves had formed of him 
Peter replied, We believe yur b 
90 be the great Meſſiah. 
2 er heard this de- 
be, 0e . E 
charged them all not to di- 
— 2 it to the world 
42 at the ſame time aſſur - 
ing them — that the ſon of 
man would ſhortly be in- 
volved in the moſt dreadful 
fufferings — be publickly re- 
jected and vilified by the ma- 
giſtrates, the high-prieſts, and 
the whole body of the clergy | 
— — they would ſhed his 
lood—Bur on the third day 
he ſhould: be raiſed to life. 
23 He then ſaid to them 
all-—If any one is defirous to | 
2 e himſelf as my true 
and genuine diſciple, let him 


deny himſelf every ſenſual and 


ſinful gratification and with 
deliberate fortitude and com- 
poſure chearfully ſubmit — 
that ſeries of ſorrows and p- 
ſecutions, which I have ſul⸗ 
tamed before him. 
24 For that perſon that 
chooſes to ſave his life by 
mean and criminal complian- 
ces, ſhall be for ever depriv- 
ed of it — but he who loſes 
bis life for his inviolable at- 
tachment to my cauſe, ſhall re- 
gain it with infinite advan- 


tage. 
25 And what would the 


\ * 


verlaſtin 


vi aſhamed of me, and publickl 
| abjures my religion, may 


of J=sus Chap. ix. 
and grandeur of the world 
11 — to him who: ſhould 
ferfen life, and incur the e- 
8 loſs of - his exiſ- 
tence |. . 

26 Whoever: 8 is 
ſure himſelf, that the fon of | 


man will publickly renounce. 
and reject him in that ſolemn 


day, when he ſhall deſcend 


to judge the world, veſted 
with the matchleſs glory of 
his ſupreme Father, and at- 
tended by a moſt ſplendid re- 
tinue of angels. 

27 Be aſſured alſo of this: 
as a moſt certain truth, That 
there are ſome perſons no w- 
before me who ſhall live to 
ſee the erection of the goſpel 
kingdom. 

28 Azovr a wack after 
this, he took Peter, James, 
and John—and aſcended with 
them to the ſummit of a lofty 
and ſequeſtered mountain to 
pour out his pious Aar 
tions to God! 

29 But behold ! as he was 
engaged in his devotional ex- 
erciſes — his perſon ſuddenly 
underwent a ſurpriſing alte- 
ration—and his cloaths emit- 
ted a white and dazzling ef- 
fulgence.. 

30 After this two perſons 
in moſt glorious and reſplen- 


acquiſition of all the riches | 


dent forms, who were Moles 
| and 


Chap. ix. 


and Elias, appeared — and 
entered into a conference 
„ 9 2945; 7-7 

31 The ſubject of their 
converſation was—the ſuffer- 
ings he was to ſuſtain, and 
the exit he would ſhortly 
make at Jerufalem. | 

32 Peter and his two com- 
Panions however, before the 
perſon of Jeſus was thus me- 
tamorphoſed, had ſunk into 
a profound ſleep — but upon 
their awaking they were pre- 
ſented with the amazing ſpec- 
tacle of the glorious ſplen- 
dour that ſurrounded him 
and ſaw the two prophets 
engaged in converſation with 
Wo 

33 When theſe two illuſ⸗ 
trious ſpirits ſeparated from 
Jeſus— Peter ſaid to him, O 
Sir, what a delectable reſi- 
dence might we fix here! — 
Permit us to erect three tents, 
one for you, another for Mo- 
ſes, a third for Elias — He 
knew not what he ſaid — for 
the amazing ſcene had ſuſ- 
pended all his faculties. 

34 While he was ſpeaking 
this, a bright luminous cloud 
advanced and fixed itſelf di- 
rectly over them The diſ- 
ciples ſeeing the two prophets 


were ſtruck with ſolemn awe 
and terfour inn wn, 


35 At the ſame time an 
articulate voice iſſued out of 
it— This is my ſon! the ob- 
ject of my fondeſt affections 


ſtructions! 


ſus was ſtanding alone This 
ſingular tranſaction the diſ- 
ciples kept a profound ſeeret 
—and according to the ſtrict 
injunction of Jeſus acquaint- 
ed no one at that time with 
the glorious ſcene that had 
been exhibited before them. 
$ — 37 Drservpixo the 
next day from the mountain, 
they were met by a numerous 
concourſe of people. 


accoſted him in a loud voice 
and ſaid, Divine teacher! I 
beſeech you have compaſſion 
upon my ſon, for he is mine 
only child. 1:30 Pn 

39 He is in a moſt ſhock- 
ing and deplorable condition 
— for he is ſubject to terrible 


moſt frightful manner — is 
dreadfully- convulſed, and 
foams at the mouth—in- theſe 


ſuffering the -moſt racking 


received up into this cloud, 


u The verb being in the pluperfect 


verſe, indicate that ſleep had overcome them before the commencement of 


the amazing ſcene. 


Mo . I. 


tenſe and the next member of the 


P | and 


'—Attend and obey his in- 


36 When theſe ſolemn 
words were pronounced Je- 


38 Among whom a perſon 


fits, in which he roars in a 


he lies a conſiderable time, 


K re 
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40 This unhappy creature 
I brought to your diſciples, 


imploring their affiltance — | 


but they could not relieve 
him. 

41 Upon this Teſus broke 
out into- the following excla- 
mation, O incredulous and 


perverſe age! how long ſhall | 


I be a witneſs of your infide- 
lity! How long ſhall I bear 
your incorrigible obſtinacy— 
He then ordered the parent 
to bring his ſon to him. 

42 But in his way he was 
Sd with a fit—in which he 
lay convulſed in an horrible 
manner — Jeſus then by his 
authoritative voice inſtantly 
expelled the diſcaſe — and 
preſented him to his father. 


43 All preſent were ſeized 
with aſtoniſhment and awe at- 


ſeeing the power of God ex- 


. erted in ſo amazing and ſig- 


nal a manner — But, while all 


_ were engaged in devoutly cx- 


preſſing their wonder and ſur- 
prize, Jeſus turned to bis dil- 
ciples and faid, 

44 Suffer all the things of 
which you have been witneſſes 
to make a ſtrong and.indelible 
impreſſion upon your minds 
— for the fon of man will 


| ſhortly be delivered into the 


power of his implacable ad- | 


verſaries. 
45 But they underſtood 


not his meaning — their pre- 
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and moft horrible agonies. 


Chap. If; 
judices prevented them from 
underſtanding it—they. were 
afraid however to deſire him 
to be more particular. 
46 Tux diſciples about 
this time had been engaged 
in a warm debate, Which of 
them ſhould be elevated to the 
higheſt and moſt diftinguiſh- 
ed. poſt under their maſter, 
when he ſhould eftabliſh bis 
kingdom. 


47 Bur Jeſus, knowing the 


ſecret purpoſes. they harbour- 
ed in their breaſts, took a 
little child, and nn it oy: 
fore him;4t 1446 

48 He then ſaid to al 
He that looks upon this child 
as an emblem of a true Chrit- 


tian, clearly comprehends the 
| ſpirit and genius of the gol- 


pel, and underſtands the im- 
portant end which my Father 
lent me into the world to pro- 
mote — For whoever among 
you ſtoops to the, humble/t 
offices ſhall be exalted ro the 
hig beſt honours. | 

49: John ſaid to * Sir! 
we lately met with a man, 
who made uſe of your name 
in effecting miraculous cures 
ve therefore ſtrictly forbad 
him for the future to e 
ſuch freedom, as he is not a 


| 3 of our ſociety. 


no means hinder 
his 8 Ineſs, replied Jeſus 
—— For amongſt the pre- 
judices of the preſent age, we 


have 


Chap. ix. 


have reaſon to regard every 
one as a friend to us who doth 
not oppoſe us. 


$— 51 Taz period of his 


public miniſtry being now al- 


moſt completed, and the time 
fixed for his aſcenſion to hea- 


ven approaching-—he openly 
declared his intention of go- 
ing up to the capital. 

52 Accordingly he ſent 
meſſengers before, to provide 
the neceſſary accommodati- 
ons for him on the road — 
Theſe entered a village be- 
longing to the Samaritans, 
intending to prepare what 


was proper againſt his com- 


ing. 


remptorily refuſed him ad- 
miſſion — merely becauſe his 
deſign apparently was to wor- 
ſhip at Jeruſalem. _ 

54 Two of his diſciples, 
James and John, being fired 
with indignation at this treat- 
ment of him, ſaid to him, 
Sir! will you give us leave 


to deſtroy theſe inhoſpitable | 


. wretches with fire from hea- 
ven *, as Elias did his ene- 
mies. | : : 
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55 But he turned and ſe- 
verely reproved them, ſaying, 
| You know not what diſpo- 


53 But the inhabitants pe- 


ſition the goſpel deſigns all 


its profeſſors to cultivate |! - 


56 For the fon of man did 
not deſcend from heaven and 
aſſume human nature to de- 
vote men to deſtruction, but 


to reſcue them from it. 


857 As they were tra- 
velling, a perſon dazzled with 
the hopes of gaining prefer- 


ment in his kingdom, ad- 
vanced up to him and ſaid, 
Sir, I am determined to be 


your conſtant and inſeparable} 


companion, wherever you go. 
58 To this ſpeech Jeſus 
replied, You egregiouſly err, 


if you imagine I am going to 
eſtabliſh an earthly kingdom 


of grandeur and magnificence 


— ſo far from this that the 
beaſts. of the field and the 


fowls of the air are accom- 


| modated with better and hap- 
pier conveniences than the 


{on of man. | 

59 To another Jeſus ſaid, 
Adhere to my religion, and 
reſolve to be my 
faithful follower — The man 


* It is very probable that from this incident he denominated them 


Boanerges, Ui the /o, of thunder, and tempeſt, See Univerſal Hiſt. 


Vol. x. p. 547, 8vo. 


y There is a fine paſſage ſimilar to this in a ſpeech of Tiberius Gracchus 


recorded by Plutarch. Ta wiv Onpre Ta T 172149 vemfarrdy Halt Qf- 
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replied, 
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replied, I am determined to 
do 1 for the preſent 
it me to go home firſt, 
and attend the funeral of my 
deceaſed father. 

60 jJeſus ſaid to him, Let 
thoſe who are dead to all ſenſe 
of religion and virtue diſtract 
themſelves with ſordid cares 
— but do you inviolably de- 
vote yourfelves to ſtudy and 
promulgate the doctrines of 
the goſpel. | 

61 A third faid, I have; 
formed deliberate reſolutions 
to attach myſelf inſeparably 
to your cauſe — only at pre- 
ſent allow me to go and take 


leave of my friends, and ſet- 


tle my domeſtic affairs. 
62 Jeſus ſaid to him, I 
deem every perſon abſolutely | 


unfit to ſupport and propa- | 


gate my religion, who hav- | 
ing once ſtrenuauſly engaged | 


in it, ſuffers himſelf to be di- 


verted from it by earthly pur- 
ſuits and ſecular concerns. 


"CHAP. X. 


r A FTER this he ſelected 
+2 from among his fol- 
lowers ſeventy other diſciples 
— hom he previouſly de- 
puted two and two together 
to every town and village, 
which he himſelf intended to 
viſi in order that they 
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men for tlie apcien a his : 
doctri | 


rine, | 
2 To theſe he gave abs 
following ſolemn charge be- 
fore he diſmiſſed them 
How copious is the harveſt 
but alas how few the labour- 
ers! Do you earneſtly pray 
therefore to the Creator of 
immortal ſouls, that he would 
of his infinite mercy raiſe and 
qualify a number of fit per- 


— to reap ſo great glo- 
rious an harveſt ! 
3 By ſendi u 3 


to preach the goſpel, I am 
ſenſible I expoſe you to the 
rage and cruelty. of an im- 
moral and depraved world— 
conſider yourſelves therefore 
as lambs in the midſt of 
wolves. | 

4 Be not ra make 
any preparations for your 
journey —nor ſuffer any affi- 


external forms of civility to 


] detain you a mament on mw 


road. 
5 On your firſt entrance 


I into any family greet it in the 


moſt friendly terms, and wiſh 
it every divine and human 
felieity , 

6 And if the maſier of it 
be a perſon of real worth and 
virtue, the bleſſings you im- 
plore ſhall deſcend upon him 
—if not — the bleſſings you 
have INE the A gy 


might Pen the minds of 


ty 


cious ceremonies and mere 


ty to beſtow upon that fami- 

1 ſhall be imparted to you. 
7 The virtuous and good 

5 wil receive you into their 


families, and ſupply you 


with the neceſſaries and con- 
veniences of life to this ſup- 


port the faithful diſcharge of 
your duty will entitle you — 
Continue in that family, that 
gives you a kind reception, 
all the time you ſtay in the 
place, and remove not from 
one family to another, that 
the world may not ſuſpect 
your moderation 4 4 terhpe- 
rance. 
8 In every town that re- 
ceives you ſhew yourſelves 
pleaſed with the victuals and 
accommodations that are pro- 
vided for you. 

9 Heal all the indiſpoſed 
| that are in it, and ſolemnly 
_ proclaim to all its inhabitants 

the ſpeedy eftabliſhment of 

the | kingdom. 

1 Re — refuſe you 
the rites of hoſpitality and 
reject your inſtructions—go 
into the ſtreets, and money 
this public declaration : 

11 The duſt of your town 
we ſhake off from under our 
feet upon you, as a public 


teſtimony to you all of your 


wilful impenitence — Be al- 


ſured however that the king- | 


dom of God will very ſhortly 
be erected. 
12 I ſolemnly declare to 
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you, that in the general judg- 

ment much leſs ſevere pu- 
niſhment will be inflicted on 
Sodom than on that town. 

13 Woe unto you, O ye 
inhabitants of Chorazin and 
Bethſaida ! Had ſuch ſtrik- 
ing proofs of miraculous 

wer and divine authority 
been diſplayed before the ci- 
tizens of Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have deemed the 
evidences irreſiſtible, and re- 
pented with the ſincereſt con- 
trition and remorſe. = 

14 The inhabitants there- 
| fore of Tyre and Sidon ſhall 
.be finally doomed to puniſh- 
ments leſs dreadful and ſe- 
vere than what you ſhall be 
devoted to. 

15 And thou, O Caper- 
naum, who haſt now by thy 

wer and opulence mount- 
ed to ſo high an elevation, 
ſhalt then be precipitated into 
| the loweſt gulph of deffruc- 
tion and miſery. 

16 Every one who receives 
you, in effect receives me 
he who rejects your inſtruc- 
tions, rejects mine — and he 
who diſobeys mine admoni- 
tions, diſobeys the admoni- 
tions of God, who originally 
delegated and ſent me into 
the world. 

17 Tux ſeventy af 
having fulfilled their com- 
miſſion returned to Jeſus in 


an ecſtacy * joy, and ſaid, 


Sir, 
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Sir, by the powers with which 
you inveſted us the dæmons 
were ſubjected to our con- 


troul. 


ſo long occupied. 
19 Behold! J endow you 
with power to vanquiſh your 


moſt fell and implacable ad- 
verſaries — and all their de- 
termined rage and rancour 


O 


ſhall not be able to injure 
with which J am inveſted, as 


you or your cauſe. 


20 Be not however elated 


with ſuch joy on account of 
the obſtinate and incurable 
diſeaſes you have expelled 
— but rather indulge the 


higheſt tranſports that your 


names are enrolled in the re- 
giſter of heaven. 
$—21 AT that time Jeſus 


in pious exultation poured 


forth his grateful acknow- 
ledgments to heaven in the 
following language—I thank 
thee, O thou great parent of 
univerſal nature, that thou 
| haſt hid the evidences of the 
goſpel from thoſe who value 
e 1 255 their ſupe- 
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18 He ſaid to thai” Sa- 
tan now no longer reigns 
triumphant — he is now de- 

oſed and fallen from that 
high elevation, which he hath | 
ed — He then turned to his 
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rior wiſdom and erudition, 
but haft exhibited them in 
their full power and energy 
before humble and ingenuous 
minds — This procedure, O 
ſupreme Father of all, was 
in conſequence of that plan 
which thine infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs originally form- 


diſciples and ſaid, 

22 God hath delegated me 
to reveal his will to mankind 
— and there is no being ſo 
well acquainted with the il- 
luſtrious dignity and office 


my Father — nor is there any 
intelligent being favoured 
with ſo clear and ſublime a 
perception of the nature and 
perfections of the Deity, as 
the ſon, and as all will enter- 
tain, Who receive the Chrit- 
tian revelation, 

23 He then addreſſed him- 
ſelf to his diſciples and ſaid 
to them in private, Diſtin- 
guiſhed is your happineſs in 
being the ſpectators of theſe 
ſingular tranſaftions! 

24 For be aſſured, that 
great numbers of renowned 
princes, and illuſtrious pro- 


\phets have ardently wiſhed o 


* By Satan i is, f guratively, meant Jupiter, and the falſe abſurd Deities | 


of the heathen theology. 


This paſſage is a prediction of our Lord, ex- 


preſſed in the uſual ſublime prophetic ſtile, that the pagan eſtabliſhment 


would be overturned by Chriſtianity. 


He means the bigotted advocates of the Jeri and Heathen ſuper- 


, Eitions, 
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ſee the facts that you every 
day behold, and to hear thoſe 
inſtructions which are com- 


municated to you, but this 


ſignal happineſs, which you 
enjoy, was denied them 
$— 25 A Jewiſh clergy- 
man ſtood up, and intend- 
ing to make trial of his abi- 
lities and knowledge, ſaid to 


him What courſe of practice 


ſhall I purſue in order to ob- 


tain eternal happinels ? 
206 Jeſus ſaid: to him, What 


doth the law exjoin upon this 


ſubject ? 

29 He replied — It incu]- 
. cates. upon us the neceſſity 
of loving God with a moſt 
pure, intenſe and unaliena- 
ble affection— It alſo enjoins 
us to cultivate the moſt 
benevolent diſpoſitions to- 
wards our neighbour. 

28 Jeſus ſaid to him, The 
anſwer you have returned is 
a juſt one conform your 
life to theſe precepts, and 


you will obtain a bleſſed im- 


mortality. 
209 But being defirous to 
ſecure himſelf from exrour and 


to know the exact limits of 


his duty, he reſumed the diſ- 


courſe, and ſaid to Jeſus 
But who, Sir, is my nee 
bour? 

30 Jeſus replied—A Jew | 
being on a journey from Je- 
ruſalem to Jericho, had the 
misfortune to fall in with a 
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gang of highwaymen, who 


robbed him—ſtripped him of 
every thing he had beat him 


unmercifully——and left him 
for dead in the road. 


| 31 A prieſt happening to 


travel that way ſaw him ly- 
ng in that deplorable condi- 
tion but turned his horſe 


to the other ſide of the road 


and went on 
32 A Levite too coming 


| to the place viewed him for 


ſome time, as he lay covered 
with wounds and blood 
but rode by. 

33 But a Samaritan travel-: 
ling that road, when he came 
up to him, and ſaw him wal- 
lowing in blood, and ſenſe- 


leſs— this ſhocking ſpectacle 


immediately awakened all his 
ſenſibility and tenderneſs. 

34 He inſtantly flew to 
him——raiſed him from the 


ground—dreſſed his wounds 


Hand with the moſt officious 
care and concern bound them 
up—He then took him in his 


arms, and placing him on his 


own beaſt, ſupported him on 
it till he reached the inn 


where he ſtill continued to 


ſhew him the ſame bene vo- 


lence and compaſſion. 


35 In the morning before- 
his departure, he called his 
hoſt, and giving him two de- 
narii, ſaid to him—Let me 
ſtrongly recommend to you 
the care of that unfortunate 

24 creature 
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creature any farther expence 
that you may be at on his ac- 


count, I will not fail moſt . 
chearfully to defray on my 
return. 

36 Now which of theſe | 
thice do you think was neigh- 
bour to the man who was 
thus. barbarouſly treated by 


robbers? 8. 


37 Undoubtedly, faid he, 
the perſon who gave him ſuch 


| beneyolent aſſiſtance N 


ſaid to him, Go and act in 
the ſame manner. 

$—38 Brix on a jour- | 
ney and entering a certain 
village——a woman named 


Martha ſent him an invita- 


tion to her houſe. 

39 He accepting it, her 
lter Mary ſat down at his 
feet iſtening to the inſtruc- 
tions he delivered with the 
moſt eager and enraptured 
attention. 1 hs 

40 Martha, in the mean 
time being embarraſſed in 
providing an entertainment, 
came to Jeſus and ſaid, Sir, 
by my ſiſter's attendance up- 
on you, the whole buſineſs | 
of the houſe hath devolved 

upon me—order: her to aſſiſt 
me in the neceſſary duties of | 
the family, 
2 Jeſus ſaid to her, Mar- 


tha! you are now perplexing. 


b This name occurs in bleu Marius, 


Grcce, 
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and diſtreſſing yourſelf i in pro- 
viding a grand and amp 
ous entertainment, 1115 

42 when a ſimple and, mo- 
derate repaft. i is entirely ſuf- 
ficient — Your, lifter, there- 
fore, is better employed, and 
hath made that wiſe and pru- 
dent choice, the happy ef- 
fects of which will be for 
ever durable and nee 


0 


ER XI. 
AS he was offering up 


his devotions in a cer- 
'tain place, one of his diſci- 
ples greatly affected with the 
fervency of his prayers, ſaid 


to him, after he had conclud- 


ed, Sir, pleaſe to give us ſome 
inſtrudtions concerning prayer 


| —ſince, John taught his dif. 


ciples in what manner to diſ- 
charge this important duty. 

2 He ſaid to them, in your 
22 conform to the fol- 
owing model O thou great 
governour and parent of uni- 
verſal nature, who manifeſteſt 
thy glory to the bleſſed in- 
habitants of heaven may all 
thy rational creatures in all 
the parts of thy boundleſs do- 
minion be happy in the know- 
ledge of thy exiſtence and pro- 


| ne. and celebrate thy 


perfections in a manner moſt 
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worthy thy nature, and per- 
fective of their own ! ee 
the glory of thy moral go- 
vernment be advanced, and 
the great laws of it be more 
generally obeyed — May the 
inhabitants of this world pay 
as chearful a ſubmiſſion and 
as conſtant an obedience to 
thy will, as the happy ſpirits 
do in the regions of * immor- 
tality. 

3 * chou haſt hitherto moſt 
mercifully ſupplied our wants, 
deny us not the neceſſaries and 
conveniencies of life, while 
thou art pleaſed to continue 
vs in it. 5 

4 Pardon the numerous 
fins that we have been guilty 
of towards thee—as we freely 
forgive and eraſe from our 
hearts the injuries that our 
fellow creatures have done to 
us and ſuffer no temptation 
to aſſault us too powerful for 
the frailty of our natures and 
the imperfection of our vir- 
tue but in all our trials may 
thine almighty aid interpoſe 
and reſcue us from vice and 
ruin. 

5 After he had delivered 
this form he ſaid to them 
one of you hath a friend—he | 
runs to him in a great hurry | 
at midnight——awakes him, 
and ſupplicates _ in the 
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following importunate man- 
ner—Do my friend lend me 
three loaves. 

6 For a perſon Fu whom 
I have the greateſt regard be- 
ing on a journey into this 
country ©, hath rode a long, | 
way out of his road merely tg 
ſee me—and I have nothing 
at all in the houſe to ſet be- 
fore him. 

7 To theſe earneſt ſolicita- 
tions the churl within doors 
mutters—W hy do you diſturb 
me at this unſeaſonable hour 
the door is locked and 
bolted my children are with 
me in bed cannot rife and 
give you what you want. 
8 This perſon however, 
tho? poſſeſſed of ſuch a ſurly 
and brutal diſpoſition, tho' 
the common obligations of 
friendſhip cannot excite him 
to this benevolent office, will 
yet ſuffer himſelf at laſt to be 
prevailed upon by the dint of 
importunity and ſolicitation. 

9 In the ſame fervent man- 
ner do you offer your petiti- 
ons to God and he will gra- 
 ciouſly beſtow them — with 
the ſame earneſtneſs and fer- 
vour do you approach the 
throne of divine mercy, and 
you ſhall not be repulſed. 


10 For the fervent prayers | 


of . good perſon to the | 


e This is the meaning of the ii, and greatly heightens the 3 


of the N 


Father 


wWorſt characters give to their 
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Father of wiſdom and good- | 
neſs to ſupply his wants and | 
to ſtrengthen his imperfect 
virtue, will not be rejected. 
11 Learn from parental 
tenderneſs the indulgent diſ- 
poſition of the ſupreme Fa- 
ther towards his rational oft- 
ſpring For is there any man, 
however abandoned and bru- 
tal, who when his child cries 
for bread, will give him a 
ſtone —or a ſerpent, when he 
deſires a fiſh ? 
12 or when he requeſts of 
him an egg, will he put into 
his hands a ſcorpion ? 
13 If therefore parents of the 


children what is proper and 
uſeful for them how much 
more will the benign and 
co ionate Father of all 
impart divine aſſiſtance to Ris 
ſupplicants! . 

$ — 14 ABovT this time 
there was brought to him a 
dumb idiot, whom he inſtant- 
ly reſtored to his intellects 
and ſpeech — This ſpectacle 
ſtruck the multitude with ex- 
treme aſtoniſhment. 

15 But ſome who were pre- 
fent faid, This perfon only 
ejects dæmons in conſequence 
of a confederacy with Beel- 
zebub their infernai prince. 
16 While others, not con- 
vinced by theſe exertions of 


ö 


, 


* See note on Math. xii. 27. 
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miraculous power, requeſted 
him to ſhew them ſome grand 
luminous phænomenon in the 
{ky, as a proof of his divine 
authority and nnffion. ' 

17 But he being perfectly 
acquainted with their malici- 
ous thoughts and unſurmount- 
able prejudices againſt him, 
turned to them and thus ad- 
dreſſed them — You aſcribe 
my miracles to a compact 
with Beelzebub — but conſi- 


| der, that every kingdom torn 


by internal diviſions is quick- | 
ly reduced to a ſtate of the 
moſt deplorable deſolation 
and ruin—and every family 
full of diſcord and mutual 
animoſity cannot flouriſh, 

18 Now if Satan em ower 
any one to expel thoſe dæ- 
mons which he - himſelf in- 


jects, he muſt foment diſſen- 


tions in his own kingdom 
and conſequently muſt con- 
ſent to its weakneſs and de- 
molition. 

19 Beſides, if 1 eject de- 
mons by a confederacy with 


Beelacbub — by whoſe aſſiſ- 
tance do your relations ex- 


pel them as to any real 
league or compact that they 
have with infernal ſpirits I. 
refer you to their determi- 


nation and judgment “. 
20 But if I exterminate 


dæmons, and heal the moſt 


obſtinate 


obſtinate and incurable diſ- 
orders by a power communi- 
cated to me by the Deity— | 
it follows that I am autho- 
rized by God to eſtabliſh his 
kingdom 'and promote the 
intereſts of his moral en, 
ment. 

21 The furniture and for- 
tune of a ſtrong man remain 
in ſafety, while he 


armour, and hath no foe to 
poſe him, but who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of inferiour ſtrength. 
22 But when a perlon of 
ſuperiour might attacks and 
vanquiſhes bim, he ſtrips him 
of that ſtrong armour in which 
he confided pillages his 
houſe, and carries off the 
ſpoils in victorious triumph 
— So the power with which 
Jam endowed to expel dæ- 
mons proves me poſſeſſed of 
force ſuperiour to theirs. 
23 So far therefore am I 
from being an accomplice 
with Satan, as you inſinuate 
— that Satan diſclaiming all 
connections with me, oppoſes 
me with implacable malice 
— and is ſo far from being 
my auxiliary, that he cauſes 
the greateſt miſchiefs in or- 
der to counteract. my de- 
figns *, 
24 When an impure ſpirit 
is ejected out of a man, it 


- © Sce note on Matth. xii. 30. 
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roams over dreary and inhoſ- 


pitable waſtes, in queſt of re- 
poſe, but farally diſappointed 
— Tired with devious wan- 
dering, and filled with de- 
ſpondency, it forms a reſo- 
lution, at all adventures, to 
return to its old reſidence: 

25 But behold! on its ap- 
proach it finds it furniſned 
with every elegance for its 
reception. 

26 Tranſported with this 


unexpected happineſs, it ran- 
ges in ſearch of its compa- 
nions, and takes a number 
of demons of greater ma- 
lignity and ferocity than it- 


ſelf — and they all take poſ- 
ſeſſion, ' and render the laſt 
condition of that man infi- 
nitely more wretched-and wt 
plorable than it was before *. 

$—27 As hewas rus tan 
in this diſcourſe, a woman 
cried out in an ecſtaſy of ad- 
miration and wonder — Rleſ- 
ſed is the woman, who eee 
thee into the world! 

28 He replied, You ought 
rather to have ſaid, Bleſſed 
are thoſe who attentively hear 
and obey the word of God. 

$—29 A vasT concourſe 


of people being at this time 


collected around I him, he ſaid, 
How abandoned and perverſe | 
is the preſent age ! Not con- 
vinced by the miracles I we 


7 See note on Matth.; xii. 45. 
form, 
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form, they require me, for 
their conviction, to diſplay 


before them ſome grand re- 


ſplendent prodigy in the air 
— but as they have reſiſted 
all the other ſtriking. teſti- 
monies I have hitherto pro- 
dueed, no miraculous pro- 
digy ſhall be farther indulged 
to them, except one that will 
be. ſimilar to what befel the 
ophet Jonah. _ 
2 For as the miraculous | 
reſtoration of Jonah after he | 
had been ingulphed in the a- 
byſs and encloſed in the bel- | 


Iy of a fiſh three days, was a | 


'proof to the Ninevites that 
e was inveſted with a divine 


commiſſion—ſo a like ſignal | 


proof ſhall the ſon of man 
exhibit to the proſent gene- 
ration. 

{$8 The conduct of the 
queen of Arabia will at the 
general judgment evince to 
the whole aſſembled world 


that the condemnation - of 


the preſent race will. be juſt | 
— for ſhe felt ſuch emo- 
tions at the report of Solo- | 
mon's celebrated , wiſdom, | 
that ſhe haſtened with 1 impa- 
tient ſteps to Jeruſalem tho 
fituated at a great diſtance 
from her own dominions—— 
But the preſent generation 
treat a perſon. of ſuperiour 
wiſdom and eminence to So- 
lomon with the laſt contempt. 

6 1 behaviour of the 
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inhabitants of Ninevè ſhows 
the conduct of the preſent 
age to be abſolutely inexcuſa- 
ble For tho* Jonah only 
| gave them verbal admonitions, 
attended with no miracles — 
yet they repented in deep and 
ſincere contrition But this 
age rejects a perſon endowed 
with infinitely greater 1 
my and ſuperiour dignity.. - 
33 A lamp is not lighted 
in order to be concealed — 
but is placed on fone conſpi- 
cuous eminence, that all the 
houſe may enjoy its uſeful 
beams. 

34 Reaſon is to the ſoul 
what the lamp is in darkneſs 
—if thy reaſon be therefore 
preſerved ſtrong and clear, it 
will illuminate all thy —. 
diſpoſitions — But if the e 

of reaſon be ſuffuſed with — 
Judice, or injured by vice, all 
thine intellectual powers will 
be loſt in the ſhades of errour. 

35 Be careful therefore leſt 
thou wilfully obſcure thy rea- 
ſon for thy whole mind will 
then be involved in moſt de- 
| ploxavle: darkneſs. 

36 But if thou carefully 
preſerve - reaſon clear. from 
the miſts of prejudice and paſ- 
ſion, it will throw the moſt 
pure and ſalutary light over 
all thy mental powers. 
837 As he was hes: in- 
ſtructing the people, a Pha- 
riſee invited him to dine with 


him 
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him He accepted the invi- 
tation and ſat down to dinner. 
38 But the Phariſee was 
amazed, that he had not waſh- 
ed, before he ſat down at the 
taal 
309 Jeſus ſaid to him Tou 
Phariſees are extremely care- 
ful in decorating and adorn- 
ing the exterior part —— 
while the interior is deform- 
ed and polluted with ava- 
rice, oppreſſion, and other 
enormous vices. 
40 Abſurd and prepoſter- 
ous conduct! Did not the 
great Being, who made the 
external form, create the in- 
ternal intellectual powers — 
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and will he not be more ſo- 


licitous for the purity of the 
mind, than for the ſhowy 
elegance of the body ? 
41 The only way to ſecure 
your minds from all moral 
impurity and pollution is, to 
do good with the wealth you 
have accumulated, and to 
contribute to the relief of the 
indigent and neceſſitous. 
42 But O ye Phariſees ! 
dreadful will be your future 
miſery ! — for you are moſt 
religiouſly ſcrupulous in per- 
forming all the little niceties 
of the ceremonial law, and 
with a moſt. punctilious ex- 
actneſs mark the titheof mint, 
rue, and other herbs — but 
entirely diſregard the impor- 
tant duties of equity and the 
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love of God —— Theſe you 


ought to have made the great 


fundamental rules of your 


conduct, at the ſame time 


that you omitted not the ce- 
remonial injunctions. | 
43 Woe unto you, O ye 


| Phariſees! for it is merely to 


gratify your. pride and oſten- 
tation, that you ſtrive fo ve- 


hemently to ſecure the moſt _ 
diſtinguiſhed places in all re- 
ligious afſemblies—and to be 
j complimented in all places of 
public reſort with the pom- 


pous titles of Doctor and 

Rabbi b | 
44 Woe unto you, O ye 

hypocritical Scribes and Pha- 


riſees ! Your vile hypocriſy is 
concealed from the eye of the 


world — like ſome ſecret 


| graves, full of loathſome pu- 


trefaction and horror, over 


which men walk without per- 


ceiving them, or being able 
to diſtinguiſh from the com- 
mon path. e 

45 An expounder of the 


law being preſent, when Je- 


ſus uttered theſe juſt invec- 


tives, interrupted him, and 


ſaid, Sir! in ſatyrizing the 
vices of the age you include 
us, and reproach and inſult 
our order. „ ee ee, 

46 Jeſus replied, Dread- 
ful beyond deſcription, O ye 
expoſitors of the law, will be 
your future condemnation — 
for you oppreſs men with an 

| intolerable 
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intolerable burden of ſevere 
and tedious obſervances - but 
will not in your own practice 


conform to any of thoſe ſtrict 


and rigid preſcriptions, which 
you impoſe upon others. 
47 Great will be your fu- 
ture miſery ! — for you build 
and laviſh every embelliſh- 
ment on the tombs of thoſe 
very prophets, in whoſe blood 
your anceſtors embrued their 
hands. 25 
48 By the elegance you la- 
viſh upon theſe monuments, 
you give a public glaring teſ- 
timony, that you are the de- 
ſcendents of thoſe murderers 
— whoſe aſſaſſinations you 
alſo vindicate and juſtify in 
the face of the world, by 
building ſuch magnificent 
ſtructures for thoſe, whoſe 
blood your progenitors ſpil- 
2006: thts 1 | 
49 To reclaim them, ſaid 
God, from their vices, I will 
ſend among them . prophets 
and apoſtles but ſome of 
theſe they will perſecute, ſome 
they will murder. 54 
50 So that upon this very 
eneration all the blood that 
ath been ſhcd from the be- 
ginning of the world to the 
preſent time ſhall be revenged, 
51 from Abel, down to 


Zacharias, whom you cruelly | 
aſſaſſinated between the tem- | 


ple and the altar——all the 


blood, I repeat it, ſhed * 
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this long ſeries of years ſhall / 
be revenged on this very ge- 
nenen 1. 
52 Shocking beyond idea, 
O ye expounders of the law, 
will be your future miſery 
for you contrive every me- 
thod to prevent men from 
embracing chriſtianity To 
are determined not to be con- 
vinced by its evidences your- 
ſelves, and do every thing in 
your power to prevent per- 
ſons of good diſpoſitions from 
being convinced. 
$—53 Wirz theſe deſerv- 
ed cenſures and reproofs the 
Phariſees and Scribes, who 
were preſent, were heinouſſy 
exaſperated——and to have 
their revenge on him, they 
began to propoſe to him ſeve- 
ral enſnaring queſtions, 
54 maliciouſly deſigning to 
circumvent him by theſe inſi- 
dious arts, and earneſtly long- 
ing to pick up ſome expreſſi- 
ons he might inadvertently 
drop, on which they might 
r an accuſation againſt 
im. e 


\ 


„ 
I A N immenſe and infi- 

£ A. nite multitude of peo- 
ple being now collected toge- 


ther, who crowded and trod- 


one upon another in a tumul- 
tuous manner — he addreſſed. 
the following diſcourſe to his 
diſciples Be ever cautious of 
being 


d e with hypocri- 


ly, the predominant vice of 
the Phariſees, which like lea- 
ven” hath ſpread and diffuſed 
itſelf. thro? * 2 maſs of the 


Jewiſh nation. 


2 But there is no vice, 


which they take ſuch pains to 
ſcreen from the eye of the 
world, but ſhall one day be 
brought to light That dark- 


neſs, in which they wrap their 


crimes, will one. day be diſ- 
pelled, and all their enormi- 
ties be unvailed. ' 

2 Let me therefore ſolemn- 
ly aſſure you, That what you 
ES. in the ſhades of night 

ſhall be publiſhed in the open 
face of day - what you whilper | 
in the moſt obſcure and ſecret 


receſs ſhall be proclaimed be- 


fore the aſſembled world! 

4 Since therefore the great 
day of retribution is approach- 
ing, accept, my dear and 
faithful companions, the fol- 
lowing admonitions — Fear 
not thoſe, who can only de- 
prive you of a precarious be- 

ing, but e power ex- 
tends no farther. 

5 I will ſhew you, whom 


you ought to fear Let that | 


great Being, be the ſole object 
of your fear, who can involve 
both ſoul and body in total 
and everlaſting deſtruction 
Let that great Being, I re- 


peat it, be the ſole object 
| God's tribunal, 


of your conſtant fear. 
4 
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6 For if the meaneſt and 
moſt inconſiderable creatures 


are perpetually under the in- 
ſpection of God, and periſh 
not without his cogniſance— 


| how much more muſt divine 


providence intereſt itſelf in 
the guardianſhip and protec- 
tion of rational beings. - 

7 God is intimately. ac- 
quainted with all your mi- 
nuteſt concerns, and the very 
hairs of your head are num- 
bered by his all-comprehen- 
ive wiſdom Fear not there- 
fore any ſufferings and per- 
ſecutions that men may inflict 
upon you for an intelligent 
being is ſurely more entitled 
to the divine care and re- 
gards, than the irrational and 
inferior creatures. | 

8 Be aſſured therefore, that 
whoever, notwithſtanding the 


rage of perſecutors and the 
proſpect of the greateſt ſuf- 


ferings, ſhall with undaunt- 
ed fortitude publickly pro- 


feſs his belief of Chriſtianity, 
ſhall be publickly acknow- 


ledged for my true diſciple 
before the angels of God, t 
the aſſembled world. 

9 But whoſoever ſhall bs 


terrified into a recantation of 


his Chriſtian principles, and 


profeſ- 


openly renounce his 


ſion—him will I alſo publick- 
ly reject in the day when man- 


kind ſhall be convened before 
10 The 
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10 The moſt opprobrious 
calumnies againſt the ſon of 
man ſhall be forgiven — but 
he that with determined and 
mvincible prejudice ſhall blaſ- 


phemouſly aſcribe the mira- 


culous operation of God to 


ed infernal ſpirits, precludes 


all conviction, and ſhall ne- 


ver be forgiven here or here- 
after. 

11 But when you are drag- 
ged before magiſtrates and 
courts of judicature, and car- 

ried before the moſt illuftri- 
ous perſonages—be not anxi- 
ous in ſtudying what vindica- 
tion you ſhall make of your 
principles and conduct. 

12 For that God, in whoſe 
cauſe you are engaged, \ 
enable you by his holy ſpirit, 
in that emergency, to apolo- 
gize for yourſelves. | 

 $—13 As he was diſcour- 
fing, a perſon in the crowd 
raiſed his voice and ſaid, 
Great prophet ! I deſire you 
would admoniſh my brother 
to make a juſt and equitable 
partition of the paternal e- 
ſtate, that hath been left us. 


14 He turned to him and |. po 


ſaid, Friend! I came not in- 
to the world to intermeddle 
in the civil affairs of men, or 


: Sepulchri immemor ſtruis domos. © Horar. 


8 


ed, will 


of Isus Chap. xii: 
to adjuſt their ſecular pro- 
„ | 

iy From this incident he 
took occaſion to addreſs to 
the multitude the following 
advice — Carefully guard a- 
gainſt contracting an inſati- 


the power and energy of wick- | able paſſion for accumulating 


wealth——For the happineſs of 
life 1s not annexed to ſuperior 
poſſeſſions. _ „ 
16 With a view to this 
ſubject he recited the follow- 
ing fable —— IT HAPPENED 
that the immenſe eſtates of 
an opulent gentleman one 
year proved uncommonly 
fertile, and yielded him -an 
exceeding rich and plentiful 
crop. 5 
17 His heart exulted when 
he viewed the waving golden 
harveſt—and as he looked o- 
ver the wide extended proſ- 
pect, he ſaid to himſelf 
What ſhall T do with it all! 
Where ſhall I repoſit it !—_ 
I have no place capable of 
containing half this immenſe 
o | h 
18 After ſome time ſpent 
in anxious deliberations, he 
.cried out in a ſudden tranſ- 
port am determined im- 
mediately to- pull down my 
barns—and I will erect grand 


2 


and magnificent ſtorehouſes*, 


where 


Chap. xit. 


where I will amafs all this co- 
pious and amazing produce 
| of my fields. 

19 When J have piled it 
all I will then fay to my 
foul-—Hap PPY ſoul! Diſtin- 
guiſned is thy felicity! Thou 
haft immenſe treaſures, from 
which thou wilt derive pure || 
and permanent bliſs for a 
long, long ſeries of many dil- 
tant happy years Come, 
indulge thy ſoft envied repoſe 
—feaſt on the moſt delicious 
viands—tafte the moſt exqui- | 
fire hquors——and traverſe a 
circle of every amuſement 
and joy. 

20 But while he was brooding 
over this enchanting proſpect 
and fondly anticipating all its 
happineſs—God' ſaid to him, 
O thou unthinking mortal ! 
this very night the lamp of thy 
_ vain life ſhall be extinguiſhed 
= arid * what advantage to 
thee will then all the im- 
menſe treaſures be, that thou 
haſt accumulated® !? 

21 Like this wealthy ſen- 
ſualiſt is every one, whoſe 


heart is ſolely engroſſed by! 


by Lu Ek E. 


riches, and totally alienated 
from God. 

22 Wherefore I charge you 
'——addrefling himſelf to his 
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diſciples—to ſuppreſs all im- 
moderate deſires of earthly 
pleaſures and indulgences, and 
not to be ſollicitous, How you 
(ſhall gratify your appetites! 
What repaſts will give you 
the moſt pleaſure and What 
apparel add the moſt elegance 
and grace to your perſons! 

EF 23 For is not life of in- 
finitely greater worth than all 


the refinements of luxury 
and health of unſpeakably 
greater value than the moſt 
ſplendid robes ? 

24 Contemplate the ravens 
They have no fields to ſow, 
no Crops to reap, no barns to 
fl — yet the great parent of 
nature regularly ſupplies them 
with food—and. ought you, 

whom God hath ſo highly ex- 
alted' in the ſcale of being, 
to debaſe the ſuperior dignity 
of your nature by an uneaſy 
and reſtlefs anxiety for ani- 


mal and ſenſual enjoytnents ? 
| 25 Can any man by the 


s 80 the greek ought to have'been rendered ef would have been 


expreſſed by 17 -. 


The inſeription on the tomb of the great Cyrus, which Plarareh ins 
forms us Alexander the Great ordered to be tranſlated into Greek, was 
this — O mortal! whoever.thou art, know that I am Cyrus who founded 


the Perſian monarchy. 


Do not therefore envy me this little narrom turf 


which covers my body! Plat. Alexand. p. 1289. Steph. 


; Quid vici proſunt aut, horrea ? quidve Calabris 
Saltibus adjecti Lucani, fi metit Orcuns 
Grandia cum parvis non exorabilis auro. Hora. 


Vo 1 


exertion 


Q 
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exertion of all his art and care 
rolong the period of human 
life a ſingle moment? 
26 Since then you are not 
able to add the leaſt point of 
duration to the limits aſſigned 
to human life — why ſhould 
you ſuffer yourſelves to brood 
over an uncertain futurity 
with ſuch painful and me- 
lancholy ſolicitude ? 
27 Survey with attention 
the lillies of the field, and 
learn from them how prepo- 
ſterous it is for beings who 
are endowed with rational 
natures to cheriſh a ſolicitous 
paſſion for dreſs — Theſe ſuſ⸗ 
tain no labour, theſe employ 


no cares to adorn themſelves |. 


— and yet are cloathed with 
ſuch inimitable beauty, asSo- 
lomon in all the ſplendour of 
his richeſt royal robes never 
equalled. REES 

28 Since then God cloathes 
a tranſient and ſhort-lived 


flower with ſuch a rich and | 


magnificent dreſs — ought 
you, who are endowed with 
{uch ſuperior dignity, to diſ- 
truſt the providence of God ! 

29 Cheriſh -not therefore 
ſuch uneaſy thoughts as theſe, 
What ſhall I eat ! What ſhall 
1 drink! What ſhall | wear! 

30 Theſe are enquiries that 
are perpetually corroding the 


of JEsUs Chap. xii. 


minds of Heathens—but ought 
not to prey upon your happi- 


neſs—ſince your ſupreme and 


merciful parent knows that 


you require the common bleſ- 
ſings and neceſſaries of life, 
and will graciouſly admini- 
ſter them. | 5 8 
31 But do you aſpire after 
nobler enjoyments and pur- 
ſuits than theſe for let it be 
your principal ſtudy and con- 
cern to approve yourſelves 
as the obedient and virtuous 
ſubjects of God's moral king- 
dom — and his providence 
will not be wanting to fupply 
you with the other inferior 
bleſſings that reſpe& the body. 
32 Do not, my ſelect com- 
panions, deſpair of God's ſup- 


plying: you with the neceſſa- 
TIES of this ſhort and tranſient 
life, ſince his infinite good- 


neſs hath deſtined you to be 
the ſubjects of his celeſtial 
kingdom. 6 
33 Heſitate not to expoſe 
to ſale all your preſent for- 
tunes, and diſtribute the mo- 
ney in relieving the diſtreſſed 
and indigent — by this bene- 
ficence you will acquire a 
fund that will never be ex- 
hauſted — and accumulate a 
treaſure, which no thief can 


approach, which no moth can 
corrode. R 


a This advice relates to the diſciples only : to whom this diſcourſe was 


peculiarly addreſſed. 


—_— — 


34 It 


34 It is of the oreateſt i im- 
portance that the affections 
be properly placed for the 
mind is ſoon governed by its 
predominant paſſions — and 
where the treaſure IS, there 
the heart is centered. 

35 Be careful to exerciſe a 
conſtant unremitting vigi- 
lance, and be ever in an ha- 


bitual preparation for my fu- | 


ture coming. 

36 In this reſpect 1 imitate 
the care and diligence of faith- 
ful ſervants—who fit up thro? 
the hours of night with inde- 
fatigable patience and inceſ- 
ſant attention ' till their maſ- 
ter returns from the nuptial 
ſolemnity, and open the door 
the moment he knocks. . 
37 Happy ſervants | whom 
their lord, coming at ſuch an 
utiſeaſorable hour, finds in 
ſuch a vigilant and dutiful | 

oſture !—He will compen- 
fate ſuch diſtinguiſhed fideli- 
ty with a diſtinguiſhed re- 
wars; 
38 Thrice happy ſervants; 
whoſe eyes not the midnight 
hour, or the lateſt watches 
of the night have been able 

to ſeal in ſoft and indolent 
flumbers - but who are ever 
vigilant and prepared for FRO 
maſter's reception. 

39. Had any maſter of a 
family previous information 


at what particular hour of the 
night his houſe would be at- 
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tempted, he would certainly 
fit up, and prevent the thieves 
from breaking in. 

40 With the ſame prudent 
vigilance be ye allo ever for- 
tified; that the ſudden ad- 
vent of the ſon of man may 
not ſurpriſe you ſunk in ſu- 
pine negligence and inconſi- 
deration. 

41 Here Peter dreire gbd 
him and ſaid, Sir! do you 
intend this figurative diſcourſe 
for the benefit of the multi- 
tude in general, or oniy of 
4s in particular? | | 

42 Jeſus replied, Every 
prudent ſervant to whom his 
lord hath commitred the care 
of his domeſtic affairs during 
his abſence, will ſhew his fi- 
delity in punctually executing 
his commands. 

43 And happy will ſuch 
a faithful ſervant be if his 
maſter at his arrival finds him 
diligently employed in his 
duty. 

44 He will aſſuredly re- 
ward ſuch induſtry and faith- 
fulneſs with the principal di- 
rection of all his fortunes. 

45 But if the wicked ſer- 
vant ſuffer negligence and 
careleſſneſs to ſteal upon him, 
and indulge the fond imagi- 
nation, that his lord will de- 
fer his journey home for ma- 
ny years and in conſequence 
of theſe ſuggeſtions begin a 
courſe of profligacy and riot 
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—abuſe his fellow-ſlaves with 
the moſt wanton cruelty —— 
and run into all the exceſſes 
of - debauchery and drunken- 
nels; 

46 The lord of that Gremds 
willſuddenly come upon himat 


an unexpected time, and ſur- 


priſe him in the midſt of theſe 
ſcenes of irregularity and con- 
fuſion—and will inflict upon 
him the moſt exquiſite tor- 
tures, dooming him to the 
ſame wretched fate with the 
moſt depraved and abandon- 
ed infidels. 

47 But that en who 
heard his maſter's orders, 
and perfectly knew his will 
but wilfully neglected to 
perform it, and addicted him- | 


telf to habitual indolence and | 


diſobedience, ſhall ſuffer the 
moſt rigorous and excruciat- 
ing torments. 

48 While on him, who was 
unacquainted with his lord's 
pleaſure, and yet acted incon- 
ſiſtently with the duties of his 
ſtation, a milder and leſs ſevere 
puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 
For as according tothe rules 
of common equity, of him, to 
whom much was entruſted, 
much will be required ſo * 
the day of future retribution, 
diſtinguiſhed improvement 
will be expected from thoſe 


to whom God hath given diſ- 


tinguiſhed abilities. 
49 Mr coming will oc· 
I 
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caſion the fire of perſecution 
to ſpread and rage in the moſt 
dreadful manner among man- 
kind and how ardently do 


I wiſh that the flame had al- 


ready ſeized me its firſt de- 
ſtined victim | 
50 For I have a dreadful | 
ſcene of miſery to undergo, 
and my mind will ever be 
greatly oppreſſed and tortur- 
ed 'till I have ſuſtained it. 

51 Do you flatter your- 
{elves with the ſanguine hopes, 
that I ſhall ſubdue the whole 
world—and: then eſtabliſh a 
laſting univerſal peace—no— 
my. coming. into the world, 
wilt produce the moſt impla- 
cable diſcords and animoſi- 
Fes. 

52 For no 8 ſhall the 
goſpel be publiſhed in the 
world, but in a family con- 


acting of five perſons, three 


of them will be at irreconcile- 
able variance with two—theſe 
latter as embittered againſt che 
former. | 
53 It will occaſion ſuch 
dreadful quarrels, as will diſ- 
ſolve all the ties of natural 
affection, and break the moſt 
intimate bonds of conſingui- 
nity. 

$—54 Hr then addreſſed 
himſelf to the multitude that 
food around him and ſaid— 
When you ſee a cloud riſe in 


che weſt, you immediately 


ſay, A ſhower is forming — 
and 


Chap. xiii. 


and your obſervation is 


true, 

55 When the wk alſo 

changes to the ſouth, you 
ſay, We ſhall now have Kul 
try heat—and your. Prognen 
tication is ſoon verified. 
56 Hypocrites ! and are 
you fo expert and infallible 
in your preſages of the wea: 
ther — and yer not able with 
the greateſt preciſion and 
clearneſs to diſcern the parti- 
cular marks and features of 
the preſent periodꝰ? 

57 Why do you not Geely 
permit your own reaſon and 
underſtanding, in a caſe ſo per- 


ſpicuous and evident, to direct 


you to what is juſt and Fan 
=o to be done? 

358 Strive therefore to a- 
vert from you the divine diſ- 


pleaſure, before it overwhelm 
you, by ſpeedy repentance 


and reformation of life for 


if a perſon, while his adyer- 
ſary is conducting him before 
a magiſtrate, is too proud to 


endeavour to ſoften his reſent- 
ments by making every con- 


 ceflion—and is too obſtinate 


to appeaſe his anger by leni- 
ty and condeſcenfion——he 
will proceed to the moſt un- 
happy extremities :. .. 

59 and will finally involve 
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him in that complicated mi- 
ery. and ruin, -which by an 
early reconciliation he might 
have prevented but from 
which he will not be able to 
extricate himſelf, till he hath 
_ cod _ Feng | 


CHAP. XIII. 


I. 80 ME who were preſent 

on this: occaſion told 
him how Pilate had maſſacr- 
ed a number of Galilzans as 
they were performing a ſo- 
lemn facrifice, and had ming- 
led their blood in one com- 
mon ſtream with the blood of 
their victims. 
2 Jeſus ſaid to them, Do 
you infer from this, that theſe 
perſons were more abandoned 
and wicked than others of the 
Galilæans, becauſe they were 
aſſaſſinated in this ſhocking 
manner? 
3 The inference is unjuſt 
—— and let me add, that un- 
leſs you ſpeedily repent and 
reform your lives, you will 
all periſh by a ſimilar de- 
ſtruction *, 

4 Or do you conclude that 

thoſe eighteen men, on whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, and 


buried them in its ruins, had 


been guilty of more heinous 


* In both theſe OY and in he 4 of the fairer, he refers to 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Veſpaſian and Titus. | 


1 2 


and 


r e 2 


— 
* 
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and atrocious crimes than | —it is only a nuiſance i in wy 
all the reſt of the inhabitants garden. l 
of Jeruſalem? _ 8 The gardener aid, Sir 
5 The concluſion is falſe let it ſtand another year—1 
—and.you will all, let me fo- | will looſen the ſoil about it, 
lemnly repeat it, aimleſs; you and lay ſome freſh manure to 
ſincerely repent and amend} its roots. 
your lives, be overwhelmed | 9 Perhaps with this ail 
in ſimilar per dition. | | tance it may bear —if it does 
6 He then recited the fol- not, I will then cut it down. 
lowing fable — A GrnTLE-| 0 As Jeſus was on the 
MAN had planted a fig- tree in| ſabbath inſtructing the 
a good ſituation and in an ple-1 in one of the - ſynagogues, 
happy ſoil—and he came from | 11 there was in the aſſem- 
time to time expecting to] bly a woman, who had been 
find it covered with fruit, | a miſerable ſpectacle for eigh- 
but was always diſappointed. | teen years—-her body was 
7 At laſt, tired with long | bowed double ', without her 
ro, fruitleſs expectation, -he| being in the leaſt able to raiſe 
called the gardener and faid, herſelf upright. - 
J have been patiently waiting] 12 When Jeſus perceived 5 
now theſe three years, in] this unhappy object, he cal- 
hopes that tree would bear, | led her to him and ſaid - Tou 
and have been always fruſ-] are from this moment freed 
pats ra it Ry down | from eee condition. 


1 She i is ſaid, in Ver. 16; to have been thus afflicted by Satan. Whom 
Satan, it is in the original, had tied together. The body of a perſon, 


who went double, is here ſaid to be thus affected by the devil. From 


which we learn that any thing, which affected the —— body in a fin; 


gular and extraordinary manner, was by the people of thoſe times attri- 
Gated to the agency of dæmons. The heathens talk in the ſame man- 


ner. Macrobius mentions women who were geAmnvoCanTes moon-ftruck, and 


£674. 1ÞoExnrec Diana-ſtruck, Saturn. i. 17, In Plautus we meet with 


Cerrita, Ceres-firuck, one whoſe mind was diſordered by Ceres. Amphit, 
AR. ii. Sc. ji. 144. Edit. Var. 1684. And there is a very remarkable 
paſſage in the Och, which I have never ſeen quoted on this ſubject, in 
which ſlow conſuming pains are UE! to = influence * a BAER 


dæmon. -Oay/. E. 390. 


Ns d orav aS πνjẽE cr be gayein 
Hare, os en vg ke Ape dAYER TRXAY 
Qnpey ae. l 4 01 . Saipan 


13 He 


Chap. x11. 
12 He laid his hands upon 
her—inſtantly ſhe ſtood erect 
— and poured forth her ardent | 
gratitude to God for this ſig- 
nal deliverance. 
14 The ruler of the ſyna- 
gogue, being a ſpectator of 
this tranſaction, was heinoul- 
ly offended that Jeſus ſhould 
thus impiouſſy prophane the 
ſabbath by performing mira- 


culous cures—and he pub- 


lickly reproved the people, 
ſaying, There are ſix days, 
in which any work is allow- 
ed to be tranſacted — come 
on theſe, and have your in- 
diſpoſitions removed——but 
infringe not the ſacred du- 
ties of ihe ſabbath. 

15 Jeſus turned to him 


and ſaid — Thou hypocrite ! 


Doth any of you judge it a 
violation of the ſabbath to 


looſe his cattle from the ſtall, 


and drive them to water ? 
16 And ought not this 


daughter of Abraham, Who 
hath been confined in ſuch a 
miſerable and unhappy con- 


dition for eighteen years, be 
releaſed from it on the ſabbath? 


17 This ſpeech ſilenced his 


opponents, and covered them 
with confuſion But the mul- 


titude, who had been wit- 


neſſes of ſuch amazing exer- 
tions of divine power, were 
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tranſported with religious gra- 
titude aud exultation. 


$—18 Hz then ſaid by 
what ſimilitude ſhall I repre- 


| ſent the goſpel diſpenſation ? 


19 It is like a ſingle grain 
of muſtard ſeed, which a man 
fows in his garden — which 
imperceptibly grows larger 
and larger, till at laſt it be- 
comes one of the moſt ſtately 
of the vegetable tribes 
and ſhoots out ſuch luxuriant 
branches as afford ſhelter 
and lodging to the fowls of 
heaven. 

20 He again ſaid, What 
doth the golpel diſpenſation 


reſemble !_ 


21 Ir may be compared to 
leaven, which a woman mix- 


ed among a very conſiderable _ 


quantity of dough, till the 
whole maſs was fermented. . 

$ — 22 Jzsvs continued 
his journey towards Jeruſa- 
lem — inſtructing the people 
in all the towns and 8 
he paſſed thro”. 

23 A perſon now ſaid to 
him, Sir! will there be but 
an inconfiderable number of 
thoſe who will be finally ſav- 
ed? He turned and ſaid to 
the ſurrounding multitude, | 

24 Strenuouſly exert all 
your endeavours, to gain ad- 


| miſſion within the narrow ® 


m He calls it narroau, becauſe the Jews of that age, concerning whom 
only he here ſpeaks, being almoſt univerſally abandoned, and rejecting 
all the evidences of the goſpel, would be excluded from happineſs. 


Q 4 gate 


/ 


frequently been happy in 


your divine and heavenly diſ- 


abandoned creatures depart! 
with the acuteſt miſery and 
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gate of eternal life — Thou- | 


nds, when the period of their 
trial is over, will importu- | 
nately beg to be admitted — 
but ſhall be for ever repulſed. ; | 
25 When the maſter of the 


| houſe hath ſhut and locked 


the door, and you approach 
it and knock, begging in the 
moſt moving and ſupplicant 
terms for admiſſion — he will 
call out to you and aſk you, 
Who you are that ſolicit for 
permiſſion to. enter his houſe 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour? 
26 You will then ſay, We 
are perſons, Sir, who have 


your converſation on earth, | 
and have often heard you de- 
Iiver, in our reſpective towns, 


courſes. | 
27 He will then reply, 
Notwithſtanding | what you 
aſſert, I do not know you — 
you have enjoyed ſingular ad- 
yantages, but have miſim- 
proved them Lou ſinful and 


28 You, will be trans fixed 


anguiſh, when you ſee Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and acob, and all 
the FL and 0 . 
ro Fes. oying the pleni- 
kad of of celeſtial e 
and find yourſelves for ever 
excluded from thoſe happy 


Chap. xili. 


29 For numbers of good 
men of every nation, and in 
the moſt diſtant regions ſhall 
| there be all collected, and 
form one vaſt and happy ſo- 
ciety. 

30 But thoſe, to whom the 
means of ſecuring this happi- 
neſs were /aft oftered ſhall be 
the firſt in embracing them 
and thoſe to whom they were 
firſt propoſed, ſhall be the 
laſt to admit them. 

$—31 Sous Phariſees that 
day came to him, and adviſ- 
ed him to quit thoſe parts 
with the utmoſt precipitation 
— telling him that Herod in- 
tended to apprehend, and put 
him to death. - - 

32 Go and tell that fox, 
he replied, that I ſhall per- 
form miraculous cures in his 
dominions for. the three next 
enſuing days. 

} 33 And! know that I ſhall 
perform them in ſafety. and 
ſecurity for it cannot be 
that a prophet be murdered 
any where out of the pre- 
FI of Jeruſalem. .. 

4 © Jeruſalem Jeruſa- 
— Thou who haſt —_ 
ed ſo many prophets, and | 
haſt ſtoned to death ſo many 
good men, who, were lent to 
reform thee For how many 
ages have I ſtrove to ſave thee 
from ruin with all the anxi- 


eats 9 1 


ous care and tender ſollici- 
kluge 


Chap. Xxiv. 


- verwhelm your city, and 
your country ſhall be 
pulated—Nor ſhall you ever 
again ſee me preſent among 
you, 2 0” — you 
ſay, Unſpeakably happy is 
— who is a — of the 
goſpel! 


- 
os bh 2 


CHAP, XIV. 


1 NEIN G aſked to dinner 
by one of the princi- 
pal men among the Phariſees, 
he accepted the invitation—— 
but his conduct was narrowly | 
obſerved with an inſidious 
deſign to cenſure and aſperſe 
bis. van 
2 While he was in the 
houſe a miſerable object, 
ſwollen with the dropſy, was 
brought before him. | 
83 Jeſus turned to the 
expounders of the law and 
the Phariſees, who were there, 
and ſaid, Is it lawful to heal 
on the ſabbath day? | 
4 They maintained a ſul- 
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tude of the moſt affectionate 
parent but you have obſti- 
nately refuſed. | 
35 For this your incorrigi- 
ble diſobedience, the moſt 
dreadful deſtruction ſhall o- 
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hand upon him, healed him 
in a moment, and diſmiſſed 
bir | 

5 He then ſaid to them, 
Doth the ſtricteſt and moſt 
ſcrupulous perſon am Ou, 
whey he ſees any of his —. 
tle fallen into a pit, heſitate 
a moment to extricate and 
preſerve it on the ſabbath. 

6 This argument con- 
founded them — and with all 
their malice they were unable 
to obviate it. 1 

7 Obſerving with what ea- 


gerneſs the company ſtrove 


to ſecure ſome of the princi- 
pal and moſt honourableſeats 
at this entertainment ; he re- 
proved their ambition and o- 
ſtentatious vanity in the fol- 
lowing manner. a 
8 When you are invited 
to a nuptial feaſt, ſuffer not a 


y 


| principle of pride and arro- | 


gance to prompt you to ſe- 
le& one of the firſt places at 
table for yourſelf—for ſhould 
a perſon of greater dignity and 
eminence than yourſelf enter 
the room, —8 4 

9 and the gentleman who 
invited you ſhould come, and 
order you to quit your ſeat 
for a perſon of his character 


2 


len filence—He then laid his 


ou would then be ſevere- 


ln the greek it is—as an hen anxiouſly protecteth her chickens under 
her wings. This fine picture of tenderneſs is repreſented by that pa- 


thetie and moral poet Euripides. 
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mortified, and deſcend;| theſe will re- invite you to 

om the elevation you had oc- | their entertainments, and re- 
2. covered with bluſhes turn the civilities you have. 
and'confulion, - | ſhewed them. 

10 Upon ſuch occaſions] 13 But when you Wai a 
go and chooſe one of the] magnificent feaſt, inform the 
loweſt ſeats that when the | cripple and the blind, the in- 
gentleman takes a view of | digent and neceſſitous, and 
his gueſts he may ſay to you, | diſtribute the fragments of 
My dear friend! you | hal not [it among them, that they 
fit there will place you ac- | may alſo participate the plen- 
cording to the diſtinguiſhed | ty of your genial table. 
worth I know you to poſſeſs 14 This diſintereſted bene- 
This conduct will gain you ficence will ſecure you the 
the reſpect of the company, | divine bleſſing — Theſe un- 
and conciliate that regard | happy objects cannot recom- 
and honour to which ge- | penſe you—God will recom- 
nuine and unaffected humi- | penſe you at the reſurrection 
lity and modeſty are enti- of the good. 
1 19 One of the company 
11 For aſpiring nene hearing this diſcourſe ſaid, 
ſhall be debaſed, but humble How diſtinguiſhed will bis 
virtue ſhall be exalted. | happineſs be, who lives un- 

12 He then ſaid to the | der the reign of the Meſſiah, 
perſon, who aſked him to | and ſhares that feſtivity and 
dinner, When you make a joy, that _ then be uni: | 
ſplendid. and ſumptuous en- verſal ”. 
tertainment, invite not-mere- | 16 He replied, Ax opv- 
ly your relations, your friends, | LENT gentleman prepared a 
and the opulent families in | grand and ſplendid” enter- 
your eee — for tainment—and the preceding 


_ 


e There i is a ſtory i in Plutarch that 8 this e One Lucius, 
who had been lately ſtruck out of the liſt of Senators, entered the theatre 
one day, when there were ſome grand repreſentations to be exhibited ; 
the populace and Senators being all ſeated —— He placed himſelf on one 
of the loꝛueſf and leaſt honourable forms —— The: ſight excited in the po- 
pulace univerſal compaſſion——they could not bear it They all cla- 
moured, and inſiſted upon his fitting 572 che Senators The Senators 
accordingly admitted him among them. Plut. Flamin, 694. Stephan. 

v ln the original, eat bread i in 2 kin dom of God. The 4 kingdom of 
God ſignifies the times of the Meſlall - le bread cannot refer to the 
celeſtial world. | 
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day ſent invitations to a great 
number. * 0th 


17 Waiting a long time 


for his gueſts, but to no pur- 
poſe — at laſt he diſpatched 
one of his ſervants to them, 
begging they would delay no 


longer—for every. thing was 
l you go then into the public 
roads about the city, and ex- 


ready to be ſerved up. 

18 They then all began to 
make apologies for abſenting 
themſelves—T beg you would 
excuſe me to your maſter, 
one ſaid—T have lately made 
a purchaſe of an eſtate, and 


I am obliged this very day to 


80 and view it. 


19 Another faid, I hope 


your maſter will not be diſ- 


_ Pleaſed at my abſence——] 
have juſt bought a couple of 
oxen for the plow, and I am 
going this moment to make a 
trial of them. | 

20 A third ſaid, Iam now 


celebrating my nuptial ſo- 


lemnities, and it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to come. 


21 The ſervant returned 


and gave in the reaſons they 


had alledged for abſenting 


themſelves — The gentleman 
incenſed at their contemp- 
tuous treatment of him, or- 
dered his ſervant inſtantly to 


go into the ſtreets and lanes 


of the town and to invite to 
his houſe all the poor, the 
mutilated, the lame, and the 
blind he could meet with. 

22 The ſervant ſoon re- 


_by Luxx. 


| addreſſed himfſelf— 
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turned, followed by a numer- 
ous train of unhappy objects 
whom when he had diſpoſ- 
ed, he went and told his ma- 
{ter that the room was capa» 
ble of containing a great ma» 
ny more. « 

23 The gentlemanſaid, Do 


ert all the force and power of 
perſuaſion to prevail with e- 
very wretched creature. you 
ſee, to come to 'my houſe — 
I am deſirous to have it filled. 

24 For I am determined 


| not to ſend any more invita- 


tions to thoſe, who have treat- 
ed me in ſo diſreſpectful a 
manner. 4 th 
$—25 He was now follow- 
ed by an immenſe multitude— 
to whom he turned, and thus 


4 


26 Every one who 1s per- 
ſuaded in his own mind of 
the truth of my -religion—if 
in times of perſecution, he 
doth not break all the ſtrong 
endearing ties of filial piety, 
conjugal tenderneſs, and pa- 
ternal affection, and diſſolve 
all the other bonds of con- 
ſanguinity, rather than abjure 
his religion, and publickly 
diſavow its principles — ſhall 
never be acknowledged as a 
true and genuine diſciple. 

27 And he that is unwil- 
ling to ſubmit to the ſame ſe- 


ries of ſufferings for his reli- 
| gion 


Su Ln * 
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| ouſly - 


tion —every paſſing traveller 


gun upon an elegant and ex- 


| ercature obliged to be diſcon- 


enſue, whether he with ten 
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gion as I have ſupported, is 
unworthy the name of my 


diſciple. 

28 lt is proper, as in other 
caſes, that you ſhould previ- 
calculate what -a pro- 
feſſion of the goſpel may pro- 
bably coſt you For does not 
every one, who intends to 
build himſelf a grand and | 
magnificent houſe, deliberate- | 


Iy fit down, and eſtimate the my 
expence it will involve him 
in before it is completed. 


29 For ſhould all his for- 
tune be expended and he be 
forced to drop his deſign 
when he hath done little more 
than juſt laid the founda- 


would inſult his folly and in- 
diſcretion. 
30 See here an houſe be- 


tenſive plan, but thro* the 


inconſideration and impru- 
dence of ſome thoughtleſs 


tinued, and left in this con- 
dition 

31 And doth not every 
prince, who marches a body 
of troops to give battle to his 
enemy, who is advancing to 
meet him, deliberately con- 
ſider, before an engagement 


thouſand is able to cope with 
twice the number? 
32 Will he not, when he 
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calmly reviews his ſituation, 
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and finds how unequal he is 
to the conflict, diſpatch an 


embaſſadour to him, and pro- 


poſe terms of accommoda- 
tion? | 

33 In like manner he that 
doth not previouſly reſolve to 
break off every fond connec- 
tion, and ſacrifice all his 
worldly intereſts from a ſin- 
cere love and attachment to 
cauſe, is unworthy the 
character of a diſciple. - 

24 As ſalt is 53 excellent 
uſe ſo long as it preſerves 
its original qualities, but 
when infi id, is thrown away 
as uſeleſs — 80 be ye ever 
careful to maintain your in- 
tegrity unbienuſhcu and ir- 
reproachable; 

35 For ſhould you once 
violate and forfeit it, you 
will deſervedly render your- 
ſelves the moſt abject and 
worthleſs of all mankind — 
He that is endowed with in- 
tellectual powers, let him di- 
ligently cultivate them by a 
ſacred attention to N and 
wiſdom. 


cnae. XV. 


LL the tax. gatherers 

8 1 and a great number 

of other perſons of profligate 

and immoral characters ap- 

proached him in a body i 
hear his diſcourſes. 

2 The Phariſees and Seribes 

+ ſeeing 


G !- 4&1 h 


ſeeing theſe collected toge- | 


ther and forming a part of 
his audience, ſaid; This per- 
ſon freely admits and famili- 
arly converſes with men of 
wieked and abandoned lives. 

3 Upon hearing theſe cen- 
8 ſores; he turned and addreſ- 
ſed them in the tlawing . 
gurative manner. 
4 Any of you that had an 
hundred ſheep, if but one of 
them happen to ſtray, would 
he not leave the ninety-nine, 
and traverſe the deſerts and 
mountains with diligent and 
anxious care in ſearch of it? 

5 And ſhould he be ſo for- 
tunate as to find it, doth he 
not reconduct it in his arms 
to the reſt of his flock, in a 
tranſport of joy? 
6 And when he comes 
home, he immediately ſends 
for his friends and his neigh- 
bours — and, elated. with His a 
ſucceſs, ſays, Congratulate me 
upon my unexpected felici- 
ty! —I have juſt now found 
the ſheep, that I had for ſome 
time looked upon as irretriev- 
ably loſt. 

7 In like. manner I folemn- 

ly. Mo vou, That: there is 

reater rejoicing 'in heaven | 
Heyer one ſincere penitent than 


over ninety- nine good per- y 


ſons, who are already eſtab- 
liſhed. in the habits of piety. 


and virtue. 
8 A woman too, that hath, 
OR, | 2 
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ten pieces, if ſhe happen to 
loſe but one of them, doth ſhe 
not light a candle, ſweep the 
houſe, and explore every 
room with the greateſt ſolici- 
tude and ſtricteſt ſearch. 

9 If ſhe is ſo happy as to 
find. it—in an ecſtacy of joy 
ſhe inſtantly ſends for her 
friends and neighbours, and 
ſays, Congratulate me on my 
unlooked- for ſucceſs—for I 
have found the piece which I 
had almoſt given up as irre- 
coverably loſt. 

Io Such joy is there among 
the bleſſed ſpirits in the regi- 
ons of immortality at the re- 
formation of one abandoned 
ſinner. | 
$—11 A GENTLEMAN! of 
a ſplendid family and opulent 
fortune had two. 2 | 
12 One day t ounger 
approached his Fae. and 
begged him in the moſt, im- 
portunate and ſoothing terms 
to make a partition of his ef- 
fects betwixt himſelf and his 
elder brother The indulgent 
father, overcome by his blan- 
diſhments, immediately di- 
vided all his fortunes betwixt 
them. 

13 A few days after, the 

younger brother converted all 


— 
— 


the. eſtates that had been thus 
aſſigned him into ready mo- 
ney left his native ſoil, and 


-fettled-in à foreign country 


where, 
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accumulated by her induſtry. 
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— where, by a courſe of de- 
bauchery, profligacy, and e- 
very expenſive and faſhion- 
able ' amuſement and diffipa- 
tion, in a very ſhort time, he 
ſquandered it all away. 
14 As ſoon as he had diſſi- 
pPated his fortune, and was 
now reduced to extreme indi- 
gence—a terrible famine vi- 
fited the country in which he 
reſided, and raged with ſuch 


dire and univerſal deveſtati- 


on, that he was in want even 
of the common neceſſaries of 
15 Finding himſelf now 
deſtitute of bread, and hav- 
ing nothing to eat to ſatisfy a 
raging appetite he went to 
an opulent citizen, and beg- 
ged him in the moſt ſuppli- 
cant terms that he would em- 
ploy him in any menial drud- 
er gentleman hired 
im, and ſent him into his 
fields to feed ſwine 7. 
16 Here he was fo dread- 
fully tormented with hunger, 


that he envied even the {ſwine | 


the huſks which he ſaw them 
greedily devour—and would 
willingly have allayed with 
theſe the dire ſenſations he 
felt—but none of his fellow- 
ſervants would permit him. 

17 But reflection, which 
his vices had kept ſo long in 
a profound ſleep, now a- 


A very diſagreeable office to a Ji. 
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'woke—He now began to re- 


view the paſt ſcenes of his 
lrfe, and all the plenty and 
happineſs in which he had 
once lived now rufhed into 
his mind—What a vaſt num- 
ber of ſervants, ſaid he, hath 
my father, who riot in ſuper- 
fluous abundance and af- 
fluence, while I am ema- 
ciated and dying with hun- 
Er. 
18 I am determined to go 

to my dear aged parent, and 
try to excite his tenderneſs 
and compaſſion for me — I 
will kneel before him, and 
accoſt him in theſe penitent 
and pathetic terms — Beft of 
parents! I acknowledge' my- 
ſelf an ungrateful creature to 
heaven and to you! 
19 I have rendered my- 
ſelf, by a long courſe of ma- 
ny ſhameful vices, unworthy 
of the name of your child. 
Condeſcend to hire me into 
your family in the capacity of 
the meaneſt ſlave. 885 
20 Having formed this re- 
ſolution, he travelled towards 
home, without cloaths, and 


, 
# 


without ſhoes—with all the 


haſte, that a body pining with 


hunger, and exhauſted by fa- 


| tigue could make—When he 


was now corne within fight of 
home, his father ſaw him at 
a diſtance—knew him—and 


Was 
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was ſubdued at once with pa- 
ternal tenderneſs and pity 


He ruſhed to meet him with 
ſwift and impatient ſteps— 


folded him in his arms—im-. 


printed a thouſand ardent 
kiſſes on his lips—the tears 
ſtraying down his venerable 
cheeks, and the big paſſions, 
that ſtruggled in his breaſt, 
choaking his utterance. 

21 After ſome time the 
ſon ſaid—Beft and kindeſt of 
parents | I have been guilty 
of the blackeſt ingratitude 
both to God and to you !— 
I am unworthy ever to be 
called your child! 

22 His father without 
making any reply to theſe 
words, called his ſervants, 
faying, Bring hither immedi- 


ately a complete ſuit of the 


beſt apparel | have in the 
houſe— 
23 And do you fetch the 


fat calf from the ſtall, and 
kill it—for we will 8 this 


day to feſtivity and j Joy- 
ON | — 


24 For this is my 


He, whoſe death I have ſo. 


long and bitterly deplored, is 


yet alive Him, whom I 


believed had miſerably periſh- 
ed, I have now recovered !— 
A moſt ſplendid entertain- 
ment was accordingly pre- 
1 every heart was 
ilated with tranſport on this 
happy occaſion. 
25 In the mean time, 
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this ibertine return to you, 
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while they were thus joyfully 
celebrating his return the 
elder brother was abſent in 
the fields On his coming 
home in the evening, when 
he approached the houſe, he 
heard the whole dome reſound 
with vocal and intranet 
muſic, and dancing. 
26 He called one of he 
ſervants, and aſked him the 
meaning of this ern 
Den 

27 The ſervant ſaid, Your 
brother, Sir, is juſt returned 
from abroad and your fa- 
ther is celebrating this happy 
occalion . by a moſt {plendid 
and elegant entertainment. 

28. This account of his 
father's conduct highly incen- 
ſed and exaſperated him—— 


and he_obſtinately refuſed to 


go into the hall to his brother, 
and to the other company — 
His behaviour being told the 
father, he came out to him 
and even entreated him to 


come in, and ſnare their felicity. 


29 To theſe affectionate 
perſuaſions he ſullenly repli- 
ed, I have done all your 
drudgery for a great number 
of years paſt, and never once 
diſobeyed any of your orders 
—yet you never made me a 


preſent even of ſuch a trifle 


as a kid, and bad me go and 
entertain my friends. 
30 But no ſooner doth 


after 


. —— ee ee ee eee ee eee — 
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after having diſſipated all the 
fortune you gave him in 
the vileſt ſenſuality and de- 
bauchery— but you embrace 
him my Lt of joy — 
bathe him in a flood of tears 
and ſolemnize the day by 
a fumptuous and magnificent 
. | 

31 His father ſaid to him, 
My dear fon! the paternal 
mhentance: you know, is 
yours Lou have been al- 


ways with me: I have never 


regretted your abſence 
32 You too ought.there- 


fore to indulge the warmeft 


joy, and mutually to ſhare in 
our tranſports, upon receiv- 
ing a brother, whoſe death 
we have ſo often lamented, 
and. recovering one, whoſe 
loſs we have 1o bitterly de- 
plored.. 


CHAP. XVI. 
I HE moreover recited to 
11 his. diſciples the fol- 
lowing parable—A ER TAIx 
rich nobleman had a ſteward, 
who, was accuſed of embezz- 
ling his property, and diffi- 
pating his fortunes in a courſe 
of. extravagance and profu- 
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2 Immediately upon this 
information he ſent for his 
ſteward, and faid to him — 
What foundation is there for 
the ſcandalous reports J re- 
ceive of your conduct ? ——. 
Lou are charged with fraud 
and diſhoneſty to me — Lay 
all your accounts regularly 
before me — for I ſhall not 
continue you any longer in 
wg ac SR 

3 So unexpected a recep- 
tion quite overwhelmed the 
ſteward — Alas, ſaid he to 
himſelf, what ſhall I do for a 
' maintenance when my lord 
diſcards me]! —— I have no 
ſtrength to do any of the 
drudgery of agriculture -— 
and to beg my bread from 
door to door, is a thought 
that fills me with confuſion 
and horror. | 88 
4 After deliberating ſome 
time what courſe he ſhould 


purſue — he cried out in rap 


tures I have hit upon a 
fortunate ſcheme, that will, 
when I am turned out, pre- 
ſerve me from indigence and 
 wretchedneſs — and procure 
me a friendly entertainment 
and reception among my 


1 
| 


lord's tenants: 17 85 
E 5 When he had planned 


Our tranſlators have entirely disfigured the. beauty of the parable 
by tranſlating it we, inſtead of y al For as the elder brother was in- 
tended to repreſent the eu, and the younger the Gentil. the father, 
who repreſents the common parent of both nations, judges it highly rea- 
fonable and fraternal, 


younger, : 


that the cler ſhould rejoice at the converfion of the 


and 
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and concerted his project, he 
ſent for every tenant, whom 
he knew was in arrears to his 
lord, and ſaid to one—How 
much do you ſtand indebted 
to my maſter? 

6 The tenant ſaid, My debt 
amounts to one hundred 
baths of oil — The ſteward 
ſaid, Take your bill imme- 
diately, and ſet down fifty. 

7 He called another and 
ſaid to him, How much do 
you owe?—He faid, an hun- 
dred homers of wheat—He 
ſaid, Take your bill and put 
down eighty. 

8 When the gentleman 
heard of this ſcheme which 
his artful and fraudulent 
ſteward had formed and exe- 
cuted — he greatly admired 
and applauded him for the 
admirable acuteneſs and pro- 
found ſagacity he had diſ- 
played to procure himſelf a 
livelihood — For thoſe, who 


are devoted to temporal in- 


tereſts, exert greater wiſdom 
and prudence in the manage- 
ment of their ſecular buſi- 
neſs, than the virtuous and 
good diſcover in the tranſ- 
action of their celeſizal con- 
cerns. 

9 L exhort you in like man- 
ner to procure the favour of 
God and good ſpirits by 


i 
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diſtributing, in \ charity and 
beneficence, the . tranſitory 
riches of this life—that when 
they are exhauſted *, or torn 
from you by any accident, 
you may find a joyful recep- 
tion into the manſions of im- 
mortality. | 

10 As he that hath main- 
tained ary uncorrupted Integ- 
rity in the management of a 
{mall truſt, will diſplay it in 
a more important one— and, 
on the contrary, as he who 
hath been diſhoneſt in the 
loweſt ſtation will carry with 
him the ſame fraudulent prin- 
ciples into the higheſt : 

11 fo alſo if you do not 
approve your fidelity and 
virtue in the adminiſtration 
of the falſe and fugitive in- 
tereſts of this life — how can 
you expect that God will 
commit to you the ſolid and 
permanent riches of eternity! 

12 And if you have vio- 
lated the principles of integ- 
rity and honour in the direc- 


tion of what God hath en- 
truſted you with for ſo ſhort 


a time will he aſſign to you 
the perpetual poſſeſſion of im- 
mortality ! 

12 As it is impoſſible for 
a ſervant to love two maſters 


of quite different diſpoſitions 


and e with equal affec- 


FAA which the Mlexandrian. and Canbridge MSS. nn is the 


true reading, 


Feet. I. 
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tion—for one will neceſſarily 


be the object of his eſteem 
and regard, and the other of 
his averſion and contempt— 
ſo no perſon can at the ſame 


time be truly religious, while 


his heart is enſlaved to ſordid 
avarice and worldly-minded- 
neſs. 

8 14 Tux Phariſees, 
who were exceſſively avarici- 
ous, heard the preceding diſ- 
courſes and treated him with 
the moſt contemptuous ſcorn 
and deriſion. 

15 Jeſus ſeeing the con- 

tempt they expreſſed, turned 
to them and ſaid, Before the 
world you ſhow a fair exter- 
nal ſemblance of uncom- 


mon ſanctity and holineſs — 


but God ſees the turpitude 
and deformity that lurk be- 
hind it That which ſecures 
you the admiration and ap- 
plauſe of man, God beholds 
with deteſtation and horrour. 
16 The moſaic diſpenſation 
continued in full force *till 
the commencement of John's 
miniſtry——ſince that period 
the joyful news of the goſpel 
diſpenſation is every where 
proclaimed and publiſhed; 
but the incorrigibly deprav- 
ed and prejudiced oppoſe its 
reception with * moſt de- 
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termined violence © and ran- 
Cour. - - 

17 But notwithſtanding their 
inveterate rage to cruſh it in its 
birth, ſooner ſhall heaven and 
earth be confounded in one 
general ruin, than the leaſt 
of my laws be ever abrogated 
and ſuperſeded by the malice 
of men. | 

18 He that repudiates his 
wife to marry another is guil- 
ty of adultery —and he that 


marries the woman thus diſ- 


crime of adultery. 

$—19 THERE was a rich man 
poſſeſſed of an immenſe for- 
rune—who was always dreſſ- 
ed in the moſt ſplendid and 
ſumptuous robes — and was 
every day regaled-with all the 
refinements of luxury and 
pleaſure. . . 

20Atthe proud g gate of this 
rich voluptuary was laid a moſt 
miſerable object whoſe name 
was Lazarus covered an 
ulcers. 

21 This unhappy creature 
ſolicited in the moſt plaintive 
and moving terms, that he 
might have only the crumbs, 
that dropped from the luxuri- 
ous board, to allay his raging 
hunger but was refuſed 


8 The dogs, ee, more 


t The Cambridge Ms. . one that is di 0 to 5 e he | 
goſpel is violently outraged. T * appears to me to have been ſhe origi- 


nal reading. 


7 friendly 


miſſed is acceſſory to the 


Chap. xvi. 
friendly and compaſſionate, aſ- 
ſuaged his pain, and gave 
him a momentary eaſe by 
licking has ſores. 

22 Death ſoon gave this 
' wretched creature a kind diſ- | 
miſſion from his ſorrows — 
But behold | he was inſtant- 
ly conveyed by angels into 
the regions of immortal | 
bliſs, and Imade an aſſeſſor with 
Abraham — The proud ſen- 
ſualiſt alſo died and was in- 
terred. 
23 But the moment after 
the diſſolution of ſoul and 
body, he found himſelf plung- 
ed into the moſt dreadful and 
horrid miſeries In theſe 
doleful regions throwing his 
eyes around from fide to fide, 
he diſcovered at an immenſe 
diſtance his great progenitor 
Abraham, and Lazarus re- 
elining on his boſom, in the 
full fruition of ineffable joy. 

24 Inſtantly he raiſed his 
voice, and in the molt pierc- 
ing and affecting accents cri- 
ed, Pity, O thou great and 
worthy anceſtor, do pity me! | 
— I conjure thee, 1 nd La- 
zarus to me! — It is but a 
ſmall favour I ſollicit only 
to dip the tip of his finger 
in cold water, and put one 
ſingle refreſhing drop to my 
tongue—for I ſuffer the moſt 
dire and intolerable torments 
in theſe incircling flames 

25 Abraham ſaid to him, 
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Conſider, my ſon! —on earth 
you were bleſſed with afflu- 


ence, and traverſed a circle 
of every fond amuſement and 
Joy — Lazarus on the con- 
trary was overwhelmed with 
all human life's variety of 
wretchedneſs — But here the 
ſcene is reverſed—Now he is 
conſummately happy — thou 

art completely wretched. 

26 Beſides, it is impoſſible 
for us to afford thee the aſ- 
ſiſtance thou ſo pathetically 
imploreſt—for there is a vaſt 
and profound gulph that e- 
ternally interpoſes betwixt us, 
and for ever precludes all 
mutual intercourſe betwixt 
the inhabitants of theſe two 
different regions. 

27 To this he replied, ſuf- 
fer me however, O moſt ho- 
ly and illuſtrious progenitor, 
to prevail with you to ſend 
him to my father's houſe. 

28 I have five brothers 
diſſolved in luxury and plea- 
ſure—Bid him appear to theſe 
and warn them in the moſt 
| ſolemn manner to repent and 
reform their lives, that they 
too may not be precipitated 
into theſe doleful and horrid 
abodes. 

29 To this requeſt Abra- 
ham replied, They have the 
books of Moſes and the pro- 
phets—the rules of their du- 


| ty are there plainly delineat- 


ed — Let them make theſe 
R 2 rules 
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rules the laws of their moral | 


tial ſpirit were folemnly de- 


them they would be reclaim- 


admonitions that could be 


wickedneſs of mankind will 
. neceſſarily produce many ob- 


pel — but dreadful beyond 


ſignedly lay a ſtumbling block 


conduct and obedience. 
30 He reſumed, Suffer me, 
reat anceſtor, to be impor- 
——_ with you If a celeſ- 


puted to them from the man- 
ſions of the dead to admoniſh 


ed from their vices. 

31 He anſwered, If they 
are determined to flight the 
faithful advice of Moſes and 
the prophets, they would al- 
ſo diſregard the moſt ſolemn 


given them by a meſſenger 
trom the world of ſpirits. 


C HAP. XVII. 
1 H ſaid to his diſciples, 


The weakneſs and 


ſtacles to impede the recep- 
tion and progreſs of the goſ. | 
conception will be the final 
doom of that man by whom 
ſuch obſtacles are firſt laid. 

2 For whoever ſhall de- 


before the meaneſt of my fol- 
lowers, and be the wilful 
author of his apoſtacy from 
my religion, had better have 
2 mill-ſtone ſuſpended about 
his neck, and be plunged in- 
to the profoundeſt abyſs. 
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3 Exerciſe the ſtricteſt TY 


of JEsus Chap. xvii. 


gilance over your own con- 


duct Should your Chriſtian 


brother do you an injury, re- 
prove him in a calm and diſ- 
paſſionate manner — if he is 
touched with compunction 
for the injuſtice he hath done 
you, and ſincerely repents of 
it heſitate not a moment to 
forgive him. 

4 And ſhould he repeat 
the offence ſeven times in 
a day, and as often ſolicit 
your forgiveneſs, with ſincere 
penitence declaring his ſor- 
row and remorſe for what he 
hath done, you ſhall gener- 
ouſly forgive him. 

$—5 ABovT that time the 
diſciples ſaid toJeſus, Be pleaſ- 
ed, Sir, to beſtow upon us 


larger meaſures of that faith 


that may enable us to 258 
form greater miracles. 
6 Jeſus replied, Did your 
fairh bear the ſmalleſt pro- 
portion to the ſingular ad- 
vantages you have enjoyed 
of eſtabliſhing and confirm- 
ing it — you would be able 
to produce as aſtoniſhing o- 
perations, as eradicating that 
ſycamine by a word tranſ- 


j 
porting it thre” the air, and 
planting it in the ocean. 


7 Will any man who hath 


a ſervant employed in-culti- 
vating his fields or feeding 


his flocks ſay to him when 
he returns home from his 


ſervile occupation—Go, re- 


cline 
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| 13 They then pierced the 


cline on my couch — gratify 
thine . appetite, and indulge 
thine eaſe, = 

8 Inſtead of ſuch language 
doth he not ſay to him, Haſ- 
ten ſupper and wait at table 
— you may afterwards get 
yourſelf ſome refreſhment 
after your fatigue, 

9 Is he under any obliga-, 
tion to his ſervant for obey- 
ing his: orders and perform- 
ing the incumbent offices of 
his ſtation ? — moſt Tertainly 
none at . 4 8 

10 In like manner after 
you have regularly and con- 
ſcientiouſiy diſcharged all the 


| 


duties that have been enjoin- | 


ed you — ſay with pious and 
undiſſembled humility, We 
are unprofitable creatures 
We have done no more than 
what our duty abſolutely re- 
quired from us! 
$—11 Is his journey to 
Jeruſalem he travelled thro' 
the confines of Samaria -and 
Galle? | 
12 On his entrance into a 
village he was met by ten 
perſons” affected with leproſy 
— who approached not his 
perſon, but ſtood in a body 


air with loud and piteous 
cries, ſaying, Illuftrious pro- 
phet! pity our wretched con- 
dition! . | 

14 Jeſus ſaid to them, Go 
and preſent yourſelves to- the 
prieſts according to the pre- 
ſcription of the law They 
had not advanced but a few 
paces, before they found 
themſelves compleatly cured. 
15 One of them, touched 
with gratitude at his miracu- 
lous reſtoration, turned back, 
celebrating the goodneſs of 
God to him in loud and rap- 
turous accents. 

16 And in this flow of joy 
advancing up to Jeſus, he 
threw himſelf at his feet 
thanking him in the moſt fer- 
vent effuſions of gratitude for 
the mercy he had beſtowed 
on him This grateful crea- 
ture was a Samaritan. 

17 Jeſus ſaid, Were not 


Where are the other nine? 

18 Had none of them the 
ingenuity and goodneſs of 
heart to return, and pay 
their public 
ments to God, but this de- 


at ſome diſtance from the 
multitude. 


ſpiſed and deteſted heretic * ? 
19 Jeſus then turned to 


The Fews Called the Samaritans a>>02/e001 ſtrangers, tho? Samaria 
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ten miraculouſly healed 


acknowledg- 


was but a few miles from Fery/alem. But they ſhunned all intercourſe with 
them, as if they had been at the remoteſt diſtance, and treated them as the 
moſt abandoned and deſpicable heretics. I have therefore choſen to render 
it by this laſt word, as conveying the true ſenſe of our Saviour—who here 
cenſures the Jews for their ingratitude, and applauds ingenuity and good- 
neſs of heart in one whoſe ſect and very name they implacably hated and 


abhorred. . c 
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the Samaritan and ſaid to him, 
- Riſe and go home—The faith 
you have repoſed in my di- 
vine power hath obtained the 
cure of your diſeaſe. 


$—20 Brix aſked by the 
Phariſees, when the kingdom 
of the Meſſiah would com- 
mence he anſwered, That 
kingdom is not to be erected 


of JesUs Chap. xvii. 
the ſon of man come to de- 
ſtroy the Jewiſh nation. 2 
25 But he muſt firſt ſuffer 
a thouſand indignities—and 
be publickly rejected and 
condemned by the preſent ge- 
neration. — 
26 The features of the 
time, in which theſe dread- 
ful calamities ſhall overwhelm 


with any external diſplay of | them, ſhall exactly reſemble 


mp and ſplendour. 

21 Nor will it be ſaid, Be- 
hold! it is gloriouſly eſtabliſn- 
ing itſelf in ſuch or ſuch a 
particular place — for be aſ- 
ſured that it is now ſilently 
and inſenſibly forming itſelf 
PA 

22 He then ſaid to his diſ- 
ciples, The diſtreſſing times 
will ſoon come, when you 
will look back with regret 
on the happineſs you enjoyed 
in my former converſe, and 
will paſſionately wiſh for my 
preſence to comfort and con- 
ſole you—bur wiſh in vain. 

23 In thoſe days they will 
ſay to you, Behold! the long 
expected Meſſiah hath now 
made his public appearance 
in ſuch a town Haſten not 
thither with ſwift and eager 
ſteps. 


24 For as lightening darts | 


at one ſweep in a moment 
from one extremity of the 
pole to the other—with ſuch : 


thoſe of the times in which 
Noah lived. 
27 The men of that age 
were then immerſed in the 
exceſſes of all ſenſual indul- 
gence and continued in a 
courſe of luxury, intemper- 
ance, and every ſoft amuſe- 
ment and pleaſure *till the 
very day that Noah entered 
into the ark - and never once 
ſuſpected the impending in- 
undation, till it ſuddenly 
ruſhed down upon them and 
ſwept them all away. 

28 It was thus alſo in the 


days of Lot The inhabi- 


tants of Sodom and Gomor- 
ra were then eating, drink- 
ing, buying, felling, plant - 
ing, building—and continu- 
ed in the boundleſs purſuit of 
all —_ and voluptuouſ- 
neſs, 

29 till the very hour that 
Lot quitted Sodom under 
the conduct of an angel 
when they, ſunk in ſecurity 


rapidity and ſwiftneſs ſhall 


and peace, were at once over- 


whelmed 
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whelmed in a torrent of fire 
and brimſtone pouring upon 
them from heaven, and were 
plunged in moſt dreadful and 
univerſal perdition. 

30 Juſt ſuch will be the 
ſtate of things, when the ſon 
of man ſuddenly comes, and 
diſplays his power in the de- 
ſtruction of this impenitent 
nation. 

31 He who then happens 
to be on the top of his houſe, 
and ſees the deſtructive army 
approach —let him not ſtay 
a moment to take any of his 
| furniture. —He who 1s then 
in the fields, let him not turn 
back to his houſe. 

32 In that emergency let 

the remembrance of the fate 
that befell the wife of Lot 

urge you to the moſt preci- 

puate flight. 

38 He who ſhall then 

hope to ſave his life by flying 

into the ſtrong and fortified 

Metropolis, ſhall loſe it 
But he who ſhall ſeem: - to 
throw away his life by flying 


to the open and defenceleſs 
towns, ſhall eſcape deſtruc- 
tion. 


34. At the time of this ſud- 

den irruption there ſhall be 
two perſons in one bed, a 
good chriſtian, and an unbe- 
lieving Jew the one of whom 
ſhall be involved in the gene- 
ral deſtruction, the other ſave 
himſelf by flight. 
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35 Two women ſhall be 
grinding at the ſame mill— 
one ſhall be taken captive, 
the other providentially make 
her eſcape. 

36 There ſhall be two per- 
ſons in the ſame field—the 
one ſhall be ſurprized, the o- 
ther make his eſcape. 

37 They ſaid to him, In 
what place will theſe dread- 
ful calamities break out? — 
He anſwered, In every place, 
where the putrid carcaſe lies, 
thither will the eagles collect 
to glut their raging hunger. 


Cap. xvii. 1 He ſpoke 
the following parable to his 
diſciples, in order to repre- 
ſent to them the neceſſity of 
fervent and conſtant prayer 
to God that they might be 
delivered from theſe impend⸗ 
ing calamities. 

2 THERE lived in a certain ci- 
tya judge of a moſt abandoned 
and profligate character — in- 
flated with ſuch inſolence and 
impiety, that he profeſſed a 


| ſovereign contempt both for 


God and man. 

3 In the ſame city lived a 
forlorn and oppreſſed widow 
—who came to him and ſup- 
plicated him in the moſt im- 
portunate terms, that he 
would vindicate her cauſe, 
and deliver her from the pow- 
er and inhumanity of a cruel 


4 She 


| and unfeeling wretch. 
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4 She teized him with | lumber for a confiderable 
theſe moving ſolicitations for | time, vindicate at laſt the op- 
a conſiderable time to no pur- preſſed cauſe of his faithfuland 
poſe—ſtill repulſed, and {till | perſecuted children—and in 
returning to recount. her af- | anſwer to their importunate 
fecting tale, and to implore | and repeated cries and pray- 
redreſs At laſt he ſaid to | ers reſcue them from the cru- 
himſelf, Tho? I confeſs my | elty and inhumanity of their 
principles are atheiſtical, and | implacable perſecutors ” ! . 
that I have ſuch a ſovereign 8 I ſolemnly aſſure you he 
contempt for mankind, as | will in no long time appear 
not to regard what they ſay | in their compleat vindication, 
or think of my conduct, and wreak his dreadful ven- 
5 yet, becauſe this widow | geance on their inveterate op- 
inceſſantly ſtuns me with her | preſſors—Bur alas! when the 
complaints, and diſturbs the | ſon of man comes to inflict 
peace and tranquility of my | this puniſhment on an incor- 
mind—lI am determined to | rigible people, tho' he hath 
aber her cauſe, and vindi- | fo frequently and plainly af- 
cate her from oppreſſion— | ſerted it, how inconſiderable 
merely to rid myſelf for the | will the number of thoſe be, 
future of her affecting and | who will at that time be 
importunate clamours. found the believers and ex- 
6 Obſerve, ſaid Jeſus, the | pectants of this great event*? 
ſentiments and motiveFof this | $—9g To ſome, whom he 
iniquitous judge !-—and how | knew valued themſelves up- 
he ſuffers himſelf at laſt to be | on their ſuperior ſanctity, and 
teized into a compliance. entertained a ſovereign con- 
7 And will not the fſu- | tempt for the reſt of man- 
premely merciful and com- | kind, he addrefled this para- 
paſſionate parent, tho* his | ble: ; 

juſtice and goodneſs ſeem to | 10 Two men went to the 


Such undoubtedly the Jeaus ever were to the Chriftians till the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem——T hen they were vindicated into freedom and 
liberty. They ſuffered ten thouſand indignities and miſeries from that 
bigotted nation—but God at laſt delivered the oppreſſed cauſe of Chriſtia- 
Pity. a | 
| Y This. was really the caſe, notwithſtanding our Saviour's plain pre- 
diction of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem—yet there were numbers of care- 
leſs and profligate Chriſtians, who, as St. Peter aſſures us, were ſaying, 
Where is the promiſe of his coming? | : 
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temple to offer up their de- 
votions to God—one was a 
Phariſee, the other a tax-ga- 
therer. 

11 The Phariſee ſtood by 
himſelf, diſdaining to mix 
with the profane and irreligi- 
ous multitude, and with an 
haughty and ſupercilious look 
uttered this prayer l thank 
thee, O God! that I am not 
like the reſt of mankind, mon- 
ſters of rapacity, injuſtice, 
and debauchery and I bleſs 
thee, in particular, that I 
have infinitely more virtue 
and goodneſs than the tax-ga- 
therer here preſent! 

12 For thou knoweſt that 
twice every week I keep a 
ſolemn religious faſt, and 
that I moſt chearfully and 
_ conſcientiouſly conſecrate to 


pious uſes the tenth of every | 


thing pales: 
13 The tax-gatherer over- 
whelmed with a painful con- 
ſciouſneſs of his heinous 
crimes, deemed himſelf un- 
worthy to enter within the 
temple of ſo pure and ho- 
ly a Being—He ſtood in the 
court of the gentiles in the 
moſt humble and reverential 
poſture—not daring even to 
lift his eyes towards that holy 
Being, whom he had offend- 
ed All his paſt guilt here 
ruſhed into his mind——he 
ſmote his breaſt—— and in a 
flood of contrition and re- 


— 
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| 


ner! 


[ 
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morſe cried, Merciful God ! 
be . propitiousto me a ſin- 

14 I aſſure you that this 
latter, in conſequence of this 
ſincere and devout ejaculation, 
was a greater obje& of the 
divine favour and complacen- 


cy than the former—for ſu- 


percilious arrogance ſhall be 
abaſed, but virtuous humili- 


ty and modeſty ſhall be ex- 


alted. | 

 $—15 Sou Jewiſh pa- 
rents at that time brought in- 
fants to him, that he might 
lay his hands upon them, and 
recommend them to the bleſ- 


ſing of God But the diſci- 


ples perceiving their intenti- 


on, prevented their approach, 


and reproved thoſe who 
brought them. ; 
16 Upon this Jeſus called 
to his diſciples and ſaid, for- 
bid not the acceſs of little 
children to me for thoſe per- 
ſons only, who are poſſeſſed 
of their native innocence and 
their inoffenſive diſpoſitions, 
are the worthy ſubjects of the 
goſpel kingdom. 


17 ] declare to you in the 


moft ſolemn manner, That 


he who doth not receive the 


goſpel diſpenſation with the 
temper and diſpoſition of little 


children, will never be deem- 
ed a true and worthy mem- 


ber of it. | 
| | $—18 


ternal happineſs. 


good that venerable title 


portant commands the con- 
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$—18 A PERSON of dif- 
tinction now approached and 
accoſted him in the following 
manner —Condeſcend, good 
inſtructor, to acquaint me 
what courſe of practice I muſt 

rſue in order to enſure e- 


19 Jeſus ſaid to him, 
What induces you to call me 


can eſſentially belong only to 
the one ſupreme God. 

20 You know the precepts 
which God hath preſcribed 
as the rules of duty---for ex- 
ample, Thou ſhalt not be 

uilty of adultery 

b of theft, of falſe accuſa- 
tion thou ſhalt honour thy 
father and thy mother. 

21 He anſwered —lT have, 
Sir, from my childhood con- 
ſcientiouſly made theſe im- 


ſtant rules of my conduct. 
22 Jeſus ſaid to him, You 

are ſtill defective in one thing 

If you are deſirous to at- 


tain the higheſt pitch of ex- 


cellence and virtue, go home, 


ſell all your. poſſeſſions, diſ- | q 


penſe the money ariſing from 
the ſale among the poor, and 
become my inſeparable com- 
ion by this illuſtrious 
conduct you will ſecure a moſt 
tranſcendent and diſtinguiſh- 
ed degree of celeſtial bleſſed- 
neſs. ; - 


„of mur- 


„ 
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| pronounced theſe words, but 


he was apparently overwhelm- 
ed with grief and melancholy. 
for he was immenſely rich. 
224 Jeſus perceiving the 
gloom and ſorrow in which 
he was inſtantly immerſed, 
ſaid, How difficult a thing is 
it for thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
of opulent fortunes to enter in- 
to the kingdom of the Meſ- 
ſiah! 
23 It is as impoſſible for 
a rich man to enter into the 
goſpel kingdom, as it is for a 
cable to be forced thro? the 
eye of a needle. | 
26 They who heard this 
aſſertion replied --- How can 
any rich man then ever ob- 
tain eternal ſalvation. | 
27 He anfwered, Human- 


ly ſpeaking this is morally im- 


ible — but by God's all- 
powerful aſſiſtance the very 
greateſt impediments that 
riches lay in men's road to 
chriſtianity may be ſurmount- 


28 Peter then ſaid to him, 
We thy diſciples have rehn- 
uiſned our all, and become 
thy faithful followers. 

29 Jeſus ſaid to them, 
There is no one, who out of 
a ſincere attachment to me 
and to the goſpel hath either 
left his home, his nts, 
his brothers, his wife, his 
children : DEL 4: 

30 but who ſhall, even in 


23 No ſooner had Jeſus 
*: . | 


the 
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cutions to which he ſhall be 
expoſed in this life, enjoy that 
ſerene ſatisfaction and pure 
tranſporting felicity in his 
own mind, as ſhall infinitely 
compenſate for all the loſſes 
he hath ſuſtained · and who 
ſhall in a future ſtate be raiſed 
to conſpicuous and diftin- 
guiſhed happineſs. | 
$---31 AFTER this, taking 

the twelye apoſtles afide, — 


thus ſpoke to them We are 


now travelling up to Jeruſa- 
lem, where all the predicti- 
ons of the ancient prophets 
concerning the ſon of man 
ſhall be accompliſhed. 

32 For he will be deliver- 
ed into the power of the Ro- 
mans, be treated with every 
indignity, mocked, inſulted, 
ſpit upon, 

33 torn with ſcourges, and 
publickly executed --- but on 
the third day he will be raiſ- 
ed from the grave. 

34 But they- choſe not to 
_ underſtand him --- their pre- 
Judices prevented them from 
comprehending what he ſaid. 

$---25 Wur he was near 
Jericho, a blind man who fat 

egging on the ſide of —_ 


36 hearing 
— "hind paſſing 
ed the occaſion of ſuch 
2 == concourſe of 7 
37 and being told that Je- 


by Luxe. 
the midſt of the ſevereſt perſe- | 


the ſound of a 
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ſus of Nazareth was travelling 


that way, 
38 he inſtantly raiſed a ve- 


 hement cry--O Jeſus ſon of 


David! pity my condition! 
39 Thoſe who were ad- 


vancing before the body of 


the multitude reproved him, 
and ordered him to be filent 
but theſe: rebukes ſerved 
only to increaſe his vocifera- 
tion — he {till r Son 


of David ! pity me | 
40 Jeſus then —— and 


commanded him to be brought 
to him — Upon his approach- 
ing him he aſked him, | 

41 What favour he ſollici- 
ted with ſuch earneſtneſs---O 
Sir, he replied, to be reftor- 
ed to my fight! 3 

42 Jeſus ſaid to him, re- 
ceive thy fight---thy conſi- 
dence in my hath ef- 
tected thy cure! 

43 He immediately law 

every thing di and 


joined the crowd that followed 


Jeſus, pouring out his grate- 
ful acknowledgments to hea» 


ven · Every ſpectator alſo of 
this miracle adored God with 
pious and profound rever- 
ence. 

CHAP. XIX. 


JESU S had juſt d 
thro? Jericho, mb 

2 when a man, named 

Zaccheus, one of the princi- 

pal of the tax-gatherers, poſ- 


ſeſſed of great opulence, 
3 being 
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3 being very deſirous to | the houſe, ſtood up before 
fee Jeſus, but the immenſe | the company, and faid to Je- 
furrounding crowds, and his | ſus, Notwithſtanding the ge- 
diminutive ſize rendering his | neral odium of my occupati- 
ardent curioſity impoſſible to | on; I conſcientioufly diftribute 
be gratified, half of my fortunes among the 
4ð ran before on the public | indigentand neceſſitous—and 
road, where he was to paſs--- | if I afterwards find that any 
and climbed a ſycomoretree to | taxes have been unjuſtly ex- 
have a full view of his perſon. | ated from any perſon, I 
5 When Jeſus came over- | make him fourtold reſtituti- | 
againſt the place where he | on ?. | | 
was—he looked up——cal-} 9g Jeſus then turned to the 
led him by his name — and | company, and ſpeaking of? 
bad him deſcend—for he in- | his amiable and exemplary 
tended to ſpend that day with | character, applauded it in 
him at his houſe. | Fheſe terms, This is a true 
6 The heart of Zacchevs | deſcendant of Abraham and 

bounded when he heard theſe | ſince he inherits that Patri- 
words—he inſtantly deſcend- | arch's virtues, be aſſured that 
ed—- and entertained: him— | falvation this day hath viſited 
penetrated with the deepeſt | his houſe. W ener 
ſenſe of the great honour he] 10 For to reſcue and ſave 
had condeſcended to ſhow | men from deſtruction was the 
him. 1 I great deſign of the fon of 
7 But the conduct of Jeſus | man's coming into the world. 
upon this occaſion gave very | - $—11 BEING now advanc- 
heinous offence to all who were | ed within a little diſtance from 
preſent—who ſaid one to an- the capital, and obſerving 
other, He is gone to dine, that all his attendants were 
with a perfon of a moſt infa- | now inflamed with the moſt 
mous profeſſion. . ſanguine hopes that the king- 

8 Zaccheus hearing theſe | dom of the Meſſiah, immedi- 

cenſures, when they were in [ately upon his arrival in the 


„ An extraordinary character this of a publican ! who were a ſet of men 
infamous for their cruelty and oppreſſion. Another eminent example of a 
worthy publican we have in the Emperor Feſpaſian's father, to whom Sue- 
torius informs us that the cities of Aa dedicated ſtatues with this in- 
ſcription Kaaws 75A@vnoarr: To the honeſt publican. Sucton. Veſpaſ. 
* Nes auToy with regard to him. See Macknight. TO. 
6; ain no metro- 
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metropolis, would be erect- 
ed with the moſt magnifi- 
cent ſecular pomp and ſplen- 
dour — he addreſſed to them 
the following parable. 

12 A nobleman, intending 
to take a journey into a diſ- 
tant country to ſolicit the 
Emperor to inveſt him with 
regal authority over one of his 
provinces: 

13 Before he ſet out upon 
his travels, he called his · ten 
ſervants before him—and di- 
vided ten pounds equally a- 
mong them — bidding them, 
during his abſence, diligent- 
ly to improve the little e capi- 
tal he entruſted them with, 
by their induſtry in trade. 

14 No ſooner had he quit- 
ted his native ſoil, and the 
deſign of his journey was 
publickly known; but his 
fellow citizens, Who held him 
in univerſal and implacable 
deteſtation, immediately diſ- 
patched an embaſſy to the 
Emperor — letting him know] 
how much they abhorred him, 
and how unwilling the whole 
nation was to have him for 
their ſovereign. 

15 But notwithſtanding 
theſe malicious calumnies and 
invectives, he was confirmed 
in the kingdom — and return- 
ed to his family, veſted with 
full regal powers Immedi- 


ately upon his arrival he or- 


dered the ſervants, to whom 
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he had committed the mo- 


ney, to come before him 
deſirous to know what ſuc- 


ceſs they had met with in 


commerce. 

16 One of them then ad- 
vanced forward and ſaid-By 
the pound, Sir! you entruſt- 
ed me with, at your depar- 
ture, by my induſtry in bu- 
ſineſs I have accumulated ten. 

17 His lord, elated with 


Joy, cried out—Amiable con- 


duct! Worthy ſervant !! Thou 
haſt abundantly ſhowed thy 
fidelity in thus diligently im- 
proving the little ſtock Icom- 
mitted to thee — from this 
moment I conſtitute thee go- 
vernor of fen cities. 
18 A ſecond then came up 
and ſaid, From the pound 
you delivered to me, my care 
and diligence in commerce 
hath enabled me to acquire 


five. 


19 His lord highly de- 
lighted with his conduct ſaid, 


As a reward of ſuch eminent 


worth, I will inveſt thee with 
the government of five cities. 
20 A third approached 


| his lord and thus ſpake — I 


have brought you the money 
you gave me at your depar- 
ture Here it is wrapped 


it up, and depoſited it in a 


ſafe place againſt your re- 

turn 

21 For I dreaded your ſe- 

 verity—Kknowing you to be a 
man 
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man of ſuch a ſtern and inex- 
orable temper——expectin 


great emoluments from thoſe | 


whom you never fixed in any 
Capacity to ee you any 
Hand unreaſonably demand- 
harveſts from 
fields you never ſowed. 

22 His lord, inflamed with 

indignation at ſo baſe a con- 
duct, ſaid to him Thou 
wicked ſlothful ſervant ! I 
will. refute and confound 
thee upon thine own prin- 
ciples — If you really knew 
me, as you ſay you did, to 
be a perſon of ſuch a ſtern 
and auſtere temper; to be 
ſo unreaſonable in my de- 
mands, and ſo inexorable in 
inſiſting on the performance 
of them, | 

23 Why didſt thou not 
then take care not to incur 
my reſentment, by carefully 
improving in trade the ſtock : 
I committed to thee — that at 
my return I might have re- 
ceived the capital with ſome 
additional profits, and have 
plauded and rewarded thy 
diligence? | 
224 The prince then ſaid 

to thoſe who were preſent, 
Take that pound from him 
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perſon who by his ſedulous 
application acquired ten. 

25 The officers. of juſtice 
who were in waiting ſaid — 
Why do you, Sir! adjudge 
the additional pound to him 
who was already poſſeſſed of 
ten? 

26 The king anſwered, 
Becaule every one who hath 
carefully improved what hath 
been committed to him ſhall 
be rewarded with a more am- 
ple and copious affluence 
but he who hath miſimproved 
what was intruſted to him, 
ſhall be fatally deprived even 
of what he originally had. 
27 And thoſe malicious 
and inveterate rebels againſt 
my perſon and government, 
who oppoſed my advance- 
ment to the kingdom with 
ſuch violence and malignity 
— drag them inſtantly be- 
fore me, and butcher them 
in my preſence *. - 
_ $—28 Having recited this 
parable he proceeded on his 
journey towards Jeruſalem. 

29 When he was now ad- 
vanced as far as Bethphage 
and Bethany ſituated near a 
mountain called the mount 
of Olives—Jeſus called two 


directly —and give it to the 


a The perſon, who went into a foreign coun 


of his diſciples, 


to receive a kingdom, 


repreſents Chriſt, who was inveſted with univerſal dominion after his reſur- 
rection. By the citizens, who hated him, are meant the Fewws—and the 


-puniſhments he inflicted upon them, 


dom, denote the deſtruction of Jeruſal em.. 


4 


after he was adyanced to the king- 
30 and 
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30 and gave them this or- 
der go into that village, 
which you ſee directly oppo- 
ſite, and you will immediate- 
ly upon your enterance find a 
young aſs tied - unlooſe the 
rein and bring it to me 

31 and ſhould any perſon, 
ſeeing this action, aſk you the 
reaſon of your taking ſuch li- 
berties, tell him, that your 
maſter hath occaſion for it. 
32 Having received this 
command, they haſted to the 
village, and found every cir- 
cumſtance as Jeſus had men- 
tioned. 

33 The owner ſeeing two 
firangers unlooſing it ſaid to 
them, What buſineſs have 
"_ to take away the colt? 

4 They made the reply 
| = Jeſus had dictated — 
and were ſuffered to depart 
without any farther moleſta- 
tion. 

35 They then brought it 
to Jeſus——{pread on it their 
upper garments, and ſet him 


* 


= 
—_— 


Dont. 

36 Immediately upon his 
mounting it and advancing. 
towards the city his atten- 
dants ſpread the public roads 
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with their mantles. 


—_— 


37 When they were now. him — the 
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with loud acclamations, and 
uttered the moſt rapturous 
ſtrains of gratitude and praiſe 
to God for all the aſtoniſh- 
ing miracles which they — 


ſeen performed. 

38 Shouting and repeating 
—Blefſed is the great Must 
ous king, who now comes 
inveſted with the authority 
of the ſupreme Jehovah! — 
Hail him, O ye celeſtial 
powers! Let the higheſt an- 
gelic orders celebrate his 


praiſe ! 
39 Some of the Phariſees, 
who were a the crowd, 


diſguſted with this language, 


ſaid to him, Great prophet ! 
why do you not reprove your 


- | diſciples for paying you ſuch 


extravagant Ms, and ho- 
nours? 

40 Jeſus r Were 
they to be ſilent— the inani- 
mate creation would be mi- 
| raculouſly endowed with 
ſpeech, and utter triumphant 
praifes 1n honour of him, 
whom God hath dignified 


with ſuch diſtinguiſhed pro- 


phetic powers. 

41 When he ſaw from the 
mountain the city lying in 
| wide extended proſpect before 


guſhing tears 


Lichig a very little diſtance of || ſtreamed down his cheeks. 


the city, and were going to 
deſcend the declivity of the 
mount of Olrves—the whole 
vaſt multitude of his difciples 


d followers pierced the air 


42 He then broke out into 
the following exclamation O 
thou wretched and impeni- 
tent city! How diſtinguiſhed 


would be thy felicity tor ma- 
ny 
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ny future years, if thou hadſt 


improved thoſe ſignal advan- | 
tages, with which thou haſt 
now been ' favoured !——But} 
thou haſt ſhown thyſelf to be 
abſolutely incorrigible and ir- 
reclaimable—and thy doom 
is now irreverſibly fixed! 
43 For the time will ſoon 
come, when a moſt numer- 
ous and invincible hoſt of 
thine enemies ſhall inveſt 
thee,—draw lines of circum- 
vallation around thee—and 
preſs thee with the moſt 
dreadful and terrible ſiege. 
44 The time will ſoon ar- 
rive, when thy citizens ſhall 
be deſtroyed by famine be 
butchered with the ſword 
and thy very foundations ſo 
totally 'razed, as not one 
ſtone to be left ſtanding up- 
on another ——becaule thou 
haſt wilfully miſimproved 
the gracious 
which the goodneſs of God 
hath indulged to thee, and 
haſt with inſuperable preju- 
dice rejected all the evidences 
of my miſſion, that have 
been exhibited before thee ! 
$—45 Wren he entered 
the temple, he immediately 
expelled all whom he found 
buying and felling in the 
court of the Gentiles , - 


b The e is very expreſlive and beautiful, 
There is the ſame beautiful image in Ovid. When the Gre- 


on, his lips. 
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46 telling them at the time 
he ejected "them, that God 
deſigned the temple ſhould 
be . 500d to devotion, 
but that they had converted it 
into a receptacle of the moſt. 
mercenary and ſelf intereſted 


- | wretches. 


47 He continued every 
day to inſtruct the people in 
the temple— but the. high 
prieſts, the inferior clergy; 
and the principal magiſtrates, : 
exaſperated againſt him for 
his late conduct, unanimouſ- 
ly reſolved to ſhed his blood: 

48 But were difficulted 
when they came to deliberate. 


in what method they ſhould 


execute their ſanguinary pur- 
poſes—becauſle the ulace 
adored him, and imbibed his 


diſcourſes with the greateft 


RE and Oy . 
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x (NE day as he was ins 
ſtructing the people in 
the temple, and proclaiming 
the joyful news of the 1 9 
erection of the Meſſiah's kings 
dom, the high prieſts, the in- 
terior clergy, and the magi- 
ſtrates came in a e to 
him, 

2 and demanded of him 


Cenpeu o. they FRAY 


cian generals returned from Tro and recited their adventures, _ pore 


fays—Narrantis rd ux Pe ab ore viri. 


* 2 30. Is of 
; by 
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by what authority he acted 
in this manner, and who it 


was that had inveſted him 
with it? 


3 He ſaid to them will 


firſt propoſe to you a queſti- 
on, to which I deſire you 
would return an explicit an- 
ſwer 

4— Was the late baptiſm 
of "John a divine appoint- 
ment, or was it merely an 
human inſtitution ? 

5 Having deliberated up- 
on this queſtion, they ſaid 
one to another If we tell 
him, it was a divine inſtitu- 
tion, he will immediately re- 
ply, Why did you not then 
embrace it as ſuch? 

6 And if we tell him, it 
was ſolely an human contri- 


vance—we ſhall certainly ex- 


poſe ourſelves to the fury of 
the populace— for they are 
univerſally perſuaded that 


John was an illuſtrious pro-. 


Phet. 

After having thus cau- 
tiouſly debated the matter, 
they ſaid to him We are 
not able to determine whether 
his baptiſm was a divine or 
human ſcheme. 

8 Neither will I, replied 
Jeſus, ſatisfy you by what 


authority I have aſſumed my 


Pane character. 

HE then recited to 
the aſſembled multitude the 
following parable——A GEN- 


VZV Ob. ; 
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| TLEMAN planted a-vineyard 
and employed a number of 
huſbandmen to cultivate and 


dreſs it — and afterwards. ſet 
out upon his travels into a fo- 
reign country. 

10 When the vintage ap- 
proached, he diſpatched one 
of his ſervants to the huſ- 
bandmen, to receive from 
them the produce of his new 
plantation — But he had no 
ſooner delivered his maſter's 
orders, but they beat him in 
a moſt unmerciful manner, 
and ſent him away empty. 

11 He ſent to them ano- 
ther ſervant—whom they alſo 
cruelly beat, and abuſed with 
the moſt outrageous infolence 
and inhumanity. | 

12 He ſent a third—whom 
they mangled with wounds 


and bruiſes—and then turn- 


ed out of the vineyard. 

13 The proprietor of the 
vineyard. receiving theſe re- 
peated inſults, after deliber- 
ating for ſome time what me- 
thods he ſhould purſue, at 
laſt ſaid—I will now depute 
mine only ſon, the object of 
all my fond affetions—Moſt 
certainly they will not dare 
to offer any indignities to my 
ſon— Surely they will rever- 
ence his character. 


14 But on the firſt ſight of 
him the huſbandmen cried 


out with one voice This is 
the heir Let us this mo- 
D- - ment 
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on his inheritance ! 


15 Accordingly they all 


ruſhed upon him dragged 
him out of the vineyard, and 
murdered him What pu- 
niſnment do you think will 
the proprietor inflict upon 
ſuch inhuman and bloody 
ruffians? 

16 When he comes, he 
will undoubtedly put theſe 
wretches to the moſt dread- 
ful and excruciating deaths 
— and lett his vineyard to 


others, who will ſerve him 


with greater fidelity Upon 


this the audience ſaid, God 


avert this dreadful ſentence 
from ever being executed! 

17 He then fixed his eyes 
upon them and ſaid Do you 
not recolle& this remarkable 
paſſage of ſcripture ?—© The 
4 which the workmen re- 
jected, is become the great 
corner ſtone, and hath unit- 
ed and conſolidated the two 
ſides of the edifice, 

18 He who ſtumbles up- 


on this ſtone ſhall be terribly 


bruiſed—but he on whom its 
enormous weight ſhall tum- 
ble will be cruſhed in a mo- 
ment and crumbled to a- 
toms *. 
„ The high prieſts and 
the other clergy were ſo ex- 
aſperated at him, knowing he 


© Referring to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 
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ment aſſaſſinate him, and ſeize 
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of IJrsus Chap. xx. 


levelled this fable at them, 


that they formed a reſolution 
that inſtant to apprehend, 
and by open force get him 
into their power but their 
dread of the people's fury re- 
ſtrained them from carrying 
it into immediate execution. 

20 Diſcarding therefore all 
thoughts of open violence, 
they contrived to circumvent 
him by clandeſtine and inſidi- 
ous arts — Accordingly they 
employed and ſent ſecret e- 
miſſaries to enſnare him—dt- 
recting them tocover their de- 
ſigns upon him under an out- 
ward ſemblance of extraordi- 
nary piety and ſanctity — hop- 
ing by this method they could 
betray him to ſay ſomething 
obnoxious to their preſent g 
vernment — for which. they 
might accuſe him as a traitor 
to the ſtate, and deliver him 
into the power of the Roman 
procurator. 

21 The perſons, thus 15 


borned, approached him and 


thus ſpoke—Illuſtrious pro- 
phet! we are perſuaded that 
you have a conſcientious re- 
gard for truth—that no par- 
tiality or fear of man can ever 
induce you to facrifice duty 
—and that in ſincerity and 


plainneſs you communicate 


to men the dictates of infalli- 
ble wiſdom. ; 


| ia The 


Chap. XX. 
22 The veneration we 
have for this your character 
hath induced us to requeſt 
your ſentiments concerning 
this queſtion ——ls it lawful 
for the Jews to pay tribute to 
the Romans, or not ? 
23 Jeſus conſcious of their 
wicked ſubtilty and diſſimu- 


lation ſaid to them Why do | po 


you practiſe ſuch inſidious 


arts to ſeduce me into dan- | 


* 

24 Show me the e coin that 
is collected Whoſe head 
and legend is this? — They 
ſaid, Cæſar's. 

25 He anſwered Pay to 
the Emperor what he lawful- 
ly claims, and to God the 
duties he requires. 

2806 This reply entirely diſ- 
concerted and covered them 
with confuſion it excited 
their amazement at his ſaga- 
city and penetration, and 
awed them into a profound 
ſilence Nor were they able to 
faſten on any expreſſion what- 
ever that he occaſionally drop- 
ped in his public diſcourſes. 
8-27 AFTER this ſome of 
the Sadducees, a Jewiſh ſect 
who deny a future ftate, came 
and propoſed this queſtion. | 

28 Great teacher! our l- 
luſtrious legiſlator hath enact- 
ed this law If a man marry, 
die, and leave no children, his 


brother ſhall eſpouſe his wi⸗ TOO 
dow, in order that the 8 
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and family of the deceaſed 
may not be extinct. 

29 Now there happened 
once amongſt us this ſingular 
inſtance— There were ſeven 
brothers the eldeſt of whom 
married, and died without 
children. 

30 The ſecond brother eſ- 
uſed his widow, and he 
too died childleſs. 5 

31 The third alſo—and all 
| the ſeven by a premature 
death. 

32 So that the woman ſur- 
vived them all. 

33 What we therefore de- 
ſire you to ſolve is this 


Which of the ſeven brothers 


ſhall have this woman in a 
future ſtate? 

24 Jeſus anſwered—In the 
preſent life God ordained 
marriage to perpetuate the 
human race, and to ſupply 
the devaſtations that death 
makes among mankind, 

35 But the race of thoſe 
who are deemed worthy to 
be introduced into the con- 


| ſummate bleſſedneſs of a fu- 


ture ſtate, is no longer N 
Pagated. 

36 The neceſſity of marri- 
age is precluded for death 
makes no ravages in thoſe 
happy abodes—all the inha- 
bitants are endowed' with im- 
mortality and the ſpirits of 
d men, who are bleſſed 
with a glorious reſurrection, 
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are pure and refined intelli- 
gences, of a nature congeni- 


al with the heavenly angels. 
37 And moreover that a 
wenne ſtate is no fiction is 
apparent from thoſe words 
Moſes heard pronounced 
from the buſh—I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of I- 
faac, and the God of Jacob. 
38 God is not the gover- 
nor of dead inſenſible matter, 
but of living and conſcious 


intelligence. 


39 When ſome of the 


! 


Scribes heard theſe replies, 


they ſaid—Wile teacher] the 


anſwers you have returned, 
are ſatisfactory and juſt. 

40 From this time, they 
thro' fear entirely deſiſted 
from propoſing any more 


queries of this nature to him. 


$—41 AFTER this Jeſus 
in his turn propoſed to them 
the following queſtion—On 
what foundation are their 


ſentiments ſupported, who 


maintain that the Meſſiah 
muſt be the ſon of David, 


42 when David himſelf in 


the Pſalms expreſsly e 


* The ſupreme Jehovah ſaid 
to my lord, Sir thou at my 
right hand, 

43 till I have totally ſub- 


jected all thy foes to thy do- 


minion.“ 
44 David himſelf, you ſee, 


in this paſſage calls the Meſ- 


of J ESUS Chap . xxi 


ſiah his lord—in what ſenſe 
therefore 1s he his ſon ? * 

&—45 AFTER this in the 
audience of the whole mul- 
titude he ſaid to his diſciples, 

46 Be cautious of imitat- 
ing the manners and morals 
of the Scribes—who affect to 
ſtrut about in public in long 
flowing  gowns—who are ſo 
intoxicated with the ſervile 
homage that 1s paid them by 
ſuperſtitious crowds——and 


| whole vanity is effectually gra- 


tified when they can ſecure the 
beſt ſeats 1n places of religious 
worſhip, and the moſt ho- 
nourable places at all public 
entertainments. 15 

47 Who with unteeling 
cruelty deprive the widow 
and orphan of their juſt pro- 
perty and yet cover this 
mercileſs oppreſſion and wick - 
edneſs with a maſk of. moſt 
rapturous and extraordinary 
devotion—Upon theſe hypo- 
crites God will inflict the moſt 
dreadful puniſhments. | 


1 


CHAP. XXI:* 


HILE he was in the 

temple, he obſerv- 

ed how the rich came and 

threw their charitable contri- 

butions into the public trea- 
fury, that was kept there. 

2 Among. others he ſaw a 

poor widow come and put in 

| - two 


Chap. xxi. 


two ſimall pieces of money, 
amounting in value only to a 
farthing. 2 DB 

3 Upon obſerving this, he 

ſaid to thoſe who were pre- 
ſent -I aſſure you that poor 
woman hath done a greater 
act of charity than all who 
have hitherto contributed. 
4 For all the others have 
given but a very inconſider- 
able proportion out of their 
large fortunes— but this in- 
digent charitable creature 
hath chearfully thrown in all 
that ſhe had in the world. 

\$—5 Sous perſons hap- 
pening to ſpeak of the gran- 
deur of the temple, and ex- 
prefling their admiration of 
the large and magnificent 
ſtones with which it had been 
erected, and the many pious 
dedicated * offerings with 
which 4t was adorned and em- 
belliſhed—he rephed, 

6 The time is coming when 
all this ſuperb and ſtately 
ſtructure ſhall be ſo entirely 
demoliſhed, and be convert- 
ed into ſuch a confuſed heap 
of ruins, that there ſhall not 


4 Are ,ʒee the word here uſed by 
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be left one ſtone ſtanding up- 


an ẽ9ůgmf‚² A 
7 They aſked him, when 
this dreadful calamity would 
happen and from what cir- 
cumſtances they might be a- 
ble to prognoſticate its ap- 
proach. | 5 

8 Jeſus ſaid to them 
Take care of being ſeduced 
into fatal errors — for great 
numbers of impoſtors will 
publickly appear and aſſume 
my character, making the 
moſt ſolemn declarations, 


that they are the Meſſiah — 
| But the time of the irrupti- 


on of theſe dire miſeries is 
not far diſtant Pay not 
therefore their impudent pre- 
tenſions the leait credit, nor 
ſuffer yourſelves to be impoſ- 
ed upon by any of their frauds. 

9 And when you hear of 
bloody wars and. public cala- 
mities, let not theſe reports 
ſtrike you with terrour For 
mankind vill be harraſſed 
with theſe dreadful evils be- 
fore the deſtruction of this 
city and temple enſue. 


10 One country, he pro- 


St. Luke is univerſally uſed to ſignify 


wotive oferings dedicated by religious votaries, and placed, (generally 
hung up] in temples as teſtimonies of their gratitude. ypvooy xo o6- 
Yyurov avalluuartor. Xenoph. Helley. Lib. 6. p. 308. Exit. Baſil. Gr. 
„They unanimouſly reſolved to ſend a golden cup to De/phi—but there 
was à great ſcarcity of gold in the city—the ladies therefore contributed 
all the gold they had about their perſons e, 7 aralnuva.” Plutarch Ca- 
mil. 241. Suyxabitpore 7 avabnua. ibid. p. 242. Ed. Gr. Steph. He 
came to burn the temples and the votive offerings, Nass Tupwgwy vals 


xayabnuata. Sophocl. Antig. 292. 
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ceeded, ſhall commence hoſti- 


lities againſt another — one | 
kingdom invade and depopu- 
late another. 
11 Several regions. alſo 
will be ſhook by terrible 
earthquakes, be inteſted with 
famine and peſtilence, or in- 
_ timidated by many frightful 
and horrible phænomena in 
the ſky. 

12 But before theſe dire ca- 
lamities happen, the world will 
purſue you with implacable 
hatred, and harraſs you with 


the moſt cruel kme 


you will be ſcourged wit 
relenting and untceling rage 
in their public aſſemblies— 

you will be confined in dun- 

ons, and be dragged be- 
Noe governours and princes. 
— [In all theſe evils you will 
be involved for your inviol- 
able attachment to my reli- 
gion. 

13 But your being brought 

before theſe auguſt and dig- 
nified perſonages will afford 
you an opportunity of pub- 
lickly vindicating and de- 
fending your principles and 
profeſſion. 
14 And remember in ſuch 
an exigency not to be previ- 
ouſly diſtreſſed with anxious 
and gloomy thoughts, What 
apology you ſhall offer. 

15 For I will in the crifis 
of your danger enable you to | 


of Jesus Chap, xxi. 


ſpeak with ſuch undaunted 
reedom, and inſpire you with 
ſuch eloquence and wiſdom, 
as ſhall refute all the ſubtil- 
ties of your opponents, and 
awe them into contuſion and 
ſilence. 

16 Such an implacable 
enmity will be conceived a- 
gainſt your profeſſion, that 
parents, brothers, relations, 
friends ſhall betray one an- 
other with baſe and unfeeling 
perfidy, and embrue their 
hands in one anothers blood. 

17 For on account of your 
principles you will be held 
in almoſt univerſal abhor- 
rence, 

18 But all their virulent 
malice ſhall not be able to 
hurt an hair of your head. 

19 Let not the moſt im- 
minent dangers therefore diſ- 
turb your mental tranquillity 
and peace — for God will in- 
terpoſe and reſcue you n 
them. 

20 When you ſee a nu- 
merous encamped hoſt in- 
veſt the metropolis then 
conclude that its final deſtruc- 
tion will ſpeedily enſue. 

21 Then let the Chriſtians 
who are in the adjacent plains 
flee for ſafety to the moun- 
tains — Let thoſe who are in 


| the city make their eſcape 


out of 1t — and let not thoſe 
who are then in the country 


ſeek 


Chap. xxi. 
ſeek a refuge from the ene- 
my within its walls. 
22 For then will the bolts 
of divine vengeance be hurl- 


ed upon this devoted city — | 


and all the predictions of the 
antient prophets concerning 
its deſtruction be amply ful- 
filled. 

23 Deplorable will be the 
fate of thoſe women, whoſe 
flight will then be prevented by 
advanced pregnancy, or the 
ſuckling of infants — for the 
whole land of Judæa will then 
be - oppreſſed by the moſt 
dreadful and ſhocking cala- 
mities. 

24 Its inhabitants ſhall be 
miſerably maſſacred, or ſold 
for ſlaves and diſperſed into 
every province of the Roman 
empire—and heathens ſhall 
trample and inſult over the 
ruins of Jeruſalem, till their 
period, fixed in the divine 
decree, is completed. 

25 In the heavens will then 
appear dreadful prodigies, 
which will affect the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars in an amaz- 


ing manner — on the earth| 


various countries will be ſeiz- 


ed with dreadful alarms and 


pannic terrors — and in the 
fea, the waves * will be un- 
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commonly agitated, roar with 
unuſual vehemence and loud- 
nels, and laſh the ſhores with 
horrid rage and violence. 
26 Fright, terrour, and 
amazement will freeze the 
hearts of thoſe who are ſpec- 


tators of theſe phaznomena— 


and every one will ſhudder 
with fear and horrour, when 
they brood over the ſad pro- 


| ſpect of thoſe impending ca- 


lamities which theſe dire pro- 
digies indicate — for all the 
powers of heaven will then be 
ſhaken with the moſt violent 


convulſions. 


27 Then ſhall the Meſſiah 


be ſeen fitting on a cloud, 


arrayed in matchleſs glory, 
and triumphing in the moſt 
magnificent pomp. 

28 When you ſee all theſe 
circumſtances concur, which 
have now particularized — 
then let your hearts be dilat- 


ed with ſacred rapture and 


exultation, for your complete 


deliverance from the Jewiſh 


perſecutions will then ſpeedi- 
ly enſue. 

29 He ſhowed them in the 
following figurative repre- 
ſentation, with what certain- 
ty, from theſe previous ſigns, 
they might infer the ſubſe- 


4 The word 2X0 15 no where aſed i in the 7. o/tament but 3 It often 


occurs in the greek pd 


It fignifies a ſwollen wave. 
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quent cataſtrophè Every 
tree, the fig- tree in particu- 
lar, reads you uſeful inſtruc- 
tion with regard to this great 
event. 

30 For when it puts out 
tender ſhoots and opening 
leaves, you with riſing plea- 
ſure, conclude the approach 
of ſummer. 

31 In like manner, when 
you remark theſe ſeveral phæ- 
nomena which I have diſtinct- 
ly mentioned—infer that the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah will 
ſpeedily be erected on the 
ruins of this impenitent na- 
tion. f 
530 Let me aſſure you, that 


the preſent race of men will 


not be defunct, before all 
theſe my predictions be fully 
enn kined. ? 

33 Sooner ſhall heaven and 
earth be annihilated, than my 
words not. be verified. 

34 Exerciſe therefore a cau- 
tious and conſtant vigilance 


over your hearts, leſt the ſud- 
dien and dreadful irruption of | 


theſe calamities ſurpriſe you 
buried in ſenſuality and de- 
bauchery, and ſunk in ava- 
rice and EP REIN 

35 For, like an unſuſpect- 


ed ambuſh, it will ſuddenly 


ruſh upon all the land of — 
dza, and overwhelm 1 its ipha- | 
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bitants in one fatal and Senat 
ral deſtruction:ꝰ . 

36 Be ye SPI ever 
fortified with caution and 
watchfulneſs — and intercede 
with God by fervent pray- 
er, that he would not ſuffer 
you to be involved in theſe 
dreadful ſcenes of impending 
milery — but of his mercy 
deign to vindieate ” into 
ſafety and happineſs. 

$ — 37 Is the down time 
Jeſus publickly 
the people in the temple 
Sin the evening he retired 
to the mount of Olives. _ 

38 The people therefore 
early every morning reſorted 
to the temple to hear his . 
courſes. Tek 


CHAP. XXII. 


N HE grand ſolemn 
feſtival of the Jews, 
called the e was now 
very near. | 
2 And at this time — 
was a general council conven- 
ed in which the high prieſts 
and the body of the clergy 
concerted various meaſures 
how they might murder him 
| —bur they dreaded the _ 
of the populace. . - 
3 It was now that Judas 
ho, one of the twelve a- 


poſtles, was inſtigated by: the 


"7 Alluding to the manner in which Jeruſalem was ſurprized by the Ro- 
mans—it being the time of the paſſo ver, when prodigious numbers from 
all ports of Judæà were — in the city, and moſt' miſerably periſhed. 


iabokical 


inſtrugted 


Chap. xxii. 


diabolical vwickedneſs and 
malignity of his heart to be- 


tray him by an act of the baſ- 


eſt perfidy. 
4 Having 
. deſign he ſtole in a 


chandeſtine manner from the 


body of the diſciples — and 


had an interview with the | 


high prieſts and the officers 
of their guards, in which. he 
promiſed to deliver him into 
their power. 

5 An offer ſo mexpetied 

tranſported them with joy — | 
and they agreed to give him 
a ſum of money to reward 
his ſervices. 
6 To this propofal be 
_ chearfully afſented—and from | 
that moment anxiouſly ſtudi- | 
ed to ſeize the moſt favour- | 
able opportunity, when the 
crowds were diſperſed, of put- | 
ting him 1nto their hands, 


827 Tux day being now | 


arrived on which it was cuſ- 
tomary to ſlay. the paſchal | 
lamb, 

8 he called Peter wy John 


and faid to them, Go into | 


the city and make prepara- 
tions for our celebrating the 
preſent ſolemnity and eating | 


the paſchal ſup 
9 They — 2 to fk; In N 


: 2 — would you have 
us: make theſe preparations? 
10 He anſwered— Imme- 
diately on your entrance into 
the oP you will meet a man 


| 
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carrying a pitcher of water— 
follow him into the houſe; 


| where you ſee him enter, 


nn this 


11. and tell the perſon that 
your maſter deſires he would 
accommodate him with a room 
in which to eat the paſchal 
lamb with his diſciples. 

12 And he will immedi- 

ately ſhow you into a large 
apartment, ſpread with a car- 
pet Here make the neceſia- 
ry preparations. 
13 The two difetples . 
ing received theſe orders went 
into the city, and found eve- 
ry circumſtance exactly cor- 
reſpond to what Jeſus had 
told them — They therefore 
made every thing realy a- 
gainſt his coming. | 

14 At the uſual time Te: 
ſus and his twelve diſciples fat 
down to eat the P A. 
per. 

15 As they were at table 
Jeſus ſaid to them I have 
been extremely deſirous to 
eat this paſſover along with 
you, before I ſuffer 

16 For I aſſure you this 
is the laſt paſſover I ſhall ever 
celebrate with you before the 
Meſſiah's kingdom be eſta- 
bliſned. 

17 He then rob the cup, 
and after ſolemnly offering up 
his gratitude to God, he ſaid, 
Take and hand this one to. 
another.. | 

- IS F or I make this ſolemn 


declaration 
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declaration to you all, That 
I ſhall not taſte any more wine 
till the * time of the erection 
of the Meſſiah's kingdom. 
19 He then took bread, 
and after devoutly bleffing 
God, he broke and diſtri- 
buted it among them all, ſay- 
mg— This figuratively repre- 
ſents — . which ai 
luntarily ſurrendered to be 
broken on the croſs to pro- 
mote the intereſts of mankind 
— For the future celebrate 
this inſtitution in commemo- 
ration of my death. 
- 20 After they had eat the 
paſchal lamb he. took the 
cup, and after having paid 
the fame devont acknow- 
ledgements. to God, ſaid — 


This wine repreſents . the | 
"3 : 
ed with the moſt vain, extra- 


ſhedding of my blood -— by 
the effi of which the new 


covenant will be ſealed and 
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| 23 Alarmed at this decla- 


ration, they began with the 
moſt painful. anxiety to aſk 
one another, Who it was a- 
mong them that could be ca- 
pable of fuch atrocious and 
execrable baſeneſs. | 
$—24 THERE was alſo a 
warm debate and contention 
agitated among them, Which 
of them ſhould be advanced 
to the higheſt honours in that 
magnificent kingdom they 
judged he was going to erect. 
25 Jeſus perceiving their 
ambitious views faid to them 
—Powerful monarchs among 
the Heathens rule their fub- 
jects with an abfolute ſway, 


and their ſovereign princes 
are by crowds of ſerviſe ſyco- 
phants and flatterers honour- 


vagant and unmerited titles. 
26 But ſuch a luſt of do- 


ratified, and the benefit of | mination and fondneſs of 


mankind be fubſerved. 
21 But behold! that very 
ſon, who intends by the 


power ſhall never poſſeſs your 
boſoms— for among you he 


who is the hum3!eft ſhall be the 


lackeſt perfidy to ſurrender greateſt, and the moſt conde- 


me into the power of my e- 
nemies, is now ſitting with me 
at table. | 

22 The fon of man indeed 
will make that exit, which 
hath been fixed in the divine 
decree but woe to that 
wretch who 1s treacherouſly 
acceſſary to his murder. 


ending ſhall be the moſt ex- 


alted. ES 

27 For which is greateſt 
—the perſon who reclines in 
eaſe on his couch, or he who 
waits obſervant on his nod? 
AIs not the former, and yet I 
have converſed among you in 
the capacity of the latter. 


* Meaning—not till after his re/urr«ion, auer his kingdom properly 


commenced, 


28 You 
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28 You have been my 
faithful and inſeparable com- 


ions in all the ſorrows and 


trials with which I have con- 


flicted. 
229 In recompenſe there- 
fore of your diſtinguiſhed fi- 
delity, fince my heavenly 
father hath by ſolemn com- 
pact awarded to me a king- 
o In like manner do I 
by an irreverſible covenant 
ratify and confirm to you the 
moſt exalted and conſpicuous 
honours: in this kingdom 
and magnificent thrones ſhall 
be erected for you on which 
you ſhall paſs ſentence on the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. 
31 Jeſus then ſaid to Pe- 


ter, Simon! Simon | a great 


trial 1s approaching in which 
the fidelity of you my Apoſ- 
tles will be brought to a ſe- 
vere teſt. 

32 But J have prayed for 
thee in particular, that thy 
ſincerity may be maintained 
inviolate. — When thou art 
returned to thy duty remem- 
ber to encourage and animate 
thy brethren by a ſuperiour 
fortitude and zeal in my 
cauſe. 

33 Peter ſaid to him, Diſ- 
truſt not my fidelity am 
this moment prepared with 
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chearfulneſs to attend thee to 


priſon or to death. 


34 Jeſus replied, 1 aſſure 
thee this very night before 
the cock crow thou wilt three 
ſeveral times folemnly: _ 
that thou ever knew me: 

$—35 Hz then ſaid to his 
diſciples — When I commit- 
ſioned you to preach in the 
towns of Judza, and ſent you 
on this expedition without mo- 
ney and without provifions— 
were you ever deſtitute of the 
common neceffaries of life ? 


— They faid they had never 


wanted any thing. 

36 But for the future, Jes | 
ſus ſaid to them, fuch are the 
diſtreſſes and perſecution in 


which you will be involved, 


that he that hath money, let 
him take it with him he 
that hath none, let him ſell 
his clothes and buy a ſword. 
37 For be aſſured that with 
— to myſelf that predic- 
tion of the prophet is imme 
diately going to be accomps 
liſhed, © He made his exit con- 
founded with the wicked 
For the period of my life i: 
now completed. 
38 They underſtanding che 
above figurative diſcourſe lite- 


rally, faid to him We have 
two ſwords among us—He 


ſaid, They are ſufficient “. 


e In the above figurative diſcourſe Fe/us intimated to them the miſeries 
d perſecutions they were for the future to — with But __ un- 


an 
derſtood him literally, by the gueſtion they propo 


+ 


to him. 


the city 


.AFTER this he left 
and retired, as uſual, 


+ to the mount of — ac- | 


companied by his diſciples. 
40 Arriving at the place 
he ſaid to them Earneſtly 
beg of God that in the great 
approaching trial you may 
not be ſeduced into ſin. 
41 He then ſeparated from 
chem about the diſtance of a 
ſtone's caſt, fell on his knees, 
and with devout — ut- | 
tered this prayer — 
242 Merciful father 10 
that thou wouldeſt not ſuffer 
the dreadful ſtorm to break 


over my head! — But I check | 


myſelf Not my will, but 
thine be done 
43 Immediately his attend- 
ants ſaw an angel deſcend from 
heaven to animate and con- 
44 for he prayed with ar- 
dent and intenſe fervour, be- 
ing overwhelmed in an ago- 
ny of diſtreſs —— the inward 
| ſenſations he now felt being 
fo dreadfully acute and pain- 
ful that drops of ſweat trick- 
led down his face and fell up- 
on the ground, like large 
globules of blood. 
45 He then roſe from his. 
knees. and came to his diſci- 
ples — whom he found in a 


- 
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ed by the miſeries . 98 


him indure. 

46 He awoke chew ani , 
ſaid——— Why do- you fuffer 
yourſelves. to be overwhelm- 
ed with ſleep in ſuch a criſis 
——Earneſtly implore the Al- 
mighty that you may not in 
the enſuing gone be ſeduced 
into fin. 

47 While * was e 
a great mob appeared — be- 
fore whom Judas advanced 
forward and approached Je- 
ſus to ſalute him that being 
the ſignal he had end K | 
on to give them. 

48 Jeſus aid to Min- 
das, doſt thou cover thy trea- 
cherous deſigns againſt my 
life under the hy pocritical 
ſemblance of affection and 
love? 

49 When his actendants | 
ſaw the violence that would 
enſue, they ſaid to him —— 
Sir! ſhall we repel them with 
the ſword? + 

50 One of them How his 
\ fword—ſtruck a ſlave belong- 
ing to the high prieſt, and cut 
off his right ear. 

31 Jeſus ſaid to the mob that 
ſurrounded him Suffer me 
to go to the perſon that is 
wounded— He went, touch- 
ed and healed him. 


profound ſleep - over- po wer- 


The evangeliſt only uſes this as a m 
ofuſeneſs of his ſweat—not that 3 it was real blood, or BMA e was 


the 


the 


any Blood at all viſibly mingled with it. 
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52 After this Jeſus id to 


ile to repreſent to his reader 


Chap. xxii. 
the high prieſts, to the offi-] 
cers who guarded the tem- 
ple, and to the magiſtrates, 
who had now joined the mob 
who had ſeized him — Why 
did you come armed with 


clubs and ſwords to appre- 
hend me, like a thief, in this 
clandeſtine manner? 

53 You know that I was 
every day publickly inſtruct- 


et you laid no violent 
hands upon me But you will 
now be ſuffered to prevail, 
and to execute your infernal 
deſigns againſt my life. 
$=54 ThosE who appre- 
hended Jeſus dragged him 


followed the company at a 
diſtance, and went after them 
into the houſe, 

59 and the highprieſts ſer- 
vants lighting a fire in the 
hall, he fat down among 
them.os 67) 2: 

56 Here one of the ſervant | 
maids fixed her eyes upon 
him as he was warming him- | 


ſelf, and faid to thole/ who | 


werc pre ſent This man was 
one of the ee of Je- 
ſus. 

97 He declared in the 
coal ſolemn manner, that he 
did not fo much as perſon- 
ally know * 
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58 A little after, another 
perſon looking earneſtly at 


{on ſaid, Thou art: one of 


his diſciples —He peremptori- 
ly denied that he ever was. 
59 About an hour after, 


another ſaw him and aſſerted 


in the moſt poſitive terms, 


that he certainly was one of 
his followers—for he was un- 
doubtedly a Galilæan. 

ingthe people in the temple | 


60 Peter faid —— I never 


had any connections with him 
E nor do I know what you 
| mean — That moment the 
cock crowed. 


61 Jeſus turned and fixed 
his eyes upon Peter That 


look pierced him and inſtant- 


before the high prieſt—Peter| ly brought to his remembrance 


what Jeſus had lately told him 


That before the cock crow - 
ed, he ſhould have denied 


three times in the moſt ſo- 


lemn terms that he ever had 
known him. 1 19ty 


62 The thought ſtung 


him with remorſe and going 
out, he burſt into a a al 
bitter tears. 
$—63 In the mean time 
the perſons who ſtood about 


Jeſus offered him every in : 


ſult and indignity. + * 

64 They firſt hoodwinked — 
Hand then ſtruck him on the 
face, ſaying at the ſame time 
— O thou who art ſo emi- 


1 What we tranſlate, i in King 5 and Chronicles porters of the temple, ſhould 


have been rendered guard. of The temple, 


I here ſpeaks, 


Of 185 officers of t heſe the * 


nently 


the contumely, inſult and ri- 


ſee a ſtriking proof of my 
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nently - endowed with pro- | God ?— Jeſus ſaid, Moſt af- 


etic gifts, tell the pe 
. to ſtruck . 

65 With many other cru- 
elties of this nature they a- 
buſed him — branding him 
with the moſt odious names, 


S | ſuredly Jam. 

71 The aſſembly then ſaid 
— What occaſion have we for 
evidence againſt him — You 
have all heard the horrid blaſ- 
phemies he hath juſt uttered. 


and pouring upon him all} 


dicule, they could invent. 
$—66 VExry early in the 
morning, the high prieſts, the 
inferiour clergy, and the ma- 
tes met in council 
and Jeſus was ordered to be 
brought before them. 

67 The aſſembly then ſaid 
to him, Tell us explicitly — 
Art thou the Meſſiah Ee. 
fus replied—If I ſhould an- 
ſwer in the affirmative, you 
would not credit me. 

68 And if I ſhould exhi- 
bit before you the ſtrongeſt 
proofs and demonſtrations 
that I was that . perſonage, | 
you would neither be con- 
vinced *, nor acquit me. 

69 You will however ſoon 


dipnity—for y you ſhall ſee me, 
the fon of man, inveſted with 
the higheſt authority and 


power at the right hand of p 
God. a 


70 Upon this they all cla- 
maurer thou the ſon of | 


* In the original it is—4ſf and . denoting free debate, by which 


truth is inveſtigated and explored. 
1 Referring to the deſtruction of Jeruſalom—in which his power, would 


5 At 


| be diſplayed. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


HE whole aſſembly, 

being unanimouſly re- 

ſolved upon his condemna- 

tion, conducted him to Pilate | 
the procurator of Judza. 

2 Soon as they were ad- 

h they began to alledge 

many heavy crimes againſt 


him This perſon, they ſaid, 


hath been for a number of 
years ſeducing the province 
from their allegiance—uſing 


all his influence to prohibit 


the payment of tribute to the 
Emperor; and arrogantly ſtil- 
ing himſelf Meſſiah the King. 

2 Pilate then ſaid to him, 


Doſt thou aſſume the title of 


the ſovereign of ' the Jews ? 
— Jeſus anſwered in the at- 
firmative. 

4 Pilate after examining 
him, turned to the high 
rieſts and to the populace 
and ſaid I do not find this 
man guilty of any capital 
crime. 
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5 At this. declaration of 
the governor they raiſed loud 
and vehement clamours—— 
This impoſtor, they ſaid, 
hath been raiſing diſturban- 
ces in every part of Judza— 
haranguing the mob every 
where— and the tumults he 
firſt excited in Galilee have 
reached the capital and pro- 
duced univerſal confuſion in 
the nation. 1 

6 Upon the mention of 
Galilee, the procurator aſked, 
if the priſoner was a Gali- 
7 And when he under- 
ſtood that the ſcene of theſe 
public tranſactions had been 
chiefly laid in Herod's do- 
minions — he ordered him to 
be conducted to that mo- 
narch whom the preſent feſ- 
tival had brought to the city. 
8 Ar the ſight of Jeſus 
Herod was in raptures — He 
had been extremely defirous 
a long time to ſee one, of 
whom he had heard fo many 


. . 
amazing accounts He there- | 


fore now flattered himſelf that 
his curioſity would be grati- 
fied by ſeeing him perform 
ſome fignal and aſtoniſhing 
miracle. 7 
9 He therefore begged 
and importuned him with re- 
Peated and urgent ſolicitati- 
ons to favour him with the 
exhibition of his miraculous 


prieſts, the 
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ſwered nota wore. 

10 The high prieſts and 
Jewiſh clergy ſtood by all the 
time, with extreme virulence 
and inceſſant clamour charg- 
ing him with the moſt atroci- 
ous crimes—and vehemently 
urging his condemnation. 

11 Herod finding his 
hopes diſappointed, . looked 
upon him as an object of the 
vileſt contempt and himſelf 
and his officers joined in in- 
ſulting and treating him with 
the loweſt banter and deri- 
fon — After having been the 
{port of their inhumanity and 
cruelty they arrayed him in a 


ſent him back to Pilate. 


ſhip and harmony were re- 
ſtored between Pilate and He- 
rod —and all the former dif- 
ferences that had before ſub- 
ſiſted between them, were 
now compoſed by a mutual 
reconciliation. 5 
$—13 Wren Jeſus was 
ſent back without any ſen- 
tence being pronounced up- 
on him by Herod, the pro- 
curator convoked the high 
magiſtrates, and 

the people, 11 1 
14 and thus ſpoke—You 
have brought before me a 
perſon, as a diſturber of go- 
vernment, and I have taken 


power But to all theſe im- 


an examination of him before 
you 


robe of mock. royalty — and 
$—12 THAT day friend- 
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u all, but have found 
im guilty of none of thoſe 
crimes with which you have 

d him. 

Neither doth Herod 
whink., tho? he hath heard all 
that you have alledged a- 
gainſt him, that he hath done 
any thing that merits een 

niſnment. 
16 J will therefore ſentence 


kim to be whipped——and 


then releaſe him. 

5 17. For the procurator had 
eſtabliſhed a cuſtom of gratify- 
ing them every paſſover with 
the acquittal of any one priſon- 
er they ſhould defire— 
18 The whole aſſembly 
hearing this—with a loud and 


violent vociferation cried — | 
Drag him away, Drag him 


away! and oblige us with 


tte releaſe of Barabbas. 


19 This Barabbas was a 
notorious ruffian, who had 


been impriſoned for raiſing. 


an inſurrection in the city, 
and committing murder. 

20 Pilate defirous to ac- 
quit Jeſus made a ſecond ef. 


fort to appeaſe the enraged 
multitude. 


21 But his voice was drown- 
ed in one vehement and uni- 


verſal clamour, that repeated, 
Crucify him! Crucify him! 


22 He perſiſted to make 


a third attempt to Pe their 


= The words are repeated i in the Cambridge MS. 


Chap. xxiil. 
violent fury —endeavouring 
to convince them of their in- 
Juſtice—Whar capital crime, 
he aſked them, do-you charge 
him with — have examined 
him and found nothing in his 
conduct that deſerves death 
I will give orders for his 
being publickly whipped, _ 
dil mils him. 

23 At this they again pier- 
ced the air with their cries — 
and with more determined ve- 
hemence and fury than ever 
demanded his crucifixion — 
The violence of the popu- 
lace and the urgent ſolicitati- 
ons of the high prieſts at laſt 


prevailed upon the procurator 


to comply | 

24 Pilate then gave orders 
that he ſhould be executed 
according to their requeſt. 

25 At their united impor- 
tunity he releaſed out. of pri- 


| ſon one who had perpetrat- 
ed murder and cauſed a riot 


but ſurrendered up Jeſus 
to their implacable and woody 
reſentments. 

26 As they were dragging 
him to the place of eru- 
cifixion they ſeized one Si- 
mon a citizen of Cyrene, 
whom they happened to meet 
as he was coming to the city, 
—and compelled | him to take 
the croſs and carry it after 


him. 


Xs, 


— 
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58 27 THERE, followed 
kim to the place of execution 


a prodigious crowd of peo- 


ple —the women beating their 
breaſts and deploring his un- 
happy fate with the moſt 
piercing lamentations, 

28 To theſe he turned and 
thus ſpoke—Ye daughters of 


Jeruſalem ! let not my miſer- | 


able end provoke your tears, 
but let them flow. for the 
dreadful. deſtiny in which 


' yourſelves and your children 


will ſhortly be involved. 
29 For the time will 555 


come, when the diſtracted 
abuſe crying out Since he 


mother ſhall exclaim—Hap- 


„Happy is the barten wo- 
- - tinguiſhed favourite of hea- 


man! Thrice happy the bo- 


ſom that never felt maternal 
ſuch numbers from death, 


tenderneſs! _ 

30 Such dite miſery and 
horror. will then reign, that 
men ſhall paſſionately with 


the mountains and hills to 


overwhelm them, and to 
hide them from the dreadful 
ſpectacle. 

2 4 For if the green bough 
burns with ſuch violence, with 
what horrid fury will the dry 
tree blaze! 

.$— 32 Two malefactors 
were alſo conducted along 
with him to the place of cru- 
cifixion. 

33 Being arrived at Calva- 
ry, the place of execution, they 


"IM Referring to their eating human fleſh 1 in the liege. 
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criminals. . 

34 When Jeſus was ex- 
tended on the croſs he de- 
voutly uttered this petition to 


God—Merciful father! grant 


them thy forgiveneſs, for 
they know not what they do! 
— The . ſoldiers parted his 
cloaths and caſt lots for them. 

35 The common people 
ſtood ſpectators of this whole 
tranſaction among whom 
were alſo the principal mem- 


| bers of the Sanhedrim—who 


all united in offering him the 
moſt contemptuous inſult and 


is the great Meſſiah, the diſ- 
ven, let him who hath ſaved 


now ſave himſelf! 

36 The Roman guards wy 
ſo. conjoined in making him 
the object of their ſport and 
deriſion—advancing up to his 


croſs, and een him vine⸗ 


gar, 
37 and inſolently Ging to 
him Since thou art the great 
ſovereign of Judæa, let us 
ſee thee reſcue thyſelf” from 
thy 850 miſerꝛ. 
Over his head they ftr 
a” up this inſcription in 
Greek, Latin and Hebrew : 
Tris Is THE KING OF THE 


| Jews. 
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8239 Oxz of the crimi- 
* = from his croſs ca- 
tumniated him and ſaid — 
Since thou art the illuſtrious 
Meſſiah, why doſt not thou 
extricate both thyſelf and us 
from our preſent tortures 
40 But the other reproved 


him for his profane inſolence, 


and faid to him How canſt 
thou, who art in the ſame 
condemned and wretched cir- 
cumſtances, allow thyſelf to 


be guilty of ſuch impiety a- 


gainſt God! 

41 We indeed juſtly ſuffer 
that puniſnment which our 
crimes have merited. but 


this perſon hath been guilty | 


of no irregularity *. 
42 He then ſaid to Jeſus 
— Do remember me when 
thou arriveſt in thy happy 
future kingdom 

4.2 Jeſus ſaid to him — 
Wretched as I this day am, 
yet I can aſſure thee that 
thou ſhalt fhare with me the 


The Hiſtory JESU s 


| 


happineſs of a bleſſed im- 


mortality. 

4 Ar twelve Gelocl 
the whole land of Judza was 
. enveloped in univerſal dark- 
- neſs—which continued in all 
its horrors till three in the 
afternoon. FL 


— 


| Galilee to the city, 


i < 
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45 The ſun was a great 
blank in the midſt of heaven 
— the veil that ſeparated the 
ſanctuary and the holy of ho- 
lies was rent in two. - 

46 Jeſus then with a ſtrong 
and vehement voice cried our 
— O Father! into thy mer- 
ciful hands I will reſign — 
ſpirit Having uttered the 
words he expired. | 

47 When the Roman 55 
ficer ſaw the uncommon cir- 
cumſtance that attended his 
laſt moments ?, he was ſtruck 
with religious awe and reve- 
rence, and faid — Undoubt- 
| edly this was a good man! 

48 And all the people who 


| were pet ſeeing the a+ 


mazing homena witk 
which his death was attend- 
ed, in an ecſtaſy of aſtoniſh- 


ment and horror ſtruck their 


breaſts, and returned to cheir 
| reſpective homes. 
49 All his friends too, and 
the women who had attended 
him in his late journey from 
ood at 
ſome diſtance, and were ſpec- 
tators of thoſe wonderful e- 
VENTS, | 

so There was at har | 
time a member of the San- 
hedrim, — was Jo- 


o reh is Literally, out of the way. I ſignifies any thing abfurd — 
any thing incon/i/tent with a perſon's generaF character. 


p Meaning—his 2 85 80 out W. a loud voice the moment before he ex- 


feph 


pared. | 
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feph — a perſon of a virtuous 
and moſt amiable character. 
51 He was a native of Ari- 
mathea — one who lived in 
expectation of the ſpeedy e- 
ſtabliſhment of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom — and who had diſ- 
covered the greateſt averſion 
and abhorrence of the pro- 
cedures of the Jews in this 
whole tranſaction. 
52 This perſon came to 
Pilate, and begged he would 
give him the body of Jeſus. 
53 Having obtained his 
requeſt, he took down the 
corpſe — ſwathed it in fine 
linen, according to the Jew- 
ith cuſtom—and repoſited it 
in a tomb, which he had very 
lately hollowed for himſelf 
in the ſolid rock, and in which 
nobody had ever been inter- 
red. 
54 The next day was cal- 
led the Preparation — being 
the day that preceded the 
Jewiſh ſabbath. 
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3 
accompanied him from Ga- 
lilee, followed the body — 
ſaw him perform theſe pious 
offices, and remarked the 
tomb, and the manner in 
which the corpſe was depo- 
fired. 
56 After they had ſeen 
theſe funeral obſequies per- 
formed — they returned into 
the city, and purchaſed a 
great quantity of rich aro- 
matic ſpices, —_— to 
embalm him — bur deferred 
it till the ſabbath was paſt— 
which they kept der dee to 
the preſcription of the law. 


+ 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Oe rſt day of the 


week, ſoon as the 
morning dawned ?, the wo- 
men above-mentioned and 
ſome of their companions 
| . 

along with them haſted to 
the romb — carrying the a- 
romatic ſpices *, which they 


55 The women, who had 


© 
* 


had purchaſed. 
| 2 But 


4 4 This phraſe op0p©- Cabus often occurs in the Greek writers and 
there is a paſſage in Ariſtopbanes which greatly illuſtrates this, and ds; 


fines the time at which this viſit was 


paid ——Aaaa yuy f e Cabus. 


| BA. Nu Toy At” oe yay avirnact yur, 
Ng amo peowy VUrTHWY eures A G41, 


Aux £X0v745 


It follows 
Smnevd wp —rpiv npepeay e . Ariſtoph. Veſp 


43A Yao | 
. p. 436. Fab. 


| Eomge Cabeia is allo very late in the evening. The ſervants met them 


with lights returni 
Plutarch Emil. 48 


ng from the purſuit, it being, now scp Cabuas: 


r The ſame funeral honours were alſo paid to the remains of Sy//a b 


the ladies of Rome. © The ladies =_ faid ro have brought to his corpſe 
| | p | 


ſuch 
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2 But when they were ar- 
rived at the place they found 
the large ſtone that blocked 
up its entrance rolled away. 
3 Upon this they entered 
the monument, but were a- 
ſtoniſhed to find the body of 

Jeſus conveyed away. 
4 But while they were in 
the molt cruel perplexity, mu- 


tually expreſſing their amaze- | 


ment at ſuch an unexpected 
event — two celeſtial beings, 
in an human form, ſuddenly 
* preſented themſelves - clad 
in robes that darted the moſt 
dazzling ſplendor and efful- 
gence *. . 

5 At ſo ſudden and awful 
a ſpectacle they were chil- 
led - with - terror, -and ſunk 
proſtrate on the ground — 
The angels then ſaid to them, 


What hath induced you to 


ſeek for the living in theſe 
dreary receſſes where death 
and horror rcign ? 
6 The object of your en- 
uitted the manſions of the 
0 you not remember 


what he expreſsly told you al 


Galilee? : 


of Jesus Chap. xxiv. 


7 © That the ſon of man 
would by the vileſt perfidy 
be delivered into the hands 
of his bloody perſecutors — 
that he would be crucified, 
but on the third day would 
riſe from the grave.” ry 

8 They then recollected 
that they had heard him make 
uſe of theſe very expreſſions. 

9 They quitted the ſepul- 
chre immediately — and re- 
turning to the city reported 
all thele circumſtances to the 
eleven Apoſtles and others 
who were along with them. 

10 The perſons who' had 
viſited the ſepulchre, and now 
brought this relation to the 
apoſtles, were Mary Magda- 
lene, Joanna, Mary the mo- 
ther of James, and their at- 
tendants on this occaſion. _ 
11 But they paid them not 
the leaſt credit looking up- 
on the whole account as an 
abſurd and viſionary tale. 

12 Peter however got up, 
and ran with anxious and 
precipitate ſteps to the tomb 
— but when he ſtooped and 
looked into the monument, 


he ſaw only the linnen rollers 


ſuch a prodigious quantity of aromatic ſpices, o pO TY, that of the 
frankincenſe and cinnanien there, was formed a figure of Sy/la as large as 
life. This paſſage ſhews what theſe apwppare were, that they were dry _ 


| ſpices, and not ewe? as Grotius ſuppoſes. | 
„ Emecnoay ſhould have been rendered, ſuddenly appeared. Conſult 


II. K. 124. J. 201. Plut, Demet. p. 


ii. 9. Acts, xxiii. 27. See Note on Acts xxiii. 27. 
9. „ XXIII. 27 | ; | 
The original is very exprefiive—robes that ſhot lightening. 


1630. Edit. dv. Gr. Steph. Luke, 


lying 


Chap. xxiv. 


lying along — Being convin- 


ced that the body was gone, 


he went back towards the 


| City, loſt in aſhoniſhment and 


wonder at fo ſtrange an e- 
vent. 


$—13 AFTER this, on the 


fame day, as two of the diſ- 
ciples were going to Em- 
maus, a village ſixty furlongs 
diſtant from Jeruſalem, 


14 and converſing on the 


road on all the late en 
able events: 


15 While they were ea- 
che very perſon who was to 


gerly diſcuſſing the ſubject, 


and were now mutually en- 
gaged i in warm debate they 


were joined by Jeſus. 

16 But their faculties were 
ſo entirely ſuſpended and en- 
groſſed in the conference, that 
they did not narrowly obſerve 
and recogniſe his perſon. 
3 Jeſus ſaid to them — 


What is the ſubject that hath 


ſo warmly intereſted you on 
the road, and which appears 


to have funk you in fo much 


gloom and dejection? 
18 One of them whoſe 


name was Cleopas ſaid to 


him — Art thou the only fo- | 
panions went to the tomb, 


reigner in Jeruſalem, that are 


not acquainted with the ſig- 


nal events that have dnn 


happened? 


19 What events? he ſaid 


— The diſtinguiſhed tranſ- 
actions, they replied, of one 


by LUKE. 


| Jeſus, a native of Nazareth, 


- 


1 


lime and heavenly 
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a moſt illuſtrious: propher, 
who exhibited to the world 
the moſt amazing miracles, 
and delivered the moſt ſub- 
doctrines 
to all the people of Judza. 
20 Haft thou not heard 
how this eminent perſonage 
was by the high prieſts and 


| our Sanhedrim | publickly con- 


demned and crucified? 


21 We indeed flattered 


| ourſelves with the fond ſan- 


guine hope, that this was 


have procured | Iſrael com- 
plete deliverance and felicity 
— Know, however, that this 
is the third day fince his exe- 
cution. 


22 We Rs alſo een 
greatly alarmed by ſome wo- 


| men, who were our friends, 


who went very early to viſit 
the tomb; 

23 for on their return to 
us they reparted that the bo- 
dy was gone, and that they 
had ſeen an apparition of an- 
gels, who aſſured them that 
he was reſtored to life. 

24 Some too of our com- 


and found every circumſtance 
true which the woman had 
related They were convin- 
ced by ocular demonſtration 
that the body was not there. 
25 He then ſaid to them 


T9 —0 
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O how inattentive and in- 


conſiderate you are! How 
unwilling to believe all the 
moſt plain and expreſs pre- 
dictions of the prophets ! 

26 Was not the Meſſiah 
to ſubmit to all this ſeries 


of ſorrows, before he ſhould 


be inveſted with the illuſtri- 


+ ous dignity and honours of 


his glorious kingdom ? 
27 He then adduced and 


explained to them all the pro- 


phecies reſpecting himſelf in 
a regular order from Moſes 


down to the lateſt prophets. 


28 When they were got 
to the village, whither they 
intended at firſt to go, he 
ſeemed deſirous to have pro- 
ceeded farther: 

29 But they ſolicited him 
inthe moſt importunate terms 


to lodge with them that night, 


as the day was far dechned— 
They at laſt prevailed upon 


him, and he went along with- 


them, 


30 When he fat down with 


them to ＋ he took bread, 
and after offering up his de- 
vout acknowledgments to 


TY 
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God, he broke and diſtribut- 
ed it among them. 

31 This action at once 
drew their eyes and attention 


| upon him— They knew him 


— bur he * inſtantly quitted 
them. | x 
32 Then they turned in a- 
mazement to one another and 
ſaid What ſtupidity not to 
know his perſon before — for 
were not our hearts inflamed 
with ſacred ardor, while he 
was diſcourſing with us on the 
road and interpreting to us 
the holy ſcriptures! _ | 
33 They got up that mo- 
ment and went back to the 
city to impart the happy news 
to the reſt of the diſciples and 
their attendants—whom they 
found all afſembled together. 
24 But the moment they 
entered, the company in an 
ecſtaſy of joy cried out —— 
Jeſus is moſt certainly riſen ! 
Simon Peter hath ſeen him! 
35 Then they two recount- 
ed all the circumſtances that 
had occurred in the road to 
Emmaus, and how they were 
convinced of the identity of 


u Thus e227 © is uſed — and not that our Lord waniſhed, as if he 


Xepwre d“ ge apuyrOr 3 
H NA 1 *m1 MeHE,ů G. Ode xxxiii. 4, 5. 


had no real body. Avr O o” 6&5 uu apavr©r 6 C wysro yopay 3 
Into what country hath the herdſman id; i 
Anacreon ſays of the ſwallow. | 


Suddenly fled ® Theocrit. Eid. iv. 5. 


Oe uU aomrpu@ yen nat agarr@- aA 


Hapdars —— 11. 1. 5 303. OLD 


his 


Chap. xxiv. 
his perſon, when his peculiar 
manner before ſupper had fix- 
ed their attention to it. 

36 While they were relat- 
ing theſe circumſtances, and 
every one's attention was to- 
tally engroſſed by the account 
—— Jeſus came unperceived, 
and ſtanding in the midſt of 
them accoſted them with the 
uſual falutation—— May uni- 
verſal happineſs attend you! 

7 They were inſtantly 
ſeized with the laſt terrour 
and conſternation—for- they | 
believed they ſaw a ſpectre. | 
38 Jeſus then faid to them 
Why are ye thus intimi- 
dated? Why do ye ſuffer: 
ſuch frightful images to 
ſeize your minds and to fill 
you with ſuch perturbation 
and horror? SORE Fo 

39 View attentively my 
hands and my feet — Con- 
vince yourſelves of the iden- 
tity of my perſon—contemp- 
late and handle me A ſpec- 
tre hath not fleſh and bones *, 
as you have ocular and ſenſi- 
ble proof that I have. 

40 Having ſaid this he 
ſhowed to every one of them 
his hands and his feet—and 


bad them remark the ſcars | 


with which they were impreſ- 
rd | | 
41 But the belief of ſome 


— 


0 Lux . 
being till ſuſpended by an 
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excels of rapture and amaze- 
ment, to give them farther - 
proofs of the reality of his per- 
lon, he deſired they would 
give him ſome victuals. 

42 They brought to him 
part of a broiled fiſh and ſome 
honey comb. | | 

43 Then he took. and eat 
before all the company. 

44 He then ſaid to them 
II told you in the moſt ex- 
plicit manner in many for- 
mer converſations that all the 
predictions relating to myſelf 
in the law of Moſes, in the 
ſubſequent prophets, and in 
the pſalms, were to receive 
an exact accompliſnment. 

45 He then diſpelled the 
prejudices that before cloud- 


ed their minds — and mide 


them ſee the original intenti- 
on and deſign of the prophe- 
cies in the molt clear and per- 
ſpicuous light. | 
46 He concluded with ſay- 
ing— Theſe are the expreſs 
predictions of ſcripture the 
plain tenor of which 1s, That 
the Meſſiah was to ſuffer and 
die—that on the third day he 
was to riſe from the grave— 
47 — that repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins were to be 
proclaimed in 'his name, to 
every nation in the univerſe 
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— that the firſt preachers 
were to open their commiſ- 


- — "WF. 4 
1 
—— —— — — — kx — 


ſion in Jeruſalem and from 
this city, as a center, to dif- 
fuſe the joyful tidings of this 
diſpenſation to the extremities 
of the globe. 

48 And do you be the pub- 
lic witneſſes of theſe facts in 
NE. world, 

Be aſſured that you 
ſhal receive thoſe ſpiritual 
endowments which my hea- 
venly father hath promiſed to 
impart to you—Bur continue 


at Jeruſalem *til] you are in- 


veſted with theſe divine pow- 
ers. 
$—50 Hav given them 


theſe inſtructions, he led them 
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Chap. xxiv. 


out of the city as far as Beth- 
any—there he lifted up his 
bands and pronounced his 
bleſſing upon them: 

51 While he was engaged 
in this pious office — he was 
taken up from them, and 
conveyed to heaven. 

52 Struck with this amaz- 


ing ſpectacle they proſtrated 


themſelyes—and after paying 
him divine honours *, return- 
ed to Jeruſalem, elated with 
the moſt rapturous joy. 

53 And conſtantly every 
day they reſorted to the tem- 
ple—with the devouteſt fer- 
vour praiſing and celebrating 
God for all theſe great and 


diſtinguiſhed events. 


* Becauſe he was now conſtituted, by the  fopreme * the univerſa] 


governor of all ge: 


Tan ] 


HISTORY or JESUS 


B Tͤ Oo... 
1 | conquered and diſpelled that 
CHAP. I. | oo e in which it 
1 DEFORE the origin | was inveloped . 3 

of this world exiſted 6 To uſher this divine per- 
the LOGOS ho was then | ſonage into the world, and to 
with the Supreme God and | prepare men for his recepti- 
was himſelf a divine perſon. | on, God previouſly commiſ- 

2 He exiſted with the Su- ] ſioned and ſent John the Bap- 
preme Being, before the foun- | tift. ' | 
dation of the'earth was laid : 7 This prophet came to 
3 For this moſt eminent | give public notice that a glo- 
perſonage did the'Deity ſole- | rious light would ſhortly, ap- 
Iy employ in the formation of | pear—to excite all the Jews 
this world, and of every thing | to credit and receive this 
it contains. | great meſſenger of God. 

4 This exalted ſpirit aſl-| 8 John himſelf openly dif- 
ſumed human life and from | avowed all pretenſions to this 
his incarnation the moſt pure | exalted charater—declaring, 
and ſacred emanations of | that he was only appointed of 
light were derived to illumi- | God to give public informa- 
nate mankind : tion of this illuſtrious perſon- 

5 This light ſhot its beams | age. 152 . 
© Into a benighted world and] 9 That divine perſon was 


The Platoniſis, whoſe Philoſophy obtained among the Fexus at bis 
time, and particularly Philo, (| ooh of Reason as a Being inferior and 
ſubordinate to the Supreme God. The material World was made 
after the likeneſs of the /econd God, who is the Reasan of the ſupreme 
God, Os e-iv £x44s AOTOE. Philo apud Euſeb. Prep. vii. 13.” In 
his book of Huſsandiy, he alſo calls Reason God's fr born ſon, po- 
Toyor& v., p. 152.” | | | 2 
* Alluding to that pure and perfect Diſpenſation of Religion which 
he introduced among mankind. ch 
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the true light — which with 
its ſacred rays illuminates e- 
very rational being. 

10 This exalted Being 
formed the world—did after- 
wards make his public ap- 
pearance in it—bur it reject- 
ed him. 


11 He made his public | 


appearance among his own 
favourite nation the Jews — 
but his own favourite nation 
repulſed him. | 

12 But thoſe of the Gen- 
tiles, who embraced his doc- 
trines, and were firmly per- 


ſuaded of the truth and au- 
thority of his religion, he in- 


veſted with the diſtinguiſhed 
privilege of the ſons of God. 
13 This ſingular and ſa- 
. cred privilege theſe Heathen 
Countries did not derive from 
any lineal deſcent, from any 
eminent piety and virtue of 
their progenitors, or from a- 
ny efforts of human wiſdom 
and philoſophy — the benig- 
nity of God ſolely conferred it 
upon them. 4 
14 The LOGOS aſſumed 
human nature, and reſided a- 
mong us—communicating to 
ind the moſt ſacred and 
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heavenly truths and we 
were ſpectators of all the a- 
ſtoniſhing tranſactions of his 
life——by which he demon- 
ſtrated himſelf to us to be the 
diſtinguiſhed favourite of hea- 
ven *. 3 0 
85 — 15 Joann the Baptiſt 

gave the moſt explicit teſti- 
mony of his perſon and cha- 
racter, by making the follow- 
ing public proclamation — 
This, this is the very per- 
ſon I referred to, when I told 
you, That my ſucceſſor 
would be a perſon of greater 


dignity and eminence than 


myſelt. | 
16 * This is the perſon, 
from the immenſe plenitude 
of whoſe love and benignity 
it is that we have received 
a glorious and perfect diſpen- 
ſation to ſuperſede and vacate 
the former, 
17 © for the law was pro- 
mulgated by Moles — but a 
nobler ſcheme, replete with 
benignity and the moſt im- 
N truths, is now pub- 
iſhed by Jeſus the Mefſiah.. 
18 © None of the former 
law-givers had any perſonal 
intercourſes with the Deity- 


2 Only be otten means the object of one's fondeſt affeRtions : ſuch as 


an only child is. 


This term 1s applied to Chriſt, to ſhow: us, how ele- 


vated and diſtinguiſhed his ſtation was amongſt the orders of celeſtial 


ſpirits. | 


„ As this is a Prophecy, John ſpeaks here, as other Prophets do, of 


things Future as pre/ent. xa piy 
peniation infiead of the Jewiſo. 


ar νν,jEEOu means, the Chriſtian Diſ- 


but 


Chap. i. 


— but this moſt illuſtrious 
favourite of heaven hath been 
admitted into the boſom of 
the Father, and is enabled to 
communicate to mankind the 
cleareſt diſcoveries of his per- 
fections and counſels.” _ 
$—19 Tris alſo is another 
teſtimony that John the Bap- 
tiſt gave publickly to Jeſus, 
when the Sanhedrim deputed 
a number of prieſts and le- 
yites to interrogate him con- 
cerning his pretenſions, and 
to receive a categorical an- 
ſwer from him, who he was. 
20 The anſwer he gave to 
this ſolemn meſſage was not 
evalive—it was plain and ex- 


— — 778 really am not the 
eſſiah. | 


21 They then aſked him, 
Are you Elias? —He ſaid he 
was not—Are you any of the 
old prophets reſtored to life?? 
Ae replied, I am not. 
22 They ſaid to him—Sa- 
tisfy us then who you are— 
for we were publickly com- 
miſſioned to make theſe en- 
quiries of you, and muſt re- 
port your anſwer — What 1s 
the character you aſſume ? 
23 To this Johnanſwered in 
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„I am the voice of an her- 
ald making public proclama- 
tion in the ſolitude, O pre- 
pare for the ſpeedy advent of 
the Meſſiah ! — Make a ſoft 
and eaſy path tor his ſacred 


| ſteps. 


24 (The perſons who were 
ſent from Jeruſalem to pro- 
pole theſe queſtions were 
Phariſees) . NE EO 

25 What hath then induc- 
ed .you, they continued, to 
baptize in this public man- 
ner, if you are neither the 
Meſſiah, nor Elias, nor any 
other of the antient prophets? 

26 He replied -I admini- 
ſter only water © baptiſm —- 
But there is a perſon now a- 
mong you, who is appointed 
to be my ſucceſſor but with 
whoſe character you are not 
as yet acquainted— _ E 

27 he is poſſeſſed of infi - 
nitely ſuperiour eminence and 
dignity than I am—for whom 
I deem not myſelf worthy to 
fog and do the meaneſt of- 

ce. | «bo | 

28 The above tranſactions 
happened at © Bethabara, 
the great paſſage over Jor- 
dan, where John was then 


the words of the prophet Iſaiah | 


baptizing. 


e This is a proof that the Jews had now adopted the Platonic Philoſophy 
——— one doctrine of which was, the Ti ran/migration of Souls, here men- 


tioned. 


N 4 Meaning, that the Meffiatys would be of a different nature. See As 


ii, 3. 5 POE = oh 
© Bethabara ſignifies, the houſe of paſſage. 
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- $—29 Tux day after this 
John the Baptiſt deſcried Je- 
ſus at ſome diſtance as he was 
advancing towards him and 
inſtantly cried out, in rap- 
ture, to the ſurrounding 
multitude— Behold yonder 
is the amiable object of the 
divine love, who is appoint- 
ed to reform mankind! 
30.< This is the very per- 
fon I referred to when I told 
ou, That my ſucceſſor would 
be a perſonage of infinitely 
greater dignity and eminence 
than myſelf. 
31 „ did not know that 
this was the perſon, before I 
baptized him —T only knew 
myſelf to have a divine com- 
miſſion to adminiſter baptiſm, i 
in order that by this means 
is character might be pub- 
lickly known and diſcovered 
| by the Jews.” 
32 John gave this expreſs 


teſtimony of him — I ſaw | 


the ſpirit deſcend from the 
ſky with the rapidity of a 
dove, and light upon him. 
33 Before this, I did not 
know' that he was this great 
and. illuſtrious prophet — 
When I faw this circum- 
ſtance, I was immediately 
convinced of the identity of 
his perſon becauſe that Be- 

ing, from whom J. received 


my commiſſion to baptize, 
and converſation with Jeſus, 


ſuggeſted to my mind, That 
the man on whom I ſhould | 


8 
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ſee the ſpirit deſcend and reſt, 
was the very perſon, who 
ſhould baptize with the holy 
ſpirit. 

34 © This amazing phæ- 
nomenon I ſaw and I de- 
clare to you in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, That this per- 
ſon is the fon of Gd!“ 

$—35 Tux next day as 
John was ſtanding along 
with two of his diſciples, 

36 he diſcovered Jefus, at 


ſome diſtance, walking—and 


ſaid, Behold the amiable fa- 
vourite of heaven! 

37 His two diſciples, hear- 
ing theſe expreſſions, imme- 


| diately went after Jeſus. 


38 He turning, and ſee- 
ing them follow him, ſaid to 


|them, Wo, 


What induces you t 
follow me? — They aſke 
him, in the moft reſpectful 
manner, where he lodged. 

40 He faid to them, if you 
will attend me I will ſhow 
you —— They accompanied 
him, 1t being now about ten 
o'clock — and ſpent that day 
with him. 

41 One of theſe two who 
heard John utter theſe ex- 
preſſions, and whoſe curiofity 
was excited to follow Jeſus, 
was Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother. 

42 He, after this i interview 


inſtantly went to find his bro- 
: ther 
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ther Peter and the moment 
he met with him cried out, in 
the higheſt: tranſport — We 
have found the great Meſſiah! 

43 He then brought him 
directly to Jeſus The inſtant 
Peter came in, Jeſus fixed 
his eyes upon him, and ſaid 
— Lou are the ſon of Jonas 
— and your name is Simon 
— bur your ſurname ſhall be 
Peter s. 

$—44 Tur day following | 
Jeſus purpoſed to go into Ga- 
lilee—and happening to meet | 
with Philip, Eid to him, Fol- 
low me. 


45 Philip » was an inhabi- 


tant « of Bethſaida — the ſame | 
town in. which Andrew and | 
Peter lived. 

46 Philip meets with Na- 
thanael, and in an extaſy of 


joy cried out—We have cer- | 


tainly found that divine per- 
ſon whom Moſes and all the 
ſubſequent -prophets have ſo 
diſtinctly deſcribed - His 
name is Jeſus, the ſon of Jo- 
ſeph of Nazareth. 

47 ls it poſſible, replied | 
Nathanael, that any thing 
that is good can come from 
ſo obſcure and wicked a place 


5 2 Jon N. 
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Follow me, and converſe with 
him. 
48 As Nathaoael was ad- 
vancing towards him, Jeſus 
ſaid to thoſe who ſtood by 
 —Behold a true and genuine 
Iſraelite] a man who poſſeſſes 
an heart entirely free from all 
 infincerity ! 1 

49 Nathanael ſaid to him 
— How 1s it poſſible for you 
to know any thing of my real 
character? — Jelus replied, 
Before Philip ſpoke to you, 
I was a witneſs of your pri- 
vate tranſaction, when you 
was under the fig tree. | 

50 Upon this Nathanael 

in aſtoniſhment cried out, 
Divine inſtructor ! Thou art 


| the ſon of God ! Thou art 


the great Meſſiah and Law- 
giver of Iſrael! 

51 Jeſus ſaid to hin- A 
thou ack nowledge me to be 
the Meſſiah, becauſe I diſ- 
covered that I was conſcious 
of what thou didſt in ſilence 
and ſecrecy under the fig- 
tree? —Be aſſured that thy 
faith in me ſhall be confirm- 
ed by more ſtriking and il- 
 luſtrious proofs : 

52 For you ſhall, for the 


as Nazareth - — * ſaid, 


future, behold the moſt g- 


f Tho” he had never "TY him before, * ſaluted him, ;nomginecy, 


by his name and his father's name. 


Which ſignifies a Rock—prophetically referring to his laying the firſt 


| foundation of the Chriſtian church. 
h ne he had been praying. 


See Acts. 


nal 
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nal i tions of heaven 
in my favour — you fhall ſee 
the fky ſever, and the bleſ- 
ted angels deſcend to eſcort 


the ſon of man up to the ce 
keſtial regions 


C HAP. II. 


2 this there was a mar- 
7 celebrated in Cana of | 
Galilee—and the mother of 
Jeſus was one of the compa- 
nm 
2. Jeſus and the four diſci- 
| ples above-mentioned were 
allo invited to ene nuptial en- 
teftainment. | 


3 Their wine proving de- 


p ficient, his mother ſaid to 


hin—Son ! the wine 1s quite | 
exhauſted! 

4 Jeſus faid to her Mo- 
ther! it is not for youł to 
dictate to me when I am to 
exert my miraculous power 
— The time of my public 
miniſtry in this country IS not 
yet arrived. 

His mother calls the 
waiters, and ſays—Whatever 


" 1 Referring to his Aſcenfon. 


HREE days after 
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my ſon bids you do, be ſure 
you obey him. 

6 There were in the houſe 
fix ſtone water-veſſels, placed 
according to the Jewiſh rite 
of purification, which con- 
tained each about two or 
three firkins. 

7 Jeſus ſaid to the ſer- 
PEAR: ill theſe veſſels with 
water They filled them all 
up to the top. 

8 j eſus then ſaid Draw 
out ſome of the liquor, and 


carry it to the governour of 
the feaſt. 1 


9 When the maſter of the 
ceremonies taſted the water, 


now converted into moſt ex- 


cellent wine—he was aſtoniſh- 
ed — he could not imagine 
how they obtained it — The 
ſervantsonly, who had brought 
kim the liquor knew this —- 
He inſtantly calls the bride- 
groom to him, 


cuſtomary at an entertain- 
ment to bring out the beſt 
wine frft—and when the taſte 


with drinking it is uſual to 


- ® The phrafe 27 hel xa: For ought rather to have been tranſlated, 
What have you to do with me. Thus Anacreon : : | 


; 


Mebes ww ps, oport den, 


Oude 851 001 T6 n{hots Ode 24. 3 56. 
Corroding cares! let me be free: 


What have you to do with me. 


2 


10 and ſays—It is always 


of the company is blunted 


— 


bring 
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| them wine of an inferi- 

our fort—You have, it ſeems, 
reverſed this cuſtom for you 
have reſerved your beſt wine 


to the laft. 
11 This miracle, which. 
Jeſus now performed in Cana, 


was the firſt that he publick- | 
ly wrought —— Here it was 
that he firſt openly diſplayed 
that tranſcendent power with 
which he was endowed—by 
which his four diſciples were 
convinced that he was the | 
Meſſiah. | 
12 AFTER this he went 
down to Capernaum, accom- 
panied with his mother, his 
brothers, and his diſciples 
— bur ſpent only a few days 
in that town, 
13 For the Jewiſh paſſover 
was near, and he went up to 
Jeruſalem to celebrate that 
ſolemn feſtival. 
14 Upon his entering the 


le he found great num- | 


pow of men induſtriouſly em- 
ployed in ſelling oxen, ſheep 
and doves for the ſacrifice, 
and the bankers- firti 5 
their offices, and engaged 
giving Jewiſh. coin in ex-| 
change for foreign. 

15 When he faw this buſy 
ſcene, he made a ſcourge — 
and with an authority, which 


none could reſiſt, expelled ] 


by Jonn. 


end 


hath devoured thee.” 


of your bein 
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out of the temple all the ſel- 
lers, and the oxen and ſheep 


they expoſed to fale, over- 
turned the tables of the 


| bankers, and ſcattered their 


money upon the pavement: 
16 Saying to thoſe who 


fold doves, Take away theſe - 


ſtands inſtantly out of the 
temple, and convert not my 
father's houſe into a conveni- 
place for you to tranſact - 
ſuch ſordid and mercenary 
commerce. | 

17 Theſe tranſactions 
brought to- the diſciples re- 
membrance the following ap- 
polite paſſage of ſcripture 
5: The: flame of thy zeal for 
the honour of the temple 


18 After this the Jews 
came about” him and faid — 
What proof do you produce 
authorized to 
act in this public manner? 
19 Jeſus replied Demo- 
liſh-this temple—and in three 
days time I will erect it in 
all its former perfection and 


glory. 


20 The Jews ane 
This temple was the labour 
os ſix and forty-years — and 
art thou able to rear ſuch a 


vaſt and ſtately NONE = 


three days! 


J Becauſe it appears that he had before wrought private miracles, by 


his mother * che waiters obey him, 


21 Jeſus 
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21 Jeſus only meant the 
temple of his body. 
22 This incident of his 
life the diſciples recollected 
after his reſurrection and it 
ſerved to-eſtabliſh their — 
in thoſe prophecies which pre- 
dicted his death, and to con- 
firm the truth of thoſe diſ- 
courſes, in which he had 


foretold his crucifixion and | 
ly ſtole to Jeſus in the filence 


ee r 40 life: 

During this feſtival, 
ries he celebrated in Jeru- 
ſalem, many were convinced 
that he was the Meſſiah by 
the amazing miracles, which 
| n ſaw him perform. 

24. Jeſus however did not 
repoſe any ſanguine confi- 
dence in their fidelity to 
him for he perfectly 
knew the principles and dif- 
Politions, by which all men 
were actuated. - . 

25 Nor had he . 
4or any man to attelt | the 


3 
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character of another for he 


| infallibly knew by what in- 


ternal ſprings. and motives 
every perſon Was governed. 


CHAP. III. 


HERE was a . 
ſee called Nicode- 


mus, a member of the San- 


hedrim. 
2 This gentleman private- 


of the night to have an. inter- 
view with him—and thus ac- 
coſted him—Llluſtrious teach- 
er! we conclude that you are 
inveſted with a divine com- 


| miſſion to inſtruct mankind, 


from the ſtupendous miracles 
you perform ſuch as It 1s 
impoſſible for any perſon to 
exhibit, if not delegated and 
auhprized by the Deity: ...- 

3 Jeſus ſaid to him—Let 
me ſolemnly aſſure you that 
if any man's notions be not 
rectified 955 and he be born 


'm Becauſe, he knew that the great and leading men would prevail 


with them to abjure his cauſe, and renounce their attachment to him. 
It appears from Fo/ephus, as well as the New Tefament; that the Popy- 
lace was entirely at the devotion of the Phari Yr > TogzuTu.. S's £y ot 
Toy [TX oy Tips TY mand, &s 1! 4 7 ace Tl AEYOlTee, x & t 
Nat apy ters, wives miceu: They had ſuch prodigious influence 
on the IG that whatever they ſpoke even againſt an Emperor or 
_ Highprieſt was inſtantly credited by them.” Tof. Ant. Lib. 13. C. 19. 

. Hud/. This paſſage excellently” explains, what would be other- 
Is abſolutely unaccountable, that the /ame people were capable of cry- 


ing He/anna ! and crucify ! almoſt with the ſame breath. 
n Nicodemus is a Greek proper name, and occurs in Platarch's Life of 


| Pelopidas. Neceſſary indeed for that poor wretch Nicodemus.” Edit. Steph. 


8vo. 
| © The 2 defign of Nicodemus? viſit to our Lord was to ſound him about. 
deaths a ſecular kingdom. Jeſus knew his deſign — and expoſed the 


_ and 8 of his expectation of temporal g er 
| from 


* 
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from above e, he will not em- 
brace the goſpel. 0 

4 To this Nicodemus re- 
plied How is it poſſible for 
a man advanced in years to 
receive a ſecond birth? 

5 Jeſus anſwered — ſuffer 
me in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner to declare, If any one is 
not morally regenerated, and 
is not what the waſhing with 
water figuratively imports, 
he will not be diſpoſed to 
embrace the goſpel. g 

6 There is a literal, and 
there is a figurative, birth. 

7 You need not expreſs 
ſurpriſe at my aſſerting that 
the notions of you Jews muſt 
be rectified, and yourſelves be 
born from above. | 

8 As the wind blows in all 
directions from every point 
and tho? the ſound of it 
ſtrike the ear, yet none can 
tell from what repoſitory it 
comes, or what regions it vi- 
ſits, after it hath paſſed him ſo 


imperceptible and extenlive; 


| ſhall be the progreſs of the 


goſpel, and converts to it be 
collected in every chmate. 
9 Nicodemus anſwered — 
How is it poſſible that theſe 
events ſhould ever happen! 

10 Jeſus replied — Can fo 
learned and celebrated a Rab- 


bi be ignorant of theſe truths ! 


11 IT can folemnly aſſure 

you that I ſpeak from cer- 
tain knowledge, and atteſt 
only facts, for the veracity of 
of which I have had the moſt 
undoubted evidence—and yet 
you are not diſpoſed to credit 
my teſtimony, 
12 f tell you theſe plain 
and ſimple truths and you 
will not credit them how 
could you reliſn and embrace 
more ſublime and myſterious 
diſcoveries | | 

13 None of the former 
prophets was ever admitted 
into the ſeats of celeſtial joy 
in order to atteſt to men the 
reality and happineſs of this 
ſtate - the ſon of man, who is 


P Avel);y never ſignifies again, but always above. Arcen x ν. 


a deſcent from above. 
the ſhip. id. Themis. p. 214. 
| ing 

ing 


Plut. Numa. 
Qcs nde £pTerewv Twy avoler, that no- 
might fall from above. id. Pericl. p. 303- KariSov a, look- 
rom above. id. Marctl. p. 561. An aſp was brought among ſome 


122. Arbe Tus yew; from above 


figs, which was covered over with leaves, ae £71 xanuovuay. id. 
Anton. 1747. Obſerve alſo the oppoſition in the following Paſſage. $97. 
NAG, Ta ve watwliy nÞn, Ta ds avwber. Many lights, ſome from 
below, ſome from abcve. Plutarch Aratus, p. 1895. Ed. Gr. Steph. 8vo, 
Every good gift deſcends from above, xaTaCaivoy avwliy. James 1. 17. 
The wiſdom that cometh from above, ae rarpyouern, Ch. iii. 15. 

2 The words gapF and ayevp arc often uſed to ſignify the Iiteral and 


figurative ſenſe. See Chap. vi. 63. | 
Vor. I. | U deſcended 


290 


deſcended on earth, was the 


only perſon that ever reſided. 


in thoſe bleſſed abodes. 
14 But as Moſes fixed the 
brazen ſerpent on a pole in 
the wilderneſs — in the ſame 
manner will the fon of man 
be elevated”, 
15 in order that all thoſe 
_ whoembrace his religion may 
not 1ncur everlaſting deſtruc- 


tion but obtain a bleſſed 


immortality; 


16 for the fopreme God 


was affected with ſuch im- 
menſe compaſſion and love 
for the human race, that he 
deputed his ſon from heaven 
to inſtruct them in order 
that every one who embraces 
and obeys his religion might 
not finally periſh, but ſecure 
everlaſting happineſs. 

17 For the benevolent fa- 
ther of the univerſe did not 
ſend his ſon to condemn and 
puniſh mankind, but to reſ- 
cue and fave them from miſe- 
ry and ruin. 

18 He, who is bwin 
of the truth of his religion 
by its evidences, ſhall not 
be finally condemned = 
but he, who rejects theſe 
proofs, 1s already condemn- 
ed — becauſe he wilfully re- 
fuſes his aſſent to the eviden- 


ces of a perſon's miſſion, 


whom God hath inveſted with 


r Alluding to his Cracifixion. | 
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the -greateſt authority and 


o wer. 
19 And what will expoſe 
ſuch to this future condem- 
nation is, that God hath been 
pleaſed to diffuſe among men 
a light ſo tranſcendently glo- 
rious and divine, but their 
judgments, wilfully deprav- 
ed, preferred gloomy dark- 
neſs to its chearing and ſacred 
beams. 
20 For he that 1s nen 
to his vices abhors the light 
of truth and virtue, and 
dreads to approach it, leſt the 
deformity of his conduct 
ſhould be publickly expoſed: 
21 But he who hath a ſa- 
cred regard for moral good- 
neſs and truth advances to 
the light with conſcious bold- 
neis—that his actions, in the 
moſt conſpicuous manner, 
may appear to have proceed- 
ed from religious principles. 
$—22 AFTER this inter- 
view with Nicodemus Jeſus 
and his diſciples retired into 


the remote parts of Judæa 


where he continued for ſomie 
time and baptized. 
23 John too at the ſame 
time was baptizing at a place 
called Enon near Salim, 
where there was plenty of 
water — Hither great num- 
bers reſorted and were bap- | 
tized by him. 


24 For 


Chap. 111. 


24 For the events hither- | 
to related of Jeſus happened | m 


before John's impriſonment 
by Herod. | 

25 There roſe about this 
time a warm debate between 
the Jews and John's diſciples 
concerning the efficacy of 
their maſter's baptiſm for the 
purpoſes of purification. 

26 The diſciples of John 
therefore came to him and 
laid —— Sir ! the perſon you 
baptized on the other fide of 
Jordan, and to the divinity 
of whoſe character you gave 
ſo ſignal a teſtimony, is now 
baptizing and prodigious 
crowds from all parts are 
flocking to him. 

27 John replied «A 
man cannot act above that 
particular commiſſion and of- 
fice, which have been aſſign- 
ed him by heaven. 

28 © You are witneſſes, 
that I aſſerted in the moſt ex- 
preis terms that I was not 
the Mefſiah — but was only 
{ent on purpoſe to uſher and 
introduce him into the world, 
and to give public notice of 

his coming. 

29 As the bridegroom” 8 
friend ſincerely rejoices to hear 
him expreſs his felicity, and 
moſt cordially ſympathizes 
with him in his conſcious hap- 
pineſs ſo the report of Jeſus? 

increaſing fame fills my breaſt 
with the higheſt tranſports: 
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30 For my fame will di- 
miniſh, his be augmented. 
31 He who deſcended 
on carth from the celeſtial re- 
gions hath a dignity infinite - 
ly ſuperiour to all others — 
mine original is purely terreſ- 
trial, and my knowlege is 
ſolely confined to terreſtrial 


things—out that divine per- 


ſon who left the regions of im- 


mortality is a molt lacred and 
illuſtrious character. 

32 ©* But tho' this exalted 
perſonage freely publiſhes 
and folemnly atteſts thoſe 
heavenly doctrines, which he 
hath received from the moſt 
intimate and endearing con- 
verle with the Supreme Fa- 
ther in the manſions of eter- 
nal happineſs—yet the gene- 
rality of men reject his teſti- 
mony. 

33 © But every one, 5 
hath admitted his ſacred and 
infallible teftimony, ſets his 
ſeal to God's veracity in amp- 
ly fulfilling his predictions. 

326 For this illuſtrious 
meſſenger, whom God hath 
now delegated on this impor- 
tant errand, is' commiſſioned 


to reveal to mankind the gra- 


cious deſigns and counſels of 
God— for God doth not en- 
dow him with ſpiritual gifts 
and powers in a partial and 

limited manner. 
35 The ſupreme Father 
loveth his ſon and hath in- 
U 2 veſted 
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veſted him with full authori- 


ty and univerſal dominion. 
36 © He therefore that 
embraces and obeys his doc- 
trines will ſecure eternal life 
but on him who wilfully 
diſobeys and rejects them, the 
wrath of the Almighty ſhall 
be inflicted, and his life ſhall 
be extinguiſhed to all eterni- 
W TM 
CHAP. IV. 


1 * Jeſus under- 


ſtood that the Pha- 
riſees had received informa- 
tion of his collecting and bap- 


tizing greater numbers of diſ- 


ciples than John, 


2 — tho it was not Jeſus 
that baptized but his diſ- 


| ciples— 


3 to avoid their reſentment, 
he quitted Judza, deſigning 
to retire into Galilee. | 

4 The road he was to tra- 
vel lay through Samara. 

5 In his journey therefore 
he arrives at a town belong- 
ing to the Samaritans, called 
Sichar — contiguous to that 
eſtate, which the patriarch 
Jacob bequeathed as an inhe- 


ritance to his ſon Joſeph. 


6 Near this town was Ja- 
cob's well — Jeſus arriving 
here about ſix o'clock in the 


evening ſat down on the fide 
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of the well, faint and fatigued 
with travelling. 

7 But as he was here re- 
poling his wearied limbs, a 
Samaritan woman came to 
draw water — Jeſus begged 
ſhe would let him drink. 

8 — for his diſciples were 
gone into the town to buy 
proviſions - 

9 The woman replied — 
I am aſtoniſhed how You, 
who are a Jew, can aſk wa- 
ter of a Samaritan — for the 
Jews have not the leaſt friend- 
ly intercourſe with the Sama- 
ritans. | 

10 Jeſus ſaid to her — If 
you knew the illuſtrious gift 
of God to mankind, and the 
dignity of that perſon who 
ſolicits this ſmall fayour from 
you, inſtead of his requeſting, 
you would have importuned 
him to confer ſome rich bleſ- 
ſing upon you, and he would 
have freely refreſhed you 
with water from the moſt 
pure and perennial ſpring. | 

11 Sir! ſhecontinued, How 
is it poſſible you could give 
me the water you boaſt—as 
you have no bucket, and the 
well is immenſely deep 

12 Are you a perſon of 


greater eminence than our 


illuſtrious anceſtor Jacob, 


who dug this well to ſupply 


Thus Socrates calls himſelf the Gift of God to the Athenians, Ty Tx 
© Sow u. Plato, Apologs Socrat. p. 93. Foſter, Oxon. 175 2. 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, his family, and his 
flocks with water | 

13 ,cſfus anſwered— The 
water of this fountain can 
only allay a momentary thirſt, 
which is ſure to return, and 
rage with the ſame violence 
as before : 

14 But he, that is refreſh- 

ed with that cooling and ſa- 
lutary water that I impart, 
ſhall never feel the unea- 
ſy ſenſations of thirſt any 
more for ever — but the wa- 
ter he receives from mine 
hand ſhall prove in him an 
indefectible ſource of a pure 
and tranſparent ſtream, that 
will flow through all the ages 
of eternity. 

15 The woman replied — 
Do, Sir! then give me ſome 
of this excellent water which 
you ſay is ſuch a ſovereign 
remedy to expel thirft, that 
I may not for the future have 
the trouble of coming to this 
fountain any more. 

16 Jeſus then ſaid to her 
Oo into the town, and bid 
your huſband come hither. 
17 I have no huſband, ſhe 
replied — You ſay very true, 
ſaid Jeſus that you have no 
huſband : 

18 You have. had indeed 
five — but the perſon with 
whom you now cohabit 1s not 
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your huſband as you very 
juſtly declare, 

19 The woman in amaze- 
ment cried — Sir ! this con- 
vinces me that you are a pro- 
phet 
20 As I am therefore now 
perſuaded that you are inveſt- 
ed with a prophetic charac- 
ter, be pleaſed to ſolve the 
difficulty I propoſe Our pi- 
ous anceſtors paid their reli- 
gious adorations on this very 
mountain—You Jews, on the 
contrary, aſſert that Jeruſa- 
lem is the place, in which 
the Deity hath appointed that 
* worſhip ſhall be celebrat- 
ed. 
21 Jeſus ſaid to her—You 
may depend on the truth of 
what I now ſolemnly declare 
— The time will ſoon arrive 
when all religious worſhip 
that is offered both in Jeruſa- 
lem and on this mountain, 
ſhall be fatally interrupted 
and ceaſe *. 

22 You pay yourreligious 
homage to the creature of 
your wild and abſurd imagi- 
nation—we Jews are not miſ- 
taken in the object of our 
worſhip—to the Jews was re- 
vealed, and the Jews now 
worſhip, the one only ſupreme 
Y | 

23 But a new diſpenſation 


t Referring to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 


U 3 


will 
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will be eſtabliſhed which is | ed him the reaſon of his con- 


indeed already commenced —| verſing with her. 
under which the only true and 28 But the woman the 
acceptable worſhippers of the | moment ſhe heard the above 
Deity will-be thoſe who wor- | mentioned declaration, left 
ſhip him with genuine purity | her pitcher, and run with the 
and integrity of mind—For | utmoſt precipitation into the 
theſe are indiſpenſable quali- | town — ſaying to every one 
ties which the Deity ſolely v | ſhe met, 1 8 0 
gards in his votaries n. | 29 Come! ſee a man, who 
24 God is a pure and per- | hath told me all the mait ſe- 
fect mind —and thoſe, who | cret incidents of my paſt life | 
offer him their religious ho- He can be no other than 
mage, ought to addreſs him | the Meſſiah, 
with virtuous fncerity and | 30 They all flocked, ac- 
rectitude of heart. | cordingly, out of the town, 
25 J know, reſumed the] and haſted to ſee this remark- 


woman, when the great Meſ- able perſon. 
fiah comes, he will ſolve all] 31 During this tranſaction 
our difficulties, - the diſciples begged he would 
- 26 Jeſus ſaid to her — the | partake of that refreſhment 
perſon, with whom you have | they had juſt purchaſed. 

been converſing, is the Meſ-| 32 To theſe entreaties he 
ah. | E anſwered — I am furniſhed: 
27 Here the diſciples came | with refreſhment, to which 
up and were amazed to find | you are ſtrangers  - 

him engaged in conference] 33 The diſciples hearing 
with a Samaritan woman — | this, ſaid one to another —— 
None of them however aſk-! Hath any perſon brought 


— 


The only acceptable manner of worſhipping the Deity is to be like 
him in the temper and diſpoſition of the mind. Hierecles. *' Pythogoras 
conceived of the firſt ſupreme Cauſe, not as a Being liable to paſſions 
and affections, but as a pure, inviſible, conſcious Intelligence. Numa too 
prohibited the Romans from repreſenting the Divinity under auy human 
Jhape, or in the figure of any animal. In conſequence of which ftrict 
prohibition the it Romans had not in their temples, for 170 years, 
either picture or ſtatue to repreſent the Deity. They erected, indeed, 
during this period, ſeveral temples and fanes, but they were wholly 
deſtitute cf any external exhibitions of the Supreme. It heing ac- 
counted the higheſt irreverence to aſſimilate the Greateſt and Beſt to 
the vileſt and worſt: ſince the Deity can he apprehended no otherwiſe 
than hy the mind.“ Platarch Numa, p. 119, Ait. Gr. Steph. 8 vo. 


kim 


Chap. iv. 


him proviſions, 
have been abſent ? 

34 Jeſus ſaid. ro them 
Mine only refreſhment and 
| happineſs is, to obey the will, 
and accompliſh the deſigns 
of him who ſent me. 

33 There are you know four 
months yer to the harveſt — 
But look over yonder ” fields— 
What a glorious harveſt they 
contain! D already ripe, and 
fit to be gathered in! — 

36 And he who is induſ- 
triouſly employed in reaping 
and collecting this invaluable 
harveſt into the repoſitory of 
eternal life, ſhall be abuadant- 
ly recompenſed for his faith- 
ful and diligent Jabours — 
and both the ſower and reaper 
ſhall mutually ſhare the moit 
exalted joys. 

37 But the preſent occaſion 
verifies the old adage—** One 


Jows the feed, but another a 


reaps the harveſt.” 

38 For I ſend you to reap 
a rich and plentiful crop, 
whoſe culture never coſt you 
any labour—Your * predeceſ- 
ſors with great fatigue pre- 
pared the foil — but you will 
reap all the advantages of 
their afiduous pains, 

39 Great numbers accord- 


ingly of the inhabitants of that 
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9 
town believed him to be the 
Meſſiah — convinced by the 
teſtimony of the woman, who 
declared that he had recount- 
ed to her all the principal cir- 
cumſtances of her paſt life. 

40 The Samaritans, there- 
fore, begged he would fix his 
reſidence among them But 
he ſtayed only in the town 
two days. 

41 During which time 
much greater numbers were 
convinced by his diſcourſes 
that he was the Meſſiah. 

42 And they ſaid to the 
woman - We are not induced 
ſolely by your ſolemn decla- 
rations to credit his preten- 


ſions — but we have heard 


his divine doctrines, and are 
upon the beſt evidence per- 
ſuaded that this moſt illuſ- 
trious perſon is the real Meſ- 
ſiah and Saviour of the world. 
$—43 AFTER theſe two days 
were elapſed, he left the town 
and travelled into Galilee. 
44 Bur did not chooſe to 
take Nazareth in his road— 
for it was a maxim with him, 
That no public inſtructor 
meets with reſpect in his own 
country. 

45 Upon his arrival in Ga- 
lilee, the men of that country 


cordially received him, and | 


5, 0 Which were then covered with Samar tans, locking to ſee and con- | 


verſe with him. 
* John the Baptiſt, and himſelf, 


U 4 


Were 
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were convinced of his pro- 


ately been ſpectators of the 
miracles he had 
Jeruſalem at the paſchal ſo- 
lemnity. | 

46 Jeſus meeting with this 
kind and candid reception, 
went again to Cana, where 
he had converted the water 
into wine — While he was in 


this town a nobleman, whoſe 


ſon was dangerouſly ſick at 


Capernaum, 


47 being informed that 


Jeſus had removed from Ju- 
dæa into Galilee, travelled 
to Cana — and waiting upon 
him requeſted him to go 
down with him, and mira- 
culouſly heal his ſon, of whoſe 


recovery there were now no 


hopes. 


ede faid to him if 


I do not exhibit before you 
amazing miracles and prodi- 
gles, you will not credit my 
pretenſions. 1 3 

49 The nobleman anxi- 
ouſly repeated his requeſt, 
begging he would haſten, 
before his dear child de- 
parted. 

50 Jeſus ſaid to him — 
Return home — Your child 
is in perfect health The gen- 
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tleman believed the words of 
= Oy character — having 
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Jeſus, and left him chearful 
and ſatisfied. | 

51 On his return he was 
met by his ſervants — who 
aſſured him that his ſon was 
perfectly recovered. 

52 The nobleman aſked 
them, at what hour they had 
obſerved him to grow better? 
— Yeſterday, they replied, 
about ſeven o'clock every 
feverſh ſymptom inſtantly 
vaniſhed, and he was rein- 
ſtated in perfect health in a 
moment. ä 

53 The nobleman then 
knew, that it was that very 
hour that Jeſus had pronoun- 
ced the words, and aſſured 
him of his recovery—By this 


ſignal miracle he and his 


whole family were convinced 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah. 
54 This was the ſecond 
miracle that Jeſus performed 
in Galilee after his removal 
out of Judza. 5 

I HE Paſſover of the 


Jews now approach- 
ing Jeſus went up to Jeru- 


ſalem. 


2 There 18 in the city, at 
the Sheep-gate, a public * 


Y KeavuCnboa fignifies a bath. KaTcveiro maps. Tv weyanrn xo- 
une nb p. Plutarch. Alex. p. 1295. Edit. Gr. H. Steph. Av7s 715 
Els xoAvpCnlpar winpav euneoy, aire Tis ig 70 peryisov Weray@ 
Should any one fall into a little Sah, or into the midft of an 
© Fair. Maſſey... 

bath, 


Leo. 


immenſe ocean. Plato Repub. Lib. v. 332. Vol. I. 
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bath, called in Hebrew Be- 
theſda, or the houſe of mercy, 
embelliſhed with five Piazzas. 
3 In theſe Piazzas lay a 
reat number of unhappy 
objects, blind, lame, or thoſe 
who had withered limbs — 
anxiouſly waiting the ſenſible 
and preternatural een 
of the water: 
4 For an Angel, at that 
particular ſolemnĩty, deſcend- 
ed into the bath, and viſibly 
put the water into a violent 
agitation The very firſt that 
went into the bath, after this 
commotion of the water, was 
perfectly cured of any diſtem- 
per he laboured under, how 
inveterate and obſtinate ſo- 
ever. 


5 There was now lying in 


the porticoes of this bath a 
miſerable ' object, who had 
been in a wretched: condition 
_ and thirty years. 

6 Jeſus fixing his eyes up- 
on this wretched creature, 
and knowing that he had 
been a long time afflicted, 
aſked him, If he was deſirous 


to be cured of his diſtemper. | 


7 The unhappy wretch re- 
plied—1 have no friendly 
hand, Sir! to help me into 
the bath, after its waters are 
put into motion—but all my 
endeavours to obtain relief 
from the ſalutary qualities 
then imparted to it are always 
ſure to be rendered ineffectu- 
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al by ſome one or other get⸗ 
ting in before me. 

8 Jeſus ſaid to him Riſe 
take up thy bed and walk 
home. 

9 The words were no 
ſooner pronounced, but the 
man was inſtantaneouſly re- 
ſtored to perfect health—He 
got up in perfect vigour — 
chrew his bed on his ſhoulder, 
and walked out of the bath 


— This miraculous cure was 


performed on the ſabbath. 
10 The, Jews, therefore, 
ſeeing the man walking along 
in this manner, 1n great indig- 
nation rebuked him, ſaying 
Do not you know it is 
the ſabbath day? How can 
you profane its ſacred reſt by 
rrying ſuch a burden! 

11 He anſwered The 
perſon, who miraculouſly re- 
moved my diſorder, bad me 
take up my bed, and walk 
home. 

12 They aſked him, Who 
it was that had preſumed to 
make him violate the ſabbath 
in this flagrant manner. 

12 The man knew not, 
who it was, from whom he had 
received his cure — for there 
being a great crowd in the 
place at the time that Jeſus 
had performed this miracle, 
he conveyed himſelf private- 


ly and imperceptibly away. 


14 Some time after this 


Jeſus happened to meet with 


this 
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this man in the temple, and | 
faid to him—Thou art now 
reinſtated in thy former health 

and eaſe — be cautious, for 
the future, of relapſing into 
any wiltul ſins, leſt a more 
dreadful calamity be inflicted 
upon thee, 

15 The man tranſported 
with gratitude for the bleſ- 
{ing he had received, went 
to the Jews, and in a flood 
of joy told them — That the 
name of his benefactor, to 
whom he was indebted for 
his miraculous cure, was Je- 
1 

16 This information vio- 
lently inflamed their reſent- 
ments. againſt Jeſus — and 
they immediately formed a 
reſolution to murder him, for 
his preſuming to violate the 
duties of the ſabbath in this 
egregious manner. 

17 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
My father from the creation 
of the world hath inceſſantly 
worked every day in ſupport- 
ing the frame of nature by 
his providence — and it is in 
Imitation of him that I work, 

and perform benevolent ac- 
tions every day indiſcrimi- 
nately. 

18 This greatly exaſperat- | 
ed the Jews, and inſtigated 
them to concert meaſures 
how to ſhed his blood—be- 
cauſe he not only infringed 
the ſacred duties of the fab- : 


bath, but had the impious | 


arrogance to call the Supreme 
Being his father, and to place 
himſelf upon a level with the 
Deity. 

19 Jeſus aid to eee 
moſt ſolemnly aſſure you, 
That the ſon doth not act in 
this manner by his own. pro- 
per authority and power —— 
this authority he /o/ely derives 
from the father to whoſe o- 
riginal commiſſion and ap- 
pointment he conforms his 
actions and conduct. | 

20 For the father hath 
been pleaſed to make the fon 
the object of his moſt aff-cti- 
anate regards, and hath en- 
dowed him with the miracu- 
lous power you have {cen ex- 
erted — and he will enable 
him to perform operations far 
more ſtupendous than theſe, 
that will excite your higheſt 
aſtoniſhment. ; 

21 For example — As the 
Deity, by the irreſiſtible exer- 
tion of his omnipotent power 
can reanimate the athes of the 
dead, and inſpire them with 
new life and vigour—ſo is the 
{on empowered to recall into 
exiſtence the deceaſed owes 
of his affection, | 

22 Neither will the ſu- 
preme Father, at the general 
reſurrection, preſide in judg- 
ment over the human race 
This moſt illuſtrious dignity 
of judging the world he hath 
conterred upon his fon. 


23 And 
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23 And the Deity hath 
exalted his fon to this diſtin- 
guiſhed eminence, in order 
that the dignity of his ſtation 
and office might engage man- 
kind to honour the ſon in 
like manner as they honour | 
the ſupreme Father of all — 
he, who treats the ſon with 
diſreſpect and contempt, treats 
with diſreſpect and contempt 
the bleſſed God, who com- 
miſſioned and ſent him to in- 
ſtruct the world. 

24 In the moſt folemn 
manner I publickly declare 
to you, Thar he, who cordi- 
ally embraces my doctrines, 
and 1s perſuaded that I act by 
a divine commiſſion, is enti- 
tled to everlaſting life he 
ſhall not be involved in the 
final condemnation and de- 
ſtruction of the wicked. 

25 Be aſſured of this ſo- 
lemn truth——The time is 
coming, and hath already 
commenced, when the dead 


ſhall hear the voice of the fon 


of God, and be informed 
with new life. 

26 For that power and 
principle of communicating 
life, which the Deity origi- 
nally and eſſentially poſſeſ- 


ſeth, he hath been pleaſed to 


confer upon the ſon. 


27 And he hath moreover. 
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appointed the Son to be the fi- 


——_— 


nal Judge of mankind be- 
cauſe he aſſumed human na- 


ture. 
28 Let not theſe cos 
excite your wonder and aſto- 


niſhment Be aſſured a ſo- 
lemn day is approaching, in 


which every individual of the 
human race ſhall, in their 
tombs, hear the voice of the 
ſon of God, 

29 be all reanimated in a 
moment—come out of their 
graves and compoſe one 
valt aſſembly——Thole who 
have lived virtuous lives ſhall 
be pronounced into everlaſt- 
ing happineſs — thoſe who 
have lived wicked lives ſhall 


be doomed to everlaſting de- 


ſtruction. 

30 The miraculous! opera- 
tions I perform are not ow- 
ing to any eſſential power. I 
myſelf poſſeſs —— [ derive it 
ſolely from God—his dictates 
are the meaſure of my obedi- 
ence — and my obedience is 
founded in immutable juſtice 
I arrogate no honours to 
myſelf—1 ſtudy only to pro- 
mote the honour and fulfil 
the appointment of the Dei- 
ty, who inveſted me with this 
commiſſion. 

31 If I ſhould require you 
to credit my pretenſions up- 


z Becauſe ſeſus raiſed ſeveral from the dead in his /;f2-time. 
2 And conſequently having once been cloathed with the fame nature 
with thoſe he judges, he is thereby qualified to be an equal and candid 


Judge « of its infirmities and frailties. 


5 


On 
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on the ſole authority of 1 
own teſtimony, I ſhould act 
as an impoſtor, and render 
the truth of my miſſion juſtly 
ſuſpectec. 5 

32 An illuſtrious perſon 
publickly atteſted my charac- 
ter, and bore a true and ho- 
nourable teſtimony to it. 
33 This perſon was John 
the Baptiſt, to whom you ſo- 
lemnly deputed ſpecial meſ- 
ſengers—who heard and deli- 
vered the clear and explicit 
teſtimony he gave tothe truth 
of my miffion and character. 
34 But I court not human 
teſtimony, or ſtrive to ſecure 
it in my favour—1I only men- 
tion this to excite you impar- 
tially to weigh the evidence 
of my religion, and to in- 
duce you to embrace it and 
be happy, HRS, 
35 John the Baptiſt, who 
gave ſo full an atteſtation to 
my character, was a glorious 
lamp, that emitted the moſt 
pure and effulgent ſplendours 
around - but tho? theſe uſeful 
beams, at firſt, appeared grate- 
ful to you, after ſo long an ex- 
tinction of the prophetic light, 
you very ſoon grew tired of 
them, and wilfully refuſed to 
enjoy their ſalutary influence. 

36 But I can produce a 
teſtimony infinitely more 
{ſtrong and ſtriking than this 
of John — The miraculous 
operations, which my father 
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hath enabled me to perform, 
carry the fulleſt conviction in 
them, and are an irrefragable 
appeal and teſtimony to the 
world, that the Deity hath 
tent me. 

27 Theſe are public proofs 
that the Deity, who ſent me, 
hath inveſted me with a di- 
vine commiſſion — But you 
are ſo incorrigibly depraved 
and prejudiced, that you nei- 
ther liſten to the voice of the 
Deity ſpeaking by me, nor 
diſcern the plain and evident 
impreſſions of his ſupreme 
wüdom and power on my 
perſon and character. 1 

38 And you have not that 
reaſon, which he originally 
gave you, in its genuine un- 
corrupted ſtate— for you diſ- 
believe and reject him whom 
the Deity hath ſent among 
you with ſo many ftriking 
proofs of divine authority. 

39 You diligently ſearch 
and critically examine the 
ſcriptures, becauſe you ima- 
gine the promiſe of eternal 
life is contained in them —— 
Theſe ſacred books, which 
you fo carefully and ſedulouſ- 
ly explore, give the moſt 
plain and explicit teſtimonies 
of my character. | 

40 And yet you obſtinate- 
ly refuſe to be convinced of 
the truth of my miſſion, and 
will not embrace my doc- 
trines, tho' eternal life is of- 


fered 
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and obey them. | 
41 Icourt not popular ap- 
plauſe, nor ſtrive to ſecure 
from any man glory and re- 
putation to my character. 

42 But I know your prin- 
ciples —I know you to be 
deſtitute of the love of God 
and religion, 

43 for I am come among 
you veſted with the full autho- 
rity of my father — and yet 
you reje&t me An impoſtor, 
who hath no miraculous pow- 
ers to boaſt, and nothing but 


his arrogance to recommend 


him, finds no difficulty to in- 
gratiate himſelf with you, and 
procure a favourable recep- 
tion. 

44 But ho is it poſſible you 
ſhould believe and embrace 
my religion, who are ſolely 
poſſeſſed with the love of po- 
pular glory, and inſpired on- 
ly with views of pride and 


ambition — treating with the | 


loweſt contempt the honour 
of God, and the dignity of re- 
ligion. 7 

45 Do not think that I 
ſhall be the only one who 
will accuſe you to the father 
for your infidelity — Moſes, 
your great lawgiver, whole 
character you eſteem ſo ſa- 
cred, will accuſe and con- 
demn your preſent conduct. 


d See the Cambridge MS. 
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46 For did you pay any 
ſerious regard to Moſes, you 
would have acknowledged 
my prophetic character for 
this legiſlator hath charac- 
terized me in the moſt plain 
and expreſs terms. 

47 But if you treat his 
writings with contempt — 
what reaſon can I have to 
expect that you will treat the 
evidences of my miſſion with 
reſpect ! | 


CHAP. YL 
5 A TE R this Jeſus re- 
tired into Galilee — 
and croſſing the lake, tra- 
velled into that part of the 
country that lay contiguous 
to the city Tiberias. 
2 Hither he was accompa- 
nied by a prodigious crowd, 
whoſe curioſity was excited 
by the aſtoniſhing miraculous 
cures they had ſeen him per- 
form. | 
3 From this multitude Je- 
ſus privately retired with his 
diſciples to a neighbouring 


mountain — where they fat 


down to repoſe and refreſh 
themſelves. 

4 It was now but a few 
days to the Jewiſh Paſſover 
| — which is their grand reli- 
gious feſtival. | 
5 Jeſus, as he reclined on 


the mountain, keeping his 


eyes 


— —— U———xʒññ᷑ͥ ᷑ — —— 


diſciples, then ſaid to him, 


what is ſuch a pittance as this 
diſciples to make the multi- 
place in which this was tranſ- 


ber about five thouſand. 
| loaves, and after paying his 
God, diſtributed them to his 


multitude, who ſat in uni- 
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eyes fixed on the vaſt crowds | 


that were advancing to him, 
ſaid to Philip — Where ſhall 
we buy proviſions to refreſh 
this immenſe multitude ? 

6 This he ſaid merely to 
try what confidence Philip 
repoſed in his miraculous 
power, for he had already 
determined what to do. 

7 Philip rephed — Were 
we to expend two hundred 
denarii in proviſions, it would 
be far from furniſhing a ſuf- 
ficient repaſt for ſuch an in- 
finite number of people. 

8 Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother, who was one of his 


There is a ſervant here, 
who has five barley loaves 
and two ſmall fiſhes — but 


among ſo many thouſands ! 
10 Jeſus then ordered his 


tude fit down on the graſs — | 
which was very deep in the 


acted The crowd accord- 
ingly ſat down, being in num- 


11 Jeſus then took the 
fervent acknowledgements to 


diſciples, and they to the 
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— they likewiſe diſpenſed as 
much of the fiſh as any per- 
ſon demanded. _ 

12 After they had partoolæ 
of a plentiful entertainment 
and were all ſatisfied, Jeſus ſaid 
to his diſciples—See that you 
carefully collect the frag- 
ments, that nothing may be 
waſted. 25 | ; 

13 They carefully colle&- 
ed the fragments of the loaves 
and fiſhes —— which filled 
twelve bafkets. N 
14 The multitudes, who 
were preſent on this occaſion, 
and were ſpectators of this 
aſtoniſhing miracle, all una- 
nimouſly declared, That Je- 
ſus was undoubtedly that 
great and illuſtrious prophet, 
whom their ſacred books fo 
expreſsly taught them to ex- 


pect. OE 


15 Wherefore Jeſus, con- 
ſcious of the diſpoſitions, 
which now aCtuated them, and 
knowing the reſolution they 
had formed to carry him a- 
way by violence and proclaim 
him the Sovereign of Judza, 
took care to elude their ſan- 
guine deſigns by © privately 
withdrawing from them, a- 
lone, to a ſolitary mountain. 

16 In the evening the dif- 
ciples went down to the fide 
of the lake, 


form and regular companies | 


© Undoubtedly by rendering himſelf inviſible, 


17 and embarked on board 


a veſſel, 
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a veſſel, intending to croſs to 
Capernaum — Darkneſs had 
now enveloped the earth, 
and their maſter was not ar- 
rived. 

18 It now blew a ſtorm, 


and the lake was Renke agi- 


tated. 

19 When they were about 
five and twenty or thirty ſta- 
dia from ſhore, they deſcried 


Jeſus walking over the ſur- 


face of the deep, and advanc- 
ing towards the veſſel — The 
fight filled them with the laſt 
conſternation. 

20 Bur Jeſus ſoon dimpated 
their terrors by diſcovering 
himſelf to them. 

21 They then in a- flood 
of tranſport took him into 
the veſſel and ſoon arrived 
at the place, which they firſt 
intended to make. 


22 The next day the mul- 


titude, who were yet on the 
oppoſite ſhore, finding that 
there was no other veſſel, but 
that on which the diſciples 
had gone on board, and 


knowing that Jeſus was not 


in their « company — 


23 — There were indeed 
uin; not far from the place 


where Jeſus had furniſhed 
this miraculous entertain- 
ment, ſeveral veſſels that be- 
longed to Tiberias 

24 When the multitude, 


as I faid before, found that 
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Jeſus was abſent as well as 
his diſciples, they went a- 
board theſe veſſels belonging 
to Tiberias, and croſſed over 
the lake to Capernaum, in 
ſearch of Jeſus. 

25 When they had found 
him, they, in amazement, 
ſaid to him Divine inſtruc- 
tor! in what manner did you 


paſs the lake 


26 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
Aſſure yourſelves that I am 
conſcious that you make theſe 
anxious enquiries after me 
not from any conviction which 
my miracles have produced 
in your minds, but from the 
hope I ſhall continue to ſup- 
ply you with food in the man- 
ner-I have lately done. 

27 Be not ſo ſolicitous in 
procuring that food that 
ſerves only to nouriſh a frail 
and periſhing body but let 
it be your principal concern to 
acquire that food, which will 
render the ſoul immortal 
through all the ages of eter- 
nity— This food the ſon of 
man is commiſſioned to diſ- 
penſe, and his commiſſion 
hath the ſupreme Father been 
pleaſed to ratify and ſeal by 
the ſtrongeſt evidences. 

28 They ſaid to him 
What ſhall we do in order 
that we may comply with the 


purpoſes and deſigns of God! 


29 It is the oreat deſign of 
God, 


304 
God, replied Jeſus, that you | 
ſhould be convinced that I 
| am a divine meſſenger. 


30 What public men 


ſtration, ſaid they, will you 
give us that you are inveſted 


with a divine authority ? 


What miraculous operation 


will you exhibit to convince 


31 Our anceſtors, conti- 
nued they, were miraculouſ- 


ly ſupplied with food from 


heaven, during their conti- 


nuance in the wilderneſs, as 
our ſacred books teſtify. 
32 That food, anſwered 


Jeſus, by which your proge- 


nitors were then miraculouſly 


ſupported, merits not to be 


compared with that. true and 


vital food, which my heaven- | 


ly father now diſpenſes to the 


world by me. 


33 For that divine food, 
which is now deſcended from 
heaven, imparts immortal life 


to the world. 


34 When he had ſaid this, 


they cried out — Be pleaſed, 
Sir! ever to ſupply us with 
this celeſtial food! 


35 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
Fam that true vital food I 
mentioned He that admits 

and digeſts it, ſhall be for 


ever free from the painful 
ſenſations both of A. and 


of thirſt. 


x Ironically. 
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me exert ſuch miraculous 
powers, you are determined 
not to be convinced- that I 
am a meſſenger from God. 

37 But - notwithſtanding 
your incredulity, every one, 
whoſe mind hath been previ- 
ouſly influenced with a ſacred 
ſenſe of religion and virtue, 
will chearfully embrace my 
doctrines, and he who thus 
embraces them, ſhall for ever 
be the object of my moſt at- 
fectionate love, 

38 For I deſcended * 
heaven not to execute a 
ſcheme of mine own con- 
trivance, but to accompliſh 
the deſigns of him who ſent 
me: 

39 And this is ; the oficn 
of him who ſent me, That I 
ſhould finally loſe none of the 
pious and virtuous, whom the 
love of religion hath previ- 
ouſly diſpoſed to embrace my 


doctrines - and that I ſhould 


raiſe them, at the laſt day, 
to the poſſeſſion | of mn 
40 It is the gracious ho 
ſign of him who delegated 
me to inſtruct mankind, 
That every one who is per- 
ſuaded that I am a divine 


' meſſenger, - and who cordi- 
ally embraces and obeys-my 


e Meaning his . 


| religion, ſhould be entitled 


to 


Chap. vi. by J 
to everlaſting life — and that 
I ſhould reward him, at the 


general reſurrection, with a 


bleſſed immortality. 


41 This diſcourſe excited 


the difguſt and indignation 
of the Jews, becauſe he aſ- 
ſerted that he deſcended from 
heaven's), 
442 and they contemptu- 
ouſly ſaid, one to another — 


Is not this perſon, who arro- 
gates to himſelf ſo high an 


original, the fon of Joſeph 
the carpenter ? — Do not we 
know the meanneſs and ob- 
ſcurity of his family? How 
can he have the impious ef- 
frontery and 
tell us, that he deſcended 
from heaven | 
43 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
Loet not the meanneſs of mine 
appearance excite your aver- 
fion and contempt of me. 
44 For notwithſtanding the 
obſcurity of my birth, every 
one, who hath been attracted 
by the love of God and good- 
neſs will come and embrace 
my religion—and ſuch a ſin- 


cere and virtuous believer I 
will raiſe, at the laſt day, to 


the inheritance of an happy 
immortality. 

45 There is the following 
paſſage in the prophetic 
books, * They ſhall all be 
taught of God and he who 


confidence to. 


O HN. 


| hath been 7bus inſtructed, 
and hath made conſcience of 
performing the duties which 
the Deity requires, will cor- 
dially embrace my religion: 

46 None of the precedin 
prophets was ever 1 
to any perſonal communica+ 
tions with the Deity — the 
ſon of man is the only one 
who ever enjoyed this mo 
diſtinguiſned honour. 

47 Be ye, therefore, ſo- 
lemnly aſſured, That every 
one who believes and obeys 
my religion, ſhall be entitled 
to eternal life. | 

48 I am the food that im- 


Parteth true vital nutriment 


to every one who receiveth. 
and digeſteth * me. 

49 The manna, your an- 
ceſtors eat in the wilderneſs, 
could not preſerve them from 
death, or protract the period 
of their lives, | 

50 But the bread, that is 
new deſcended from heaven, 
informeth him who receiveth 
it with immortality. 

51 I am this true vital 
bread, which is now deſcend- 
ed from hcaven to refreſh 


ſhall hve to all eternity) 
The food I adminiſter 1s my 
fleſh, which I freely diſpenſe 
to furniſh an immortal repaſt 


to the world. 
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mankind -— he that eateth it 


& 52 Theſe. 
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52 Theſe laſt words occa- 


ſioned a vehement clamour 
and uproar among the Jews 
— They ſaid, one to another. 
How can this man's fleſh | 


ſerve for food! the food 


53 Jeſus ſaid to them — I 
in the moſt ſolemn manner 
— * you, That unleſs you 

digeſt the fleſn, and imbibe 
the blood of the ſon of man, 
you have no claim to a bleſſ- 
ed immortality. | 


54 For he only that eateth | 


my fleſh and drinketh my 
blood hath a title to eternal 
life to the poſſefſion of 
which I will raiſe him at the 
general reſurrection. 


55 For my * fleſh and my 


blood ſupply the only true 
vital and ſalutary nutriment. 

56 He, who is refreſhed. 
with theſe, is united to me 
by the ſtrongeſt and moſt en- 
| dearing bonds of affection 
and love. 

57 As the great Source 
of life, by whom I was ſent, 
hath communicated to me 
exiſtence, ſo will J communi- 
cate an immortal exiſtence ro 
every one who receiveth and 
digeſteth this food. 

958 This is the only vital 


and ſubſtantial food, which] 


is now deſcended from hea- 
ven Not like the food your 
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anceſtors eat, which could 
only allay the momentary 
pain of hunger, which would 
ſoon return, and of which all 
who participated, died-—But 
I diſpenſes will 
nouriſh and for ever maintain 
the ſoul in immortal vigour. 
59 This diſcourſe was de- 
livered in the place of religi- 
ous worſhip in Capernaum, 
as he was there publickly in- 


ſtructing the people. 


60 Great numbers of his 
followers, who were now his 
auditors, ſard—How abſurd 
and Impoſſible is this doc- 
trine | Who is there, but 
muſt be diſguſted with it! 

61 Jeſus, being conſcious 
that this diſcourſe had very 
highly offended them, ſaid to 
them Doth this declaration 
of mine high original ſhock 
you, and determine you to 
apoltatize | . 

62 What if you ſhould ſee 
me aſcend to "hoſe celeſtial 
regions, in which J once res 
fided ! | 

63 The preceding diſcourſe 
you have heard, 1s entirely 
figurative—for you to under- 
ftand'1t [terally, would be the 
higheſt ablurdity l. 3 
764 But there are ſome of 
you, who are determined not 
to be convinced—F or Jefus, 


F 


| 


In this ſenſe the Jeys frequently uſed Fl ang Spirit. See the note on 


ow 20 111, 2 


from 


Chap. vii. 


from the very firſt beginning 
of his miniſtry, perfectly knew 


thoſe, who were deliberately | 
reſolved not to be convinced 
by all the evidences he ſhould 


exhibit — and he knew alſo 
the perſon, by whoſe treache- 
ry he was to be delivered into 


the hands of his enemies. 


65 It is for this reaſon, he 
continued, that being infal- 
libly acquainted with your 
diſpoſitions, I told you above, 
That none would embrace my 
religion, but thoſe, who were 
_ previouſly influenced and at- 
trated by the love of God 
and virtue. | ; 

66 From this time many 
of his former followers de- 
ſerted him, and never had 
the leaſt ſociety and connec- 
tion with him afterwards, 
| 67 Jeſus ſaid to his twelve 

_ diſciples — Will you alſo a- 
bandon me? 

68 Simon Peter replied — 
For whom ſhould we aban- 
- don thee! — What other in- 
ſtructor is there who hath im- 


mortality to beſtow, but thy- 


ſelf! 5 

69 For we are perſuaded 
that thou art the Meſſiah, 
the ſon of the ever bleſſed 


God! | 


70 Jeſus ſaid to them —T | 


have ſelected you my twelve 
apoſtles from among my fol- 
lowers to be my conſtant 
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companions—and yet I know 
one of you 1s a falſe accuſer. 
71 He meant Judas Iſca- 
riot, the ſon of Simon, who 
afterwards, by an act of the 
baſeſt perfidy, delivered him 
into the hands of his ene- 
mies. | 


CHAP. VIL 


1: AFTER this, Jeſus 
| confined his mini- 
ſtry within the limits of Ga- 


lilee for he would not any 


longer travel in Judæa, being 
conſcious that the Jews thirſt- 
ed for his blood. | 
2 The feaſt of Tabernacles, 
a celebrated Jewiſh ſolemnity, 
was now very near. ; 

3 Upon this, his relations 
ſaid to him — Why do not 
you leave this country where 
you have reſided ſo long, and 
remove into Judza, that your 
former converts may have an 
opportunity of ſeeing the mi- 
raculous operations you per- 
form, and be confirmed in 
their belief of your divine 
miſſion ? | 

4 For no one who 1s de- 
firous to have his fame cele- 
brated and to gain followers, 
would bury himſelf in this ob- 
ſcurity—Since you exert ſuch 
amazing powers, exhibit them 
upon the open theatre of the 
world. = | 

5 For his relations did not 

| „ believe 
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believe him to be a divine 


meſſenger. | 

6 Jeſus ſaid to them The 
time of my going up to the 
approaching feſtival is not yet 
come — You, who have not 
incurred the reſentment of 
the Jews, may take this, jour- 
ney to the Capital, whenever 


vou judge it convenient for | 


|þ 


you. . 
+ 7 You have not drawn up- 
on you the implacable malice 
and hatred of the world — It 
is me the world purſues with 
relentleſs fury, merely be- 
cauſe I freely and unreſerved- 
ly fatirize its vices and im 
moralities. „„ 
8 You may go up at the 
uſual time—lI will not as yet 
begin my journey to. cele- 
brate this ſolemnity—for the 
period of my miniſtry 1s not 
completed. _ 4 
9 9 Jeſus accordingly conti- 
nued in Galilee, _ al 
10 till his relations were 
ſet out After they were de- 
parted, he went up to the 
city in a ſilent and ſecret 
manner, without any crowds. 
attending him. 
11 During the firſt days 
of the feſtival, the Jews, 
who expected him, made 
anxious enquiries after him. 


i For if fs had gone ny at the uſual time 
- 990 and given umbrage to the Jes. 


concourſe of people around 


of JesuUs Chap. vii. 


12 Theſe enquiries occaſi- 
oned a great diſpute concern: 
ing his character among the 
aſſembled multitudes ſome 
aſſerting, that he was only 
an artful impoſtor, and de- 
ceived an ignorant mob 
others contending, that he was 
a perſon of a good character. 
13 For no one durſt pub 
lickly declare that he was 
a prophet, and openly de- 
fend his conduct, for fear of 
exaſperating the Jews. © 
14 At length, in the 
heighth of the ſolemnity, Je- 
ſus appeared—and going di- 
rectly to the temple, inſtruct- 
ed the people. 
16 The doctrines he now 
delivered, and the manner 
in which he delivered them, 
ſtruck the Jews with aſtoniſh- 
ment—and they ſaid, one to 
another, How could this per- 
{on acquire all this profound 
erudition and knowledge, 
having been deſtitute of a li- 
beral education! . 
16 Jeſus, conſcious of their 
thoughts, turned to them and 
ſaid The inſtructions I com- 
municate to men are not the 
reſult of my own wiſdom, but 
the dictates of His infallible --- 


underſtanding, who ſent me 
into the world. NE: 


he would have gathered a 


17 And | 


17 And every virtuous 
on, who is deſirous to 
know and obey the will of 
God, will clearly diſcern whe- 
ther the doctrines I deliver 
are of divine original, or 
merely the offspring of hu- 
man contrivancſſdgGGG. 
18 The impoſtor ſtrives 
only to acquire popular ap- 
— and to 3 himſelf 
a great name among the de- 
luded multitude — But he, 
who diſclaims theſe vain 
honours, and labours ſolely to 
reform mankind and to ad- 
vance the glory of that Be- 
ing, by whom he was deput- 
ed, hath all the marks of a 
true prophet, being totally 
free from all fraud and inſin- 
cerity, ; 
19 Did not Moſes give 
you the law to be the rule and 
meaſure of your moral con- 
duct, and hath none of you any 
regard and reverence for its 
ſacred injunctions ? —— Will 
not theſe deter you from the 
deliberate deſigns you have 
formed to murder me? 
20 The people anſwered 
Surely you are mad - Whom 
do you think hath formed 
any deſign to murder you 
21 Jeſus ſaid to them 
Becauſe I happened to work 
a miracle on the ſabbath day, 
it produced an univerſal cla- 
mour and amazement at my 
impiety: | | 
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22 Whereas with regard to 
circumciſion, which Moſes ap- 
pointed thoꝰ this rite was not 
firſt inſtituted by him, it had 
been long before practiſed by 
the patriarchs — you your- 
ſelves make not the leaſt 
ſcruple of circumciſing a 
male child on the ſabbath. 

23 Since, therefore, you 
heſitate not to circumciſe on 
the ſabbath day, and judge 
the law of Moſes not to be 
violated by it—can you con- 
ſiſtently be enraged at me for 
reſtoring to perfect health on 
the ſabbath day the whole bo- 
dy of a miſerable object ? 

24 Suffer not your judg- 


ments to be warped by your 


preconceived prejudices, but 
let them be impartially guid- 
ed and directed by the truth 
and reaſon of things. 

25 Here ſome of the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, who 
were preſent, ſaid — Is not 
this the perſon, whoſe blood 
they are ſo deſirous to ſhed ? 

26 and yet with what open 


and undaunted freedom doth 


he deliver his diſcourſes, 
without any one moleſting 
him—One would really be 
induced to think, from the 
uncontrouled liberty he en- 
joys, that our Sanhedrim ve- 
rily believed he was the true 
Meſſiah. | ü 

27 And yet it is impoſſible 
he ſhould — For we know 


X 3 this 
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this perſon's parents and fa- 
mily—but when the Meſſiah | 
makes his appearance a- 
mongſt us, bis parentage and 
extraction will be entirely un- 

known. 
228 Jeſus, conſcious 
what they were ſecretly diſ- 
cuſſing, raiſed his voice, as 
he was teaching the people 
in the temple, and ſaid Do 
you know me, and are you 


acquainted with my deſcent? 


yet be aſſured that the au- 
thority I have aſſumed is not 
human, but derived from 
that Being, 
ed his predictions but with 
whoſe nature and perfections 
you are utterly unacquainted. 
29 But of theſe I have the 
moſt perfect and intimate 
knowledge — for from him I. 
deſcended on earth by him 
I was deputed to mankind. 
30 At this declaration they 
were ſo highly exaſperated 


that they determined to ap- 
prehend him immediately — 


but they were providential- 
ly reſtrained from executing 
their deſigns, becauſe the 
time of his ſufferings and 
death was not yet come. 

31 Great numbers how- 
er of the common people 


* This ſhould be read interrogatively. 


who hath verifi- 
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-were convinced that he was a 
true prophet and faid—When 
the great Meſſiah himſelf ap- 
pears, will he exert more a- 
mazing powers than this per- 
ſon hath exerted! . 

32 The Phariſees heard 
the aſſembled multitude freely 
and apenly declaring, one to 
another, theſe their ſenti- 
ments concerning his charac- 
ter — and they and the high 
prieſts diſpatched officers im- 
mediately to apprehend him. 

33 In the mean time Jeſus 
ſaid to the people The time 
[ have to ſtay among you is 
but ſhort—I ſhall ſoon return 
to that Being, by whom 1 
was originally ſent. 

34 Lou will make anxi- 
ous enquiries for me, but 
your enquiries will be fruit- 
leſs—It will be impoſſible for 
you to viſit thoſe regions, in 
which I ſhall ſoon reſide, 

35 Here the Jews ſaid, 
one to another To what un- 
known countries does he in- 
tend to travel, where we ſhall 
never find him ?—— Wil he 
go to our brethren who are 
diſperſed among the Hea- 
thens, and inſtruct them. 

36 What can this myſteri- 
ous language mean — Lou 


! During the troubles of Judæa the Jews expected the appearance of 
the : Me ah with the moſt ardent and nn anxiety. See Jeſepbus 


paſſim. 
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ſhall, make anxious enquiries 
after me, but your enquiries 
ſhall, be fruitieſs — It will be 
impoſſible for you. to viſit 
thoſe regions, of which I ſhall 
ſoon be an inhabitant. 
937 N the laſt day of 


the feſtival, which was al- 
ways obſerved with the great- 


eſt gn raky Jeſus ſtood up, 
and raiſing his voice, thus 
ſpoke to the vaſt concourſe 


of, people now aſſembled — 


If any man, thirlt after truth 


and virtue, lat him come o 


me and allay his thirſt. 


38 He that believeth on 
me, asg the ſcripture hath ſo- 
lemnly commanded my con- 


temporaries to do, ſhall be 
enabled, from the indefec- 
tible fountain of a good heart, 
to diſpenſe the moſt grateful 


and ſalutary ſtreams to re- 


freſh mankind. 


39 Jeſus in theſe words, al- 


luded to thoſe 1 piritual gifts, 
with which 4 believers of 
the goſpel were afterwards 
endowed for theſe ſpiritual 
gifts were not conferred be- 
fore the glorious aſcenſion of 
Jeſus. 


40 Great. numbers of ' the 
people, who heard this dil- 
courſe, ſaid — Undoubtedly 


this is an illuſtrious prophet ! 
41 Others freely aſſerted, 


that he muſt be the Meſfiah | 


—uwhile a third party diſdain- 
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fully aſked, If the Meſſiah 
was to be a native of Gali- 
lee | 

42 For do not, they con- 
tinued, the ſcriptures ex- 
preſsiy aſſert that the Meſſiah 
is to be a deſcendant from 
David, and to receive his 
birth in Bethlehem, where that 
illuſtrious monarch was horn? 

43 Theſe different ſenti- 
ments, which were warmly 
eſpouſed, excited violent de- 
bates among the ſeveral con- 
tending parties. | 

44 During this ſanguine 


diſpute and confuſion, ſome 


| were very deſirous to have 
| apprehended him but none 
had the power to effect his 
deſigns. 

45 The officers W 


returned to the high prieſts 


and Phariſees without exe- 
| cuting their commiſſion — 
Soon as they appeared with- 
out him, they ſaid to them 
— Why have you not obey- 
ed our expreſs. orders, and 
brought him before us.? 

46 The officers replied— 
There never was any man, 
| char diſcourſed with that au- 
thority and Power as this = 
fon doth ! 

47 The Phariſees ſaid to 


| them —Are you too ſeduced 
into the common deluſion ? 
48 Can you name one of 


the Sanhedrim, or one of the 
Pha- 
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Pharifees, who believes him | hin veils 
inveſted with a divine com- ( ee viii. 1 bes en 
miſſion? vately retired to nh mount 
49 But-an Weigert exe- | of Olis es. 
crable-rabble are diſpoſed to] 8 — 2 Ti HE next morning 
Twallow any impoſture. I early he returned to the city 
50 Upon this, Nicodemys | —and going into the I 
— the perſon who had a a prodigious concourſe * 
private interview with Jeſus ple flocked to him, to 
in the night, and who was a | his inſtructions. 
member of the council—— | 3 But while he was em- 
Rood up, and ſpoke thus, | ployed in teaching the peo: 
g Doth our law authorize | ple, the Scribes and Phari- 
us to- condemn any perſon ſees brought before him 
to capital puniſhment, be- woman convicted of adultery 
fore the judges have heard and placin her i in the 
what he Jah. to alledge in midſt of the circle, 
defence of himſelf, and have 4 thus addreſſed him 
ſtrictly enquired into his prin- Illuftrious teacher ! this wo- 
ciples and actions: man was caught in an aduk 
52 Greatly incenſed at this | terous commerce, and de- 
tpeech they ſaid — Art thou tected in the very fact . 
7⁰⁰ à convert of this Gali-| 5 Now Moſes hath ex. 
prophet ? — Search the | preſsly enjoined that women 
annals of time, and fee if this guilty of this + atrocious 
deſpicable country had ever] crime ſhould be ſtoned to 
the honour of g giving birth to death— but what penalty do 
a prophet". you think ought © o be * 
233 After this, the council flicted?ꝰ 
broke up and the members] 6 They applied to A for 
feparated to wor reſpective his deciſion in this caſe, merely 
homes, 75 | with an inſidious deſign, that 


125 The prophet Jonah, however, was born in Galilee. 2 Kings, xiv, 
25. See alſo Univer/al Hiſtory, Vol. F. p. 572, 8vo 

7 FETraurepeo. This wor: tho” condemned in St. Jobn, is aſed by 
very reſpeRable writers. Em . 0p Tapadotu Toy Ae xov. He- 
Vedert « ZErhio 4 p. 21. Edit. Commelin. Erauro0wpy NAH ei- 
148V6;,*Eupo t apud Plutarch. Nicias, p. 960. Edit. 8vo. Steph.” Az- 
ben r avTawew LJeuSoueroy, id. Eumenes, p. 1065. Emraurogurs 
Top oor enge vs, id, Alex. P. 1244. Steph. Edit. Gr. 8v0. 
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they might have ſomething | the acuteſt compunctions of 
criminal to charge him with. conſcience, and began to ſteal 
But Jeſus, conſcious of away, one by one, the eldeſt 
their intention, ſtooped down, withdrawing firſt till at 
and with an apparent difre- | laſt they had all quitted the 
gard of the queſtion they woman and left her alone in 
Fecpoſed wrote with his fin- the midſt of the audience. 
on the floor. * py = — then raiſing him- 
7 But when the conti- up an win 
— to urge him — re- had all . — 
peated importunity, at laſt he ſaid to her — Where are the 
raifed himſelf up, and ſaid to | perſons who accuſed you? — 


them “Let that n a- Hath any one condemned 


mo who is free from you to ſuffer capital uniſh- 
yur — chrow the firſt ment? l 100 

| ſtone at her. 11 She anſwered i in NOW ne- 
98 Having faid abi he gative— Neither do I, repli- 
ſtooped down again, and, | ed | Jeſus, condemn you to 
with the ſame inattention as | die — Go, and I charge you 
-before, traced letters with | for the future never to _ 
his finger on the floor. | this enormous crime. 

9 He had no ſooner pro-] 5 — 12 AFTER- this inci- 
nounced theſe words, but the | dent Jeſus reſumed his public 
perſons,” who had conducted] diſcourſes to the aſſembled 
the woman before him, were | multitude, and ſaid I am 
Jy — ſhams and mn the 4 Hye; that "—_— the 


„ This — holds up to us a faithful but moſt Kocking pifture of 
the horrid corruption and debauchery of the Jews at that time! Their 
Rabbies permitted them, ſays Juſtin Martyr even in his time to have four 
or froe \ wives: OtTivss tas px pi \vuy nat Terodpas xet TwTE (N 
das yuratigs exefoy TvyXapsor. Dial. Par. 2. p. 363 : but their abo- 
minable luſt was boundleſs and inſatiable. Well might Jaſaphus ſay of 
this wery generation, That there never was any age from the foundation 
of the world ſo profligate and abandoned. Mare ynreay 88 af S- 
Leven, tie YoulpeTeras. Foſeph. B. J. Lib. v. c. x. F'v. Edit. 
Hudſon : and again he ſays—The whole Jewiſh community, both in public 
And private, was. univerſaly corrupt, as if their contention had been, Who 
could commit the greateſt impieties againſt God, Who could perpetrate 
the moſt atrocious crimes againſt one another. O. Wit, 76 * Koivp 
FAyTss evoonoay. B. J. Lib. vii. c. viii. § i. 

4 Probably the ſai was now riſing, and diffuſing its rays upon the 
temple and people; ; as he had come to the temple very early in the 
morning. | 
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darkneſs of the world He, thorized by that great Being, 
whoſe fteps are conducted by | whoſe meſſenger I am. 


| 


its beams, ſhall never be — 17 It is decreed in your 
wildered in the gloom of dark- law, That the concurring teſ- 
neſs for his path ſhall ever | timony of two perſons 1 
be illuminated by the moſt be eſteemed vad. 
rmanent and ſalutary li 11 18 Agreeable to this I at- 
Ls." 12 Here ſome of ew: teſt mine original and my miſ- 
credulous Phariſees interrupi-· ſion, and my father ratifiesand 
ed him and ſaid — You cele-||-ftamps my ene with as 


brate your own-praiſes—ſuch, lanction '. f 


4elf-applauſe leads us juſtly to 19 They ſaid to . — 
ſuſpect him who fo liberally Who is your father? Jeſus 
beſtows it upon himſelf. replied Lou are perfect 
14 Jeſus ſaid to — ſtrangers both to me and my 
Tho I freely publiſh mine father Were you acquaint- 
exalted original and dignity, | ed with my miſſion and cha- 
yet mine own teſtimony of 1t | racter, you would know _ 
may be confided infor I am | 1s my father: © 
conſcious whence I came, | 20 * che — 
and know whither: 1 fhall ceding. diſcourſe in the trea- 
return but yon neither ſury Hut no one attempted 
know my 1 — nor to apprehend him, for the 
aur future dignity. time of his ſufferings was nat 
2156 Lou condemn n yet comm. 
merely for the meanneſs of 21 Jeſus reſuming his dit 
their appearance—I condemn courſe ſaid to them I ſhall 
"noone; ſoon leave you: and you will 
16 Tho? ſhould I paſs ſerj make many ſolicitous enqui- 
tence on men, the ſentence | ries after me, but in vain— 
I ſhould pronounce would | for you ſhall be devoted to 


be perfectly conformable to | deſtruction on account of 


equity and truth for lam not] your vices — Into the place 
a ſole unconnected individual, | whither I am going, you will 
but I am e and au- never be admitted. Th 

| | 22 e 


«(| 


Miracles. 2 

Referring to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans. | 

How univerſally depraved the Jewiſh people now were, appears from 
the following celebrated paſſage in Jeſephus. Our av umoge!g tuny 
£1TElV. K. T. A. I cannot forbear declaring my ſentiments, tho' it fills 


me with great regret to declare them, That had the Romans * 
their 


22 The Jews upon this 
ſald— Doth he mean that he 
intends to be guilty of ſui- 
cide, in ſaying, That from 
the place where he is going, 
we ſhall be excluded? 

23 Jeſus replied - Tour o- 
riginal is low and ſordid, 
mine is illuſtrious and divine 
Lou are of a terreſtrial, I 
am of celeſtial, extraction. 

24 IT have plainly and 
faithfully told you that your 
vices will certainly doom you 
to deſtruction—and be aſſur- 
ed, if you are determined to 
reject my pretenſions, and 
are obſtinately reſolved not 
to receive me as a divine meſ 
ſenger, your atrocious impe- 
nitence and guilt will devote 
you to the moſt dreadful 
A ⸗ô!ô 5 7 141 
25 They ſaid to him 
Whom do you then aſſert 
yourſelf to be? — I have re- 
peatedly told you, ſaid Jeſus, 
from the beginning of my 
public miniſtry who I am. 

26 I have great cauſe to 
condemn you for your wilful 
and determined ignorance 
Aſſure yourſelves that he who 
ſent me will not give his ſanc- 
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ly communicate to the world 


the doctrines and inſtructions - 


[ originally received from 

27 But ſuch was their 
ſtupidity that they knew not 
that he was ſpeaking of the 


Supreme Being. 


28 Jeſus farther added Af. 


ter you have *clevated the ſon 
of man, you will then have 
the moſt ſignal proofs of my 
miſſion, and character It 
will then be demonſtrated to 
you that Jact not by mine 
own authority, but was com- 
miſſioned and delegated by 
the Deity to publiſh the doc- 
trines I now deliver. 

29 For he, who deputed 
me on this important meſſage, 
is continually aiding and ſup- 


| porting me — and the con- 


ſciouſneſs that I act agreeably 
to his will aſſures me that he 
will never deſert nme. 

30 This diſcourſe convin- 


ced great numbers that he 
was the Meſſian. | 


31 To thoſe Jews there- 
fore who were convinced of 
his divine miſſion Jeſus thus 
addreſſed himſelf— ] will ac- 


knowledge you for. my true 


tion to an impoſtor iI on- 


and genuine diſciples, if you 


their hoſtilities againſt theſe abandoned wretches, the whole city would 
either have been ingulfed by an earthquake, overwhelmed by a deluge, 
or have been conſumed with a fiery ſtorm from heaven, as Sodom was. 
For its inhabitants were more profligate and wicked than any who ever 
Experienced ſuch calamities. B. Jud. Lib, v. c. xiit. $ vi. Edit. Hudſon. 
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continue in the ſteady and | tions ſuit not your pee 


uniform obedience of mine 
inſtructions. 


32 If you thus Fairhfully | 
I 


adhere to my cauſe, you wi 
be acquainted with the ſu- 


preme excellency and worth 
of true Religion, and you 
will be vindicated into per- 


fect freedom and libert) 
33 They ſaid to him — 
We are the deſcendents of 


— 


Abraham — we never were 
ſlaves and vaſſals to any one 
What induces you then to 
ſay, That we ſhall be vindi- 
cated into freedom and li- 
berty! . 

34 Jeſus replied—He, that 


is a ſlave to his vices, 1s the 
greateſt and vileſt of all ſlaves. 


35 The ſlave holds his 


continuance in a family upon 


a very Precarious and uncer- 


tain tenure ” — but the con- 
tinuance of the ſon is for 
ever unchangeable and per- 
manent. 

36 If the ſon, therefore, 


vindicate you into liberty, 
you will poſſeſs the moſt ex- 


cellent and perfect liberty. 

7 I know you are Abra- 
121 s deſcendents Let, tho? 
you are the race of this pious 
and holy patriarch, you form 


deſigns to murder me 


merery becauſe mine inſtruc- 


w His the s will, 


x This was a ſaryrical fling at his birth. 4 


and prejudiced minds 


38 I faithfully deliver what | 
I received from my Father 


—— you practiſe what you 


learned from yours. 
39 They ſaid Abraham 
is our ſole progenitor Were 
| Xa his true 

and genuine progeny, you 
would inherit his n. 


you, replied 


virtues. 
40 But now you concert 


meaſures to ſned my blood 
— to ſhed the blood of one 
who delivers to you that plain 


and undiſguiſed truth, which 


God communicated to him 
— Did Abraham's boſom ever 
harbour ſuch came ans as 


theſe! I 
41 You indeed inherit your 


father's principles—They re- 


plied — Our birth is not diſ- 
honourable and baſe * - We 
only own one great original 
[And that original is God. 


42 Jeſus ſaid to them — 


Were you the genuine chil- 
dren of God, I ſhould be the 
object of your love for from 


him I ſolely derive my au- 
thority, and it was in com- 


pliance with his will that 1 


deſcended on earth. 


43 What is the reaſon you | 
do not underſtand the lan- 
| guage I uſe? — Is it becauſe 


you 
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poſes, your blood - thirſty, 
murderous intentions, rather 
prove you to be the children 
of the devil — he was ever a 
murderer, was ever inſtigated 
by the moſt wicked and de- 
teſtable principles, and was 
ever the patron and author of 
falſehood and hes. | 

45 ee therefore, 
ſuch principles from ſuch an 
impure fountain; no wonder 
you ſhould contract ſuch an 
averfion to me for propagat- 
ing the cauſe of truth and 


virtue. £0. 1 


46 Can any of you con- 
vict me of any vice? — Since 
then my life is conformable 
to my doctrines, why do you 
refuſe your aſſent to the truths 
I publiſh? | | 

47 He that hath a con- 
ſcientious and ſincere regard 
for religion, chearfully obeys 
the will of God when made 
known to him — and your 
wilful rejection of me and my 
doctrines flows from your diſ- 
regard and total indifference 
for religion. 

48 With this declaration 
they were greatly exaſperat- 
ed, and ſaid to him Have 
we not abundant reaſon * to 
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{are averſe to the doctrines t 
I inculcate ? 
44 Your ſangainary pur- | 


— 


tainly diſordered Our 


A 31 = 
ſay, That you are a W 
ritan, and a mad enthuſiaſt ! 

49 Jeſus anſwered I am 
not fiftradted with madneſs— 
I faithfully diſcharge the com- 


miſſion of him who ſeat me 


but you treat his meſſenger 
with the laſt W and 
contempt. | 

50 It 1s. not bar ap- 
plauſe and e 
There is one who will vindi- 
cate his honour, and Pu 
thoſe who violate it. 

51 Suffer me in the moſt 
ſolemn manner to aſſure you, 
That he who ſteadily obeys 
my precepts ſhall never be 
ſubjected to deatn. 

52 Upon hearing this ab; : 
ſertion they cried out — We 
have now a ſufficient proof thart 
your intellects are moſt cer- 

great 
progenitor Abraham and all 
the "holy prophets have long 
ſince paid the debt to nature 
F and you have the madneſs 
to aſſert, That he who obeys 
your doctrines ſha} live ſap | 
ever | 0 

33 Have you the arro- 
gance to claim to yourſelf a 
dignity ſuperiour to Abra- 
Vat and to all the illuſtrious 
prophets, none of whom were 
ever privileged from death ? 


| What great and Gignthed 


Y By S the Jews meant Mohech, or Saturn, to whom their 
neighbouring nations ſacrificed human victims. 
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perſonage do you make your- 
ſelf? . + 

54 Jeſus anſwered — It is 
of no. avail for me to cele- 
brate mine own dignity — it 
1s abundantly atteſted and 
gloriouſly confirmed by my 
Father — that Being, whom 
you Jews profeſs to acknow- 
ledge and adore as your God. 
_ - 55 To this Being, how- 
ever, you are ſtrangers - but 


I am perfectly acquainted with 


his perfections and counſels 
E ſhould I declare my total 

Ignorance of this Being, I 
ſhould be like you — a noto- 


rious violator of the moſt ſa- 


cred truth - But the Deity 1 


know, and with his deſign I 
comply. . 

56 Abraham, your great 
anceſtor, was tranſported with 
the moſt vehement and ſacred 


paſſion to ſee my day — He 


was indulged with a ſight of 


it — and the fight filled him 
with the moſt rapturous ex- 
ultation. 1 
57 The Jews ſaid to him 
— You are not yet fifty, and 
have you ſeen Abraham? 
38 Jeſus rephed—In the 
molt tolemn manner I aſſure 


you that I exiſted before A- 


braham drew the breath of 


life. 2 
| This declaration incenſ- 
ed the Jews beyond all bounds 
they took up ſtones, deſign- 


ö 
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Jeſus 


ing in their rage to ruſh upon 
him, and murder him in- 
ſtantly but he rendered 
himſelf inviſible, and paſſing 
through the crowd eluded 


their fury. 


CHAP. IX. 

I AF TER this, as Jeſus 
was paſling along the 
road, there happened to be a 
man begging who was born 

blind. e 
2 The diſciples, ſeeing | 
this unhappy object, ſaid to 
Divine inſtructor ! 
pleaſe to inform us, - Whether 
It was the fins of this man in 
his præexiſtent- ſtate, or the 
ſins of his parents, that cauſ- 
ed God to inflict upon him 
this puniſnment? fps 
3 To this enquiry Jeſus 
replied—neither his vices in 
a preexiſtent-ſtate, nor the 
vices of his parents, were the 
caules of this calamity— but 
the wiſdom of God hath 
thought fit he ſhould ſuffer a 
temporary deprivation of 
ſight, in order that his power 
in miraculouſly reſtoring it 
might be publickly diſplayed. 
4 It is incumbent upon me 
to employ every hour of the 
fugitive day in diligently 
diſcharging my duty to him 


who ſent me into the world 


for the night is approach- 
ing, 


Chap. ix. 


ing, that will put a final period 
to my labours and ee 
uſefulneſs. | 

5 During, therefore, my 
continuance in the world, 1 
will diſpenſe light and joy a- 
round me. 

6 Having ſaid this, he 
ſpit on the ground; and hav- 
ing made clay with the ſpit- 
tle, he anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with it. 

He then ſaid to him 
Go immediately and waſh in | 
the pool of $i/0am, which tranſ- 
lated ſignifies Sen. — He went, 
waſhed, and returned, per- 
fectly reſtored to the uſe of 
his eyes. 

8 The neighbours, and 
thoſe who had ſeen him be- 
fore, when he was dark, were 
aſtoniſhed, and ſaid one to 
another—ls not this the man 


. 


that uſed to fit on the ſide of | poſt 


the road, and beg? 

9 Others ſaid—1t cannot 
be him — a third declared, 
That he was extremely like 
him The blind man affirm- 
ed that he was the perſon. 
10 They aſked him, by 
what means he was reſtored 
to the uſe of his fight ! 

II He anſwered — A per- 


ſon, whoſe name is Jeſus, | 


made clay, and beſmeared 
mine eyes with it, then bad 
me go to the pool of Siloam 
and "waſh myſelf — Accord- 


' by Jeu. 
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ingly 1 BY waſhed, and 
ſaw. 

112 Theylaſted him, If he 
knew where the perſon: was, 
who had performed this cure? 
— He ſaid, he did not. | 
3 They brought che man 
before the Phariſees. 

14 It happened to be the 
ſabbath day, when Jeſus 
made the clay, and miracu- 
louſly reſtored this perten; to 
his ſight. 

15 The Phariſees examin- 


ed him, and interrogated him 


concerning his cure He 
told them, how Jeſus had 
put clay upon his eyes, had 
{ent him to waſh them, and 
that he inſtantly received his 


ſight. | 
pon this, ſome of the 
Phariſees faid — This perſon 
muſt undoubtedly be-an im- 
or, or he would not vio- 
late the ſacred duties of the 
ſabbath in the profane man- 


ner he does — Others repli- 


ed But it is impoſſible a de- 
ceiver ſhould be able to per- 
form ſuch amazing operati- 
ons as theſe are—This varie- 
ty of ſentiments produced a 
great altercatian and violent 

debates amongſt them. 
17 At laſt they aſked the 
blind man, What 515 opinion 
was of the author of his cure? 
— Undoubtedly he muſt be 
a prophet, he ſaid. 1 
| | „„ 1 


1 
18 The Jews would not 
believe that he ever had been 


blind, and received the uſe 


of his ſight by a miracle 
till they ſent for the man's 
parents. 


19 His parents being brought | 


before the council, they aſk- 
ed them, If that perſon was 


their fon — if he was born 


blind — and in what manner | 


he had received his fight. 


20 To theſe enquiries his 


Parents rephed—that he was 
undoubtedly. their ſon, and 
declared that he was born 
None blind: 


21 But, added they, we 


can give you no information, 
in w 
tained the uſe of his eyes, or 
what perſon it was that ef- 
fected this cure — Propoſe 
what queſtions you pleaſe to 
him—he is of age to anſwer 
you, and to give a ſatisfac- 
tory account of himſelf. 


22 This cautious prudence 
in the man's parents proceed- 


ed from their fear of exciting 


the Jews reſentment For by 


an act of the court it was re- 


ſolved, That every perſon, 
who ſhould declare that Jeſus 


was the Meſſiah, ſhould be 


excommunicated. 

23 His parents knowledge 
of this public reſolution dic- 
tated this conduct, and 
prompted them to tell the 


court, That their ſon was of 


5 


t manner he hath ob- 
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Ehap. it, 


age, and was able to' make 
ſatisfactory anſwers to their 
enquiries. 

24 After this, they called 
up the man a ſecond time and 


ſaid to him Pay thy fervent 


gratitude to God for the 
bleſſing he hath beſto 
on thee — for as to the peri 
to whom thou aſcribeſt it, we 
know him to be an impoſtor. 
25 The man replied, Whe- 
ther he is an impoſtor or no, 
it is not for me to decide — 
one thing I am not deceived 
in, That I who was blind all 


71 ; 


| my life-time now fee every 
thing 


perfectly. 

26 They ſaid to him again 
— What did he do to thee? 
What means did he uſe te 
open thine eyes? _ 

27 He replied — I have 
given a diſtin and true ac- 
count of every circumftance, 
and you ſeem not diſpoſed to 
admit-it —What induces you 
to repeat your queſtion ? — Is 
it that you are deſirous to be- 
come his converts and fol- 
lowers ? 

28 This greatly exaſperat- 
ed them, and they ſaid — He 
hath indeed made a convert 
of thee—bur we acknowledge 
no divine inſtructor but Mo- 
ſes. 

29 We are perſuaded upon 
the beſt evidence that our il- 
luſtrious lawgiver was veſted 


with a divine commiſſion — 
but 


Chap- ix. 
but We know ak: wh au- 
thority this obſcure perſon 
hath. 

30. The man anſwered = 
1. 15, aſtoniſhing to me that 
you. ſhould not acknowledge 
thetlivine miſſion of a perſon, 
who. hath wrought ſo amaz- 
ing a miracle upon me 

31 It is certain that God 
will not give his aſſiſtance and 
ſanction to an impoſtor 
The pious and devout wor- 
ſhipper only enjoys his diſ- 
tinguiſbed favours - 
32 There cannot be a ſingle 
inſtance produced, from the 
foundation of the world, of a 
bad man being able to reſtore 


4 


one who was born blind to 


the uſe of his eyes. 5 
33 If this perſon was not 
a divine meſſenger, he could 
never work a miracle. 
34 This highly incenſed 
them, and they ſaid Thou 
art a vile abandoned ſinner, 
and doſt thou preſume to in- 
ſtruct us? — They then or- 
dered him to be excommuni- 
cated. 

33 Jeſus heard of the ſen- | 
tence, they had paſſed upon 
him, and finding him ſome 
time afterwards in the tem- 


Pl, faid' to him—Doſt thou 


elieve on the Meſſiah, the 
ſon of God ? 


| 36 He anſwered — Inform | 


-. ty + 0 H N. EK 
INE, Sir! who is the Meſfaah, 


that I may acknowledge and 
embrace him? 


32 


37 Jeſus ſaid to ns 


He, whom you have formerly 
ſeen, and with whom you are 


now converſing, is the . 
ſon. 

38 Upon bearing this, the 
man cried out 
edge your divine authority 
— and he proſtrated himſelf 
at his feet. s 

39 Jeſus then ſaid — My 
coming into the world is the 
great teſt to try and diſcri- 
minate mankind — My doc- 
trines will infuſe the pureſt 
and divineſt light into the 
minds of the unenlightened 
but envelop the minds 
of thoſe who value themſelyes 


upon their ſuperior light, in 


gloom and darkneſs. 

40 The Phariſees, who ſtood 
by and heard theſe words, ſaid 
— Do you judge our minds 
to be covered with this thick 
and impenetrable darkneſs ? 

41 Jeſus ſaid — Were you 
deprived of light and all op- 
portunities of knowing your 
duty, you would be innocent 
but boaſting your ſuperior 
light, and yet not diſcerning 
the proofs of my miſſion, 
renders your guilt to the laſt 
degree aggravated and inex- 


culable. 
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| > H Ar. X. 
AF TER this Jeſus 
addreſſed to them 


| the following diſcourſe — I 
aſſure you in the moſt ſo- 


temn manner, That he who 


doth not regularly enter | 
through the door into the | 
ſheep-fold, but climbs over | 


the fence in an indirect and | 


clandeſtine manner, ſhews 
that he hath an evil and wick- 
ed deſign againſt the flock. 
2 For the true ſhepherd, 
in the face of day, directly 
enters through the door into 
the incloſure. 8 
3 For him the goor-keeper 
- unlocks the gate — and the 
, theep, pleaſed with his well 
known voice, flock around 
him—Theſe he careſſes with 
affectionate tenderneſs, fond- 
ly calls them by their reſpec- 
tive names, and leads them 
to verdant paſtures. 
4 And while he is conduct- 
them to rich and fertile 
fi ds, they chearfully follow 
him, obedient to his call, and 
delighted with his accuſtom- 
ed voice. 
5 But the guidance of a 
ſtranger they refuſe, and a- 
bandon him by the moſt 


ä W ä are | 
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Chap. * 
frighted and alarmed at his 


unknown voice. 

6 The above figurative 
diſcourſe Jeſus delivered to 
them, but they did not com- 
prehend its moral and deſign, 

7 Jeſus then reſumed the 
ſubject and ſaid Be aſſured 
that I am the door of God's 
 ſheepfold. 

8 All my immediate pre- 
deceſſors, who ſuperintended 
the flock, were perſons of the 
moſt immoral characters, and 
the ſheep refuſed their direc- 
tion. 

9 I am the door of God's 
ſheepfold—He, who through 
me gains admiſſion into the 


incloſure ſhall for ever enjoy 


es 
conſult their ſafety 


undiſturbed tranquillity and 
ſafety, and range at pleaſure 
over the moſt extenſive and 
delectable paſtures. 

10 The thief ſkulks about 
the fold ſolely with a deſign 
pillage, butcher, and de- 
the flock —I came to 
and wel- 
fare, and for ever to fave them 
from perdition. 

11 I am the good ſhep- 
herd—A good ſhepherd heſi- 
tates not to expoſe his life to 
the moſt imminent dangers 
to reſcue and ſave his flocks. # 

12 But a n one 


a ths alluſion to FS cuſtom * the Jewiſh ſhepherds who had names = 4 


| their ſheep. 
Pfu,” £8 


vw ho 


ede. 


. who is not the proprietor of 


the flock, and who intereſts 
nor himſelf in its preſervation, | 
as ſoon as he ſees the wolf 
ruſh upon the ſheep and 
ſpread deſtruction around 


him, flies with the moſt pre- | 


cipitate haſte from them, and 
leaves them ſcattered and de- 
fenceleſs, to his inſatiable 
fury. 


13 In this dreadful fitua- 


tion the mercenary deſerts 
the ſheep — becauſe he hath 
no concern for the ſafety of 
the flock — his only concern, 
is for the wages he receiveth. 

14 I am the good ſhepherd 
l know every individual 
of my flock, and my flock 
knows me, 


15 juſt as the Father inti- 


mately knows me, and as I 
know the Father —And ſuch 
is the ardent affection I bear 
my ſheep, that I chearfully 
ſhed my blood to fave them 


from deſtruction. 


16 And think not this | 


fold contains all my ſheep 
I have other flocks, which 
will obey my call, and which 
I will collect, and incorporate 
with this—So that there ſhall 
be one common fold, and one 
common 3 

17 It is for this that the 
Deity condeſcends to make 
me the object of his diſtin- 
guiſhed affection and love — 
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| becauſe I voluntarily ſurren- 
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der up my life for mankind, 
which I know I ſhall reſume 
with infinite advantage. 
18 It is not ſuperior force 
that wreſts it from me by 
compulſion—the facrifice ig 
free and yoluntary — I have 
power to devote myſelf to 
death — I have power to re- 


| cover myſelf to life This 


power hath been freely g given 
me by the Deity. 

19 This diſcourſe produced 
great and violent debates a- 


mong the Jews. 


29 > For ſome faid — Cer- 
tainly the man is diftrafted! 
How can you- attend to the 
wild extravagancies of a mad- 
man! a 
21 Others gad —fuch doe 
trines and diſcourſes as theſe 
are not the effuſions of diſor- 
dered intelle&ts—— Can dif- 
ordered intellects enable a 


man to reſtore fight to the 
blind! 


$—22 THE ; "wi now ce- 


lebrated the Dedication of the 


temple — This grand aniver- 
fary happened in the depth of 
winter. 

23 At this feſtival, as Teſus 
was walking in Solomon's 
portico, _ - 

24 the Jews came about! 
him, and faid — Flow long 
will you 2 us in this cruel 
ſuſpenſe? — It you really are 

3 2 the 
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the Meſtiah, aſſert it in plain 
and explicit terms. 

25 Jeſus ſaid to them! 
have told you again and a- 
gain who I am, and you will 
not credit me—I appeal to 


my miracles—The operations 


I] am empowered by my fa- 
ther to perform, give the 
moſt ſolemn ſanction and at- 
teſtation to my character. 

26 But this ſtrong and re- 


peated evidence you reject 
becauſe, as I have often al- 


ſured you, you are not pol- 
ſeſſed of that ingen uous, can- 
did, and ſincerely virtuous 


diſpoſition, with which my | 


flock is endowed. 

27 For my ſheep are obe- 
dient to my call I regard 
them with tenderneſs as my 
beloved property — They 
chearfully follow me where- 
ever I conduct them. 

28 I will reſcue them from 
eternal deſtruction, and be- 
ſtow upon them eternal life 
or ſhall any force and vio- 
lence ever wreſt them from 
my protection. 

29 The Deity, who orig1- 
nally engaged them to col- 
let and compoſe my flock, 
is poſſeſſed of infinite and un- 
controulable power — None 
can oppoſe his will, and tear 
them out of his hands. 


of Ir sus Chap. x. 


30 To effect this great de- 
ſign [ and the Deity are unit- 
ed together by the firmeſt 
mutual ties. 

31 At this the rage of the 
Jews knew no bounds they 
took up ſtones, being deter- 
mined to ruſh upon him and 
murder him. 

32 Jeſus ſaid to them—To 


confirm to you my miſſion 


from the ſupreme Father of all 
worked many beneficent 
miracles among you for 
which of theſe is it that you 
are determined to ſhed my 
blood ? | 
33 The Jews replied — It 
is not for any beneficent mi- 
| racle that you have perform- 
ed, that we intend to puniſh 
you with death—]:t is 71 the 
horrid blaſphemy you have 
uttered, and for your impi- 
ous arrogance, that you a 
vain mortal ſhould aſſert 
yourſelf to be a Gd. 
34 Jeſus ſaid to them- 
Are not magiſtrates in your | 
ſacred books called Gods ? 
35 Now © ſince eminent 
perſons highly favoured of 
the Almighty are expreſsly 
called Gods in the ſcriptures, 
which are deemed the oracles 
and ole ſtandard of truth, 
36 can you conſiſtently be 
exaſperated at Me, whom the 


d Their real 1 was to accuſe him to the Romant, if FA alerted it, 


c 80 1 frequently ſignifies with an Indicative, 


4 


Deity 


Chap. l. 
Deity hath honoured with 
ſuch an exalted and diſtin- 
guiſhed dignity, and dele- 
gated to be the meſſenger of 
his will to mankind, for aſ- 
ſuming the title of the Son of 
G % 

37 If I do not the miracles 
which a divine meſſenger 
might be juſtly expected to 

erform, do not credit me. 

38 But if I do- tho' you 
are not diſpoſed to credit me 
on my on authority, yet let 
the operations themſelves con- 
vince you, what a cloſe and 
intimate union ſubſiſts be- 
tween the Deity and me. 

9 At this their rage kind- 
led afreſh, and they attempt- 
ed to apprehend him by force 
but Jeſus eluded their rage, 
and made his eſcape from 
them, 

40 and paſſing over the ri- 
ver Jordan he went to the 
place where John formerly 
baptized, and there reſided 
ſome time. 

41 Hither great W 


reſorted to hear his inſtructi- 
ons, and ſaid — John indeed 


worked no miracles, but every 
circumſtance, which John 
related concerning this per- 
ſon, hath proved true. 

42 Here great numbers 
were Convinced that he was 
the Meſſiah. | 


4 In order thac there 
family. 
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CHAP. Xl. | 
I WW HEE Jeſus conti- 
nued in this coun- 
try, a certain friend of his 
called Lazarus, an inhabitant 
of Bethany, the brother of 
Martha and Mary, fell ſick. 

2—— This Mary was the 
perſon, who anointed our 
Lord with that coſtly per- 
fume, and who wiped away 
the tears, with which ſhe 
bedewed his feet, with her 
hair 

3 The two ſiſters, there- 
fore, diſpatched a meſſenger 
to Jeſus, to inform him, 
That the perſon, for whom 
he had ſo tender a regard, 
was very aan indiſ- 
poſed. 

4 When Jeſt us received the 
meſſage he ſaid— This ſick- 
neſs, under which he la- 
bours, will not terminate in 
death-lt is permitted. in or- 
der that the omnipotence of 


God may be gloriouſly diſ- 


played, and that it may af- 
ford the ſon of man a public 
opportunity of exerting his 


miraculous power, and con- 


firming his divine miſſion, 
5 Jeſus regarded all this 
93 with diſtinguiſhed af- 


fection. 


6 But notwithſtanding his 


as | affectionate eſteem and Jove 


for them, he ſtayed * two days 


mjght be no ſuſpicion of a colluſion with the 
mM | 


longer 
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longer in the place where the 
meſſenger found him. 

7 After this time was ex- 
pired he ſaid to his diſciples 
Wet us return into Judæa. 
8 The diſciples alarmed at 
ſo unexpected a propoſal, 
ſaid — Can you think, Sir! 
of returning into this coun- 
try, after the Jews have 
made ſo many attempts to 
murder you? | W 

9 Jeſus replied—Are there 
not twelve hours in the day, 
and doth not the fun illumi- 
nate the path of him, who 
ſedulouſly huſbands and im- 
proves them? 
10 But he who defers his 
labours to the unſeaſonable 
hours of night, finds himſelf 
deprived of the uſeful beams 
of night, and ſurrounded 
with ' uncomfortable dark- 
neſs, which will impede and 
entirely fruſtrate the in- 
tended diſcharge of his 
duty. ; 
11 After he had ſpoken 
theſe words, he {aid to them 
Lazarus, our COMMON 
friend, is now ſunk. into re- 
poſe, but I am going to a- 
wake him. 
12 The diſciples ſaid—— 


Sir! the circumſtance you 


mention of his being thrown ] 


into a ſoft and protound re- 
foſe is an happy indication 
of his ſpeedy recovery. 


13 Jeſus by repoſe meant | 


of J=sus. Chap. xi, 
the repoſe of death—but they 


did not interpret his words 
in this ſenſe. : 5 
14 When Jeſus found they 
miſunderſtood him, he told 
them plainly that Lazarus 
had breathed his laſt. 
15 And I am very glad 
upon your account, he add- 
ed, that I was not at Betha- 
ny at the time of his illneſs 


for his death will redound to 


the confirmation of your faith 
in me—Let us, however, go 
to him, Mid 4-2 | 
16 Thomas called Didy- 
mus then turned to his fellow 
diſciples and ſaid Let us ac- 
company our maſter into Ju- 
dæa As he ruſhes into cer- 
tain death let us voluntarily 
ſhare it with him. 
17 Upon his arrival in the 
neighbourhood of Bethany, 
he was informed that Lazar- 
us had been interred. four 
days. J e 
5 — 18 Now as Bethany 
was but about two miles from 
Jeruſalem, . 
19 a great number of the 
citizens were come to pay a 
mournful viſit to the two diſ- 
conſolate ſiſters, and to con- 
dole with them the loſs of 
their . Le 16h. rs 
20 Soon as Martha heard 
that Jeſus was on the road, 
ſhe haſted to meet him but 
her 2 5 ſtayed in the houſe 
withWe company. 
431 When 


Chap. xi. 
21 When Martha ſaw Je. 
ſus ſhe ſaid to him 


you, Sir! come ſooner 1 


ſhould not have loſt my dear 
| the great prophet was come, 


brother ! 

22 But even yet, tho? you 
have delayed ſo long, what- 
ever favour you implore the 
Almighty to beftow, I am 
perſuaded he will not deny 
v0 
23 Jefus ſaid to her Vour 
brother ſhall be reſtored to 


life. 
24 I believe, replied Mar- 


tha, he will be reſtored to 


life at the general reſurrec- 
tion. 


e Jef ſaid to her am 


the author of the reſurrection, 
and the donor of immortality 
—He who is convinced that 
Iam a divine meſſenger, and 
obeys my doctrines, tho' he 
die, he ſhall one day be raiſ- 
ed to the poſſeſſion of eternal 
life; 

26 and every ſincere pro- 
feſſor of my religion, who is 
living at my ſecond coming, 
ſnall never feel the ſtroke of 
death to all eternity *— 
| lieveſt thou theſe tfuths ? 


27 I believe, Sir! the re- 


plied, that you are the great 
Meſſiah, the illuftrious ſon 
of God, whoſe coming the 
antient prophets predicted. 


Be- 
| who were with her diflolved 


h Foun. 


— Had | 


| 


| Ja 

28 After the had ſaid this, 
ſhe went, as Jeſus had deſir- 
ed her, to her ſiſter, and in a 
low voice, informed her, that 


and wanted to ſee her. 

29 When ſhe heard this, 
ſhe roſe up that moment, and 

haſted to meet him. 1 
30 Jeſus had not proceed- 
ed further towards the vil- 
lage, but ſtopped in the place 
where Martha at firſt met 
him. | 
31 When the company, 
who were with her and had 
come to.conlole her grief, per- 
ceived with what 3 
got up and left the room 
they all concluded that ſhe 
was gone to the grave to 
r a flood of tears over her 
deceaſed brother and ac- 
cordingly they followed her. 
32 When Mary was come 


up to Jeſus, ſhe proſtrated 


| herſelf at his feet and ſaid — 
| Had you been pleaſed, Sir! 
to have come ſooner I ſhould 
not have loſt my dear brother! 

33 When Jeſus ſaw her 
bathed in tears, and the Jews, 


in a flood of grief, the mourn- 
ful ſcene affected him with 
the ſtrongeſt ſympathy and 
 forrow; 


34 He aſked where cher 


e But ſhould, by a ſoft tranſitions be made 3 2 dying. 


St. Paul aſſerts the ſame doctrine, 1 Theſ. iv. 17. 
1 4 


had 
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had laid his remains — They 
ſaid, Pleaſe, Sir! to n 


us to the place. i 

E Jeſus burſt into a flood 
of tears. 

36 The Jews, ſeeing the 
tears ſtream from his eyes, 
faid to one another How 
tenderly. did he love the de- 
ceaſed! 1 

37 But others among them 
ſaid, with a ſarcaſtical ſneer 
Could not this perſon, who 
lately performed ſuch a mi- 
racle upon the blind man, 
have prevented his beloved 
friend from dying! 
38 This their incredu— 
lity affected Jeſus and filled 
him with great emotion - 
Arriving at the monument, 
which was dug in the rock, 
and had its entrance blocked 
i; with a large ſtone, F 

29 Jeſus Taid — Remove 


ab ſtone — Martha the ſiſter ] 


of the deceaſed faid—By this 
time, Sir! his corpſe muſt 
be very offenſive, for it is 
four days os his inter- 
ment. 9795 

40 Jeſus a to her Did 
not 4 aſſure you that if you 
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divine. meſſenger, ' you would 


were convinced that I was a 


i | 8 ſignifies one, who 
Four days, and muſt here refer not 
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Chap. xi. | 


ſee the power of God: * 


ouſly exerted ? 


41 They then 90000 the 
ſtone from the mouth of the 
tomb — After which Jeſus 


ſolemnly lifted up his eyes to 


heaven and ſaid — Almighty 
Father, I thank thee that 


thou haſt heard my prayer, 


and granted my requeſt. 

42 J am conſcious that thou 
art ever ready to beſtow the 
favours I implore - But I have 
preferred this public and ſo- 
lemn addreſs to thee, in or- 
der that the ſurrounding mul- 
titude may be convinced that 
this miracle is worked by a 


divine power, and that I am 
thy meſſenger. 


43 Having offered * 
prayer, he cried out with a 
loud and ſtrong voice — La- 
zarus! come forth! 

44 That moment che corpſe 
came forth, ſwathed as it was 
with linen rollers, and the 
face muffled up in a napkin, 
according to the Jewiſh rites of 
| ſepulpture—Jeſus ſaid to the 
ſpectators — Diſengage him, 
and give him free liberty to 
walk *. 22 ˖ 


has . in any ſlate or place 
to his death, but to his interment. 
On the fourth day they arrived 


at the confines. Aen. Cyrop. p. 266. Hutchinſon, 8 VO. Fs Axetardparty 
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Died. Siculus, p. 167, 
For he could not wal for the rollers. 


Edit. Rhodum. 
Being '#n/tantaneouſly. reſtored 


to his former health and ſtrength, he made a ſhift to throw himſelf out of 
my tomb. Dr, Benſon's Sermons. | Sermon i. ä 


45 By 


Chap. xi. 
45 By this miracle, many 
of the Jews, who were come 
to conſole the mourning ſiſ- 
ters, being ſpectators of the 
divine power that Jeſus now 
exerted, were convinced that 
he was the Meſſiah. 
46 Some, however, who 
were preſent on this occaſion, 
went directly to the Phariſees, 
and gave them a minute de- 
tail of the whole tranſaction. 
47 The high prieſts and 
Phatiſces, receiving this ac- 
count, .convened a general 
council — in which they de- 
liberated how they ſhould act 
in the preſent conjuncture, 
and what meaſures they ſnould 
obſerve towards a man who 
performed ſo many aſtoniſn- 
ing operations. 

48 If we, ſaid they, tamely 
ſuffer him to go on in this 
manner, unmoleſted, the 


whole nation will become 


his converts, and conſtitute 
him their leader and ſove- 
reign— which will draw upon 
us the reſentment of the Ro- 
mans, and provoke them to 
deprive us fn ever of all our 
r civil and ſacred. 

49 Then Caiaphas, who was 
chat year high prieſt, ſtood up 
and ſpoke — You all appear 
to be perfect ſtrangers to the 
true intereſts of your country. 
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ſhould not reflect that it is 
highly expedient that the life 
of one individual ſhould be 
facrificed for the public uti- 
lity, rather than that the whole 
community ſhould be 1 


endangered. 


51 Theſe words; which the 
high prieſt now pronounced, 
may be interpreted in a pro- 
phetic ſenſe a ſenſe indeed 
which he himſelf never in- 
tended and may be under · 
ſtood as a declaration from 
the mouth of the high prieſt 
himſelf, That Jeſus was to 
fall a ſacrifice for the good of 


the —_— community. 
— 


1» — 


But it was not merely 
for — benefit of the Jewiſh 
community that Jeſus ſub- 
mitted to death, but in or- 
der that the pious and vir- 
tuous diſperſed in every na- 
tion might be collected to- 
gether, and formed into one 
common ſociety. | 

53 From that day 4 0 en- 
tered into a reſolution to n 
him to death. 5 

54 Jeſus, therebabgt con- 
ſcious of their ſanguinary de- 


ſigns did not any longer pub- 


lickly travel about the city, 
but removed to the borders 
of the wilderneſs, and reſid- 
ed, along with his diſciples, 
in a town called Ephraim. 


9p I am aſtoniſhed pou! 


|=: $4656 


TE Jewiſh paſſo- 


a Theſe are the words of the Ryangelift, 


ver 


| he apprehended. 


table, Mary took a po 
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ver now approached—before 


the actual commencement of 
which ſolemnity great num- 
bers, as was cuſtomary, re- 
paired, from all parts of Ju- 
dæa, to the capital, to puri- 
fy themſelves. 

56 This great concourie 
of people, meeting together 
in the temple, made anxious 
enquiries after Jeſus, and 
aſked one another, If they 
knew he intended to abſent 
himſelf from the approaching 
feſtival. 

57 For the high prieſts 
and Phariſees aſſembled in 
council had iſſued out a pub- 
nie proclamation— That if | 
any perſon knew where he 
was, he ſhould immediately 
diſcover him, that he might 


"CHAP. XII. 


18 IX days before the paſ- 
chal folemnity Jeſus 


mime: to Bethany, where La- 
zarus, whom he had lately 
raiſed to life, reſided. 

2 The family, therefore, 
made a great entertainment | 
for him at which Martha 
waited, but Lazarus fat down 
with the reſt of the company. 


3 But while they were at 
und of 
extremely rich and coſtly per- 

fume, which ſhe diffuſed o- 


ver the feet of Jeſus, as he 
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was reclining on the couch, 
and then ſhe wiped them with 
her hair With the odour of 
this valuable and fragrant per- 
fume the whole hou lc was 
filled. thy 's 

4 Judas Iſcariot, the oo | 
of Simon, who afterwards 
betrayed him, ſeeing we ac- 
tion, ſaid-— 

5 — Ought this rich per. 
fume to have been laviſhed 
in this manner? — Ought it 
not rather to have — ſold 
for three hundred denarii, and 
the money diſtributed wy 
the poor! 

6 He faid this, not that 
he had any concern for the 
poor—but this language was 
the dictate of an avaricious 
heart — for being appointed 


| purſe-bearer to Jeſus and his 


diſciples, he uſed to convert 
ſome of the money m_—_— 
to his own private uſe. | 
7 Jeſus ſaid - Let not her 
add fill you with indig- 
nation I conſider this per- 
fume ſne hath now beſtowed 
on my perſon in the light of 
funeral honours paid to me. 

8 For poor objects you will 
always have around you 
but 1 ſhall continue with you 
but a very ſhort time. 

$—9 Ween the common 
people received information 


that Jeſus was at Bethany 


they flocked thither in prodi- 
en crowds not attracted 


only 
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only by a curioſity, to ſee Je- 
ſus, but to ſee Lazarus, whom 
he had raiſed to life. 

10 The high prieſts, there- 
fore, formed a reſolution to 
murder Lazarus too 
Il becauſe ſuch numbers 
were convinced that Jeſus 
was a divine meſſenger by the 
miracle he had performed in 
reanimating his dead body. 
812 Tae day after this, 

a prodigious multitude, who 
had come from all parts to 


celebrate the feſtival, being 


informed that Jeſus was on 
the road to Jeruſalem, _ 

13 took branches of palm 
trees, and went in ſolemn 
proceſſion to meet him 
piercing the air with joyful 
acclamations, and ſhouting— 
Hoſannah, Bleſſed is the great 
ſovereign of Iſrael, who now 
comes inveſted with the full 
power and authority of Je- 
hovah |! tact: 

14 Jeſus advanced towards 
the city, riding upon a young 
ak—by which circumſtance 
the following antient predic- 
tion was verified: 
15 © Indulge, O daughter 
of Sion, the higheſt tranſports 
of joy — for thy king is ap- 
proaching thy gates, ſitting 
on the foal of an aſs.” | 
16 The diſciples did not 


ty June 
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of this pomp and magnifi- 
cence with which Jeſus was 
uſhered into the city — but 
after his aſcenſion. they un- 
derſtood that theſe circum 
ſtances, had been expreſsly 
foretold by the prophets. 
17 The people, who were 
along with him, when he 
called Lazarus from thetomb, 
and inſtantaneouſly reſtored 
him to life, in the moſt pub- 
lic manner atteſted this mi- 
racle: at Tye 
18 And the accounts, which 
were univerſally propagated 


| of this ſtupendous tranſaction 


were the principal reaſon that 
induced the multitude to 
flock in ſuch numbers out of 
the eity to meet him, and to 
eſcort him thither with ſuch 
magnificent pomp and loud 
acclamations. 85 

19 But the Phariſees, en- 
raged beyond meaſure at the 


| honours that were paid him 


on this occaſion, ſaid one to 
another—Do not you ſee that 
all our meaſures to cruſh this 
impoſtor are of no avail ? <» 
Behold | the whole world is 
collected about him! 
8 —20 THERE were then 
in the city ſome devout 
Greeks, who had travelled 


up to ſolemnige the feſtival, 


then comprehend the reaſon 


i Emblems and in/ignia of victory and triumph, 


and to pay their religious 
adoration. 7 TH 0 


21 Theſe 


* 


21 Theſe ſtrangers waited 
upon Philip, who came from 
Bethſaida a town in Galilee, 
and earneſtly begged they 
might, by his means, have 
lunſhaken reſolution — for to 
the ſame bleſſed ſeats, to which 


an interview with Jeſus. 
22 Philip acquainted An- 


drew with chis requeſt they 
both waited upon Jeſus, and 
told him what favour they 


were deſired to ſolicit of him. 


23 When Jeſus heard this 
perition of the Greeks, he 


faid—Now 1s the time arriv- 
ed, when the ſon of man ſhall 
be diſtinguiſhed with the moſt 
illuſtrious honours *. 


24 Be aſſured, That if a 
grain of wheat, that is bu- 
do |1 


ried in the cultivated ſoil, 
not die, it is impoſſible the 


principles of vegetation ſhould | 
take place but if, when it is 
admitted into the ground, it 


is corrupted and diſſolved, it 


will yield an ample and copi- 

Soon as he had ſaid this, 2 
voice from the ſky articulat- 
ed theſe words — I have, by 


ous produce. 


25 He, who is Saen by 


mean and wicked compliances 


to ſave his life, ſhall loſe it to 
all eternity but he, who will 
chearfully loſe life rather than 
violate his conſcience and du- 
yn to me, ſhall in a Laan 


The Hiſtory of Jesus 


| ſtate. recover it with infinite 
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advantage. 

26 He hes is powerfully 
diſpoſed to ſerve me, let him 
follow me with a ſteady and 


I aſcend, ſhall he be admitted 
— All my faithful and virtu- 
ous ſervants will my Father 
alſo reward with diſtinguiſhed 
honours. 

27 My mind is greatly a- 
larmed and ſhocked at the 


| view of my impending ſuffer- 


ings——1 am involved in the 


| moſt cruel and perplexing 


difficulties — Merciful God! 
avert from me the approach- 
ing horrors of death—but I 
check myſelf—for to " __ 
this I came into the world. 
28 Almighty Father! I re- 
fign myſelf to thy will! Do 
thou conſult the glorious ends 
of thy moral government 


thee, gloriouſly conſulted, and 


wille continue to conſult, the 


great ends of my government. 
29 The crowds who ſur- 
rounded 2 880 es this 


1 7% the red of the Heathens. 
1 All 


1 Gentiles. 


40g to his death and ręſurrection, Bp” the FO ee of 


n For had not Chriſt died, Chriſtianity would have been cruſhed in 


its in fancy. 


M8 © 4 his n aſcenſion, effuſion of the > 52g 


voice 
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lt was thunder — others, 
who heard the words more 
plainly, declared—Tt was an 
Angel that ſpoke to him. 


30 Jeſus ſaid to them — 
This heavenly voice was not 
uttered ſo much on my ac- 
count as upon yours — that 


you might be convinced that 
1 am a divine meſſenger. 


31 Now is the immorality 
of the world going to be con- 
demned and deſtroyed—Now 


is its great Sovereign going 
to be dethroned | | 


32 When I am elevated 
above the carth, I will at- 
tract all nations to me by my 


powerful influence. 

33 By his elevation above 
the earth he alluded to the 
particular circumſtances of his 
death, 

34 The multitude replied 


— Our ſacred books inform 
us that the Meſſiah is never 
to die, but to continue with 


us for ever — What induces 


you, therefore, to ſay that 


the ſon of man mult be ele- 
vated from the earth? 
Who js this ſon of man? 

35 Jeſus ſaid to them — 


The light you now enjoy will 


continue with you but a very 
ſhort time — Be diligent in 
making the beſt ule of its 


Jupiter, he means he Pagan mythology. 


by Jonn. 


voice indiſtin&tly, ſome ſaid 


| happineſs 
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beams, while they are indulg- 
ed to you, before the gloom 
of darkneſs ſeize and envelop 
you — For he who hath ſuf- 
fered the horrors of darkneſs 
to overtake him, knoweth 
not the path he treads, or 
whither his uncertain ſteps 
will conduct him. | 
36 While, therefore, this 
light is diffuſed around you, 
be perſuaded that it is de- 
rived from a divine and hea- 
venly ſource, and it will il- 
luminate and guide you to 
- When he-had 
finiſhed this diſcourſe he pri- 
vately retired from them. 
37 But notwithſtanding all 
he demonſtrations of divine 
power which he exhibited 


before them in the moſt pub- 


lic manner, they obſtinately 
perſiſted in their infidelity. - 

38 So that the following 
prediction of Ifaias was ac- 
compliſhed—*< O Lord! how 
few have been convinced by 
all the proofs that have been 
publickly diſplayed ! How 
tew have acknowledged the 
divine hand in the miraculous 
power that hath been ex- 
ertad ! 

39 Their abandoned vices 
and depraved minds rendered 
it morally impoſſible they 
ſhoulg receive him as a Alwine 


teacher 
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teacher — for their profligate 
diſpoſitions are again juſtly 
deſcribed by Ifaias. 

40 © The eyes of this peo- 
ple are totally obſcured oe 
prejudice——their reafoning 

wers are entirely blunted 


y prepoſſeſſion ſo that they | 


have neither the faculties of 
feeing, hearing, or under- 
ſtanding, to beſtow on any 
_— that hath a tendency 
roduce a general refor- 
mn and amendment of | 
life among them.” 
41 Theſe clear expreſs pre- 
dictions Iſaias uttered, when 


he had the future ſcenes of 
the Meſſiah's glory ſtrongly | 
lieve my doctrines, and be 


diſpla ed before his mind. 

42 Soc however ?, even of 
the moſt eminent perſonages, c 
notwithſtanding their general 
rejection of him, there were 
many who were convinced 
that he had a divine commiſ- 


ſion but for fear of the im- 


—— reſentment of the 
hariſees, they durſt not 


nly acknowledge their 
perſuaſions, leſt they ſhould 
be excommunicated. 


43 For they choſe rather 
to continue in the reputation 
and efteem of men, than 
from a principle of truth and 
conſcience to promote the ho- 
nour of God and the cauſe of 


true religion. 
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844 AFTER this Jeſus 
raiſed his voice and ſaid—He, 
who believes me to have a di- 
vine commiſſion, may more 
properly be ſaid to believe in 
that Being, from whom I re- 
ceived it. 

45 He who ſeeth the di- 
vine power J exert, ſeeth the 
operations of Him who ſent 
me. 

46 I deſcended from hes 
ven to illuminate the world 
that every one, who be- 
lieves me to be delegated from 
God, might not remain for 
ever in gloomy and impene- 
trable darkneſs. 

47 But if any one diſbe- 


determined not to be convin- 
ced—1 will not at preſent con- 
demn and puniſh him—for I 
deſcended on earth not to 
condernn, but fave, man- 
kind. 
48 He, who wittully re- 
jets me and mine inſtructions, 
ſhall not however paſs uncon- 
demned —— The doctrines, 
which I have'delivered, ſhall 


at the general reſurrection con- 


demn him, and greatly ag- 
gravate his guilt and his _ 
-niſhment, © 
49 becauſe the inſtructions, 
I have delivered, were not 


the dictates of mine own wif- 


dom or inculcated by mine 
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Own 
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own authority — but the ſu- 

reme Father, who originally 
commiſſioned me to teach 
mank ind, gave me the moſt 
explicit and particular injunc- 
tions, what I ſhould deliver, 
and what truths I ſhould re- 
veal : | , 
50 And as 1 am conſcious 
that the doctrines he hath 
commiſſioned me to teach are 
the conditions of eternal life, 
ſo do I propoſe to mankind, 
with the greateſt fidelity, theſe 


1 


Father hath appointed me to 
publiſh. | 


CHAP. XIII. 


42 brated the paſchal fo- 
lemnity, Jeſus, who knew 
that the time was now arriv- 
ed, when he ſhould quit this 
world and return to the Fa- 
ther, thought proper to ex- 
preſs to his diſciples that ar- 
dent and affectionate love, 
which he had ever maintain- 


ed for them from the time he 


elected them to the final pe- 
riod of his life. 


2 An office, which was performed by the meaneſt ſlaves. Exe, 92 ET 
When it was now time to ſup, and the 


x41 uv Semvs. nv. 7. X. 
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divine precepts, which my | 


EFORE they cele- 


. 
2 For Judas Iſcariot, the 
ſon of Simon, had already 
been inſtigated by the diabo- 
lical wickedneſs of his heart 
to form a deſign of delivering 
him into the hands of his 
enemies. AL 0 
3 jeſus being conſcious 
that the Father had entruſted 
him with the moſt extenſive 
power and authority, that he 
originally deſcended from him, 
and was now very ſhortly to 
return to him Nl 
4 roſe abruptly from table, 
when the paſchal ſupper was 
now ready, ſtripped off his 
upper garment, and girded 
himſelf with a towel, like a 
ſervant. | 0 
5 He then poured water 
into a baſon, and began to 
waſh his diſciples * feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel, 
which he had tied about him, 
6 But when, proceeding in 
a regular order, he came to 
Simon Peter, he ſaid to him 
—Sir! do you debaſe your- 
ſelf to waſh my feet! 
7 Jeſus faid to him —Yor 
do not as yet underſtand the 


intention of this action after 


maſter of the veſſel had got ready what accommodations he could provide; 
Phaonius, ſeeing Pompey, for want of attendants, begin to waſh himſelf, 
bathly ran to him, and performed for him all thoſe menial offices which 
ſlaves perform to their matters, even to the waſhing of his feet: 994 
$romoras Pero pe pi riyins Tod\or, Plutarch Pompey. Edit. Gr. 


Steph. 8v0. p. 1203. 


I have 


I have performed it upon all 
Iwill acquaint you with its 
n 
9 Peter replied Lou ſhall 
neyer perform this humble 
ſervile office to me — Jeſus 
ſaid If you refuſe to ſubmit 
to it, you will have no claim 
to the character of my diſ- 
"© "ITEM 4: x4 wu 
9 Simon anſwered — Do 


not then, Sir! merely waſh 


my feet, but my hands, and 
my head. | 


10 Jeſus replied — As he, 


who comes out of a bath, 
hath his whole perſon clean, 
except only his feet, which 


contracts filth by treading on 


the ground — ſo are you my 
diſciples clean, but not all of 


you. 


11 For he knew the perſon, 


who intended to betray him 


It was from his perfect 
knowledge of his wickedneſs 
that he now ſaid - you are not 
all clean... + - e 
12 After he had waſhed all 
his diſciples feet, he put on 
his cloaths, and reſumed his 
former ſeat at table — then 


addreſſing himſelf to them, 
thus ſpo 


de — Do you know 
the inſtruction I intended to 
convey to you by this action? 


13 You: honour me. with 
the titles of your - inſtructor 
and maſter—and the ; appel- 
lation is juſt and due to my 
. ⅛¾ -A 

14 If I then your exalted 
inſtructor have demeaned 
myſelf to waſh your feet., 
you ought in like manner to 
condeſcend to perform the 
humbleſt offices, one to an- 
er. e OE 
15 For I have exhibited 
this before you as a pattern, 
what diſpoſitions and conduct 
you ought to obſerve, one 
towards another. * 

16 Suffer me to aſſure you 
that a ſervant ought to prac- 
tiſe that condeſcenſion which 
his lord deigned to practiſe 
— a miniſter, that humility, 
which he who gave him his 


commiſſion himſelf diſplayed. 


17 Since you know your 
duty in this inſtance, happy 
are ye if you practiſe it. 
18 Not that I addreſs theſe 
inſtructions to all —— for I 
know the diſpoſitions of every 
one of you whom I have cho- 
ſen to be my companions — 
I know that to. one of you 
may be dat applied that 
paſſage of ſcripture — He 
that eats with me at one com- 


2 


„ Alexander ſent 100 talents to Phocion. On the arrival of the meſ- 


ſengers Phocion fetched water from a well, and waſhed their fret. _ Amre- 
verre ug Tofag. His performance of ſo ſervile an office gave them 
great pain.” Platarch Phocion, p. 1376. 2 


- 
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\ 
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Peter made a fi ign, that he 
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mon table hath lift up his 


heel againſt me.“ 
19 I thought proper to 


give you previous informa- | 


tion of this treachery, that | 
when it is executed, it may 


ſerve to corroborate your be- 


_ —.— Jam the Meſſiah. 

In ͤ the moſt folemn 
weint I aſſure you, that e- 
very one, who receiveth you, 
in effect receiveth me — and 
he who obeys my inſtructions, 
obeys the will of God who au- 
thorized me to reveal it to 
mankind. 

21 When Jeſus had ſaid 
this, he ſunk into great per- 
turbation and diſtreſs of mind 
— and after ſome time ſaid 


Moſt certainly I know that | 


one of you will treacherouſly 
dehver me into the hands of 
my enemies. 

22 At this declaration they 
were confounded and looked 


with aſtoniſhment, one at an- | 
neceſſary for the 
days of the feſtival—or, that, 


other, not knowing whom 1t 
was he intended. 
23 One of the diſciples, | 
_ whom Jeſus diſtinguiſhed 
with his love, happened then 
to be reclining on his boſom *. 
24 To this perſon Simon 


„ 


would aſk Jeſus who the per- 


ſon was he fixed upon. 


25 This diſciple then whiſ- 
pered Jeſus in the ear, and 
aſked him whom he meant. 

26 Jeſus ſaid in a low 
voice—He, to whom 1 ſhall 
give a morſel of the meat, 
after I have dipped it in the 


ſauce, is the man— He then 


dipped a morſel in the ſauce, 
and gave it to Judas Iſcariot. 

27 After he had received 
this he was fired with reſent- 
ment *, and inſtigated to the 
perpetration of his diabolical 


defigns—Jeſus ſaid t him 


What you intend to do, do it 
immediately. 

28 But none of the reſt of 
the company knew what 1t 
was he ordered Judas to do. 

29 For ſome thought, be- 
cauſe Judas was tlie purſe- 
bearer, that Jeſus had order- 
ed him to purchaſe what was 
enſuing 


he had ordered him to give 
ſomething to the poor. 

30 The moment, there- 
fore, after he had received 
the morſel of meat that Jeſus, 


+ The Hoc at * on che fawn educh, and next to 1. 
- © Becauſe he was conſcious that he was the perſon, and that Feſus knew 


it. 
execution of his perfidy. 


» The Paſſover was celebrated 3 days. 
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This tranſported him with ry and hurried 85 into the immediate 


Exod. xii. 19. 


2 gave 
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fave him, he got up abrupt- | 


ly, and left the room — The 
f night was now advancing. 


31 After he had quitted 
the company, Jeſus ſaid with 
great emotion — Now 1s the 

n 


of man going to be dig- 


nified with the moſt illuftri- 
ous honours — and God hath 


deen eminently ne by 


him. 
32 And ” fince hath 
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at this time 


bern conſpicuouſly honoured 


by his life and actions, God 


will, in return, crown him 


with the moſt diſtinguiſned 
honours——and theſe he will 
voy * ſpeedily confer. 

83 For, my dear compa- 
nions, ſtay with you will 
be but ot a very ſhort conti- 
nuance — You will anxiouſly 


ſeek me, and wiſh for my 


2 among you— but as 
formerly ſaid to the Jews, 


fo I now ſay to you— In- 


to the regions which I viſit, 


| you ſhall not at this time be 
admitted. 


A 
34 A new precept I ſtrict- 


enjoin upon you — Love 
hy "cer Thoſe kind af- 
ons, which I have ever 
expreſſed: towards you, do 
you mutually experts s to each 
op: 
"28 5 If you cultivate and 


FE, with an indicative. 
y He meant the grave.” 


— fs 
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cheriſh that mutual love 
which I recommend to you, 


| you will be univerſally diſtin- 


ouſhed and known for / 
Kalpt | 

36 Simon Peter ſaid te to > kim 
To what place, Sir | do you 
intend to remove? — To. the 
place where I am going, ſaid 
Jeſus, you cannot follow me 
but in ſub- 
ſequent life you | ſhall be en- 
abled to follow me. 

37 But why, reſumed pe- 
ter, am not I permitted not 
to accompany you——l will 
moſt_chearfully lay down my 
life for you. 

38 Will you, replied Je- 
ſus chearfully lay down your 
life for me? —I aſſuredly de · 
clare to you, that before the 
cock crows, you will three 


times, in the moſt ſolemn 


manner aſſert that you never 
was my diſciple. | 


| 


CHAP. XIV. 


UT be not ne 

and dejected at theſe 
approaching ſcenes — Ye be- 
lieve in the Being and provi- 
dence of God, and ye believe 
in my divine miſſion and cha- 
racter. 


2 In my Father's, houl 


3 Alluding to his refurredtion | 


by 6 


are 


Chap. xiv. 
are many * apartments, fitted | 
for the reception of holineſs | 
and virtue — If immortality | 
was a fiction, I would ho- | 
neſtly aſſure you it was but 
I am going to prepare a place 

for you in thoſe happy re- 
gions. 55 

3 And Wen I am 2 
and have prepared a place, 
J will return and receive you 
to be my inſeparable compa- 
nions in future bleſſedneſs— 
and in thoſe happy ſeats, 
where I reſide, you ſhall for 
ever dwell. 

4 The place whither J am 
going you know, and the way 
that conducts to it you know. 
5 Thomas faith to him 
We know not, Sir! the place 
to which you are removing, 
and conſequently how can we 
know the way that leads to 
it? | 

6 Jeſus replied—I am the 
true way that leads to eternal 
life — none can gain acceſs to 
the Father, but : by me, 

7 Did you know my ori- 
ginal, you would have known 
my Father, from whom I de- 
rived it — but now you both | 
know and ſee him. 

8 Philip ſaid to hid 
Favour us with a ſight of the 
ineffable glory of the F ather, | 


N 
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and we ſhall deem this con- 
viction enough. 

9 Jeſus ſaid to Bü- 
I been ſo long converſant, 
among you without your 
knowing my original and de- 
ſcent ? — Philip, be aſſured, 
that he, who hath ſeen me, 
hath in effect ſeen the Father 
Hand how can you ſolicit me 
to ſhow.you the ineffable glory 
of the Father? 

10 Are you not eine 
from the whole of my life, 
that I and my F ather are in- 
timately united in the moſt 
endearing and indiſſoluble 
bonds of affection and con- 
cord? — For the doctrines I 
have delivered to you. are 
not derived from mine own n 
perſonal authority and wik 
dom — All my precepts and 
all my miracles have God for 
their author, and ſolely flow - 
from the efficacious and per- 
manent influence, imparted 
to me by the Deity. | 

11 If you refuſe to credit 
me upon my «wn aſſertion that 
the Deity and myſelf are mu- 
tually connected by the moſt 
intimate ties of conſent and 


| love — yet ſuffer the opera- 


tions I have performed to 
work this conviction in you. 
"22 Let me ſolemnly de: 


the many apartments of the temple. 
is in the firſt Horiſt. See Gn xvi. 7. 


Z 2 


clare 
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clare to you, That every diſ- | 


ciple, who hath an undoubt- 


ed perſuaſion of the truth of | 
my religion, ſhall not only be 


empowered to perform the 
fame miracles I have perform- 
ed, but be enabled, after my 
departure; to exert * greater 
powers than any I have ever 
exhibited. 
13 And whatever miracle 
ou implore the ſupreme Be- 
ing to effect by an authority 
derived from him; if it tend 
to the glory of God and the 
confirmation of the goſpel, it 
ſhall be effected. . 
14 Whenever you ſolicit, 
that any operation may be 
performed by my authority, 


I will empower you to per- 


form it. 
13 If you love me, ſhow 


the genuineneſs of your 


love by a conſcientious re- 


gard to the ae of my 


religion. 


16 If you maintain this 


virtuous fidelity to me, I will 
implore the Deity to befriend 
you—-who will from his in- 


finite goodneſs ſend you an- 


other comforter, to continue 
with you © as long as you 
live. 

7 The heavenly weden. 


» For a beet of this predifilon, fee Acts v. « 17 | Chap. xix. 12. 
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ger I refer to, is the Holy. 
Spirit, the teacher of truth 


whoſe evidences a de- 


praved world will not ad- 


mit, having no virtuous diſ- 
poſitions to difcern, and to 
be convinced by, his opera- 


fluence, for he will continue 
with you, and ſhed his ener- 
gy upon your minds. 


a deſtitute and forlorn con- 


conſole and aſſiſt you. 
19 For tho' in a very ſhort 


world, yet I will not remove 
from you—-for as I riſe to im- 
mortality, you ſhall alſo be 


inheritance. - 

20 After my reſurrection, 
you will be fully convinced 
that I have been inveſted with 
the authority of God, that 


er derived from me, and that 
{1 am the author of thoſe ope- 
rations which you will be en- 
abled to difplay. 

21 But remember that the 


— teſt and proof of, the ge- 


The 


Apoſtles converted more people in one day than all the miracles of Jeſus 


had done. 


© This was addrefled to the diſciples only, Erg Toy aire the: refore 


mialmccellarily have this ſenſe, 


10 


N 


Chap. xiv. | 


tions — But you will have a 
grateful and conſcious. per- 
ſuaſion of his powerful in- 


18 I will not leave you in 


dition—! will ſoon return to 


time I ſhall remove from this 


raiſed ro the ſame glorious 


| you are endowed with a pow- | 


nuineneſs of any perſon? 8 love 


Chap. XIV. 


to me, is a conſtant obedi- | 


, ence to my inſtructions—He 
who thus expreſſes his Jove | 
to me, will ſecure the favour [| 
and complacency of God — 
and ſuch a virtuous diſciple | 

| ſhall be the object alſo of my | 
love, and I will recompente | 
the ſincerity of his affection 

to me by making the cleareſt 
diſcovery of myſelf to him. 
22 Here the apoſtle Jude 

a different perſon from 
Judas Iſcariot — ſaid to him 
— What induces you, Sir! 

to diſcover yourſelf to us, but 
not openly to the public? 

23 Jeſus ſaid to him — If 
a perſon love me, he will ex- 


preſs the ſincerity of his love | 


by an obſervance of my pre- 
cepts — and ſuch a virtuous 
perſon: will my Father love, 
-and we will both conſtantly 
aid and befriend him — and 
with ſuch a mind we will 
ever maintain a 3 in- 
tercourſe. 

24 He who hateth me, 
diſregards and contemns my 
doctrines - tho' the doctrines 
you have heard me deliver 
are not mine, but God's who 
ſent me. 

25 Theſc inſtructions have 
1 freely delivered to you, dur- 
ing the ſhort time that is al- 
lotted me to be perſonally 
| preſent with you. 
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26 But the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit, whom my Fa- 
ther will ſend to you, and in- 
veſt with my authority, will 
communicate to you the moſt 
ſublime andi important truths, 
and enable you diſtinctly and 
clearly to underſtand all the 
inſtructions, which I perſon- 
ally taught you. 

27 1 bid you adieu, wich- 
ing you all divine and hu- 
man happineſs, not in the 4 
unmeaning, ceremonial man- 
ner the world repeats this ſa- 
lutation——Be not dejected, 
diſpel your ſorrows, let not 
the fad proſpect overwhelm 
you 1n deſpair. 

28 For I have fairhfully 
told you, that tho' I leave 
you, I will ſoon return to you 
Did you love me, you 
would be tranſported with 
joy, to think that I am going 
to the ever-bleſſed God, a 
Being ſo tranſcendently ſupe- 
riour to me in dignity and 
greatneſs. 

29 I haye, at this time, 
made theſe expreſs declara- 
tions of my ſpeedy, removal 
from you, in order that, 
when I am removed, they 
may. ſerve as an additional 
confirmation that I am the 
| Meſſiah. - 

30 | fhall not have an op- 

e of a long converla- 


_ © Becauſe js bleſſing would derive upon them every CabQantial feiciry. 


2 3 


tion 


tion with you for I ſhall | 


ſoon be in the hands of my 


wicked perſecutors, who yet 
will not be able to find any 
thing criminal in my life and 
conduct. 

31 But by means of my 
apprehenſion, my innocence 

will be publickly atteſted, 
and my ſtrict conformity, 
throughout the whole of life, 


to the will of my father, will 
be openly known and acknow- 


ledged Come, let us imme- 
diately remove from this 
place. 


CHAP. XV. 
I M religion repreſents 


a vine, of which my 
Father is the proprietor. 

oof Every branch of this 
vine, that is unfruitful, he 
lops off, and every branch 
that bears grapes he careful- 
ly. prunes and dreſſes, that it 
may produce fruit-in more 
copious abundance. 


3 And you have already 


received this culture by means 


of the doctrines in which J 
have inſtructed you. 


4 Let nothing, therefore, 
ſeparate that union, by which | 


you and I are connected to- 
gether —— for as the branch 
cannot bear, but muſt neceſ- 


ſarily wither and die, when 


ſevered from the original ſtock | 
in like manner will you be | 
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Sie the branches 
branch that is firmly connec 
ted to me, and imbibes that 


Chap. xv. 
deprived of all vital influen- 
ces unleſs you continue indiſ- 
ſolubly united to me. 


5 For I am the vine, you 
That 


genial nouriſhment which 1 
ſupply, will produce fruit in 
the richeſt abundance—for if 
all communication be cut aff 
betwixt us, you muſt lan- 
guiſh and die. | 
6 If any branch doth. not 
continue united to me, it 
withers, is cut down, and 
thrown out of the vineyard, 
where it is picked up, caſt 
into the fire, and burnt, — 
7 But if you inſeparably 
adhere to me, and imbibe the 
inſtructions I have communi- 
cated to you, you ſhall not 
meet with a repulſe, what- 
ever miraculous operation 


you unplore me.to effect in 


confirmation of your autho · 
rity. 
8 You will both 3 | 


God, and approve yourſelves 


my genuine diſciples, if, be- 
ing thus cultivated, you pro- 
duce fruit in rich and ample 
abundance. } 

9 Since God hath deigned 
to make you. the objects of 
his love, and J have ever en- 
tertained the .tendereſt affec- 
tion for vou, do you in re- 
turn maintain the ſame invi- 


 olate fidelity and * to me. 
o The 
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the continuance of my love 


to you is the conſtant practice 


of my commandments—as it 


is ſolely by an uniſorm obe- 


dience to the Divine com- 


mands that I have been diſ- 
tinguiſned by the compla- 
cency and love of my Father. 


11 T have given you theſe 

inſtructions, with the pleal- 
ing hope, that I ſhall reap 
the moſt conſummate joy in 
your obedience, 
your joy might alſo be com- 
pleat, and pertect, 

12 All my advice to you 
is virtually compriſed in this 
one capital precept — Love 
one another. with the fince- 
rity, with which I have loved 
o 

13 It is impoſſible there 
can be an higher demonſtra- 


tion of love, than for a per- 


ſon chearfully to ſubmit to 
death for the fake of his 
friends: 

14 yet fach is the andent 
and exalted friendſhip I have 
for you—provided you faith- 


fully diſcharge the duties I 


have enjoined upon you. 
15 I call you not ſervants 


the ſervant is a ſtranger to 


the will of his maſter—bur I 


efteem and honour you as 


my friends, ſince to you I 


the important 
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10 The only way to ſecure | 


and that 


children 


have faithfully as > all 
iſcoveries 


34.3 
Which my aan communi- 
cated to me. | | 

16 It was not you ks 
choſe me your affociate, but 
I ſelected you to be my com- 
panions, and have commiſ- 


ſioned you to publiſh my re- 


ligion in the world, and col- 
lect a great and glorious har- 
veſt of converts to it — in 
confirmation of which; what- | 
ever miraculous power 

earneſtly beg the Almighty 
may be exerted by my au- 


thority, you ſhall be enabled 


to exert it. 

17 Let me repeat it—All 
the rules of my religion are 
ſummarily contained in this 


one precept — Love one an- | 
other. 


18 If the 10 purſue you 
with implacable hatred, you 
know that I your maſter, be- 
fore you, was perſecuted with 
the fame unrelenting rage. 

19 Were your affections 


and defires ſolely affixed. to 


this world, the world would 
careſs you as its genuine 
but ſince your 
principles and views are ele- 
vated above this vain and 
periſhing life, and J have ſe- 
parated you from ſecular af- 
fairs to be my companions, 
knowing the virtuous diſſ 
ſitions by which you weng 
actuated; no wonder that 
you are held in deteſtat on 
| Z 4 by 


— — — ĩ⅛ ͤ b „ — . 
4 


* 
* 
” 


by that depraved world, 
whoſe purſuits you condemn 


| and abhor. 
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20 ͤ Remember the obſer- 
vation I have ſo often repeat- 


ed — That the fervant muſt 
expect no better treatment 


than his maſter hath experi- 


enced For if they have per- 


ſecuted me, they will perſe- 


cute you: if they have* watch- 


ed my words with an inſidious 


deſign to pick out ſomething 
obnoxious, they will alto 
watch your words with the 


ſame captious views. 


21 All theſe injuries and 


ſufferings. they will inflict 


upon you for your attach- 
ment to my cauſe— for theſe 
perſecutions will be excited 
againſt you by thoſe who are 


entire ſtrangers and enemies 
to religion *. 


22 Had I never aids my 
appearance among them, and 
never publiſned the great 


reveal to them, they might 
have pleaded ſomething in 


laſt degree aggravated and 
teme | 


22 Every one, who bateth 
ow hath yy cone 


* 


e Te frequently hath this ſenſe. 


f They knew nat 50 a ee me, 1 


Religion. 


truths I was commiſſioned to 


4 
extenuation of their guilt ; 
but now their vices are to the 
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ed an averſion againſt my 


Father. | 

24 Had not T openly! ex- 
hibited before them ſuch mi- 
raculous operations as no 
other perſon ever performed, 
their vices, comparatively, 
would have admitted of ſome 
apology - but now tho? they 
have been witneſſes of all 
thoſe aſtoniſhing _ 
which J have exerted, | y 
they have conceived the A 
bitter and violent reſentments 
againſt me, and have offered 
the moſt impious affront 'to 
that Being who enabled me 
to perform them. 

25 But I may apply to 
their inveterate prejudices 
and rage againſt me the fol- 


lowing expreſſion in their 


ſacred books — Their ha- 
tred of me is entirely without 
foundation.“ Fi 

26 But when the Bs 


forter comes, the Holy Spirit, 


the teacher of truth, whoſe 
powerful effuſion the Father 
will grant you at my ſolici- 
tation — he will ſtamp my 
doctrines with the moſt ſa- 
cred and inconteſtable fanc- 
en! 

2 And you allo, who have 
been my conſtant companions 


See Knatchbul in loe. 


e, they have no N for natural 


from 


5 Chap. Xvi. 


from the commencement of 
my public miniſtry, are wit- 
neſſes, what I have taught, 
dad how I have lived. 


CHAP. XVI. 


1 Have faithfully told you 
in what troubles you 
ill be involved, that you 
may not be diſcouraged by 
them, and be induced to apo- 
ſtatize from my religion. 

2 You will be excommu- 
nicated and excluded from an 
attendance on religious wor- 


ſnip The time is approach- 


ing, when you will be held in| 


ſuch univerſal abhorrence and 
deteſtation, that he, who im- 
brues his hands in your blood, 

will really believe that he im- 
molates a moſt acceptable 
victim to God. 

3 They vill purſue you 
with this implacable rage and 
fury, becauſe they hold in 
equal contempt the truths of 
natural religion with thoſe 
which I have revealed. 

I have without reſerve 
| freely delivered to you this 
prediction — that when you 
are involved in theſe evils, 
you may remember my 
words, and be confirmed in 
the truth of my religion — I 
judged it not proper at the firſt 
beginning of ** e to 


DE Not, if go, implying a doubt e he would go at all, 
verb is in the firſt aeriſt. See Chap. XIV: o. 
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direct your-view : to re 


forbidding proſpects. 


5 But now I faihfully ex- 
hibit them before your eyes, 
ſince I am now-arrived at the 
cloſe of life, and am ſo ſhort- 
ly to return to my Father 
Yet none of you aſks me, To 


what manſions I am return- 
ing? 


6 Inſtead of making this 
important enquiry, you ſuf- 
fer your hearts to be over- 
whelmed in ſorrow and dejec- 


tion at the gloomy proſpects 


I have opened unto you. 
7 But let me declare with 
the greareſt | ſincerity and 
-That my re- 
moval from you 1s greatly for 
your advantage—for unleſs I 
leave you, the Comforter will 
not come to you—bur 5 when 
I am gone, I will: aſſuredly 
ſend him to d in A ab- 
ſence - 

8 When he comes, tbe 


will ſnow to the world, in the 
| ſtrongeſt light, the aggrava- 


tion of their gui — the ne- 


ceſſity of holineſs— and the 


ſentence that God hath paſſed 


upon them. 


9 He will ſhaw his world 
the aggravation of their guilt 
— for rejecting, and diſhe- 
lieving me to be a divine 


meſſenger. 


The 


10 Ee 


wi, at 


OO — 
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ſentence that God hath paſſed 


dlethroned. 


Ing to the publication of my 


vou, will not reſt upon his 
__ own authority, but they will 
which have been imparted to 
give a glorious atteſtation to 


| fates and counſels. which I 
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10 He will ſhow the world 
the neceſſity of holineſs—be- 


cauſe I go to the Father, and | 
| ſhall be appointed by him 


the governour and Judge of 
all mankind, 


11 He will ſhow men the 


——_—_—— 


upon the world becauſe that 
idolatry, which hath ſo long 
reigned wiumphant, * be 


12 1 could acquaint you 
with many particulars relat- 


religion, but I am ſenſible 
you now could not bear the 
mention of them. 


But when the. ſpirit of | 


= comes, he will initiate 
you into a perfect knowledge 
85 the whole ſcheme and de- 


ſign of the goſpel for the | 


Dek e ſhall reveal to 


be communicated to him by 
the Supreme Father of all 
— The important truths, and 

redictions of future events, | 


him, he will impart to you. 
14 This divine perſon will 


che truth and excellency of 
my religion — for all the dic- 
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ſuggeſt to him, he will freely 
reveal to you. ; 

15 The reaſon af my ys 
ing, That I ſhall ſuggeſt to 
him what diſcoveries he ſhall 
impart to you is, becauſe the 
Father hath veſted me with 
univerſal dominion, and hath 
conſtituted me the (ap 
of all things. 
156 In a very little time you 
will * not fee me — in a very 
very little time you will ſee 
me again for I am going 
to. the Father, ſhortly to re- 
turn. 

17 Here the diſciples faid 
one to another —— What can 
he mean by ſaying, In a little 
time he will r elinquiſh. us, 
and then in a little time he 


will reviſit us? and what 


doth he alſo intend by ſaying, 
That he is going to the Fa- 
ther? 

18 We cannot, they aid. 
comprehend the meaning of 
this very obſcure language, 


or affix any clear ideas to his 


words. 


19 Jeſus being 9 
that they were very deſirous 


he ſhould give them an ex- 
plication of the terms he 
made uſe of, ſaid to them 
My expreſſions, it ſeems, 
have excited an anxious en- 


h SR he els be torn tk them by 4 


| After his reſurrection. 


quiry 
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uiry among you, what I: 
dan by 1 in a 
very ſhort time you would 
loſe me, but in a very ſhort 
time I ſhould reappear among 
20 Let me ſolemnly aſſure 
you, That thoꝰ at the time when 
] am violently torn from you, 
you will be overwhelmed in 
extreme ſorrow and dejection, 
while the world is elated with 
the higheſt tranſport and ex- 
ultation—yet your grief and 
deſpair ſnall ſoon be convert- 
ed into ecſtaſies of joy. 

21 As a woman, the time 
of whoſe pregnancy is com- 
pleated, is in her difficult 
hour afflicted with the moſt 
excruciating pain yet imme- 
diately after her delivery, be- 
ing congratulated on the birth 
of” a ſon, her heart bounds 
with tranſport, and all re- 
membrance of her late an- 
guiſh 1s totally ſwallowed up 
and loſt.in a flood of joy : 


22 juſt fo will you, who 


are now ſunk in ſorrow and 
deſpondency, when I * reviſit 
you, indulge the warmelt e- 


- motions of the ſublimeſt joy 
— and the pure. tranſports, 


with which your hearts will 
then be dilated, all the power 
and rage of the world ſhall 


never be able to violate and 


23 You will at that time 
have no- occaſion to require 


For be aſſured, that hat- 
ever aſſiſtance you implore 
the Supreme Father to beſtow 


motion of my goſpel, he will 
freely impart it to you. 
24 Hitherto you have re- 
queſted nothing of the Deity, 
as being my diſciples — But 
not prefer your petitions to 


God in my name, and you 
ſhall not be repulſed, but be 
filled with compleat joy and 


felicity of mind. 5 
25 Many of the diſcourſe 
which I have delivered to 


and obfcure—bur the time is 


longer involve my inſtructions 
in fiction and fable; but in 


ed manner reveal to you all 


dom hath planned. | 
26 In that day you ſhall of- 
fer up your ſupplications to 
the Deity in my name And 
be aſſured, that it is not 
needful for me to ſupplicate 
the Father to beſtow upon 
you any bleſſing, 
27 for you have rendered 


! After my reſurrection, 


yourſelves the objects of my 


from me the ſolution of du-— 
bious and difficult queſtions 


for the confirmation and pro- 


you, have been figurative 


approaching, when I ſhall no 
the moſt plain and undiſguiſ- 


the truths of that ſcheme of 
religion, which infinite wiſ-. 


Father's 
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Father's love, becauſe you 
have ever expreſſed ſuch a 
warm and ſincere affection for 
me, and are convinced that I 
was commiſſioned by him to 
inſtruct the world. 

28 By him was L originally 
delegated In compliance 
with his will I deſcended in- 
to the world and now again 
am I leaving the world and 

returning to my Father. 

2209 His diſciples ſaid to 
him Vou now deliver your 
ſentiments plainly and undiſ- 
guiſedly, and the language, 
in which you convey them, 
is perfectly intelligible. 

30 We are now convinced 
that you are perfectly ac- 
quainted with every thing] x 
le paſſerh in the human 
heart and that your all- com- 
prehenſive knowledge antici- 


pates any queſtions that 


might be propoſed to you — 
This knowledge is a demon- 
{tration to us, that you are 


honoured with a divine au- 


thority and commiſſion. _ 
31 Jeſus ſaid to them — 


Are you, at length, convin- 


ced- that 1 am a divine meſ- 
ſenger? 
32 Be aſſured, however, 


that the hour will very ſpeedi- 
ly arrive, when every one of 


you will deſert me with the 


+ 
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greateſt precipitation, and 
abandon me to my fate 
Yet I ſhall not be abandoned 
and left alone, for my Fa- 
ther will be preſent with me 
to ſupport and aid me. 
33 I have faithfully told 
you theſe things, that you 
might be perfec̃tiy ſatisfied, 
and have no doubts at all re- 
maining concerning my miſ- 
ſion and character n the 
world you will conflict with 
many ſorrows and diſtreſſes: 
but let not the proſpect de- 
ject you Remember that 1 
have vanquiſhed all the diffi- 
culties the world , to 


me. 
CHAP. XVII. 
AFTER Jeſus had ut. 


tered theſe words, he 
devoutly raiſed his eyes to 
heaven, and ſaid — Merciful 
Father! The hour is now ar- 
rived ! — Be graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to honour thy ſon, that 
thy ſon may honour thee! 
2 1 thank thee that thou 


| haſt vouchſafed to pur into 


his hands the reins of univer- 
fal government, and haſt em- 
powered him to beſtow a 
bleſſed and happy immorta- 
lity upon all whom the love 
of virtue hath engaged to 
embrace his religion. 


2 The ſole condition which 


1 He had anticipated and e ſeveral queſtions they det to 


have propoſed to him. See Verſe 19. 


entitles 


Chap. xvii. 


entitles. the virtuous to the 
poſſeſſion of eternal life is to 
acknowledge and obey thee, 
the one ſupreme God, and 
Jeſus the Meſſiah, whom thou 
_ haſt ſent. 

4 I have anſwered the great 
and glorious ends of thy mo- 


ral government. on earth—lI | 


have faithfully diſcharged the 
arduous province which thy 
wiſdom aſſigned me 

5 Be pleaſed, therefore, O 
God ! to reinſtate me in that 
dignity and glory which I en- 
joyed ® near thy perſon be- 
fore this world was called into 
exiſtence. 
6 1; have diſcovered thy 
perfections and will to thoſe, 
whom a ſincere regard to thee 
and to virtue powerfully en- 
gaged to forſake the example 
of a depraved world and ad- 
here to me Previous to their 
embracing my doctrines they 
were thy votaries 


me, and they have faithfully 
obeyed my inſtructions. _ _ 

7 And they are now con- 
vinced, upon the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that all the powers 
and authority, which thou 


haſt enabled me to exert and 


diſplay, are originally deriv- 
ed from thee ! 

8' For the doctrines thou 
commandedſt me to teach, 1 


» JN. 


have communicated to them 
— Theſe have they freely 


embraced and obeyed, and 


Thou 
didſt, therefore, give them to 


349 


are in the moſt indubitable | 


manner perſuaded that I came 
from thee, and was commiſ- 
ſioned by thee to inſtruct 
mankind. 


9 Theſe my ſelect i 
faithful aſſociates I devoutly, 
recommend to thy favour and 
bleſſing! —The world is not 
ſo much the immediate ob-, 
je& of this my fervent ad- 
dreſs to thee — but I prefer 
this prayer to thee, O Father! 
humbly imploring thee to pro- 


tect and befriend thoſe whom 


a ſincere love to thee and to 
virtue excited to embrace my | 
religion. 

10 For all my followers are 
thy votaries and thy vo- 
taries are my converts and 
their conſpicuous virtue hath 


greatly redounded to my ho- 


nour. 
11 And now I am going 
to quit the world and return 
to thee - but theſe my belov- 
ed followers I leave in the 
world, expoſed to all its ſor- 
rows and viciſſitudes ?—Mer- 
ciful Father ! preſerve .by 
thine almighty power and in- 
finite goodneſs thoſe, whom 

a ſacred regard to thee power- 
fully induced to. adhere to 
me. Grant that the lame 


„ 22 naa ea 


union, 


—_ 
union, which ſubſiſts between 
us, may be cemented among 
them 

12 When I was perſonally | 
preſent with them I kept 
them inviolably attached to 
thy cauſe Of that ſociety, | 
which was collected to me by 
thine appointment, I have loſt 
only one member a deprav- 
ed and incorrigible creature 
by means of whoſe perfidy 
the ſcripture, which predict- 
ed my ſufferings and death, 
will be accompliſhed. 

13 1 am now, O God! 
ſhortly to return to thee—and 
I fay this in their preſence, 
in order that their dejected 
ſpirits may be reinvigorated, 
and their breaſts be filled with 
confolation. - 

14 J have inftruted theth 
in the truths thou didſt com- 
miſſion me to reveal—— but 
forembracing theſe truths and 
aſſociating with me they have 
drawn upon them the irre- 
concileable hatred of the 
world merely becauſe their 
views and principles are not 
fecular, but infinitely elevat- 
ed above this vain and tranſi. 

tory life, 
WA do not beg that thou 
wouldeſt remove them ow — 
the world-——T only it 
thee, that thou woulde TY 
thine infinite mercy, preſerve 


them from apoſtaſy and vice. | 
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ciples beſpeak them not of 
this world, fince they regard 
its prevailing intereſts, as I 
have done, with contempt. 

17 Poſſeſs their minds with 
the {acred influence of true re- 
ligion—the doctrines, which 
thou appointedſt me to deli- 
ver to the world, are the on- 
ly ſyſtem of true religion. 

18 As thou didft originally 
delegate me to be thy meſ- 
ſenger to mankind ; ſo have 
J deputed them to be my 
meſſengers to mankind. 

19 And upon their ac- 
count have I devoted myſelf 
fully to execute thy will, 
that they may be conſecrated 
to the ſervice and promotion 
of true religion. 

20 But it is not for them 
only that I intercede with thee 
at this time—T implore thee 
graciouſly to ſuccour and bleſs 
thoſe, who ſhall, in rene 
time by their teſtimony, be 
convinced of the truth of my 
religion. 
21 I entreat thee: that all 
my followers may be formed 
into one harmonious ſociety 
by the ſame endearing and 
intimate union that ſubſiſts 
betwixt us that from their 
focial uninterrupted concord 
and love the world may be 
convinced that thou haſt ſent 
me. h 

22 The ſame glorious de- 
ſign which thou ordainedſt 


16 Their governing prin- 


| 


me 


3 
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me to promote have 1 ap- 
pointed them to execute—— | 


5 = ordet that by the greatneſs | 


of this arduous province, in 
which they are all engaged, 
they might be as inſeparably 
united to each other as we 


are. 5 
23 Let the ſame union, that 
ſubſiſteth betwixt us, cement 
them to me and to each other 
— that they may all be con- 
joined in one perfect and una- 
nimous ſociety - in order 
that the world may be con- 
vinced that thou haſt inveſted 
me with a divine authority, 
and that thou indulgeſt for 
them the ſame affection and 
love with which thou waſt 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh me! 
24 O merciful Father! I 
deſire and implore thee that 
all thoſe, whole virtuous dit- | 
poſitions ſhall lead them to 
embrace my goſpel may be 
introduced into thoſe. happy | 
ſeats where J reſide, to ſhare : 
my felicity, and to ſee that 
illuſtrious dignity and honour | 
to which thou haſt exalted | 
= — for. before this m_ 
was called into exiſtence, I 
was an object of thy love. 
29 O God, moſt holy ! the | 
world is: unacquainted with | 
thy perfections and counſels 
— but thou haſt favoured me | 
with the cleareſt knowledge; 
and perception of them—and 
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are convinced that I am a 


meſſenger from the. 
26 To them have I evan 

ed thy great and glorious. de- 

ſigns — and will continue to 


make to them farther diſco- 
veries of thy will; in order 


that the love, with which thou 


haſt diſtinguiſhed, me, may 
reign amongſt them, and that 


they may be W r- ; 


ed to me 


. CHAP. XV. 


1 N niſhed the foregoing 
addreſs to God, he croſſed the 
brook Cedron and entered 


into a garden accompanied . 


with his diſciples. 

2 The traitor Judas was 
well acquainted --with this 
| place, as Jeſus and his com- 
panions had very. often re. 
ſorted hither. 

3 Judas, therefore, king 
with him an armed body of 
Roman ſoldiers, and ſome of- 
ficers that belonged to the 
guards of the high prieſts and 
Phariſees,- came directly to 
this place, with a great num- 
ber of lamps and flambeaus. 


4 Jeſus, who had a perfect 


Knowledge of — the-ſuffer- 
ings in which he was going 
to be involved, went out of 
the garden, and ſaid to them 
—Who is it you are in ſearch 


_ theſe my beloved companions [ 
928 4 


of? 
5 Jeſus 
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HEN Jeſus had fi- 


them I am the 


i — 9 » © — ”” o ry * 
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5 Jeſus of Nazareth, 
—— then ſaid to 
perſon— The 
traitor Judas was at the head 
of them. 
6 No RR had he told 
them that he was the perſon, 


but that moment they were 


all violently ſtruck back, and 
fell proſtrate on the ground. 

7 Jeſus again aſked them 
Wb is it you are in ſearch 
of? — They ſaid — Jeſus of 
Nazareth. . 

8 1 am then, fad ke, the 
object of your enquiries—But 


ſince your deſign is to ſeize 


me, ſuffer theſe my compa- 
nions to depart unmoleſted. 

9 9: So that his words, which 
we have recited above, were 
accompliſhed — Of that ſe- 
Je& ſociety, which was col- 


lected to me by / thine ap- 


pointment, I have not loſt 
one member.! 
10 But when Simon Peter: 


now ſaw the violence they in · 


tended againſt his maſter, he 


inſtantly drew his ſword, and 


aimed a blow at one of che 
high prieſt's ſervants, and cut 
off his right ear — The ſer 


vant s name was Malchus. 


II Jeſus ſeeing this ation 


| oe Peter, ſaid to him-—Sheath 


thy ſword—Ought not I with 


chearfulneſs and compoſure | - 
won in to thas: deſtiny, 


\ BYE 
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hath aſſigned. me el 
12 Immediately then the 
Roman officer and his cohort, 
attended by the officers of the 
Jews, ruſhed upon Jeim, 
ſeized and bound him. 
13 And they carried kim 
before Annas but he ſent 
him to Caiaphas his: ſon-in- 
law, who _ at that time, 
high prieſt. — 1 
14 It was VS e 
who on the 1 
That it was highly expedi- 
eat that the ror ne wr 
vidual ſhould be facrificed to 
preſerve the public welfare, 
rather than that the whole 
community ſhould be: aal | 
endangered fc 
15. Simon — d „an- 
other diſciple followed at 
ſome diſtance this body of 
men that had apprehended 
Jeſus—and that diſciple, be- 
ing not unknown to the high 
prieſt, went in with Jeſus in- 
to the high prieſt's palace. 
16 But Peter, not daring 
to enter in, ſtopped at the 
gate — this diſciple, therefore, 
with whom the high prieſt 
was not unacquainted, ſpoke 
to the maid ſervant, Who kept 
the door; and got Beter, :ate 
mitted. Eri aun 
17 This en ſaick-co 
Heavy: after his deer 
a "MN L $76 
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Ate not you 
diſciples —He antwered that 
* never was. 

18 The month and! do- 
meſties of the high prieſt had 


made a fire, as the weather | 


was now very cold, and form- 
ed a circle round it — In this 
company Peter mixed, and 
Rood _ _ chem at the 
für — 1640 
I Hex Jeſus was 
: — 3 the high prieſt 
* interrogated him about his 
_ diſciples, and what doctrines 
he had delivered: 
20 Jeſus ſaid to him My 
— I have publiſhed o- 
penly to the world have 
always delivered my inſtruc- 
tions in the fynagogue or in 
the temple, in places of the 
greateſt concourfe I never 
courted obſcurity and ſoli- 
tude; in which to ſpread and 
ropagate my doctrines. 
9 Why — you interro- 
me concerning the na- 
= of my — — 
Examine thoſe who were my 
auditors what doctrines 1 
publickly taught they can 
give you a true and faithful 
account of what J delivered. 


22 When Jeſus had ſaid 


this one of the officers who 

ſtood by ſtruck him, and faid 

Als this the manner in which | 

you anſwer the high prieſt? 

23 Jeſus turned and faid 

to <A If I have violated 
Vor. I. 


one of this man's 


nn 
truth, make it publickly 
apprar that I haye-fo—bur if 


have ſaid nothing but at 
is ſtrictly true, how unjuſt is 
it in you to ſtrike me . 
24 ANNas,' as] — 
mentioned above, had tem 


| as 


hin faid to — not you 
one of his followers ?——tHe 


| declared he never was. 


26 After this, one of whe 
high prieſt's ſervants, who 
was a near relation to him, 
whoſe ear Peter had ſtruck 
off, ſaid to him — Did not 1 
ſee you with him 1 in wo gArs 
dew 2:0n's 

2 Peter aſſerted in tho 

ſolemn terms, that he 
was not along with him there 
no ſooner had he pronoun- 
ced the an dur: the cock 
crowecd. 
C—28 From Ve palace of 
 Caiphas they conducted Je- 
 fus, very early the next morn- 
ing, to the Roman præto- 
rium — but they themſelves 


| entered not within the præto- 


rium, for fear of contracting 
pollution, as they were now 
| celebrating the great en 


ſolemnityʒ. 
29 Pilate being informed 


that. the Jews were waiting 
in a body, went out to them, 


. and 


Had be not been a moſt noto- 
rious malefactor, we never 
would have brought him be- 
fore your tribunal. 

31 Pilate ſaid to them 


Do you judge him yourſelves, 


and inflict what penalty your 
law-preſcribes—The Jews re-| 
plied—We are not permitted | 
to inflict capital puniſhment | 
pe any one. 

32 Herein was the predic- 


tion of Jeſus exactly fulfilled, 


who expreſsly told his diſci. 

es, To what kind of death 

e would be e by 
the Heathens, 

33 Pllate then went into 


the prætorium, and ordered | 


Jeſus to attend hum — When 
alone, the procurator ſaid to 
him Do you aſſume the title 


of King of Judæa? 


34 Jeſus ſaid to him Do 
you aſk me this from your own | 
judgment or have you re- 
ceived information from o- 
thers, that I affected regal | 
honours ? | 

35 Pilate ſaid to him — Tf 
am a ſtranger to the religious 
cuſtoms and opinions of the 
Jews—your own countrymen 


and the high prieſts have pub- 


lickly brought you before my | 
tribunal ——= * haſt thou 
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aud faid —— What are the 
crimes you zalledge D 
this priſoner? l- 

30 They ſaid to him 


Chap. xviii. 
done to merit this eier 
peachment?̃ 119. | 
36 Jeſus ſaid to him—My 
kingdom is not of this world 
—if my kingdom were of the- 
ſame nature with other earth - 
ly kingdoms, ' my ſervants _ 
would have taken up arms 
and fought to reſcue me from 
the hands of my enemies 
But mine is not a ren 
kingdom. ; 
37 Pilate ſaid to "I 
Are you then no king? 
Les, replied Jeſus, I am a 
ing for to erect a kingdom 
I was called into exiſtence 
to erect a kingdom I deſcend- 
ed into this world For I was 
ſent to publiſh truth among 
mankind —— Every friend to 
truth is my willing and obe 
dient ſubject. 
38 Pilate ſaid to W 
What do you mean by truth? 
Having ſaid this, not ſtay- 
ing for an anſwer, he went 
out to the Jews who ſtood 
waiting, and ſaid to them 
do not find any thing crimi- 
| nal 1 in this perſon's conduct: 
39 As it hath therefore 
been cuſtomary for me at the 
paſſover to releaſe any one 
priſoner whoſe pardon you ſo- 
licit—are you willing I ſhould 


I 


e 


zou call the King of The” 
Jen: 
0 At this aber all mite | 


* 


one 


now acquit this perſon whom 


c e 
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one general confuſed clamour, 


repeating—— Do not releaſe | 


him Releaſe Barabbas — 
This Barabbas was a notori- 


"CHAP. xXIx. 


1 L ATE then ordered 


Jeſus to be ſcourged. 
5 2 "After. this was inflicted, 


the Roman ſoldiers compoſ- 


ing a wreath of thorns fixed 
it. on his head for a crown, 
and inveſted him with a pur- 
ple robe. 

3 They then approached 
him with mock homage, cry- 
ing Hail, O thou illuſtrious 
ſovereign of the Jews! gat 
the ſame time ſtriking him 
with their hands. 

4 After the 1 had 
offered him theſe wanton in- 
ſults, Pilate went out a ſe- 
cond time to the Jews, and 
faid to them ] bring this 
perſon- before you, and pub- 
lickly declare, that I am per- 
ſuaded of his innocence. 

5 Jeſus then came forward 
ona the pavement, wearing 
the thorny crown, and array- 
ed in the mock purple veſt 
—Plate, turning to the aſ- 
fembly, ſaid Behold the 

man! 


prict and their creatures ſaw 
him, they pierced the air 
with their cries, 
with the moſt vehement vo- 


o H N. 
ciferation Crucify him 


Crucify him Pilate ſaid to 


them If you are determined 
he ſhall ſuffer capital puniſh- 
ment, take him and erucify 


him yourſelves - But 1 pub- 


lickly proteſt, That I am per- 
ſuaded he is innocent. 


7 The Jews then — . 


to death for the impious blaſ- 
phemy he hath been guilty 
of, in ming the title of the 
ſon of God. 

8 When Pilate heeded this, 


he was more embarraſſed than ö 


ever, how to act. q 
9 He therefore 60 

Jeſus to follow: him into the 

prætorium, and aſked him 


Jeſus made no reply. 
10 The procurator then 


{aid to him Do you refuſe 


to anſwer my enquiries? 
Do not you know that the 
ſole power either of con- 
demning or acquitting you is 
lodged in me ? 
11 The power and amb. 
rity, anſwered Jeſus, which 
ou now exerciſe is, I am 
ſenſible, wholly derived from 
the Emperour——for which 
reaſon the high prieſt who de- 


5 | livered me into your hands, 
6 But when the high 


and exerts every effort to in- 
ſtigate you to paſs the ſen- 


repeating: 


tence of death upon me, is 
more to be blamed than you 


12 This 


*Are.: 
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be law adjudges him 


the place of his nativity But 


„„ 


3 56 7 be Wen 
12 This anſwer made 


ſuch. an impreſſion. upon Pi- 
late, that it determined him 


to endeavour to procure his 
releaſe— But the Jews on the 
firſt mention of his intentions, 
raiſed the maſt violent and 


outrageous clamours, crying 


aut If you acquit this man, 


you for ever forfeit all regards 
and obedience to the Emper- 
our—He, who aſſumes the 
title ot ſovereign, is a rebel | 
to the Emperour. 
13 When the procurator 
heard theie aſſertions, he 
brought Jeſus out of the pre- 
torium, and fat on the tribu- 
nal. which was erected on a 
raiſed Rage, paved with mar- 
ble Such a ſtructure is in 
Hebrew called Gabbalba, in 
Greek Lithoftroton. | | 


14 The day, in, which t this 


tranſaction happened, was the 
Preparation, and] it was about 
nine clock in the morning 
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the Jews——Behold your [fr 
vereign! 
| — 45 But at this they all raiſe. 


eq a loud and vehement cla- 


mour, ſhouting Drag himto. 
the croſs! Drag him to the 
croſs! We acknowledge no 
ſovereign but Cælar! 

16 Io their urgent impor- 
tunity the procurator at haſt 
yielded, and paſſed upon him 
the ſentence, of cructhxion—r. 
The Roman ſoldiers then took 
him away. 

17 Jeſus bore the craks. to 
the place of public execution, 
called in Hebrew Golpoiba, 
which tranſlated lignifies, The 
Place of ſkulls. 

18 Here they 1 
him e between two condems 
ned malefactor s. 
19 Over his head Pilate 
wrote and fixed up this in- 
ſcription — Insus or Naza- 
RETH, TE KING or un 
Jzws. 


20 As the Nen of execu- 


„FE Eoth not fignify Am this Heme, as if Pilate had made no efforts 


before this, to ſave Jeſus. 


Hut it fignities, On this account, for this _ : 


Ex TAI d'n.'To Appnvice £6079: Upon this he afks the Armenian. Ae 


Crop. P- 142. Ex urs H17TovTo-78 ee: 


p. 183, b TT Ta r Du. 
P- 195. Ex 7 Rs 70 
ach, 


Upon this they all fol — 
Upen- this he gives them pledges, 
{cared this he ſends another, P. 1 98. 


"A Fr erbe, 1 i euer, gt. John hath heen blamed for this phraſe: as be- 


ing not pure Greek. Dr. Bemley in his propoſals for publiſhing. a Greek 
Teſtament hath changed it into sis A Ee. , for which liberty 
he is juſtly cenſured by Dr. MiZd/zton. huhn unt eib, is often uſed by 


the politeſt writers. See * 4g Cyrap. P. 324. 347+ 373. 375. 403. 
on * 459. Edit. Huteb. do. 5 7. 
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tion 


tion was very nrar the city, 
great numbers of the Jes 
read this inſcription — It was 
written, in Hebrew, Greek, 
and Roman characters. 

21 With this inſcription 
the high prieſts were diſguſt- 
ed—and waiting upon Pilate, 
they begged he would alter 
it; and not write in direct 
terms that he was the king 
of the Jews, but only that 
he himſelf aſſumed this e | 

22 But Pilate peremptorily 
refuſed — tellin them he 
would not alter a ſingle letter 
of the inſcription. 
23 The four ſoldiers, who 
nailed him to the croſs, after 
it was erected, divided his 
cloaths into four parts, and 
took each a part — but upon 
examining his tunic, it was 
_ excepted out of this diviſion 


— for it was found to be knit] 


from top to bottom without 
a ſeam. | 

24 Upon their perceiving 
this, they ſaid one to another 
Let us by no means tear 
this, but let us caſt lots for 
it -A circumſtance ſimilar to 
one which the Pſalmiſt men- 
tions in the following paſſage 
—* They made a diviſion of 


Chap. ix, % Jon, 


4 ES 
25 There ſtood by the croſs 


of Jeſus his mother, his mo. 
ther's ſiſter Mary the wife of 
Cicophas and Mary Magda 
en Sow . ier 
26 When Jeſus ſaw his 
mother, and * that diſciple; 
whom he had ever Ali 5 
guiſhed with his love, ſtand- 
ing by him, he ſaid ro his 
morher—Regard that perſon 
a mbh 
27 He then faid to that 
diſciple—And do you regard 
her as your mother ! — This 
diſciple accordingly from that 
day took her to his own houſe, 
and treated her as a parent. 
28 After this Jeſus know- 
ing that all the circumſtances 
that attended his ſufferings, 
had exactly correſponded to 
the ſcripture predictions, ſaid, 
That he was thirſty. = 
29 Immediately upon this 
the ſoldiers on duty took a 
ſpunge, filled it with vinegar 
from a veſſel they had there 
with them, and fixing it to 
a ſtalk of hyſſop, put it to 
his mouth. h 
30 When Jeſus had taſted 
the vinegar, he ſaid — The 
prophecies are all accompliſn- 


my apparel, and caſt lots for 


St. John the writer of this hiltory. | 


Her huſband Joſeph was now dead. 
Aa 3 


ed His head then ſunk 
upon his boſom, and he 
breathed his Ht; © ef jag 

31 The 


paſchal fa 


| Jeſus. 


355 

31 The day, on which Je- 
ſus was crucified, was, as hath 
been remarked above, the 
Preparation — and the next 
day enſuin 105 being the grand 


cred ſolemnity might not be 
violated by the bodies of the 
criminals hanging. on their 
croſſes, the Jews went in a 
body to the procurator, and 
ſolicited it as a favour, that 
he would give orders, that 
their legs might be broken, 
and their bodies taken down. 
32 Pilate therefore diſ- 


patched his orders to the ſol- 


diers on duty, who broke the 


legs of thoſe two malefactors, 


who were crucified along with 


33 But when they came to 
Je us, finding him already 
dead, they thought it unne- 
ceſſary to break his legs. 

34 But one of the foldiers 


Pierced his ſide with a ſpear, 
and inſtantly | there iſſued from 


the wound a mixture of blood 
and water. 5 
35 Of this fact the writer 


| of this hiſtory was an eye-wit- 
. neſs, and publickly atteſts 


its truth — And being con- 
vinced himſelf of the veracity 


of what he aſſerts, records it 


with noother view but to con- 
vince others. 

36 Theſe two circum- 
ſtances, the piercing his ſide, 


Pup npt breaking his gt 


ath, that this ſa- 
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Chap. xix. 
were ſimilar to two others, 
recorded in the following paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture A bone 
of it ſhall not be broken.“ 

37 © They ſhall look on 
him whom they have pierced 
with a lance.” 


$—38 ArTER this Joſeph 


of Arimathza, a perſon, who 


was convinced that Jeſus was 
the Meſſiah, but dared not 
publickly avow his ſentiments 
for fear of the reſentment of 
the Jews, waited upon Pilate, 
and begged he would give 
him the body of Jeſus— The 
procurator granting his re- 
queſt, he went and took it 
down from the croſs. 
39 Nicodemus alſo, the 
| ſame perſon, who formerly 


had a private interview with 
Jeſus in the night, came to 


pay his pious reſpect to the 
deceaſed, and brought with 


hima large quantity of myrrh 


and aloes mixed, of immenſe 
value, to embalm his body. 

40 Theſe two took down 
the body of Jeſus, and after 


they had wrapped it in the a- 


romatic ſpices, they ſwathed 
it in linen rollers, according 
to the Jewiſh rite of ſepulture. 

41 Near to the place, where 
he was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in this garden A 


new monument, in which no 


corpſe had yet been depoſited. 


42 In this tomb, as it lay 


convenient, and as it was the 


preparation, 


| _ tinguiſhed with his love — 


preparation, they meet bis Iu 
remains. 19733 
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Þ HE firſt day of 
the week, very early 


in- the morning, before the 
darkneſs of the night was 


diſpelled, Mary Magdalene | 


went to viſit the tomb— but 
upon her approaching it, ſhe 
found the ſtone, that covered 
its entrance, removed. 

2 Struck with aſtoniſh- 
ment at this unexpected cir- 
cumſtance, ſhe returned in 
the utmoſt precipitation to 
inform Simon Peter and * an- 
other diſciple whom Jeſus diſ- 


and in a great fright told them 
that the body. of their maſter 
was moſt certainly ſtolen out 
of the tomb, and depoſited 
we know not where. 
3 Alarmed at this account 
Peter and the other diſciples 
immediately haſted to the mo- 
nument. 
4 They both ran with all] 
the ſpeed they could exert 
— but the other diſciple out- 
ſtripped Peter, and arriving | 
firft at the ſepulchre, 
g did not enter into it, but 
ſtooping down ſaw the linen 
rollers lying along. 
6 Wehen, ſome time Peter 


came up, and going D's 
the tomb ſaw alſo the rollers 
lying along, 

7 and the. napkin, which 


was wrapped round his head, 


did not lye adjoining. to the 
rollers, but lay at ſome diſ- 
tance. from them, folded as 
it was at firſt. 

8 After Peter had viſited 
the inſide of the tomb, the 
other diſciple went down — 
and upon viewing every thing, 
really believed that the corp 
was ſtolen away. 

9 For they did not as yer 


underſtand thoſe prophecies 


of ſcripture, which expreſsly 
predict his reſurrection from 
the dead. 

10 The two diſciples being 
convinced that the body was 
gone, returned to their own 


homes. 


$—11 Bur Mary ſtill con- 


tinued at the tomb, ſtanding 
on the outſide bathed i in tears 
But in this exceſs of grief, 


ſtooping down to view the in- 


fide of the monument, 


12 ſhe ſaw two angels in 


white robes, fitting one at the 


head, the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jeſus had 


lately been depofited. 


13 Theſe heavenly meſſen- 
gers then ſaid to her — Wo- 
man! why do you weep ? — 
She laid to them — becauſe 


1 St. John. 


A 


77 ſome 
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ſome: . have ſtolen the 
body of my.. deceaſed lord, 


and I a not whither they 


have coaveyed it. 
14 When ſhe had made 
this reply ſhe turned back 
and faw Jeſus ſtanding by her 
he did not however know 
that it was him. 

196 Jeſus ſaid to her 
Woman! what is the Ray" 
of your tears? — Who is it 
you are in ſearch of? — She | 
magining him to be the gar-| 
dener, {aid —Do, Sir! if it was 


you who conveyed the corpſe 


away, tell me whither you | 
have removed it, that I may 
pay it its due honours. _ 

16 Jeſus then called her 
by her name ſhe turned, 
looked at him, knew him — 
and in a tranſport faid Rab 
Beni! — which tranſlated lig-} 
nifies, My maſter! _ 

17 Jeſus ſaid to her 
You need not embrace me 
with that exceſs of tender- 
neſs; as if I ſhould imme- 
| diately quit you — My con- 
tinuance with you, before 1 
aſcend to my, Father, will be 
for ſome time — But do you | 
inſtantly go to my brethren, | 
and tell them that I ſhall 
aſcend to my Father and their 
Got to Pr. God and their 


t By removing the bolts LA his miraculous power: | 


. a 42 . 


N 18 Tran 


ö 
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Mary Magdalene haſted to 
the Gietz and in an ec- 
ſtaſy of rapture told them 


that ſhe had ſeen Jeſus and 


that he had ſent her to deli- 


ver the above meſſage. -» 


$—19 In the evening; of 


the 2 day, which was the 


firſt day of the week, the diſ- 
 ciples were met together in a 
private apartment, and had 
ſtrongly ſecured the doors for 
fear of the Jews—Here while 
they were engaged in anxious 
deliberation Jeſus. * entered 
the room, and ſtanding in 
the midit of the company 455 
luted them in his uſual friend. 
ly and familiar manner. 
20 He then ſhowed them 
his hands, that had been 
pierced by the nails, and his 
{ide that had bren wounded 
by the ſpear — The * 
convinced it was their lord, 
were filled with nee 


joy. 


gain, wiſhing them all divine 
and human happineſs, and 
telling them, that as his Fa- 
ther had ſent him to inſtruct 
the world, ſo he in like man- 
ner now commiſſioned and 
appointed them to reform and 
teach mankind. 

22 After 155 had aid this 


| he 


5 the holy ſpirit. 


an what terms their vices will 


Chap. xx. N 
he breathed upon them, and 
ſaid Receive the effuſion of 


23 You ſhall be endowed 
with- full: power to publiſh 
the goſpel, and be qualified 
to declare to men infallibly 


be pardoned or puniſhed. | 

24 Bur Thomas called 
Didymus, one of the twelve 
diſciples, happened not to be 
one of the company, when 
Jeſus now exhibited himſelf 
ta them. 

25 When the aber diſ- 
ciples, therefore, ſaw Tho- 
mas afterwards, they told 
him that they had ſeen their 
lord but he ſaid to them 
Lill never believe it, unleſs | 
I -ſee-and-feel in his hands the | 
mark of the nails; and un- 
leſs I am convinced by feel- 
ing his ſide that was Pierced 
by the ſpear. 

26 Eight days after this, 
the diſciples being again all 
aſſembled together, and Tho- 
mas now one of the company, 
Jeſus by his miraculous pow- | 
er u removing the bolts by 
which they had faſtened the 
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of the room among them. 
and wiſhed them all 

27 He then turned and 
ſaid to Thomas View : 
hands feel with thy finger 
the ſcar of the wounds han · 
dle and explore my ſide Be 
not incredulous, be diſpoſed 
to receive conviction. | 
28 Thomas then cried out 
in amazement— my lord my 
Gd 

29 Jeſus ſaid to him 
You are convinced, Thomas, 
of the identity of my perſon, 
merely becauſe you have had 
the teſtimony of your ſenſes— 
be aſſured that thoſe diſcover 
a better diſpoſition, who tho 
they have not ocular demon- 
ſtration, yet are perſuaded of 
my being a divine meſſenger 
from the evidences I have | 
produced, _ 

$—30 Anp. many other 


proofs, beſide theſe I have 


recited; did Jeſus after his 

reſurrection exhibit before all 
his diſciples, to convince them 
of the reality of his perſon. 


31 But theſe I have re- 


corded are abundantly ſuf- 


ficient to convince men that 
20 is the r | A 


_—_ Tae into the midſt 


0 


= | Thus 9 deteribes Any ſookiss the bolts and opening the 
gates by an exertion of his divine power. 


Totet q e uv t, , - Apyeuporrne 
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manner, the ſon of God 
and are written with no other 
view but to convince men of 
the truth of his religion, and 
that being convinced, they 
may obtain that bleſſed im- 
mortality, which he is e 
rized t to \ beſtow. | 


era. XXI. 


1 FESUS afterwards dif- 
covered himſelf at the 
ſea of Tiberias to his diſciples 
in the following manner. 

2 Simon Peter, Thomas | 
called Didymus, Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the two 
ſons of Zebedee, and two 
more of his diſciples, hap- 
pening to be all together, 

3 Peter ſaid to them — I 
intend to follow my former 
occupation, and ſhall now. 
directly go a fiſhing — The 
reſt of the company ſaid to 
him We will then go along 
with you—Accordingly they | 
all immediately went on board 
a fiſhing veſſel but that | 
e had no We 7 
4 The next morning Jeſus 


ſtood on the ſhore— the diſ- 


ciples, however, did not know | 


| it was him. 
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lk in a moſt diſtinguiſhed | 


Chap: XXL. 


any thing n at all, 
they replieee. 

6 He then ſaid to tem 
Throw in the net to the right 
of your boat, and you will 
meet with ſucceſs They caſt 
the net where he had direct 
ed, but were not able to draw 
it to land by reaſon of the 
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prodigious number of fiſhes 


it incloſed. 
, THE diGiple;! Shots | 

Jeſus diſtinguiſhed with his 
love, ſaid to ) Peter— It muft 
be our maſter | — Peter hear- 
ing this immediately girded 
his fiſher's coat about him, 
and with eager impatience to 
ſee him flung himſelf into the 
water to walk to ſhore. 

8 But the reſt of the diſ- 
ciples, who were but about 
fixty paces from ſhore, ad- 
vanced forward, tho but 
ſlowly, as the boat heavily 
dragged after it ſuch a pro- 
digious quantity of fiſn. 

9 Upon their landing, they 
ſaw a fire burning, a fi 
brouling upon it, and forme | 
bread laid. 67, 

10 Jeſus: ſaid to 3 my 
Bring ſome of the fiſhes your 
have now caught. | 

11 Peter went and dragged 
the net to ſhore, replete with 
one hundred fifty and three 


L 


5 Jeſus called to them and 


aſked them, if = had en 


5 b e _ there 


He knew it was ſhallow, and Or not wait the rn motion of the 


boat, heavily dragging after it ſuch. 
bs 4 


a quantity of fiſh, 
was 


Chap. xxi. 


was ſuch a * num 
ber, the net was not broken. 

12 Jeſus {aid to them 
Come and take ſome refreſh- 


. ment — By this time they 
were all ſo fully convinced 
that it was Jeſus, that no one 


ws aſked him who he was. 
3 Jeſus then rook bread 


400 lh, and diſtributed a- 


mong his diſciples. 


that Jeſus diſcovered himlelf, 
after his reſurrection, to his 
diſciples in a body. 

15 After they had Baie 


their repaſt, Jeſus turned to 


Peter and ſaid to him Si- 


mon! do you love me with a 


more ſtrong and intenſe affec- 
tion than any of this com- 
pany ? — Peter rephed—You 


are conſcious, Sir!-of the ſin- 


cerity of my love to you —— 
Jeſus. ſaid to ys Feed my 
lambs. 


cond time Simon] do you 
love me with an affection ſu- 
periour to any of theſe ? —— 
You know, Sir! he anſwered, 
the fervency of my love for 
h ſaid to him, Feed 
e 

17 Jeſus ſaid to him a third 
time Simon! is your love 
for me more fervent than 
theirs ?—Peter by his repeat- 
ing the ſame queſtion three 
times, apunking he e 


16 Jeſus ſaid to him a_ſe- 


* 


0 1 0 1 N. 
ed the ſincerity of his regards 


; | and ſaid — I can appeal, Sir! 


| you was young, you exulted 
14 This was the third time 


ſure of another. 


n 


whom. Jeſus-loved with a diſ- 
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for him, was greatly affected 


to your conſciouſneſs of the 
human heart for the -ardour . 
of my love ſeſus ſaid to 
him, Feed my ſheep. 

18 Be aſſured, added he, 
of the truth of what I am go- 
ing to declare to you—When 


in your activity and liberty, 
and went unmoleſted where- 
ever your inclination led you 
But when you are old, this 
your liberty will be abridged, 
your hands be confined, and 
you be conducted at the plea- 


19 In theſe words Jeſus 
expreſsly predicted and de- 
ſcribed the particular circum- 
ſtances of that death, which 
Peter was afterwards to ſuffer 
for the goſpel . When Jeſus 
had ſpoken this he ordered 
Peter to follow him. 

20 Peter turning and ſeeing 
that diſciple following him, 


tinguiſhed affection, and who, 
at the paſchal ſupper, reclin- 
ed on his boſom, aſked him 
to diſcover to him the perſon 
who was to betray him : 

21 Peter ſeeing him, ſaid 
to Jeſus—Pleaſe, Sir! to in- 
form me what future fortune 
awaits this perſon ? 
24 en laid to him Sup- 


poſe 
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poſe it is my defire he ſhould 
continue in life *till the time 
of my * coming, how doth it 
concern you? Do you fol- 
low me. 

23 The words which Jeſus 
now ſpoke relative to this diſ- 
Ciple, gave riſe to an opinion, 
which the other apoſtles 
maintained — That this diſ- 
ciple would never die Tho 
Jeſus never aſſerted any ſuch 
thing He only ſaid, If it 
was his defire that this apoſtle 
ſhould continue in being till 
the time of his coming, what 
concern was it to Peter.” 

24 The diſciple who at- 
= We r is the” writer 


41 
0d 


2 The deftrudtion of  Jerafalom. 


of Irsus. Chap. xxi. 


of this hiftory— who is him- 
ſelf convinced of the truth 
and veracity of what he hath 
recorded. | 
25 But were all the par- 
ticular miracles, actions, and 
diſcourſes of Jeſus to be mis. 
nutely and circumſtantia y 
recorded, for there were a 
great many more than thoſe 
that have been publiſhed, the 
conſequence would: be, I am 
perſuaded, that the world 
would never“ receive and gh | 
brace a religion, whoſe hiſtory 
was contained in ſuch a vaſt 
number of large volumes as 
the life of Chriſt would then 


neceſſarily compoſe. Jt 


ps frequently ſignifies to e hands 40 Al cannot PR 
this * aro 


387 [LED Matth. xix. 11. 
Sorauw © b, XwpelT e. Matth. xix. 12. Receive us, 
To IEP epirev u yore pod. 


receive ik. 
opnoare eas. 2 Cor. vii. 2. 
l dinner doth not aanit treachery 


He that. can receive it, let him 


Plutarch Lycurg. p. 86. Edit. 


_ Bvo. Chriſtians alone have 3 the truth. Movovg Bs Xp 


vs 7, aanl)eray AT en 
Paris 1636. As man could receive 
e — Grabe 379. Able 
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T heophilus ad Autolycum, p. 110. 
him. Os arloor& avrov . 
to receive the revelation of the val ; 
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W 
N the firſt Volume. 1 
gave you, O Theo- 

Kh a minute detail of 

the miracles which Jeſus per- 


formed, and of the doctrines 


which he taught, 
2 The hiſtory of theſe 
tranſactions was brought 
down to the day\ of his aſ- 
ſumption. into heaven, after | 
he had juſt delivered his laſt 
infcractions to thoſe apoſtles 
whom be had choſen by the 
direction of the holy ſpirit. 


tons he frequently, after 
B ucifixion, exhibited him- 


| ſelf alive — giving them, for 
the ſpace of forty days, the 


ampleft conviction of the 
identity of his perſon 
repeatedly converſing with 
them in an and undiſ- 
guiſed 7; anner 
courſi g to them of the na- 
ture 24 the Meſſiah's king- 


and dif- | 


4 Being all collected to- 


_—_ - charged them. not 
to ſeparate from Jeruſalem, 
but to continue there in a 
body, and wait the accoms- 
pliſhment of that divine pro- 
miſe, of which he had given 
them the ſtrongeſt aſſurances. 
5 Telling them, that Jobs 
baptized o y with water, but 
that they would, in a few 
days, de baptized. wilt: the 
holy ſpirit. E 
- 6 The diſciples, why were 
now all 1 then aſked 
him—Sir! do you-intend-at 


this time to break off the 
3 To theſe his ſelect com- 


Roman yoke, and to inveſt 
Iſrael with univerſaldominion? | 

7: He anſwered It is no 
part of your duty ſolicitouſſy 
to pry into theſe periods and 
diſpenſations, the knowledge 
of which the moſt High hath 
ſolely referved to himſelf as 
bas great prerogative. 

8 Let it ſuffice you to be 
aſſured, That you: ſhall re- 
ceive the powerful effuſion of 
the holy ſpirit, and that you 
ſhall be enabled to * 

the 
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the tranſactions of which you 
have been witneſſes, not only p 


in Jeruſalem, and in all Ju- 


dæa and Samaria, but to the 


remoteſt limits of the world. 
9 When he had ſaid this, 
they ſaw. him elevated from 
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the earth-—and a cloud inter- 


poſing conveyed him from 


their ſight. 

10 Their eyes Wa in- 
renſely fixed on the ſky after 
his removal from their view, 
behold ! two heavenly meſſen- 
gers in an human form, and 
arrayed in dazzling whiteneſs, 
ſuddenly preſented - them- 
ſelves, «if 

11. and chats accoſted them 
O ye Galilæans! why do 
you ſtand gazing on heaven 
with ſuch ardent and eager 


looks ? — This Jeſus, whom 


vou have ſeen conveyed from 

ou into the manſions of the 

leſſed, ſhall one day deſcend 

in a manner ſimilar to this, of 

which you- have 4 been 
tors. 

12 When they heard this, 


they quitted the mount of O- 


lives, which 1s very near the 


city, diſtant only a ſabbath 


day*s journey, and returned 
to Jeruſalem. 3 

13 The names of the apoſ- 
tles, who had now been wit- 
neſſes of the aſcenſion of Je- 
ſus, are theſe : Peter, James, 
John, Andrew, Philip, Tho- 
mas, Bartholomew, Mat- 


* 


chaſed with the hire o 


Chap. i. 


thew, James the ſon of Al- 
hæus, Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas the brother of 


James Theſe, upon their 


entrance into the city, imme- 
diately repaired to that apart - 
ment, in which they had 8 
fore uſed · to aſſemble. 

14 Here this ſociety — 
tinued in fervent prayer, and 
in the devout exerciſes of re- 
ligion — being allo. accompa- 
nied by ſeveral pious women, 
and by the mother and bela 
tions of Jeſus. 

16 The number of pen ö 
here convened might amount 
to about one hundred and 
twenty in the midſt of theſe 
Peter ſtood up, and thus ad- 
3 himſelf to te: . 
by; 

16 Ke Bieckren ! Such 
dreadful judgments, as Da- 
vid prophetically. denounced 
againſt his enemies, muſt. 
needs at laſt overtake ſuch a 
wretch as Judas—who by an 
act of the blackeſt perfidy 


betrayed our divine maſter, 


and put himſelf at the head of 


thoſe who apprehended him. 


17 This abandoned crea- 
ture, you know, was once a 
member of our ſociety, and 


formerly obtained a ſhare in 


the ſacred office of the e 


tolate. 


18 A field Med y was ur- 
his 


iniquity—but this. field ou 
ſtaine 


Chap. i. 
ſtained with the traitor's 
e in this field he 

nged himſelf, but falling 
— long from the tree, he 
burſt aſunder, and all his 
bowels inſtantly” guſhed our. 

19 (This dreadful fate of | 
Judas was univerſally known 
in the city —— fo univerſally 


known, that from this cir- | 


cumſtance, the field, 
which' this dire event happens 
ed, was afterwards called in 
the language of the country, 
Akeldama — which tranſlated | 
ſignifies the bloody field.) 

20 To ſuch enormous | 
wickedneſs I may juſtly ap- 
ply the following paſſages in 
the book of Pſalms — © Let | 
< his' habitation be deſolate, 
and let no one, for ever, | 
fix his reſidence in it 
Let that office, with which | 
he was inveſted, derolve up-. 
on another.“ 

21 It is highly wecefſiry; | 
chars; that we elect into 
his place ſome, one member 
of this ſociety, who hath been 
an early and conſtant com- 
panion of our Lord Jeſus 

22 from the time that his 
public miniſtry commenced, 
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tized him, to the day of his 
aſſumption from us into hea- 
ven—one who is able to join 
his teſtimony, to ours, of the 
truth of Chriſt's reſurrection.ꝰ 
23 Upon this propoſal two 
s were nominated, Jo- 

ſeply called Barſabas, ſurnams- 
ed Juſtus—and Matthias. 
24 Upon theſe two being 


in] preſented to the apoſtles, they 


devoutly preferred the fol- 
lowing petition to God — 
O thou, who haſt the moſt 
7 knowledge of the hu- 
man heart, be pleaſed to in- 
dicate which of theſe 'two 
| perſons thine infinite wiſdom 


| e to be moſt fit 


29 to diſcharge this moſt 
arduous office, and to ſupply 
that facred place of the apo- 

ſtolate, which by the wicke4- 
neſs of Judas i is now dennen 1 
'vacant! pa 

26 When Fw had addreſs 
d to heaven this prayer, 
they put the names of theſe 
two diſciples to a ballot — 
which being drawn out the 
lot fell upon Matthias—who 


; 


| was accordingly, by the una- 


nimous conſent of all, inveſt- 


ed with the rank and aigner 


which was when John bap- 


* Fa 


of an 125 . 


b Theſe : are the — not of Peter, but of the H gene 
aigeſer the reading, which the Alexandrian MS.” exhibits, is = 


2 — Ke is the RTE ern —_ and. opt hne. Ki 


4 


4 25 
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to the place But when dif. 
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cu AP. „ ern] —— perſons heard them 
1 HIS company, ac- | fluently ſpeak the languages 

22 cording to mutual | of the reſpective countries in 


appointment, were all aſſem- which they reſided, | 
bled together on the day of | 7 they were filled with the 


Pentecoſt, which was now ar- 
rived : * 

2 When ſuddenlys there 
iſſued from the ſky a vehe- 
ment ſound like the loud 
blaſt of a violent ruſhing wind, 
which broke over, and occu- 
pied, the whole houſe, in 
which they were convened. 
3 They then ſaw a flame 
burſt into the room, whoſe 
broken and divided particles 
flaſhed over the heads of the 
apoſtles in the form. as it 
were, of fiery tongues *. 
0 were all inſtanta- 

neouſly Sled with the holy 
and endowed with the 
faculty of converſing in dif- 


ferent languages according as 


the ſpirit directed — to uſe 1 


_ this ſupernatural gi 


_- =; Ar this Coe Feral: bi 
lem was crowded with great | 
numbers of devout Jews from 
every nation. in the Known 
| world. 

6 When the report, there- 
event 
was diffuſed in the city, vaſt | 


fore, of this aſto 


crowds Immediately flocked 


laſt aftonithment and furprize, 
and ſaid in amazement, one 
to another Are not all theſe 
r who — wrong 
2 vaſt variety o languages, 
iterate Galileans * ! 

8 How is it therefore that 
they have acquired ſuch a 
perfect fill in the iar 
languages of the ſeveral coun- 
tries, in Which we were 
born | _ 

9 Thoſe of us b are 
Parthians, Medes, and Per- 
ſians; who reſide in Meſo- 
potamia, in Judaza, in Cap- 
padocia, and in Pontus, or 
in 2 Nie e A 


Arabia— All af us hear Mc 
converſe in the different lan- 
guages of theſe our reſpective 
countries, and celebrate the 
wonderful works of God. 

12 At an event ſo ſignal 
and aſtoniſhing — were in- 


= This is Dr. Middleer's anda. 


This 


af tongues was ordained by divine providence to be le : 


ed at this time, to convince thefe people, who came from various countries, 


that they were endowed by a due commiſſion, 


2 


expreſſibly 


— 


16 But this great event, | 20 Pillars of ſmoak from 


„ O ye inhabitants of Ju- 
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expreſibly amazed and con-] 17 * In the laſt period of 
founded ſaying, one to an-|* the | Jewiſh | diſpenſation, 


other—How is this to be ac-| © faith God, I will pour the 


counted for! What doth it ]“ gifts of my divine, ſpirit, 


tend! Jin the moſt copious abun- 


4 . : 


13 But others made the] dance, upon perſons of all 
preſent ſcene the object of | © nations indiſcriminately — 


their banter and ridicule, and | © To your ſons and to your 


ſaid— This is nothing at all] daughters I will freely com- 
but the fumes of © ſweet wine! | © municateſupernaturalpow- 


14 Peter then with the e- ers—your young men ſhall 
leven- apoſtles ſtood up, and| © be favoured with prophe- 
raiſing his voice, thus addreſ-| ** tic viſions, the aged with 
ſed the collected multitude—]** propetic dreams. 

18 © In thoſe times I will 
dza!. and ye ſtrangers, who| “ impartially ſhed the ſelect- 
have been induced by princi-|** eſt influences of my ſpirit 
ples of religion to refide in] upon perſons of both ſexes, 


this metropolis! Let me foli-| © in the loweſt ſtations and 


licit your ſerious attention to © conditions of life, without 
the ſolemn and momentous | ©* diſtintion, who ſhall be 


"truths I ſhall now deliver. “ enabled to exert the moſt 


15 This ſcene, of which]“ amazing powers. 


you have been witneſſes, a-{ 19 In theſe times I will 
riſeth not, as ſome of you] exhibit prodigious omens 
have inſinuated, from intoxi-] © in the ſky, and inauſpici- 


cation—for conſider, it is yet| ** ous prodigies on the earth, 
but nine o'clock in the mor-] blood, and fire, and duſky 

| 5 J vapours. e 
which you now ſee, hath | burning cities ſhall ſhroud 
been expreſsly predicted by] the ſun in darkneſs and 
the prophet Joel in the fol- mah the moon appear like 
lowing paſſage: _ blood and then ſhall char 


'_ © yazvnes. Muſtum. Tu O, ar une lu mepieynrac m ay 3100, 
.YAuxty eue Toruy yoovar : Plutarch Nat. Quæſt. p. 1694 Edit. Steph. 
TxsHEs ef orvou πνν,¾᷑ papttc. Polyeni Stratagem. p. 272. Edit. Cajau- 
boni Lug. 1589. : 

t The Jews neither eat or drink till after 9 o'clock. in the morning, 
when the firſt public prayers were over. See Uni verſal Hiſtory Vol. x. 
p. 618. gvo. e | | TY 
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BY 5 and memorable de- 
ruction enſue. 

21 But from the dire 
44 calamities the pious and 
« virtuous ſhall providential- þ 
« « lyeſcape*,”. 

22. U entreat you, 0 Ifrael-} 
res, to give a candid atten- 
tion to what I am going to 
declare — The late Jeſus of 


Nazareth, to whoſe name you | 


are no ſtrangers, was a per- 
ſon, whom the moſt High cn- 
dowed with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed powers—andheabun- 
dantly evinced his divine com- 
miſſion among you by per- 
forming thoſe amazing ope- 
rations, of which you were 
ſpectators. 


23 This ue e pro- 


phet, whom the Deity in the 


counſels of his infinite wiſdom 
gave you from heaven to be 


your inſtructor, you perſe- 


<uted, you apprehended as“ rors of 


A malefactor, and, by an act 


of the moſt atrocious and 


complicated guilt, you cru- 
cified and murdered: 


24 This moſt eminent per- 


ſonage God reſtored to life 
burſting by his irreſiſtible om- 
nipotence the ſtrong bonds 
of death—for it was impoſſi- 
ble that death could have any 


power to detain bim as its 
captive. 


„ Of venikem by the Romans. | 
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25 This [ia event hath 
David prophetically deſcrib- 


edi in the following paſſage 


Jam perſuaded that the 
« Supreme is my, conſt; 
„guardian and bee 
« am at all times ſurround 
by hispreſence—Nohuman 
evil therefore, ſhall, ever 
ſhake the ſolid foundation 
of my happinefs..... .._ 
26 The pleaſing « conſci- 
4 ouſneſs of this fills my heart 
« with grateful tranſports 
* and my mouth with ſtrains 
of pious exultations—even 
© my body I commit to the 
* 2 with the pleaſing 
“hope of immortality, _. 
27 © perſuaded that thou 
e wilt not for a long time 
« conſign me to the manſions 
« of the grave, or ſuffer the 
« diſtinguiſhed object of thy 
. affections ro ſuffer the hor- 
utrefaction. 
28 „Thou haſt given me 
the tranſporting aſſurance 
that thou wilt raiſe me to 


X 0 Ao _ 
K „ A * N 


ce 


the poſſeſſion of ableſſed im- 


* mortality, and wilt advance 


me to the moſt conſummate 
e and exalted felicity. “ 

Brethren! permit me 
ee to declare to you, that 
theſe words, which 1 have re- 
cited, are by no means appli- 


cable to our great a 


. 


The chriſtiant, mindful of our 4 7 ' words, abandoned 4 they, 9 


4 Nat it Was inveſted. 
N. = 


* << 3 wa * LY — — 


= -4 


| Day Wh 
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David—for he paid the com- | 


nion debt to nature—his bo- 
dy was interred, and hath 
long been reduced to corrup- 
tion and duſt, and his monu- 
ment remains to this day. 
30 But this illuſtrious mo- 
narch and prophet being con- 


ſcious of the important pro- 


miſe, which God was pleaſed 
to confirm to him by the moſt 


ſolemn ſanction, That the 


Meſſiah ſhould deſcend. from 
him, 

31 and. Bel favoured 
with a clear view of this 
grand future event, he pro- 
phetically ſpoke of the reſur- 
rection of the Meſſiah ex- 
preſsly declaring in the words 
I have cited, That God 

would not for a long time 
conſign the Meiſiah to the 
manſions of the grave, or 
permit his body to ſuffer cor- 
ruption. 

32 This Jeſus, whom you 
have murdered, God raiſed 
from the grave Of the truth 
of this fact we are all witneſſes. 

33 This Jeſus being exalt- 
ed to the moſt diſtinguiſhed. 
dignity, and having received 
from the Deity the gifts of 
the holy ſpirit, which he aſ- 
ſured us he would communi- 


cate after his aſcenſion, hath | 


now ſhed them upon us in 
thar copious effuſion of which 
you ate witneſſes. 
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did not aſcend into the celeſ- | 
tial regions—he, therefore, 
in the following paſſage un- 


doubtedly refers to the aſcen- 


© ſupreme Jehovah ſaid to 
C my Lord, Sit thou at my 
0 right hand, | 

5 ill! have totally! ſab 
* jected all thy foes to thy 


£. dominion.” 


26 Let therefore the whole 
race of Ifracl be confidently 
aſſured of this, That that Je- 
ſus, whom you lately cruci- 
fied, was the Meſſiah, and 
that Gop hath now conftitut- 
ed him univerſal governour. 

37 Upon hearing this they 
were pierced with the moſt 
cutting anguiſh and remorſe 
of conſcience—and in great 
diſtreſs of mind coming about 
Peter, and about the other 
apoſtles, they cried ont 
Brethren! what ſhall we do! 

38 Repent, Peter faid to 
them, repent with unfeigned 
contrition, and let every one 
of you be baptized into the 
profeſſion that Jeſns is the 
true Meſſiah— If you do this, 
your former fins will be ex- 

unged, and you alſo will be 
e with the gifts of the 
holy ſpirit. 

39 For this ſupernatural 
donation, which you now fee 
conferred upon zs, is allo to 


extend to you and to yours, 


and to all perſons in the re- 


34 ang after his deceaſe 


B b 2 moteſt 


„ion of the Meſſiah — “. The 


3 
moteſt parts of the world, 
who ſhall comply with this 
divine invitation. 
40 Many other arguments 
beſides theſe he ſtrenuouſly 
urged, in order to prevail 
with them to embrace the 
ooſpel— beſeeching them, in 
the moſt importunate terms, 
to ſave themſelves from the 
vices and infidelity of a de- 
praved and profligate age. 

41 The aſſembled multi- 
tude, with great willingneſs 
complied with his admoni- 
tions, and were baptized—— 
That day there were made a 
bout three thouſand converts 
to the goſpel. | 

42 Theſe all firmly adher- 
ed to the doctrine of the A- 
poſtles, maintained a mutual 
triendly intercourſe with each 
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| aſtoniſhing miracles as proofs 
of their divine commiſſion. 
| $—44 AlL, who were now 
convinced of the truth of the 
| goſpel, formed themſelves in- 
to a fociety, and agreed to 
have a community of goods. 
45 So that thoſe who had 
any eſtates, or poſſeſſions, 
fold them, and put the mo- 
ney in one common fund, for 
the aſſiſtance of ſuch as were 
in indigent circumſtances. 
46 Every day they con- 
ſtantly attended the public 
. worſhip of God in the temple 
and * to their apartment 
they again retired to partake 
of 'one common meal, where 
the greateſt mutual harmony, 
ebe and ſincerity reign- 
ed: 
47 with pious fervour ce- 


| 
| 


other, and unanimoully join- { lebrating the praiſes of God, 


ed in the ſocial exereiſes of 
prayer and devotion. | 
43 This fignal tranſaction 
ſtruck every perſon with ſo- 
lemn religious awe — The a- 


and hitherto happy in the fa- 
vour and eſteem of the multi- 
tude—Not a day now paſſed, 
but the goſpel gained ſome 

ew converts. 905 


| 


— 


poſtles alſo performed many 


1 Kar? otxoy never ſignifies 2 houſe to houſe, but univerſally, in the 


houſe. See the following initances 
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Chap. iii. 
CHAP. III. 


0 ter and John went to- 
gether to the temple at three 
o'clock in the afternoon— the 
hour appointed for public 
prayer. 

2 Here a miſerable help- 
leſs cripple, lame from his 
birth, was every day carried, 
and laid down at one of the 
gates, which for its magnifi- ] 
cence was called the Beautiful, 
to beg an alms of thoſe who 


attended divine, worſhip, | 


3 This unhappy object, 
= Peter and John going 
to enter the temple, ſuppli- 
cated their charity. 


4 Peter upon this turned, 


and fixing his eyes intenſely | 
upon this unfortunate crea- | 
ture, ſaid to him — Do you 
obſerve and attend to us. 

5 This greatly engaged 
the man's attention, and fill- 
ed him with pleaſing hopes | 
of their generoſity. 

6 Peter then ſaid to him 
I have neither ſilver nor 
gold to beſtow - but the bleſ- 
ling I have to contribute, 
that I freely diſpenſe — By a 


power communicated to me 
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Gah, I command you to riſe. 
and walk ! 

7 He then took hold of 
his right hand, and raiſed him, 
up—that inſtant his legs and 
fcetwerenerved with ſtrength. 

.8 He ſprung} up with ac- 
tivity and vigour — he ſtood 
and walked with firmneſs — 
and went along with them in- 
to the temple, in a flood of 
tumultuous joy, bounding, 
leaping, and celebrating the 
goodneſs of God in ſtrains of 
the moſt ardent gratitude. 

9 His rapturous geſtures 
and loud accents of praiſe to 
God turned upon him the at- 
tention of all the people, 
who were come to worſhip. 

10 Theſe were all perfect- 
ly convinced that it was him, 
who uſed every day to fit and 
beg at the Beautiful gate of 
the temple—but how this a- 
ſtoniſhing alteration was ef- 
fected, was what filled them 
with the laſt amazement. 

11 The cripple, who was 
now reſtored to the perfect uſe 
of his limbs, in an ecſtaſy of joy 
embracing and folding his be- 
nefactors in his arms, all the 
people collected about the 
apoſtles in Solomon's portico 
— ſtruck with inexpreſſible 


* Arg rue 8 h Te r. ep“ eve, Tu O02; Ye T. N. © Twice 


every day, in the mornin 
officiate at the altar, a 


1 
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and about three in the afternoon, - the 
a abandon not the ſacrifices, whatever 
and calamities aſſail 3 i ”  Foſephi Ant. 14. C. 4. $- 3 Hudjon. 
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rieſts 
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374 
aſtoniſhment at ſo wonderful 
gaure n s ei 
12 Peter ſeeing this vaſt 
concourſe of people, that 
were now gathered about 


him, thus addreſſed them — 


«Oye Iſraelites! Why ſhould 
this miracle attract ſo much 
of your admiration! Why do 
you fix your eyes ſo intenſely 
upon us, as if we had reſtored 
this cripple to the uſe of his 
limbs by any perſonal power 


that we could exert, or by | 


any ſuperior holineſs that we 
haveattained!/ 
13 The God of your illuſ- 
trious progenitors Abraham, 
Haac and Jacob, hath now dig- 
nified and: gloriouſly exalted 
his ſon Jeſus, that divine pro- 
phet whom you perſecuted 
with implacable rage, whom 
you publickly diſavowed and 
abjured before-Pilate's tribu- 
nal, tho'.he was convinced of 
his innocence and Jaboured 
to-acquit him. e 
14 This eminent prophet, 
whoſe life was irreproachable, 
and diſtinguiſhed by the moſt 
exalted virtues, you publick-. 
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ly renounced, and importun- 
ed the governour to gratify 
you with releaſing even a 
murderer, rather than he 
ſhould eſcape with life 
135 In the blood of the 
firſt author and original donor 
of immortality, you have im- 
brued your hands But be 
aſſured that God raiſed this 
glorious perſonage from the 
grave Of the truth of this 
fact we are all witneſſe. 
16 It is /olely owing to a 
power derived from him that 
this helpleſs cripple, whom 
you ſee before you, and whom 
you have long known, is now 
reſtored to perfect vigour It 
18 ſolely, I repeat it, a firm per- 
ſuaſion that he is the great Meſ- 
ſiah that hath invigorated his 

limbs with ſtrength, as you 
are all witneſſes 

17 And now, Brethren, I 

flatter myſelf that you and 
your governours would never 
have wilfully incurred ſuch 
guilt, had you really known 
the dignity of this perſon's 
character and miſſion. 


| 


* 


1 Apyny@ fignifies the fr and primary. author of any thing. The 
family of Alcibiades —_— be derived from Eru/acus = 7k of Ajax; 
who was its original author, aoynyor, Plutarch Alcibiad. p. 349. Ed. Gr, 
Steph. Inactivity aud idleneſs are the 2 origin and ſole cauſe of ſe- 
dition. epynyor Ka; ovev ator. Polybius, p. 67. Tavryv apynyow 
X21 e K. T. A. This is to be regarded as the rf origin and cauſe, 
p. 126. Aratus is to be looked upon as the fir/? author and conductor of 
the whole ſcheme. apynyor xa: xabnytpora An oAiig £71CoAhug, p. 127. 
Ed. Hanoy. 1619. Ypugs. v, dpynyt, 6100905, Ta NaareTTON 
Phocylides, Ver. 40, | : £ 
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ever, 


: ly indicated and pre- ſignified 


Chapæ iii. 
ever, in bis manner hath been 
pleaſed to  accomplith choſe 
predictions Which he anoun- 
ced to the world by all the 
antient prophets, That the 
Meſſiah was to ſufferr. 
29 Let me, therefore, beg 
to repent with unfeigned © 
contrition, and to acknow- 
ledge Jeſus to be the Meſſiah; 
that the heinous crimes you 
have perpetrated may for ever 
be blotted out, and that you 
may attain that eternal felici- 
ty, which God will beſtow. 
20 For this illuſtrious per- 
ſon hath the Deity appointed 
to be the judge of the world: 
and he will one day deſcend 
from heaven to execute this 
commiſſion: 


21 But *cill this grand e- 
with our pious anceſtors; in 


r 


vent, till the final renovation 
of all things, he will continue 
in the manſions of immortal 
glory The intereſting tranſ- 

actions of the period, in which 
you now live, hath God clear- 


by all the prophets that ever 
flouriſned from the firſt com- 
mencement of the Jewiſh diſ- 
r 

22 For example, our great 
Laws -gliver gave our. forefa- 
thers this : prophetic admo- 
nition— © A prophet ſimilar 
3 to me ſhall the Lord your 
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up among you Do you 
M diligently hear and obey 
all the inſtructions he ſhall 
* deliver unto you. 

23 For be aſſured * 
ay every perſon; who wiltully 
« difobeys the injunctions of 

that illuſtrious prophet ſhall 
be involved in the moſt fa⸗ | 
<<. tal deſtruction. 

24 And not only Moſes; 
but every prophet from Sa- 
muel, in every ſuccreding 
age, hath expreſsly declared, 
and minutely deſcribed, the 
events of the preſent age. 

25 You, Sirs ! are — 
highly diſtinguiſned nation, 
to which God ſent his pro- 
phets — Vou are principally 
intereſted in that covenant 
which God ſolemnly ratified 


which he aſſured Abraham in 
particular, That by one of his 
deſcendents” the whole hus 
man race ſhould be bleſſed 
with the mie ne n 
leges e: 

26 And, nally; it is to 
You, that the great God, Who 
hath raiſed his ſon from the 


dead, now vouchſafes to make 


the 2 offers of the goſpel 
moſt mereifully deligning to 
reclaim you all from your 
wickedneſs, . and to. confer 
upon you the moſt ample 


6 Vol, in Aa A8 raiſe | 


- a 
©. T4 Þ \ 


8 * » * 
n 


B b 4 


and ene n 
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CHAP. iv. 


1 7 haranguing the col. 


lected Aae the prieſts, 
the Sadducees and the ® of- 
ficer of the temple guards 
ſuddenly appeared, and ad- 
vanced up to them : 

2 being fired with extreme 

rage and indignation at the 
apoſtles for the liberty they 
aſſumed of publickly inſtruct- 


ing the people, and for plead- 


ing the authority of Jeſus in 


3 


propagating the doctrine of a 


tuture ſtate, 

3 they immediately ſeiz- 
ed them — dragged them a- 
way — and confined them in 
the public priſon *rill the next 
day, it being now evening. 

4 Many however of the | — 
audience were convinced that 
they acted by a divine com- 
miſſion, and embraced the 
Chriſtian religion — 


ſand. 3 
$ — 5; Taz next. day an 


aſſembly was conyoked—and 


hy een of the Sanhe- 


i 
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HILE they were 


The| f 
number of theſe converts a- 
mounted to above five thou- 


Chap. iv. 


drim, the principal ma il 
trates, the ſcribes, P 

6 The high prieſts Sms 
and Caiaphas, and alſo John 
and Alexander, and all the 
illuſtrious perſonages, who 
were relations of the ponti- 
fical family, met in ed 
evuncl, | 

7 When the ſupreme court 
was convened and *® ſeated, 
they ordered the two prito- 
ners before them, and thus 
interrogated them Tell 
us whence you. derived the 
miraculous power you have 
| lately exerted—and what au- 
thority you have for acting in 
the manner you have 4 

8 To theſe queſtions Peter, 
being inſtantly | filled with the 


divine afflatus, thus replied 


Je illuſtrious Senators 
and magiſtrates of Iſrael! 0 
9 Since we are now thus 
publickly called « 00 to in+ 


orm you, from w t ſource 


that beneficial power. was de- 
rived, which was 
exerted on the helpleſs mo” 


yeſterday 


| oma be it Auen to chis 
auguſt alfembly and to rhe | 


m From this and ſeveral other bange of: ſcripture, Tube xviii. 12. 


Hts v. 24. 26, it appears that the Jews had a 


ody of ſoldiers that 


arded the temple to prevent any diſturbance during the miniſtration 


of ſuch an immenſe number of prieſts | and levites. _ 


ver theſe guards 


one perſon had the ſupreme command. Fo oſephus mentions ſuch an of- 


ficer. Tov FpaTnyey A 
Eaes” er por Sp. 
=. They ſat 1 in a ſemicircle. 


Ant. Tab. 20. F. 2. 
5. J. 2. C. 17. §. 2. 


. ApofwyTts 215 Toy 
Hua/on. 


whole 


Chap. iv: 


er de- 
rived from that + — of Na- 
zareth, whom you lately cru- 
cified, but whom God raiſed 
from the dead. 

11 This Jeſus is 15 ſroge 
which you the pretended 
builders -of the church of 
God rejected — but who is 
now become the grand cor- 
ner ſtone to unite and con- 
ſolidate the divine edifice. 

12 He is the /ole author of 
that amazing operation that 
hath been now diſplayed — 
To hiny alone it is to be a- 
ſcribed — By no other be- 
ing in the whole univerſe of 


nature can ſuch miraculous 


effects be produced.“ 

13 The whole Sanhedrim 
were aſtoniſhed at the un- 
daunted fortitude of theſe 
two apoſtles knowing them 
to be perſons, who had been 
deſtitute of a liberal educa- 
tion, and in a private and 
obſcure ſtation of life They 
knew, however, that they had 
been the difciples and com- 
panions of Jeſus, 

14 The fight of the man 
too, who was now before 
them in | health and vi- 


. See the 2 ws. 
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whole community of Ifrael, 
That bis perſon, who now 
ſtands before you all, was 
miraculouſly reſtored to per- 
fect vigour by a 
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gour, precludedall objections, 


and effectually ſilenced them. 

14 The two priſoners, af- 
ter this, being ordered out of 
court, the members of the 
— mutually conferred 

together. 

16 What conduct, they 
ſaid, ſhall we obſerve towards 
theſe men? — It is abſolutely 
impoſſible for us either to 
ſtifle, or to deny, the ſignal 
miracle they have performed 
upon this man — The whole 
city is full of it, and every 
one is convinced of its truth. 

17 Let us, in order to 
cruſh this cauſe in its infan- 
cy, now denounce the ſe- 
vereſt menaces againſt theſe 
perſons, and ſtrictiy prohibit 
them from ever publickly 
propagating true. derne 
for the future. 

18 Accordingly: ehop com- 
manded them' to be-called in 
— and laid upon them the 
molt folemn and rigid in- 
junctions not to promulgate, 
any more, the doctrines of Je- 
fas; or ever again attempt to 
make converts to them. 

19 Tothis threatning, Pe- 
ter and John thus replied — 
We leave it to the deciſion 
of your conſciences, Whe- 
ther it is fit we cr! roms 


_ or God. | 


20 For 


370 
20 For it is impoſſible for 
us to ſtifle thoſe truths, of 
which we are perſuaded upon | 
the ſtrongeſt evidence. 
21 The court, after adding 
farther menaces and interdic- 
tions, diſmiſſed them find- 
ing it a thing both unjuſtifi- 
able and unpopular to inflict 
any puniſnment upon them 
or all the people acknow- 
ledged the hand of God in 
this miracle, and were ſtruck 
with pious gratitude and ad- 
miration :; 

22 forthe ae 
it was performed was above 
forty years old, and univer- 
ally known. _, 

3 Tu two apoſtles, 
being. thus: diſmiſſed, went 


immediately to their fellow | | 
avert the threatnings that 


Chriſtians, and gave them a 
minute detail of the el 
tranſaction. 

24 When the company 
had heard their account, they 
unanimouſly offered the fol- 
lowing fervent prayer to God 

© O Lord! Thou art the 
one ſupreme God, the crea- 
tor and. governour of univerſal 
nature! 

25 We hive Arn theſe 
255 accompliſhed, which 
thine anointed fon, to deliver 

— “ What is it hath excited 
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them, from 
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What is it hath induced 
the Zewi/h nation to pur- 
* ſue ſuch iniquitous mea- 


„ ſures }-- 


26 * The — —— of 
« the earth, and the moſt il- 


9: luſtrious perſonages, are all 
convened and confederated 
together againſt e 


<<. again{t the Meſſiah! “ 
This prediction we 
have ſcen fulfiled—for Herod 
with the Fews———and' Pilate 
with the Heathens, conſpired, 


in this city, againſt: thine 
holy meſſenger Jeſus whom 
thou didſt inveſt with a . 


vine commiſſion, 


28 in order to execute — 


deſigns and counſels of thine 


infinite wiſdom: ---- 
29 be pleaſed, O God; a 


have been. denounced” 


thy ſervants, and ſuffer them 


not to be intimidated ; by 
publiſhing the 


truths of thy goſpel e in- 


trepid fortitude: e 
30 grant, that: * 3 


trines they teach may be far- 


ſpirit directed David, | ope 


ö 


* the rage of the Heathen ! | 


ther ſealed and confirmed by 
thy divine ſanction — and that 
by 2 * authority of thy holy 
meſſenger Jeſus, miraculous 
rations may till continue. 
to be effected! 

31 After they: had con- 
cluded theſe devout abe 


? See the MSS. 


the 
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the place in which © they | ney accruing from the fale, 
were aſſembled was violent- to the apoſtles 
ly ſhaken upon which there | 335 that being depoſits 1 
enſued a ſecond effuſion of | a. common fund, diſtribution 
the holy ſpirit upon all the | might be made to individuals 
company — and they were according to their eee 
enabled to preach the Chriſ-ſexigencies. 
tian religion with, undaunted 36 Artionie others, Joſes, a 
freedom. levite, a native of C Cyprus, 

&— 22 Tae body of theſe whom the apoſtles ſirnamed 
Chriſtian profeffors- was ac- | Barnabas — which tranſlated 
tuated by one mind, was in- nn the ſon of exhortation, 
formed by one foul — none | 37 having an eftate, ſold 
of them had any private pro- | it, and gave the apoſtles the 
perty diſtinct from the reſ. - money to — the com- 
there was an equal partition | mon fund. SEP 169] 
and community of intereſts gg ene 
among them. | 

o 5 The apoſtles allo, with "E H A P. V. 4g 
Sem” and invincible reſolu- x PT WO perſons a of 
tion, publickly declared their this ſociety, Ananias 
reſtimony to the truth of | and his wife Sapphira fold an 
Chriſt's reſurrection —— and | eſtate they had 
were'all endowed with ample 2 but they mudusly a- 
and diſtinguiſhed gifts. greed to ſecrete ſome part of 
34 In this ſociety there | the money and accordingly 
was no indigent and neceſ- delivered in the ref of it to 
ſitous perſon for thoſe, who | the Apoſtles as the hole 
had eſtates, or houſes, fold original fum. - THO! 
them, mid" "Dropghe the mo- 1 Upon _ Perer aid to 


o 


„ 


a eee, This word 5gnifes to ſecrete, intercept, A part of 
arhing in a elandeſtine manner. Ari ſtides being choſen ſuperintendent 
of the public n ſhewed that thoke who back been lately. in the ſame 
office had ri vate] intercepted 2 great deal of the money; Toaaa ney9- 
eherne. Plutarch. Ariltides, p. 587. He perſuaded the populace not to 
grant him a triumph, as having 22 hr og intercepted much of the public 
money: ro NH vevor Ot Meru. 49. Pempey ſhnowed the magi- 


ſtrates that Alexander one of his R had ſecreted the money. Fg 
Vita, p. 1134. For he being defirous to ſecrete to him/elf the greateſt part 

of 'the money: ! eig d 70 xfuharor Nee bid. p. 1213. Zait. 
Gr: Stephan. 


him 
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him—Ananias! How covldeſt | 7 About three hours after, 
thou ever harbour ſuch dia-] his wife, ignorant of her huſ- 
bolical wickedneſs in thine | band's fate, entered the room, 
heart as to imagine thou wert | 8 Peter directly turned to 
able to cheat and deceive | her and ſaid Tell me the 
the holy ſpirit by acting in | truth —— Did you really ſell 
this fraudulent manner your eſtate for juſt the mo- 
4 When the eſtate was un- | ney you delivered in to us? 
fold, was not the diſpoſal of She anſwered in the affirmative. 
it in your own power ?—and | 9 What could lead you to 
after you had fold it, was | confederate together in con- 
you not ſtill at your liberty? | triving. ſuch a fraud againſt 
What could induce you to | the ſpirit of God, and to hope 
at fo wicked a part! Tou] to — undetected? l hear 
have dared to impoſe, not up- | the ſound of their feet at the 
on men, but upon the great | door who have carried your 
God himfelf. huſband to his grave, and the 
5 When Ananias heard | ſame office they will perform 
theſe words, he was inſtantly | for yon 

ſtruck down upon the ground 10 the words were no 
by a divine power, and ex-] ſooner pronounced, but ſhe 
pired This ſhocking cir- ] inſtantly fell dead at his feet 
cumſtance filled all who heard | —The young perſons came 
of it with ſolemn and religi- | in,, found her eyes cloſed in 
ous awe, _ death, carried the dead body 
6 Some young perſons, out of the city, and depoſited 
then, who were . preſent, | it in the ſame grave with her 
ſwathed the. corpſe in linen | huſband. 
rollers, according to the Jew- 11 This awful event ſtruck 
iſh: cuſtom, and carrying it] the whole aſſembly with ſo- 
out of the city interred it. ] lemn dread, and eyery one, 


— 


* 


r Veuca&d 05 To rreuua 70 ce This verb with an accuſatiwe ſi 
niſies to 45 impoſe upon © Dercyl 5 ! this perſon 134 | _> 
ve; Taugt fs b . Nenophon Hellen. 5 86. Edit. 8vo. Gr. Baſil. 
It witneſſeth for Greece, that ſhe doth not belie that power and opulence 
the: is once ſaid to poſleſs : un Ne,, 71» Acyousrny ure  Plu- 
tarch Pericles, p. 288. Ariſtides did not belze his former reputation: x 
enfevoeTo Tur 5 Fav. Ariftides, p. 588. He deceived Tiribazus : Tipt- 
Cab o e:lcuogre. Plutarch Artaxerx. p. 1874. Edit. Gr. Steph. 8vo. 
edo with a dative is to tell a falſchood 70. a perſon e as in Ver. 4. 
Our, &:L:vaw 4 0porus MN T Ofw : VIZ. not the holy fpirit, but the ſur 
preme God. . Sg 

3 4 who 


13᷑4 a great many perſons, 


Chap. v. 


who heard of their tragic 
end. 


verts, at this time, uſed, by 
mutual appointment, to meet | 
in Solomon's portico. 

13 But to their ſociety none 
of the inſincere dared to join 
themſelves — The Chriſtian 
profeſſors. were, at preſent, 
happy in the eſteem and re- 
gards of the common people, 


of both ſexes, being convin- 
ced of the truth of the goſpel, 
and the number of the Chriſ- 
tians every day augmenting: 
15 for by the apoſtles, ma- 
ny ſignal and aſtoniſhing mi- 
racles, were publickly per- 
formed before all the people 
————=- for- inſtance, perſons | 
brought out their ſick and 
diſeaſed on beds and couches 
into the open ſtreets, and if 
even the ſhadow of Peter, as 
he walked along, did but on- 
ly paſs over them, they were 
inſtantly reſtored to perfect 
health. 

16 Great numbers alſo 
from the adjacent towns flock- 
ed to Jeruſalem, bringing 
with them their friends, who 
were either diſordered in 
their intellects, or laboured 


under other difeales—— who ' 


were all miraculouſly cured. 
- 17 Theſe actions filled the 
high prieſt and his friends, 


who were Sadducees, with 


12 Tur Chtiſtian con- 


and the o 
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extreme rage and en 


tion. 


18 Accordingly they ſeiz- 
ed the apoſtles, dragged them 


away, and confined them in 


the public priſon. 

19 But an angel of cis 
Lord, in the night, opened 
the priſon doors and bring- 
ing them out, thus accoſted 
them: 

20 Go you inſtantly into 
the temple, and preach to 


the people the doctrine of 


immortality. 
21 Accordingly, ſoon as 
the morning dawned, they 
repaired to the tem ple and 
taught the people— 


his friends convoked the 


neral . aſſembly and Senate of 
Iſrael—and diſpatched an or- 
der to the keepers of the jail 


to bring the priſoners before 
the court. 

22 But when the officers 
entered the priſon, they 


found no perſon within 


Accordingly they went into 
court, and reported this afto- 
niſhing circumſtance : | 
23 The doors of the pri- 
ſon, they faid, we found faſt 
locked and ſecured, and the 
keepers on duty — but when 
we entered the Jail we found 
it empty. 
: = This account alarmed 
the high prieſt, the clergy, 
- Reer of the 2 
guards 


In the 
morning the high prieſt and 


N 
| 
: 
| 
[ 
if 
x 


| 


to account for it. 
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guards and greatly perplex- | 
ed and embarraſſed them how 
23 In the mean time, chere 
came a —— into the court, 
and informed them, That 
the men; whom they had the 
day before put under confine- 
ment, were in the temple, pub- 
lickly inſtructing the people. 
26 Upon hearing this the 
officer went with his compa- 
ny to the temple, and brought 
them away but durſt not 


uſe violence, for fear the 


people ſhould overwhelm 
them with ſtones. Oy, 

27 The ſoldiers immedi- 
ately conducted the apoſtles 
into the court, and placed 
them before the Sanhedrim— 


Whom the high prieſt thus 


addreſſed : 

28 Did not we ſtrictly 
charge you on your peril not 
to. propagate your doctrines 
—and yet, in contempt of 
our authority you have filled 
the whole city with your prin- 
ciples—and have the effron- 
tery to charge us with the 
murder of your leader. 
29 Peter, and the cher 
apoſtles replied — It is 
our duty to obey God rather 
ian man. 


30 The great God, whom 


Chap: v. 
our anceſtors worſhipped; 
hath raiſed that Jeſus trom 
the dead, ' whom pho; ai 
fied and murdered.” LITE 
31 This illuſtrious per- 
ſonage hath God now exalted 
to the moſt diſtinguiſhed dig- 
nity, and | hath conſtituted 
him the ſaviour and governour 
of mankind — hereby moſt 
mercifully conſulting the re- 
formation, the forgiveneſs, 
and the eternal ſalvation” of 
ar. 
32 Of the truth of theſs 
important doctrines we here 
are witneſſes and their truth 
the holy ſpirit alſo of God, 
which is ſhed upon the obe. 
dient and well diſpoſed, hath 
ſtamped with his ſanction.“ 
33 Theſe aſſertions inflam- 
ed their rage and indignation 
to ſuch a degree, that they 
immediately conſulted toge- 
ther to put them to death. 
34 In the midſt of | theſe 
deliberations roſe up an od 
trious ſenator, Gamaliel, 
Phariſee, an eminent 8065 
of the law, and a perſon held 
in univerſal veneration — He 
deſired that the apoſtles might, 
for a few minutes, be ordered 
out of court: 
35 This done, he ny ads 


dreſſed himſelf to the council 


0 Athenians ! ſays the 5 Soerater, I love you with the warmed 
a che, but I will obey God rather than you: T7021... T0 big 


rey w n U. Plato's Apolog, P. 90. Edit. 36 Forſter. Oxon; 5 


. 9 
» — 
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+ I;beg, my fellow-citi- | you of his miſerable end alſo; 
Zeng you would be cautious | and of the total pe e, of 
in entering into any violent | all his aſſociate. 
meaſures with en to theſe 38 When I inflict: on hs 
periong.; 17770 | fate. of theſe two perſons; it 

36 Suffer me to id prompts me to adviſe you by 
you of * Theudas—You know | all means not to moleſt theſe 
ſome; time ago this impoſtor | people, but to let them 
by his arrogant pretenſions to | enjoy their principles undif- 
be ſome extraordinary perſon, | rurbed. — For be aſſured, If 
collected and attached to him j this ſcheme be a mere human 
a number of men, amounting contrivance, it will dwindle 
to about four hundred - Lou] and come to nothing; 

are acquainted with his tra- 39 but if it is ſupported 
gic fate, how he was ſlain, | on a divine authority, all the 
how his men were diſperſed, | power you can exert, will 
and. his whole ſyſtem diffolv- | never be able to ſubvert t 
ed and brought to nothing. Be cautious, therefore, leſt 

37 After him roſe ' Judas the | you be found at laſt to have 
Galilæan at the time of the aſ- oppoſed the ſacred will of 
ſeſſment, and alienated a very | heaven.” _ 
conſiderable number of per- | 40 He onde, and his ad. 
ſons. from their allegiance to | vice was received with uni- 
ns Romans—1 n not ay verſal approbation 2 


„ What St. Luke dan mentions concerning ae is ee by Te 
fephus. „ bales de rns Tud'ar95 eTITpemevorTC@ , Vong 716 ung QzuS as, 
&c. While Phadus was procurator of Judæa, one 2 heudas, an impoſtor, 
perſuades a great number of people to take their effects and attend him 
to the river Jordan: for he publickly declared himſelf a prophet, ſaid he 

uld divide the waters of the river by his authoritative mandate, and 
give them all an eaſy paſſage over. By theſe aſſertions he led many into 
a deception. Fadus however did not permit them to proceed in their 
madneſs. He diſpatched: a troop of horſe after them, who falling unex- 

edly upon them, killed and took great numbers. Theudas fell into 
their hands, they cut off his head, and brought it to Jeruſalem. This 
event happened at the time when Cuſpi ius Fadu us was Procurator of Ju- 
dza.” Jaſepbus Antiq. L. 20. C. 4 115 Hudſon. 

t Jaſephus often mentions this * s calling him, as St. Lake here 
doth, Fudas the Galilran, p. 974. 3. P- 1060. 8. and in one place Judas 
Gaulanites. Antiq. Lib. 18. C. 792. He alſo confirms our hiſ- 
torian's account by expreſsly 8 that he raiſed an inſurrection in 
the time of che a/e/ment of Judea. Ish Ts mucarr© IsSarwy og, 
oN un FINER Ts Amy Carve, OTE Kup - THANTHS 1 7 Tod ala 
N B. J. Lib. 7. p. 1313. Hudſon, 

ingly 
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ingly, after they had again 
ordered them into court, had 
ſcourged them, and repeat- 
edly charged them for the 


future not to diſſeminate the. 


doctrines of Jeſus, they diſ- 
| and who have been favoured 


miſſed them. £7774] 
41 The apoſtles went a- 
way from the Sanhedrim in 
great tranſport, That the 


were deemed worthy to ſuf- 


fer theſe indignities for their 
rofeſſion 
religion. 
42 And every day, 
in the temple, and in their 


own apartment, they inſtruc- 
ted the people, and proclaim- 


ed the joyful news that Jeſus 
was the Meſſiah... | 


S g — K 


1 JN the mean time, while 


the number of converts 
to Chriſtianity was greatly 
augmenting, the Helleniſtic 
Jews complained of the He- 
_ brews for neglecting their ne- 
ceſſitous widows in the daily 
diſtributions of the charitable 
— nous 
2 The twelve apoſtles upon 
this convening the whole ſo- 
ciety of the Chriſtians, thus 
addreſſed them © Brethren! 
It is highly improper that the 


important office, in which we 1 
| now. augmented to a. very 


conſiderable body — A great 


apoſtles are engaged of pro- 
\mulgating the goſpel, ſhould 
be interrupted by an attention 


of the Chriſtian 
| 3 


| 
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to the management of this 
fund. 1 2 
3 We therefore adviſe you 


to the election of ſeven per- 


ſons of unexceptionable cha- 
racters, of known abilities, 


with the divine afflatus, to 
ſuperintend this truſt. 

4 We apoſtles would whol- 
ly devote ourſelves to the ex- 
erciſes of devotion, and to 
the publication of the Chriſ- 
tian doctrines.” 1 4 
5 This propoſal was re- 
ceived by the aſſembly with 
univerſal approbation — and 
they immediately elected the 
following perſons — Stephen, 
a man of diſtinguiſhed fideli- 
ty, and eminently endowed 


with the gifts of the holy 


ſpirit, Philip, Prochorus, Ni- 
chanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas a native of An- 
tioch, who had been a pro- 
ſelyte to the Jewiſh religion. 

6 The aſſembly, after 
having made choice of theſe 


perſons, preſented them to 


the apoſtles — who after re- 
commending them to the 
bleſſing of God by their 
prayers, laid their hands up- 


on them. 


7 Chriſtianity now made a 
very great progreſs, and its 
converts in Jeruſalem were 


Jewiſh 


number alſo of the 
| clergy 
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clergy were convinced of its| ged him away, and .brought 


truth and embraced it. 
_ $—8 In the mean time, 
Stephen being endowed with 


diſtinguiſhed * powers, pub- 


lickly performed, in the pre- 
ſence of vaſt multitudes, ma- 
ny great and aſtoniſhing mi- 
racles. 5 1 
9 Upon this, ſeveral foreign 
Jews from * Libertum, Cy- 
rene, Alexandria, Cilicia, 
and Aſia minor, entered 
into a public diſpute with 
him. | | 
10 But theſe adverſaries 
were baffled and confounded 
by that ſuperior wiſdom and 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed ſpiritual 
gifts, which he poſſeſſed. 
11 Exaſperated at his vic- 


tory, they went and ſuborned 
perſons to ſwear that they 


had heard him ſpeak blaſphe- 
my againſt Moſes and againſt 
God. 


12 They alſo inflamed the 
populace, 
and the ſcribes againſt him 
They then ſeized him, drag- 


the magiſtrates, 
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him before the Sanhedrim. 
13 Here the falſe witneſ- 


ſes, whom they had procured, 
ſtood up, and ſaid—This per- 


ſon is continually uttering 


the moſt reproachful and in- 
vidious expreſſions both a- 
gainſt this“ ſacred place, and 
againſt the lay of Moſes. 

14 We have heard him aſ- 


ſert, That this Jeſus of Na- 


zareth would reduce this 
grand and ſacred ſtructure to 
a heap of ruins, and abrogate 
all thoſe religious inſtitutions, 
which our illuſtrious lawgiver 
hath tranſmitted to us. 

15 An extraordinary radi- 
ance, which was now obſerv- 
ed to dart from Stephen's 
countenance, attracted the 
eyes of the whole Sanhedrim 
upon him, as if he had been 
an angel deputed from God. 


CHAP. vii. 1 The high 
prieſt then turned to him and 
ſaid What have you to of- 
fer in vindication of yourſelf 


t XaprrC©-, and not ve, is the true reading. See Dr. Mill. 


u Libertum was a city and diſtrict in Cyren?. See Dr. LARDNER“s 
Appendix to his account of demontacs. 

Both Philo and Jaſephus are replete with inſtances of the prodigious 
veneration the Jews had for their temple. The following paſſage in Phil 
is remarkable. Ey ayri rTavror da, &c. One thing inſtead of all 
.others we deſire, that no innovations be introduced into the temple, 
but that it may be preſerved ſuch as we received it from our progenitors. 
If all our entreaties cannot obtain this, we freely deliver up ourſelves to 
deſtruction, that we may not live to ſee a calamity more dreadful than 


death.” Philo de leg. p. 1025. E. a 
ot Ce 


againſt 
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againſt the crimes, that are 
now alledged againſt you. 

2 Stephen then thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the aſſemb- 
y Brethren and fathers 
beg you would hear me 
with attention and candour— 
While our great progenitor 
Abraham lived in Meſopota- 
mia, before his reſidence in 
Charran, the Supreme and 
ever-bleſſed Jehovah appear- 
ed, 


3 and thus ſpoke to him— | 


Quit thy native country, and 
all thy relatives, and remove 
fo a region that I will point 
out to thee. 

4 Immediately, in compli- 
act with the divine com- 
mand, he relinquiſhed the 
country of the Chaldæans and 
reſided in Charran From 
this place too, after his fa- 
ther's deceaſe, he removed, 
in obedience to the divine di. 
rection, into this country, 
which you now inhabit. | 

5 God, however, did not 
give him any preſent poſſeſ- 


ſion in it, not even ſo much 


as a foot of land he only 
promiſed that he would give 
it to his deſcendents, and 
this at a time when Abraham 
had no proſpect of ever being 
bleſſed with children. 

6 To him God preſignifi- 
ed the future fate of his de- 
ſcendents Thy poſterity 

ſhall ſojourn in a a foreign coun- 
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try, where they ſhalt endure 


| 


* 


* 
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all the evils of ſervitude, and 
a ſeries of the moſt cruel ſuf- 
ferings for the ſpace of four 
hundred years. | 

7 But upon that nation, 
which ſhall oppreſs them with 
this inſolence and inhumani- 
ty, I will inflict many dire ca- 


lamities—after this they ſhall 
be removed and ſerve me in 


the country, in which thou 


nov reſideſt. 


8 In folemn' ratification of 
the truth of this prediction 
God enjoined upon him the 
rite of circutmcifion—Accor- 
dingly Iſaac was circumciſed 
the eighth day after his birth 
—and from Iſaac it was tranſ 


mitted to Jacob from Ja- 


cob to the twelve patriarehs. 

9 But the patriarchs, inſti- 
gated by envy, fold Jofeph 
into Egypt but there he 
was eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by the care and guardianſhip 


of heaven: 


10 For he was providen- 
tially extricated from all his 
difficulties and ſorrows that 
wiſdom, with which he was 
endowed, conciliated to him 
the favour and confidence of 
Pharao the ſovereign of E- 
gypt, by whom he was con- 
ſtituted not only the gover- 
nor of his domeſtic affairs, 
but of all his dominions. 

11 In proceſs of time that 


dire famine he predicted in- 
vaded . 
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vaded Egypt, and involved 


Canaan too in the laſt diſtreſs 
for our anceſtors now found 
their ſtores totally exhauſted. 
i2 In theſe melancholy 
circumſtances Jacob receiving 
information what an immenſe 
ſtock of corn had been accu- 
mulated in Egypt, immedi- 
ately diſpatched our anceſtors. 
thither. 

13 Upontheir ſecond com- 
ing to buy proviſions Joſeph 
diſcovered himſelf to his — 
thers — and made Pharao ac- 
quainted with his family: 

14 Joſeph then ſent = his 
father Jacob and all his near 
relations —amounting to ſe- 
venty five perſons. | 
21 £5 Jacob accordingly re- 
moved into Egypt — Where 
he, and our anceſtors, paid 
the debt to nature. 1 
16 But their remains were 
removed to Sychem, and de- 
poſited in that monument 
which Jacob purchaſed of the 
ſons of Emmor the father of 
Sychem. 
17 When the time, which 
| God had fixed for the accom- 


pliſhment of his prediction 


was now drawing near, and 


the race of Iſrael had now en- 


creaſed into an immenſe body: 


18 after a ſeries of years a 
monarch of another family aſ- 
cended the throne of Egypt, 
who knew nothing of Joiepd's 
ſervices. 

19 This ſovereign put in 
practice the molt inſidious arts 
againſt our race, inflicting e- 
very ſpecies of cruelty and 
oppreſſion upon our fore-fa- 
thers, and obliging them e- 
ven to expoſe their male 


children deſigning to de- 
ſtroy their very exiſtence as a 
People. 


20 In this unhappy pe- 
riod Moſes was born ——- 
an infant * divinely beau- 
tiful — whoſe uncommonly 


fair and engaging form de- 


termined his parents to edu- 
cate him privately at home 
where they concealed him 
three months. 

21 Being however at laſt 
obliged to expoſe him, the 
daughter of Pharao ſaw him 
as moved with tenderneſs 
—took up the helpleſs infant 


— brought him home, . edu- 
cated — and adopted him for 
her fon. 


22 By this means Moſes 


obtained a liberal education, 


and was carefully inſtructed 
in all oe erudition of the 


u A0. 10 Os. of Ged is the Jewiſh be The trump 
of God, 1 Thefl. iv. 16. ON SureaTe Tw Oe divinely potent, 2 Cor. 
4 'See note on Luke ii. 40. The ſuperior beauty of Moſes is atteſted 


by 7 * 36. C. 2. and Fejephus Antiq. L. 2. C. 5. 
'M c 2 Egyptians 
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gyptians — in which he | 


made great improvement, 
and ſoon became eminently 
diſtinguiſhed for his genius 
and his atchievements. 

23 When he was forty 
years of age, he formed a re- 
ſolution to inſpect the ſtate 
of his ſuffering brethren the 
Iſraelites. 

24 Paſſing therefore among 
them, he happened to ſee one 
of them moſt _injurioufly and 
cruelly abuſed Inſtant- 
ly he ruſhed to aſſiſt and pro- 
tect him — but, in vindicat- 
ing the cauſe of the diſtreſſed, 
killed the Egyptian. 

25 He by his action flat- 
tered himſelf that his brethren 
would be conſcious that by 
his hand God would re-eſtab- 
Iſh them in liberty and hap- 
pineſs — But they were not 
excited by it to conſider him 
as their future deliverer. 

26 Upon his viſiting them 
the next day, he found two 
Iſraelites fighting with each 
other — Theſe he tried to re- 
concile, and thus expoſtulat- 
ed with them Sirs! conſider 


you are brothers ! — How 


can you abuſe one another in | 33 
| then added Looſe thy ſan- 


this cruel ſhameful manner ! 
27 He, who was the 
aggreſſor, hearing this lan- 


guage, puſhed him away, | 


laying at the ſame time to 
him — How came you to be 
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conſtituted a govern: and 
Judge over us ? 

28 Do you intend to mur- 
der me, in the manner you 
murdered the Egyptian yeſ- 
terday ? 

29 Alarmed at this unex- 
pected reply, Moſes inſtantly 
quitted Egypt, and fled with 
the utmoſt precipitation into 
Midian — where he reſided, 
married, and had two ſons. 

30 Forty years after his 
departure hither, as he was 
one day in the defert of 
mount Sinai, all on a ſud- 
den he ſaw flames of fire dart 


| from a buſh—which ſignified 


the preſence of an angel = 
God. | 

31 Moſes ſeeing his 
woldcrfo) phenomenon ap- 
proached to explore it — 
when he heard the follow- 
ing words ny articu- 
lated: 

32 I am the God of thy 
fathers, the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Iſaac, and 


the God of Jacob — Moles 


now 'ſhook with horror, and 
durſt not lift up his eyes to- 
wards the place. 

The heavenly voice 


dals — the place which thou 


treadeſt is ſacred ground. 


34 J have ſeen with in- 


finite concern the cruel ſuf- 
terings of my people in 
Egypt 
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Egypt — their groans have 
ierced my ears — I am now 
deſcended to vindicate them 
into liberty and 1 have ap- 
pointed thee their deliverer. 
35 So that this very per- 
ſon, whom they rejected, 
contemptuouſly telling him, 
Who made you our governor 
and judge! — even this very 
perſon the ſupreme God by 
his angel, who now appear- 
ed, (inveſted with a divine 
authority and conſtituted 
their leader and deliverer. 
36 + Accordingly he was 
their conductor, and exhibit- 
ed hefore them the moſt a- 
ſtoniſhing miracles in Egypt, 
in the Red Sea, and in the 
deſerts of Arabia, during a 
period of forty years. 
37 This illuſtrious per- 
ſonage gave this admonition 
to the Iſraelites—A prophet, 
ſimilar to me, ſhall the Lord 
your God raiſe up among 
you Hear and obey his in- 
ſtructions. | 
38 This excellent prophet 
was the moſt diſtinguiſhed ; 
perſon in the vaſt aſſembly of | 
Iſrael — with him on mount 
Sinai, in the preſence of the 
whole collected body of our 
anceſtors, an angel deigned 
ſolely to converſe — with him 
were the oracles of truth le. 


ly entruſted to interpret and 
publiſh them to us. 

39 Yet this illuſtrious per- 
ſon, with all the illuſtrious 
evidences he ; exhibited, our 
progenitors contemptuouſly 
repulſed and obſtinately dil- 
obeyed, and preferred the 
ſlavery and idolatry of Eg gypt 
to his guidance: 

40 collecting in a tumul- 
tuous manner about Aaron 
and clamouring — make us 
Gods, under whoſe auſpices 
we may return to the country 
we have relinquiſhed — As 
for this Moſes; at whoſe per- 
ſuafion we all marched out of 
Egypt, we know not what 
is now become of him. 

41 They then made an 


idol in the figure of a? calf, 


offered ſacrifice to it, and the 
ſtatue they had formed uni- 
verſally tranſported them with 
the moſt extravagant joy. 

42 This their propenſity 
to idolatry alienated from 
them the divine regards, and 
he left them to the lead of 
their depraved imagination 
— to pay their religious wor- 
ſhip to the heavenly lumina- 
ries, as one of the prophets 


| reſtifies in the following paſ- 


lage „O ye Iſraelites! 
when you were in the wilder- 
neſs did you ever, with ge- 


1 The Egyptian God Adis. | 
t mn nuine 
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fer me religious ſacrifices and 
oblations for the ſpace of 
forty years? 
43 So far from this, that 
you even Zhen carried about 
with you the ſhrine of Moloch, 
and your den Rephan in the 
form of a * ſtar — You car- 
ried with you carved images 
of theſe fictitious Gods, to 
which you paid your adora- 
tion — But for this flagrant 
idolatry and wickedneſs you 
ſhall be dragged captives into 
a remote country, ſituated 
beyond Babylon. 
44 In the wilderneſs too 
the ſymbol of the divine pre- 
ſence reſided with our forg- 
"fathers in that tabernacle, 
which the Being, who deign- 
ed to converſe with Moles, 
" commanded him to rear, and 
to form after the * model 
that was ſhown to him. | 
45 This tabernacle the ſub- 
ſequent generation brought 
with them into Paleſtine, 


when under the auſpices of 


Joſhua they entered it and 
extirpated the natives — It 
continued to the time of king 
David. 
46 This ſluſrious mo- 


- 8 The E 
- ticular fars, 
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nuine inviolable ſincerity, of. 


gyptians and Phœnicians 
See Univer/al Hiftory, Vol. xvii. 
«© He offered great rewards to t oſe artiſans who were em- 


Chap. vii. 


narch, having been eminent- 


ly diſtingutſhed by divine pro- 
vidence, intended to have 
built a magnificent temple 
for the ſervice and worſhip 
of God. 

47 But the execution of 
this grand deſign was reſery- 
ed to Solomon. 

48 Not that the infinitely 
ſupreme and ever bleſſed God 
reſideth in ſtructures reared 
by mortal hands, as the = 


phet hath very juſtly 
ed 


49 © Heaven is my throne, 
earth is my footſtool — can 
any earthly building confine 
my preſence! can any edifice 
circumſcribe my immenſity 

50 Was not univerſal na- 
ture called into exiſtence by 
my omnipotence!“ 

51 O ye obſtinate and in- 
corrigible nation] your hearts 
are totally callous and inſen- 
ſible — for you reject all the 
ſtriking and repeated evi- 


dences which the ſpirit of 
God exhibits before you —- 


You act over the vices which 
your anceſtors perpetrared be- 
fore you. 

52 For which of the an- 
tient prophers did ys not 


uſed to aſſign to their Deities par- 
264. 8vo. 


loyed in fabricating arms, and he gave them a edel of each kind of ar- 


our.“ AcPSorg de xet Tov onAay To Yer eng Tu 
Weſfeling. 


eu Riß. Vol. i. p. 675. 


Died. Si- 


perſecute, 
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perſecute, did they not al- 
ſaſſinate, who predicted the 
future coming of that moſt- 
excellent and righteous per- 
ſon, whom you lately betray- 
ed and murdered ! 

53 The law was ſolemnly 


promulgated amidſt a nume- | 


rous * retinue of attending 
angels — yet you have paid 

no regard to its ſacred i inzunc- | 
tions.” 


$—54 Tres words ſtung | 


the audience with fury and 

revenge, and tranſported 

them with rage to that de- 

gree, that they gnaſhed their 
teeth upon him. 

55 In the midſt of this 
tumult Stephen, by an im- 
pulſe of the holy ſpirit, raiſ- 
ed his eyes to heaven, and] 
deſcried the glorious ſymbol | 1 
of the divine preſence, and | 
Jeſus ſtanding at the right 
hand of God. 

56 On the fight of this 
glorious ſpectacle he. cried 
out in tranſport — I now ſee 
heaven opened, and the fon 
of man fitting at God's right 
hand ! 

57 Upon 3 this they 
all raiſed a confuſed clamour 
— ſtopped their ears, and 


- 


ruſhed furiouſly upon him. 


58 They then dragged him 


out of the city to ſtone him, 


and the witneſſes {tripped off 
their upper garments, and 
committed them to the cuſ- 
tody of a young perſon, whole 
name was Saul, 

59 While they were over- 
whelming him with ſtones, 
Stephen devoutly uttered this 
ejaculation Lord Jeſus! re- 
ceive my ſpirit! 

60 He then kneeled down 
and fervently uttered this 
prayer 0 Lord! impute 
not to them the guilt of this 
murder After he had 
ſpoken theſe words, he breath- 
ed his laſt, 


CHAP. VIII. 
T O this murder Saul 


had given a chear- 
ful ſuffrage — Immediately 
upon this there was raiſed a 
violent perſecution againſt 
the Chriſtians who were in 
Jeruſalem — who all, except 


| the apoſtles, abandoned it, 
and aiperied into different 
J 


parts of Judæa and Samaria. 
2 The body of, Stephen - 
was taken up and interred 
by ſeveral devout perſons, 


who deplored his death with 


b Eis Jrarayas among ranks. This is a military term. See Grotius 10 
loc. Eis with an accu/ative frequently lignifies among. But ff this, 
goſpel muſt be preached among all nations. EI r TH 12 Mark x11. 
10. They ſcattered all wvickedne/s among mus 6s ar . Tallin. 
Martyr. * 2. p. 12. Edit. Oxon. | 


GEE 5 0 great 
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great and unſeigned lamen- | and lame were perfectly cur- 
tation. ed. 
3 In the mean time Saul | 8 His doctrines ind his 
* purſued the chriſtians with | beneficent miracles cauſed 
implacable fury forcibly | univerſal joy in that town. 
entering private houſes, and | 9g There had been in the 
dragging gperſongor both ſexes, | ſame town, for ſome time, a 
without diſtinction, to priſon. | man whoſe name was Simon, 
$—4 Tur chriſtians, who | who publickly pretended to 
were thus diſperſed in vari- be a very extraordinary per- 
ous parts, diſſeminated their | ſon, and who - had amazed 
principles, where ever they | the whole nation of the Sa- 
came. maritans by his magic arts. 
1173 Philip, particularly, 10 The juggle and artifice 
came to a town belonging to | of this impoſtor had ſecured 
the Samaritans, and preach- him aiverhal veneration from 
ed to its inhabitants, That | high and low indiſcriminately 
the late Jeſus was the great | — who believed him inveſt- 
Meſſiah. ed with extraordinary divine 
6 His doctrine met with | powers. 
univerſal reception from the | 11 He was therefore held 
people hearing and ſeeing | in prodigious reverence —— 
them confirmed by many a- | for he had for a conſiderable 
7 85 operations, which | time aſtoniſhed them by the 
ie publickly performed: deluſive tricks he had ex- 
7 for many perſons, who | hibited among them. 
were greatly difordered in 12 But when the people 
their intellects, were inſtant- | were now convinced of the 
ly reſtored by him to the uſe | truth of the chriſtian religion, 
of reaſon—and great numbers | and chearfully embracing the 
of thoſe, who were paralytic | doctrines that Philip taught 


8 FAvLatwere. This word is expreſſive of the greateſt violence and 
ferocity. Such was their inſatiable deſire of plunder, that they ruſhed 
forward, committing the moſt dreadful ravages and devaſtations in their 
country : K2HCTHWTES ͥ ut HA AUMLVouer. Polybius, P+ 276, To 
take and deſtroy our enemies caſtles, harbours, towns, men, ſhips, crops, 
in order to weaken, our adverſaries, and ſtrengthen ourſelves, is juſti- 
fable, and agreeable to the laws of war: but wantonly to deſtroy things 
that neither aiminiſo the power of our enemy nor augment our own, and 
to expend our rage (Aupairey /) on temples, and ſtatues — ought it not 
to be pronounced the moſt abſurd and brutal madneſs ? Polybius, Lib. v. 
P. 3 360. Edit. Hanov. 1619. 


concerning 


Chap. viii. 


concerning the goſpel diſpen- 
ſation and the Meſſiah, were 
all, both men and women, 
baptized by him, | 
13 this Simon too avowed 
his belief of chriſtianity and 
was baptized — From which 
time he was continually along 
with Philip, teſtifying the ut- 
moſt aſtoniſhment at the mi- 
Taculous 1 he ſaw him 
dert“. | 
14 When the apoſtles at 
Jeruſalem were informed of 
the reception that Samaria 
had given to the chriſtian re- 
velation, they ſent Peter and 
John to them. 
16 The two apoſtles, on 
their arrival, fervently beg- 
ged of God that the Sama- 
ritan converts might receive 
the effuſion of the holy ſpirit. * 
16 For none of them had 
yet been endowed with ſpiri- 
tual gifts—they had only been 
baptized upon their profeſſing 
their ſincere belief in the 
truth of the goſpel. 
17 After they had prefer- 
red this addreſs to heaven, 


they laid their hands upon 


them — after which the mi- 
raculous influences of the ho- 
ly ſpirit were imparted to. 
them. 

18 When Simon ſaw that 
by the impoſition of the hands 
of the apoſtles the gifts of the 
holy ſpirit were conferred, he 
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took them aſide, and offered 
them a ſum of money, 

19 Saying at the ſame time 
— Communicate, I beſeech 
you, the power you poſſeſs, 
to me too, and enable me to 
confer the holy ſpirit upon 
whomſoever I ſhall me my 
hands. | 

20 Peter ſaid to him—May 


thy money periſh with thee ! 


= being capable of form- 
ing ſo baſe and groveling a 
thought, as to hope to be able 
to purchaſe theſe divine gifts 
with money | 
21 Byſucha propoſal thou 
diſcovereſt that thou haſt no 


real cordial intereſt in this 


important concern — The 
omniſcient God knoweth that 
thy heart is not ſincere. 

22 Repent, therefore, of 
thy wickedneſs with unfeign- 
ed contrition and remorſe, and 
earneſtly implore God to par- 
don thy conſcious inſincerity 
and diſſimulation. 

23 For I am convinced 
you are an abandoned crea- 
ture, and are now in a moſt 
dreadful and deplorable con- 
dition. 

24 Simon replied—1 beg 
you would intercede for me in 
your prayers to God, that the 
dreadful judgments,) you have 
mentioned, wy be averted 
from me. 

25 After this. the apoſtles 

returned 
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returned to Jeruſalem, after 
having preached, and by their 
teſtimony confirmed the chriſ- 
tian doctrine not only in that 
town, but in ſeveral other 
villages of the Samaritans. 

$——26 AFTER the two 
apoſtles had left Samaria, an 
angel of God appeared and 
thus ſpoke to Philip — Go 
immediately ſouthward to the 
road that leads from Jeruſa- 
Jem. to Gaza, which is now 
_ uninhabited. 

27 Inſtantly he obeyed the 
heavenly admonition — and 

upen his arrival behold an 
Ethiopian eunuch, one of 
the molt eminent perſonages 
at the court of © Candace 
queen of the Ethiopians, : 
and by her conſtituted the 
ſupreme governor of the 
treaſury, had been at the ca- 
Pital to pay his religious ado- 
anos, oo | 

28 and was now returning 
in his chariot, and reading a- 
loud as he travelled the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah. 

29 Philip was then prompted 
by a divine impulſe to ad- 
vance up to the chariot. 

30 Running to the fide of 
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tinctly the words of the pro- 
phet Iſaiah —Upon which he 
ſaid Do you underſtand the 
meaning of the paſſage you 
are reading? | 

31 The eunuch replied 
How is it poſſible for me to 
underſtand ſuch obſcure pro- 
phecies, unleſs I had ſome 
intelligent perſon to explain 
them to me? — He then in- 
vited Philip into the chariot 
to interpret the words. 

32 The portion of ſcrip- 
ture which he had been read- 
ing was this — © He was led 
as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, 
and as a lamb before its ſhear- 
er is dumb, ſo be uttered not 
one repining, one Murmur- 
ing word. n 

33 In the ſtate of his hu- 
miliation he met with the 
moſt unjuſt treatment, with 
the moſt injurious indigni- 
ties No words can fully re- 
preſent the abandoned profli- 
gacy of the age in which he 
lived for in the blood of 


| this divine perſon they em- 


brued their hands.” _ 
34 The eunuch then ſaid 


| to Philip—I ſhall be greatly 


obliged to you if you can e- 


it, therefore, he heard diſ- 


lucidate this paſſage — Doth 


4 Strabo mentions Candacè, who, in his time, he ſays, was queen of the 
Ethiopians, and a lady of great ſpirit : Kardlaxns, n rab nh nee 


Tov Auer, cid pin TiISs Yun. 


Strabo, Lib. xvii. p. 820. Edit. Paris, 


1620. Hyspernc g2101 KavPaxuns : Dion. p. 526. Edit. Hanov, 1606, 
Regnare feminam Cardacen : quod nomen multis jam annis ad reginas 


the 


trankit. Plinius, Lib. vi. c. 29. 
| 3 n | 
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the prophet here ſpeak of 
himfelf, or of ſome other per- 
fen?! . | 

35 Philip then, beginning 
with the explication of this 
paſlage, proceeded to exhibit 
before him all the evidences 
of the chriſtian religion. 

36 The eunuch being con- 
vinced of its truth and divi- 
nity, it happened as they 
were travelling on, engaged 
in mutual conference, that 
they came to ſome water 
upon which the eunuch ſaid 
to Philip See! here is wa- 
ter —have you any objection 
to baptizing me? 

37 If you are a ſincere be- 
lever in the truth of chriſtia- 
nity, replied Philip, you may 
He anſwered I am upon 
the beſt evidence convinced 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah and 
the ſon of God. 
38 He then ordered th 
chariot to ſtop upon which 
they both went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized 
him. K 

39 But no ſooner were 
they come up out of the wa- 
ter, but the holy ſpirit © was 
ſhed upon the eunuch— and 
an angel of God ſuddenly con- 
veyed Philip away out of the 
eunuch's ſight —This digni- 
fed perſonage afterwards pur- 
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expanded with the "higheſt 
tranſports. GM; Sdn 
40 But the firſt place in 
which Philip was ſeen was A- 
zotus — through which he 
paſſed, and promulgated the 
chriſtian doctrines in all the 
towns he travelled through, 
till he arrived at Cæſarea. 


ad 


e IK 2 
1 FN the mean time Saul, 
| who had for ſome time 
been uttering the moſt furi- 
ous menaces againſt the chriſ- 
tians, and ſtill vowed deſtruc- 
tion io the whole name, wait- 
ed upon the high prieſt, 

2 and begged he would 
grant him letters of licence 0 
the ſynagogues in Damaſcus, 
to impower him to ſeize, fet- 
ter, and conduct to Jeruſa- 
lem, any perſons, of either 


— 


ſex, whom he found infected 


with thoſe principles. 
3 With this commiſſion he 
left the city But when he 


was now advanced within a 


little diſtance from Damaſcus, 
all on a ſudden a flood of light 
from the ſky poured its efful- 
gent ſplendors around him. 

4 By its immenſe and ir- 
reſiſtible effuſion he was in- 
ſtantly ſtruck to the ground 
— where as he lay proſtrate 


ſued his journey with an heart 


See Dr, Mill. 


he heard the following words 


ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly uttered Saul ! 
Saul! why doſt thou perſe- 
cute me! 

5 Lord! who art thou, he 
replied I am, anſwered the 
heavenly viſion, that Jeſus, 
whom thou art perſecuting 
— but 1: is madneſs for thee 
to-.contend with a ſuperior 
power! 

6 Saul now in an ecſtaſy 
of terrour and ſtupefaction 
ſaid — Lord ! What wouldeſt 
thou have me to do? — The 
celeſtial form then ſaid—Riſe 
and go into the city — thou 
ſhalt there be acquainted with 
the province I have aſſigned 
thee. 
7 During this amazing 
Geka the other perſons, who 
were in his company, ſtood. 
Fixed and ſpeechleſs with hor- 
ror and conſternation — they 
diſtinctly heard the voice, but 
ſaw not the perſon by whom 
it was uttered. 

8 Saul then roſe from the 
earth-—opened his eyes, but 
found the dazzling ſplendor ' 
had totally deprived him of 
fight — His tellow travel- 
{ers led him by the hand, and 
conducted him into Damaſcus. 

9 Here he continued dark 
for three days, and in that 
time neither eat or drank any 
thing. 
10 There was then i in Da- 
maſcus a chriſtian whoſe name 


th. 
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was Ananias. This perſon 
was favoured with a divine 
viſion, in which our Lord 
called him by name to whom 
he anſwered — Lord! I am 


| ready to perform whatever 


you are pleaſed to enjoin me. 

11 Jeſus then ſaid to him 
— Go immediately into the 
ſtreet called Eutheia, and 
enquire at the houſe of Jude 
for a perſon called Saul, a 


native of Tarſus—for behold: £2 


he is now praying | 
12 He too hath had a vi- 


ſion, in which there was re- 
preſented a man called Ana- 
nias, approaching him, and 
by the impoſition of his hands 
inſtantly reſtoring him to 
the _ of his ſight. 

Ananias replied —— 


| Fla I have been informed 


by many perſons of the va- 
rious and dreadful | miſeries 
that this very perſon hath in- 
fitted upon the profeſſors of 
thy goſpel in Jeruſalem, _ 

14 And in this city he hath 
now received an unlimited 
authority from the high prieſts 
to apprehend and confine all 
who adhere to thy cauſe. 

15 The Lord then ſaid to 
him Heſitate not to go to 
him, for he is my ſelect and 
diſtinguiſned inſtrument, by 
means of whom the truth of 


my goſpel ſhall be diffuſed a- 


mong the Heathens and a among 
the 


the Jews, and publiſhed be- 
fore the moſt dignified and 
auguſt perſonages. 


16 For I will eddy re- 
veal and exhibit before him 


that ſeries of labours and ſuf- 


ferings which I have ap- 
pointed him to ſupport for 
the chriſtian cauſe. 

17 Immediately Ananias 
complied with the heavenly 
admonition, and went into 


the houſe where he lodged 


— he then laid his hands upon 
him and faid—Brother Saul! 
that Jeſus, who appeared to 
you on your road hither hath | 
deputed me to you, miracu- 
louſly to reſtore. you to your 
ſight — after which you ſhall. 
be favoured with the divine 
afflatus. 
128 That moment how fell 
from his eyes ſomething like 
the ſcales of fiſh; and he in- 
ſtantaneouſſy recovered his 
ſight—he then roſe. and was 
baptized. | 


19 After this he oaks. re- | 
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21 A conduct and decla- 
ration ſo unexpected filled all 
the audience with the laſt a- 
ſtoniſnment — one ſaid to an- 
other, Is not this the very 


perſon who ſo ſtrenuouſly at- 


tempted to exterminate the 
chriſtian cauſe from Jeruſa- 
lem? Did he not come 
hither veſted with full powers 
from the high prieſts to ap- 
prehend thoſe who had em- 
braced this religion and car- 
ry them in chains to Jeru- 
ſalem? 

22 But Saul exerted all his 
powers in proving the truth 
of the principles he had now 
| eſpouſed, - and refuted the 
Jews of Damaſcus; who op- 
poſed him — moſt zealoufly 
demonſtrating by many ar- 
guments that Jeſus was the 
true Meſſiah. 

23 The Jews being liglüy 
extra at his conduct, 
ſome time after confederated 


| together to murder him. 


freſhment, and being ſoon re- 


inſtated in his former health 
and vigour, ſpent ſome days 
with the chriſtians in Da- 
maſcus. | 

20 Immediately after he 
recovered, he went into the 
ſynagogues, and publickly 
declared his conviction, T hat 
Jeſus was the Meſſiah and 
a moſt illuſtrious meſſenger 


from God, 


ruſalem he immediately 


24 Accordingly they watch- 
ed the gates of the city day 
and night to aſſaſſinate him 
But he having received in- 
formation of their bloody de- 
ſigns againſt his life, 

25 the chriſtians privately 
took him, and let him down 
in a baſket through an aper- 
ture in the city wall. | 

26 Upon his arrival in Je- 
of- 
fered to join himſelf as a mem- 

ber 
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ber to the ſociety of chriſtians 
there - but they ſhunned and 
feared him, being diffident of | 
his fincerity. 

27 But Barnabas took him 
and introduced him to the 
apoſtles — giving them, at 
the ſame time, a minute de- 
tail of the viſion he had ſeen 
in his late journey, what Je- 
ſus then ſaid to him, and with 
what an undaunted reſolution 
he had publickly advanced, 
and defended in Damaicu 
the truth of the chriſtian doc- 
trines. | 
28 Upon this he was un- 
animouſly admitted into their 
community—and all the time 
he was. in Jeruſalem he pro- 
mulgated the principles of 
_ the goſpel with the molt ge- 


nerous freedom and intrepi- 


„„ | 
29 He addreſſed his ar- 
guments to the Helleniſtic 
Jews, and laboured in a diſ- 
putation he had with them to 
convince them of their truth 
They were incenſed and 
fortned a deſign to murder 
him. 
30 The chriſtians, r receiv- 
ing information of their con- 


corted him to Cæſarea, and 
then ſent him to Tarſus. 


31 Ar this time all the 


ſocieties of chriſtians that were 
formed in all the various parts 
of Judæa, Galilee, and Sa- 
maria, enjoyed an happy and 
undiſturbed tranquillity 
and the number of theſe ſo- 
cieties, whoſe conſtituent 
members were happy in the 
effuſion of the holy ſpirit, and 


menting. 
32 Peter taking a journey 
| with a deſign to viſit theſe re- 
ſpective ſocieties in their or- 
der, came, among others, to 


a congregation of en 


at Lydda. 


33 There was then in this 


town a man whoſe name was 
ZEneas, who had been con- 
fined to his bed Wan years 
by the pally.  _ 

34 To this perſon Peter 
went and thus ſpoke — E- 
neas! Jeſus the Meſſiah freeth 
you from your diſorder—Riſe, 
be you reſtored to your for- 


he got up in perfect health 


err aguinit his life, eſ- 


and vigour. | 


18 Caligula, who mow filled the imperial throne, gave great ee 
to the whole Jewiſh community by ordering Petronius to march an army 


to Jeruſalem, and erect his ſtatues in the temple. 


threatened the Jes, put a ſtop to 
B. J. Lih. ii. c. 61. 4 


The miſeries, that zow 


the atom en of the F Ove „ans. 
| 35 The 


adorned their profeſſion by a 
5 life of ſtrict piety and holi- 
neſs, was contmually 2 


mer ſtrength that moment 


i. ic ot i. r 
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35 The fight of this per- 
ſon, reinſtared in his former 
health, convinced all the in- 
habitants of Lydda and Sha- 
ron, who utianimouſly em- 
| braced the chriſtian religion. 

36 Ar Joppe alſo there 
was a woman who had efpouſ- 
ed the principles of the goſ- 

l, whoſe name was Tabi- 
tha, in Greek, Dorcas — She 
was a perſon of a truly bene- 
ficent arid liberal diſpoſition. 
37 During Peter's ftay at 
Lydda ſhe fell fick and died 


— Her friends after having 


waſhed the corpſe laid it in 
an upper room. gat 

28 The chriſtians in Joppe, 
which was near Lydda, hav- 
ing received information that 
Peter was there, immediately 
diſpatched two meſſengers to 
him——enrreating he would 
come to them without delay. 
39 On receiving this met- 
ſage Peter went _ with 
them — On his arrival in the 
place they took him into the 
upper room where the corpſe 
lay—round which all the in- 
digent widows ſtood bathed 
in tears, and deploring the 
irreparable loſs they had ſuſ- 
tained ſhowing Peter a 
great variety of * garments 
that Dorcas had made, while 


4 
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40 Peter ordered them all 
to quit the apartment upon 
which he kneeled down and 
prayed After this devout 
addreſs to God he turned to 
the dead body, and ſaid 
Tabitha! riſe That moment 
ſhe opened her eyes, looked 
at Peter, and fat up. 75 
41 He then gave her his 
hand, and helped her up —- 
Peter called the chriſtians and 
the mourning widows, and 
prefented her to them in per- 
fect health. has 
42 The fame of this mira- 
cle was ſoon diffuſed through 
all Joppe, and induced great 
numbers to embrace the chriſ- 
tian revelation. 
43 Peter after this con- 
tinued a conſiderable time at 


Joppe, and Jodged with one 
Simon a tanner, 


/ 


— 


1 
* 


e 
1 WHERE was at that 
| time in Cæſarea a 
Roman officer, whoſe name 
was Cornelius, a centurion of 
the Italian cohort. | 
2 This gentleman and his 
whole family were eminent 
for religious piety—he was al- 
ſo extemely liberal and bene- 
ficent to the poor, and con- 


I 


ſhe was living, to cloath poor 
neceſſitous objects. 


5 XiT@V4s Xal 1142714) 


ſtantly regular in his daily de- 
votions. | 


under and upper garments. 


3 One 


7 


” * 


* -l. 2. 595. | 


8 —————————————— 
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3 One day, about three 8 And after he had related 
o'clock in the afternoon, as | to them the particulars of 
he was engaged in the private | this tranſaction, he diſpatched 
exerciſes of fervent prayer | them to Joppe. 
to God, he ſaw a celeſtial] 9g The next day as the meſ- 
meſſenger enter his apart- | ſengers were upon the road, 
ment, and call him by his | and had now advanced with- 
oO EN LY | in a little way of the town, 

4 Cornelius inſtantly fix- | Peter retired about noon to 
ing his eyes upon him, and | the top of the houſe, to offer 
ſhuddering with terror ſaid to | his devotions to Gd. 
the heavenly form Lord! | 10 At the time he aſcend- 

What means thy preſence ! | ed he felt the keen ſenſations 
The angel replied—Corne- | of hunger—but while the fa- 
lius! thy fervent prayers and | mily was preparing retreſh- 
thy charitable actions have aſ- | ment, he fell into a trance. 
cended to the Deity as the | 11 And in a divine viſion 
moſt pleaſing and grateful | he had the following ſcene ex- 
oblation. hibited to him — He ſaw the 

5 God hath, therefore, de- ſky ſuddenly part, and from the 
puted me to bid thee imme- | aperture he beheld a kind of 
diately to diſpatch a meſſen- | receptacle, like a large ſheet *, 
ger to Joppe, and ſend for | tied at the four corners, de- 
one Simon ſurnamed Peter. | ſcend towards him—and gra- 

6 He lodges with one Si- dually let down *till it reſted 

mon a tanner, whoſe houſe is | on the ground. 5 
ſituated by the ſea ſide— This 12 This contained all 
perſon will inſtruct thee in thy | kinds of quadrupeds on the 
duty. | | face of the earth, and every 

5 The celeſtial meſſenger, | ſpecies of wild beaſts, rep- 
having uttered theſe words, | tiles, and fowls. 
diſappeared—Cornelius then | 13 After this was deſcend- 


immediately called two of his ed and placed at his feer—he 


domeſtics and a religious ſol- heard the following words 
dier who waited on him. pronounced—Peter ! kill and 


b Oger. This word fignifies any large wrapper of cloath, generally 
innen. It is uſed for the looſe linnen robe the Veſtal virgins wore, ** The 
high prieſt puniſhes the offender ſome times fripped of her upper garment 
(urn) Horne ey Neu w TepaTeiirouerne. Plutarch Numa, p. 122. 
Edit. Gr. Steph. It is uſed by Homer. Toy d' as l ArTTH; horas 


cat. 
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eat of any of theſe creatures 
indiſcriminately. 

1 By. no means Lord] re- 
lied P eter, I have ever con- 

aa av refrained from e- 

very ſpecies of food. which 1s 


Sams. + 
14:56 e heavenly voice 
then reſumed What God 


hath deemed pure, dare not 
thou to pronounce-impure. | 
16 This was repeated three 

times after which the whole 
apparatus wðas conveyed up 
into heaven. 

157 While Peter was revolv- | 
ing this amazing ſcene in his 
mind, and anxiouſly rumi- 
nating what it could import, 
the meſſengers of Cornelius 
were below, 
18 enquiring if one Simon 
ſirnamed Peter lodged there. 
19 While Peter was ſolici- 
touſly reflecting on the parti- 
culars of this viſion, he was 
by an immediate ſuggeſtion 
of the ſpirit informed that 
there were three men enquir- | 
ing for him: 
20 commanding him to de- 
ſcend immediately and go 
along with them without any 
ſcrupleaſſuring him that 
they were ſent to him by his 
direction. 
221 Peter then went down 


and faid to the meſſenger— 


I am the perſon yu enquire 
for. What cauſe hath bro ughs 
you hither ? 

22 We were bathed to 
you, they replied, by Corne- 
lius, a centurion, a man of 
diſtinguiſhed virtue, a de- 
vout worſhipper of God, and 
univerſally eſteemed by the 
Jews, who hath been di- 
rected by an angel of God 
to ſend for you 10 his houſe 
and to receive inſtructions 
from you. 

23 Peter invited the meſ- 
ſengers into the houſe—where 
they lodged that night—The 
next morning he and ſome of 
the chriſtians at Joppè, ſet 
out for Cæſarea; 

24 where they arrived the 
day after—Cornelius in the 
mean time had convened | his 
relations and his moſt inti- 
mate friends at his houſe, and 
was impatiently waiting their 
return — When Peter was 
now advanced within a little 
diſtance from Cæſarea, one 
of the ſervants ran before to 
acquaint the officer of. his ar- 
rival. 

25 The centurion receiv- 
ing this information imme- 
diately haſted to meet him, 
and proſtrated himſelf at his 
erer. N 

26 But Peter raiſed him, 


i This addition is in the beſt MSS. and is the genuine reading, as ap- 


pears from ver. 27. 


Yoo 1. - D d ſaying 
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faying=Pay not this homage 


to me I am but a frail mor- 
tal like yourſelf. | 

27 They then both toge- 
et entered the houſe, en- 
gaged 1 in mutual converſation 
— where Peter found a large 
company aſſembled, 

28 to whom he then ad- 
dreſſed himſelf — © I need 
not acquaint you that it is 
deemed unlawful for a Jew 


to form connections and con- 


tract intimacies with foreign- 
ers but the great God hath 
lately admoniſhed me to think 


no rational being of any na- 


tion polluted or defiled. 
209 Accordingly I complied 


with this invitation without 


the leaſt heſitation — I beg, 


therefore, to know the rea- 
Jon that induced you to ſend] 

for ge 
30 Cornelius then faid — 
* Four days ago I impoſed 


upon myſelf a religious faſt, 
which I kept *nll about this 


time of the day — but as 1 


was engaged in the private 
"exerciſe of prayer about three 
o'clock in- the afternoon, a 


celeſtial meſſenger i in an hu- 
man form and in a robe of 
heard of thoſe doctrines which 


ineffable ſplendor ſtood be- 
fore me, © 
31 and thus ſpoke — Cor- 


nelius! au prayer 1s AcCept- 


* gee MSS. 
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ed, and the benevolence of 
thy { ſoul is grateful to God. 

32 The Deity, therefore, 
hath deputed me to bid thee 
immediately to diſpatch a 
| meſſenger to Joppe and ſend 
for one Simon who is ſirnam- 
ed Peter, who lodges with 
one Simon a tanner, whoſe 
houſe is ſituated by the ſea 
fade — This perſon will in- 
ſtruct thee in thy future duty. 

33 I then inſtantly diſpatch- 
ed a meſſage to you, and 
am oreatly indebted to you 
for your ready compliance 
with my invitation — We all 
of us therefore, who'are now 
before you, are aſſembled 
to receive the inſtructions 
God. hath commiſſioned 4 
to deliver to us. 

34 Peter then with 


| folemnity thus addreſſed — 


ſelf to the company“ I am 
indeed now convinced that 


the Deity is no A ern of 


perſons: 

35 But that in every nation 
of the world the ſincerely pi- 
ous and virtuous are indiſcri- 
minately the objects of his 
love. : 

36 You muſt needs hve 


God lately delegated his fon 


Jeſus the Meſſiah to publiſh 
1 the * and 03 the 


? 
E. 


glorious 


Chap. X. 


glorious revelation of which, 


de graciouſly intended their 
virtue and happineſs —— 
This illuſtrious meſſenger is 
now conſtituted by the Deity 
the N Sovemor of 
mankind. 

— 937 Tau know that theſe 
doctrines, which after John's 
public baptiſm firſt began to 


be publiſnhed in Galilee, were 


from thence, as from a cen- 
ter, ſoon diffuſed through the 
whole extent of Judæa. | 
- - 38 The perſon who deli- 
vered theſe ſublime and hea- 


'venly truths was Jeſus of Na- 


AZareth whom God. inveſted 


with the moſt ſignal powers 


who during the whole 


courſe of his public miniſtry 
conſtantly went about doing 
beneficent actions, and mi- 
raculouſly freeing mankind 
from the moſt. dreadful and 


inveterate diſorders — exhi- 
biting the moſt ſtrong and 
ſtriking evidences that his 
miſſion was from God. 


39 We his apoſtles were 


ſpectators of the actions he 


performed both in Judza and 


in the metropolis — Tou can 


be no ſtrangers to the fate of 


this divine perſon, whom the 
| the Zewi/h converts, who had 


attended Peter in this jour- 


Jews crucified and murdered. 
40 But on the third day 
after his erueifirion God raiſ- 


The Acrs of the K PoSTIES. 403 
ed him from the grave, and 
permitted him to exhibit hant- 


ſelf alive 

41 not koh rablickly 
to the world, but to us his 
conſtant aſſociates and the 
companions of his life 
whom God in his infinite wif 
dom appointed to publiſh! and 
atteſt the facts, on which the 
truth of this diſpenſation. is 
ſupported With him, after 
his reſurrection from the dead, 
we freely and familiarly con- 
verſed. * 

42 And he commanded us 
to proclaim to the world, and 
in the moſt ſolemn manner to 
aſſure mankind, That he is 


conſtituted by the Deity the 


ſupreme judge both of the 
living and of the dead. 

43 In him the various pre- 
dictions of the antient pro- 
phets all center and atteſt 
this great truth, That every 
one who believes and obeys 
his religion ſhall thro' his me- 
diation obtain a total. remit- 
ſion of all their formercrimes.” 

44 While he was yet ſpeak- 
ing, the holy ſhirit fell in co- 
pious effuſion upon all the 
audience. 

45 At this ciwun 


ney, were loſt 1 in an ecſtaſy of 


1 Erpyryy. Peace in the Hebrew idiom denotes pie and very 
irequently occurs in this ſenſe in the N. T. | 


Daz 
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aſtoniſhment—That the holy 
ſpirit ſhould be equally im- 
parted to the Heathens! . 


46 being amazed beyond 
deſcription to hear them 


ſpeaking a variety of lan- 


guages "and celebrating the 


power of God — Peter then 
ſaid to thoſe who thus teſti- 
hed their ſurprize, 

47 Can any perſon be ſo 
ſcrupulous as to exclude thoſe 
from baptiſm, who have been 
favoured with the gifts of 
the holy ſpirit equally with 
ourſelves ? 

48 He then ordered them 
to be initiated into the chriſ- 


tian faith by baptiſm After 


the performance of this rite 
they begged he would ſpend 
a ws days with them. 


CHAP. XI. 


oy HE fame of this everit 
ſoon reached the other 
apoſtles and the chriſtians who 


were in Judæa, that even the 
Heathens had embraced the 
| ſcientiouſly refrained from e- 
very ſpecics of food which is 


goſpel. 


2 Upon Peter's arrival, | 
therefore, in Jeruſalem, the 


Fewiſh chriſtians warmly ex- 
Poſtulated with him, 

3 Saying Lou have been 
familiarly converſing with un- 
circumciſed Heathens and aſ- 
ſociating with them. 
4 Peter, finding them of- 
per, with his conduct, re- 
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counted to them a circum- 


ſtantial detail of the whole 
tranſaction— ſayin 


5 As I was one Joy of- 
fering up my private devo- 
tions in Joppe, ſuddenly all 
my faculties were ſuſpended, 
and I ſunk into a trance — 


in which the following ſcene 


was exhibited before me 


J ſaw from the clouds, that 
ſuddenly ſevered, ſomething 


like a large ſheer, tied at the 
four corners, deſcend towards 


me till it reclined on the earth 
at my feet. 


6 This 3 all my 
attention as I inte view- 
ed it, I found its contents 
were all kinds of quadrupeds 


on the face of the earth, and 
every ſpecies of wild beaſts, : 
| reptiles, and fowls. 


7 Ithen heard the following | 


words articulated — Peter 7 


kill and eat of any of theſe 


creatures before thee indiſcri- 
minately. 


8 By no means, Lord! I 
replied— for I have ever con- 


unclean. 
9 The heavenly voice then 


| reſumed — What God hath 
deemed pure, dare not thou 
| to pronounce impure. 


10 This was repeated three 
times—after which the whole 
apparatus was pre bee up 


into heaven, 
11 Imme- 
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11 Immediately after this 
viſionary ſcene diſappeared, 
three perſons, who were de- 
puted to me from Cæſarea, 
were making enquiry for me 
at the houſe where ! lodged. | 

12 That inſtant I was di- 
rected by an immediate im- 
pulſe of the ſpirit to go along 
with them, without any ſcru- 
ple —accordingly Iwas attend- 
ed by theſe ſix fellow chriſtians 
who are now with me, and we 
entered the officer's houſe. 
13 He then informed us 

bow an angel had appeared to 
him in his own houſe and 
directed him to diſpatch a 


meſſage to Joppè, and ſend 


for a perſon whoſe name was 
Simon. 

14 Adding — this perſon 
will give you inſtructions, by 
2 compliance with which you 
and your family will attain 
everlaſting Felicity. 

I5 Behold, therefore, in 


the midft of my diſcourſe to | 


them the holy ſpirit was ſhed 
upon them in copious effu- 
ſion, exactly in the manner 
it was imparted to us at firſt. 
16 This circumſtance made 
me recollect the following ex- 


Pr eſſion of our Lord John | 


baptized only with water, but 
vou ſhall be baptized with 
the holy ſpirit.” _ 

17 Since, therefore, God 
hath been pleaſed to impart 
to them the ſame ſpiritual 


— 


gifts as he communicated to 


us who believed the divine 
miſſion and doctrines of his 
ſon Jeſus — was it-for me to 
limit, and preſcribe to, his in- 
fallible wiſdom.“ | 

18 This account entirely 
diſpelled all their inquietude, 


and they unanimouſly offered 


their fervent gratitude to 
God, ſaying in a flood of 
tranſport And hath God 
indeed, of his infinite be- 
nignity, extended even to the 


Heathens the offer of a bleſ- 


ſed immortality upon ſin- 
cere repentance and refor- 
mation of life! | 

—19 Tux chriſtians, who 
were diſperſed from Jeruſa- 


lem by the perſecution that 


was raiſed againſt them after 


Stephen's martyrdom, mi- 


grated to Phœnicia, to Cy- 
prus, and to Antioch—byt 
they preached the goſpel to 
none, except Jets, 

20 but there were ſome of 
theſe who were natives of Cy- 


prus and Cyrenè, who com- 


ing to Antioch attempted to 


make converts among the 
Greeks by preaching to them 
the chriſtian doctrines. 


21 And this their attempt 
Gd was pleaſed to bleis and 
ſucceed for prodigious 
numbers were convinced of 
the truth of chriſtianity and 


embraced it. 


22 The fame of theſe nu— 
Did 2 merous 
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merous converſions reaching 
the aſſembly of chriſtians at 
Jerulalem, they deputed Bar- 
nabas to go to Antioch. 


23 Upon his arrival, When 


he ſaw the happy ſtate of 
things, and the wonderful: 
ſucceſs the goſpel had provi- 
dentially met with, he was 
tranſported with joy, and im- 
portunately exhorted all the 
converts to adhere immove- 
ably to the chriſtian prin- 
ciples. . | 
224 This Barnabas was a 
perſon of diſtinguiſhed good- 
neſs, a warm advocate for 
chriſtianity, and eminently 
favoured with ſpiritual gifts 

— His amiable character 
and «endowments, therefore, 
were the means of very con- 
ſiderable numbers adopting 
B doctrines of the gol- 

Ee 1 "I 

25 Here ha 


« 


pening to be 
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informed that Saul was at 


Tarſus he purpoſely went 


thither in ſearch of him 
when he had met with him 
he brought him to Antioch. 
26 In this city they conti- 
nued an whole year—forming 
the -converts 1nto a ſociety, 
and inſtructing a very conſi- 
derable body in the doctrines 


of the goſpel and theſe two, 


while in Antioch, firſt gave 
the profeſſors of the goſpel, 
by an divine direction, the 
denomination of Chriſtians. 

5-27 Ix the mean time 
while Saul and Barnabas were 
thus employed, ſome perſons, 
whom God had ſeen fit to en- 
dow with prophetic gifts, 
came down to Antioch. 

28 One of theſe, whole - 
name was Agabus, roſe up 
in the aſſembly, and by a di- 
vine impulſe predicted a 


dreadful famine, by which 


m Nene This word, in all the places in which it occurs in 


he N. T. ſignifies to 2»form, denomi nate, declare, by a divine direction. 
onſult Matth. ii. 12. 22. Luke ii. 26. Acts x. 22. Rom. vii. 3. Heb. 
viii. 5. Chap. xi. 7. Chap. xii. 25. In the Greek claſſics it ſignifies to 
dieli ver the oracular reſponſe, and very frequently to Heat authoritatively, 
as princes, generals, magiſtrates, to private perſons. When the ſenate 
walted upon Caſar, he /þoke to them as private perſons, y . 
Plutarch Cx far. p. 1350. e g appeared in public clad in the ſtole 
of V, and /clemaly called herſelf young 1/5, e n¹Eε,n e. Plutarch An- 
tony, p. 1723. Edit. Gr. Stephen. 8 vo. Aniigonus delivering his ſenti- 
ments concerning. what was future, ypnuarioas. Polybius, p. 139. 
Annibal {oke with the ambaſſadors, ey pnpariCe, ib. p. 218. King 
Philip having ſpokewith the Achæant, x nur,, p. 297. He blamed 
him for aſſuming the diadem and calling himſelf king, Caomcn ypnnvari- 
Cel, p. 401. He aſſumed the crown and dared to {le himſelf king. 
Polybius, p. 401. Exit, Hanov, 1619. ens 8d; 


the 
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the whole extent of Judza 
would be miſerably haraſſed 
—— Accordingly, this famine 
invaded Judza in the time of 
the emperor Claudius. 
29 In conſequence of this 
prediction thoſe. of the chriſ- 
tians who were in affluent 
circumſtances mutually a- 
greed to raiſe a contribution 
for the ſupport of their fellow 
chriſtians in Judæa. 


30 This generous ſcheme 
they carried into execution — 
and ſent the money, that was 
collected, by Barnabas and 
Saul, to be depoſited in the 


| hands of the ſenior chriſtians. 
CHAP. XII. 


BOUT this time king 


. < & Herod Agrippa raiſ- 


ed a perſecution againſt the 


chriſtians, and apprehended 
and diſtreſſed ſeveral of their 
ſociety. 


2 James the brother of 


John he ſeized and beheaded, | 


3 And ſeeing that theſe 
violent meaſures againſt the 
chriſtians rendered him ex- 
tremely popular among the 
Jews, he cauſed Peter alſo to 
be apprehended during the 
feſtival of unleavened bread. 
4 This apoſtle, therefore, 


| confined and guarded 


{ dors around his cell 


„ 


4 


47, 
was by his order confined, in 
the public priſon, and ſtrictly 
committed to the cuſtody of 
no leſs than ſixteen ſoldiers— 
He intended, after the paſ- 


chal ſolemnity was over, to 


convene a general aſſembly of 
the people, to bring him out 
before them and publickly 
eher, 8 

5 In this manner Peter lay 

Hor 
whoſe deliverance and ſafety 
the chriſtians interceded with 
God by unremitting and moſt 
fervent ſupplications. = 

6 But when the time ap- 


proached in which Herod in- 


tended to gratify the Jews 


with his execution, in. the 


night which preceded the 
day he had fixed for it, as 
Peter was ſleeping in ſoft com- 
poſure between two ſoldiers to 
whom he was reſpectively 
chained by two ſhackles, and 
the jail-Keepers were on duty 
at the priſon gate— - | 

7 lo! an angel of God 
ſuddenly appeared ! and an 
immenſe lightdarted its fplen- 
The 
heavenly . meſſenger then a- 
woke him, ſaying—Rile this 
moment! That inſtant the 


ſhackles dropped from his 


hands. 


v oOlneliern is twice uſed to ſignify only the land of Fuden ; here, and 
Luke xxi. 25. Fo/ephus mentions the famine here prediQed, as opprel- 


fing Zudza in the reign of Claudi 


us. Ant. 2. c. 2. $6, and c. 4 2. 
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 Gird the cloaths, in which 
you lie, about you, and tie 
on your ſandals— This done, 
he ſaid, Put on your upper 
garment, and follow me. 

9 He followed him—but 
was not conſcious that this 
was a real tranſaction he 
imagined it only a viſionary 
ſcene exhibited to him in a 
dream. 

10 After paſſing the firſt 
and ſecond watch they arriv- 
ed at the great iron gate 
which fronts the public ſtreet 
this ſpontanegully opened 
to receive them they paſſed 
through, and went together 
the length of one ſtreet—at- 
ter which the angel ſuddenly 
vaniſhed. 

11 Peter, being now con- 
ſcious that the ſcene was real, 
ſaid in pious aſtoniſhment— 
Now J am indeed convinced 
that God hath been pleaſed to 
depute an angel to extricate 
me from Herod's power, and 
to fruſtrate all the eager ex- 
pectation and ſanguinary de- 
ſigns of the Jews. 

12 He then went qirectiy 
to the houſe of Mary tlie mo- 
ther of John ſirnamed Mark 
here a conſiderable num- 
ber of the chriſtians had ap- 
pointed to meet, and were 
then praying. 

13 Knocking at the gate a 


ſervant maid, called Rhoda, | 


-" 


9 
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went to, the door to enquire 
the perfon's name. | 

14 She knowing his voice, 
in a flood of tranſport did not 
ſtay to open the door, but 
flewy to the company, and 
told thern that Peter WAS ftand- 
ing at the gate. 

15 It is madneſs to affert 
any ſuch thing, they ſaid— 
She peremptorily declared 
and perſifted 1n it, that ſne 
was ſure it was him- they 
then faid it muſt be a meſſen- 
ger from him. 

16 Perer in the mean time 
continued knocking . but 
when they opened the door, 
and ſaw it was him, they 
were laſt in an ecſtacy of a- 
ſtoniſnment. EAR 

17 He made a motion to 


them with his hand to be. 


filent — and after informin I 
them how an angel of G 
had delivered him out of pri-- 


fon, ordered them to acquaint 


James and the other chriſtians. 
with this miraculous event 


Having ſaid this he went a- 
way, and retired to another 


place. 
18 The next morning there. 


| was a great hubbub and con- 
fuſion among the ſoldiers 
who were appointed his 


guards, what: was become of 


. | 
Herod, after making 
4 dligent but fruitleſs ſearch 


for him, called up the keep- 
ers 
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22 This he had no ſooner 
concluded, but the populace 
raiſed an univerſal acclamati- 
on - repeating — © It is the 
voice of a God and not of a 
erde,, „ 
23 * That moment the an- 
gel of God ſmote him with a 
dreadful and incurable diſeaſe 
for that impious arrogance _ 
and pride with which his 
heart was now inflated —— 
He was devoured alive with 
worms, and died in the moſt 
excruciating torments. @_ 
24 After his deceaſe chriſ- 
tianity flouriſhed——and the 
number of converts was con- 
tinually augmenting. 
- $25 BarxnaBaAs and Saul 
after having faithfully dif- 


Chap. xii. The AceTs of the APOSTLES, 


ers of the priſon, and order- 
ed them all to be executed 
After this he quitted Judæa 
and fixed his reſidence at Cæ- 

20 The reaſon of his re- 
moval to this city was the 
violent reſentments he had 
now conceived againſt the 
Tyrians and Sidonians But 
theſe two opulent ſtates, hav- 
ing afterwards procured his 
chamberlain Blaſtus to under- 
take their cauſe, waited up- 
on him in a ſupplicant man- 
ner and ſolicited peace; be- 
ing induced to this ſtep by a 
conſciouſneſs that their terri- 
tories derived the fupports of 
life from the King's domi- 
nions. N 


" $—21 Tnrs Herod Agrip- 
pa on occaſion of a grand ſo- 
 Temn' feſtival arrayed himfelf 
in a royal and moſt magnifi- 
cent dreſs—and mounting a 
throne erected for him made 


a ſpeech to the aſſembled 


multitude. 


charged the truſt that was re- 
poſed in them with regard to 


the charitable collection for 


the ſupport of the chriſtians 
in Judza——when they had 
paid it into the hands of the 
tenior chriſtians, quitted Je- 


| ruſalem taking with them 


The ſhocking death of this inſdlent creature is minutely deſcribed in 
all its circumſtances by Jeſeplins. See Antiq. L. 19. c. 8. 2. Edit. Hud- 
Jon. His: arrogance and his end remind one of the unhappy exit of Cræſus. 
„Divine vengeance, ſaith Herodotus, overtouk Craſus, becauſe he proudly 
-Imagined himſelf to have reached the higheſt ſummit of human gran- 
deur and felicity : For the pinnacle of mortal glory, which many pile ſo 
high, God ſubverts from its loweſt foundations. Herodot. Gr. & Lat. 
Vol. i. p. 70. Edit. Glafg. 1761. 1 e 
b His. grandfather Herod died in the ſame ſhocking manner. He was 
excruciated with dire pains in his bowels and am ulcer which bred worms. 
Joſeph Ant. L. 17. c. G. 5. Huson. Pheretima alſo, in Herodotus, was 
Lerchen alive with worms. C tyn:wy eZiGeot- Herod. Vol. iv. p. 
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Chap. xii. 


John firnamed Mark to. be of the ſociety and deputed by 


the e. of en la. | 


bou rs. 


. Xlil. 1 In the £4 
of Chriſtians that was 


ciety 
eſtabliſhed at Antioch, whi- 


ther Saul and Barnabas now. 


returned, there were ſome 


perſons who were endowed. 
with prophetic gifts, and o- 
thers, who were qualified to 
be public inſtructors —T hoſe 
who were thus eminently dit- | 
tinguiſhed with theſe ſpiritu- 
al powers were Barnabas, Si- 
meon called alſo Niger, Lu- 
Cius a native of Cyrene, Ma- 
nahen, who had been educat- 


ed along with Herod the te- 
gent perſon, who ſent an in vi- 


trarch, and Saul. 


2 As. theſe were one day 
engaged in the exerciſes of 
devotion, and obſerving a re- 
281 faſt, they were direct- 


by an immediate impulſe 
name in Greet ſignifies Ma- 


of 5 holy ſpirit to ſelect from 
among 


vice, for the diſcharge of 
which God had particularly 
appointed them. 

3 Immediately they obey⸗ 


ed the divine call and after 
they had faſted, prayed, and 


laid their hands upon them, 
they diſmiſſed them to preach 
the goſpel. 


4 Theſe two, ho were 


thus expreſsly ſegregated out 


9 


- 


them Barnabas and 
Saul, and ſolemnly dedicate 
them to that important ſer- 


| 


| profligate 


the holy ſpirit. to propagate 
i chriſtianity, went frſt to Se. 
leucia . and from this city 


croſſed over 0 the ile of Cy- | 


prus. 


5 On. their ARS) they 
preached in the Jewiſh ſyna- 
gogues at Salamis the doc- 
trines of the goſpel. 

6 They then, attended by 
their aſſociate John, traverſed 


the iſle as far as Paphos — 


where they met with a Jewiſh 


impoſtor called  Barjeſus, 
who boaſted his ſkill in magic a 
arts. 


7 This impoſtor was along 


with Sergius Paulus the pro- 


conſul, a rational and intelli- 


tation to Barnabas and Saul, 
and deſired they would favor 
him with an account of their 


principles. 


8 But Elymas, LAVA 
gern, publickly oppoſed 
them — ſtudying to divert the 
proconſul from his intention 
to embrace the chriſtian reli- 
gion. 
But Saul, who aſſumed 
alſo the name of! Paul, fixing 
his eyes intenſely upon the 
impoſtor, and being inſtantly 
ſeized with the divine afflatus, 

10 ſaid to him — O thou 
and abandoned 


creature whoſe: heart, I am 


conſcious, is full-of fraud, 
diſſimu- 
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diſſimulation, and the moſt 
diabolical wickedneſs — Doſt 
thou ſtill perſiſt in aſperſing 
and counteracting the divine 
ſcheme which infinite wiſdom 
hath planned? 
11 Behold! the hand of 
that Being whom thou inſult- 
eſt ſhall this moment ſtrike 
thee- and thou ſhalt be in- 
ſtantly puniſhed with a tem- 
porary deprivation of thy 
light He had no ſooner pro- 
nounced the words, but the 
impoſtor's eyes were cloſed in 
total darkneſs, and he grop- 
ed about on all ſides to lay 
hold on ſomething to ſupport 
his ſteps. _ | 

12 The. proconſul ſeeing. 
this amazing event was ſtruck | 
with the Jaſt aſtoniſhment, 
and embraced * the chriſtian 
doctrine. | 

$—13 Pavr and his com- 
panions afterwards embarked 
on board a veſſel at Paphos 
and landed at Pergè in Pam- 
phylia— Here John left them 
and returned to Jeruſalem, 

14 But the other travelled 
from Perge to Antioch in Pi- 
ſidia — where they went into 
the Jewiſh ſynagogue and fat 
down. 

15. Here after a portion of 
the law and the prophets was 


read, the e of the i 


3 Een 71 Shen is governed on eien, not on 0 
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gogue ſent to them — beg; 
ging, If they could impart 
any thing that might contri- 
bute to the inſtruction and e- 
dification of the Anden 


they would deliver it. 


16 Upon this Paul ſtood 
up, and making a motion 
with his hand, thus addreſſed 
the aſſembiy “ Ye Iſraelites 
and devout worſhippers of 
the true God ! let me crave 
your candid and ſerious atten- 
tion to the truths . ſhall pay 
deliver. 

17 The ſupreme God, the 
merciful guardian and pro- 
tector of our nation, moſt 
highly diſtinguiſhed our illuſ- 
trious anceſtors with his fa- 
vour, public kly beſtowed up- 
on their deſcendents; many 
ſignal bleſſings, during their 


relidence in Egypt, and from 


their ſervitude here vindicated 
them into liberty by a ſeries 
of the moſt aſtoniſhing mi- 
racles. | 

18 God alſo, after their e- 


migration, miraculouſly * ſup- 


plied them with, the. neceſ- 
faries of life in the dreary de- 
ſerts of Arabia during a pe- 
riod of forty years. 

19 After this, under the 
ſpecial conduct of divine pro- 


vidence, they overturned ſe- 


ven different communities in 


+ ww 


r Erpegop27n94rs which the beſt MSS. exhibit, 1s the genuine lection. 


the 
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among their reſpective tribes. 
20 They were then for 
four hundred and fifty years 
itill Samuel's time, governed 
by Judges, whom God raiſed 
and empowered to ſuperin- 
tend them. 

21 They being afterwards 
deſirous of regal government, 
he placed over them Saul the 
ſon of Kiſh, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, who was forty 
years old at his election. 
22 After his removal, Da- 
vid was providentially ap- 
pointed their ſovereign — to 
whoſe character God bears 
this teſtimony 56 have 


felected David, the fon of | 


Jeſſe, to be their king —a 
perſon, whoſe conduct, as a 
prince, will ſecure my ap- 
probation, and who will, in 
is political capacity, fully 
execute all my deſigns.” _ 
23 From the deſcendents 
of this illuſtrious monarch 
hath God, according to his 
promiſe, been mercifully 
Pleaſed to raiſe up to Iſrael 
thegreat Redeemer who was 
the late Jeſus of Nazareth. 
24 The advent of this divine 
perſon John the Baptiſt predic- | 
red, and publickly proclaim- 
ed to the whole Jewiſh nation 
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the land of Canaan, and diſtri- | pointed of God to prepare 
buted, by lot, their territories {| men for the reception of this 


great prophet by the baptiſm 
of repentance he publickly ad- 
miniſtred. | Foes att. 
25 John, * while he was 
fulfilling the office that provi- 
dence had affigned him, uſed 


| conſtantly to addreſs himſelf 


to the people, who reſorted 
to him, and fay to them—— 
Whom do you imagine me to 
be? — 1 aſſure you I am not 
the perſon you expect but 
let me ſolemnly declare to 
you, That I am the harbin- 
ger of a moſt dignified and 
exalted perſon, to whom I am 
not worthy to ſtoop and do 
the meaneſt office,  _ 
26 My brethren! my fel- 
low deſcendents from Abra- 
ham ! and ye devout wor- 
ſhippers of the true God! 
ſuffer me to aſſure you, That 
this prophet was -fent, and 
theſe doctrines publiſhed for 
your ſalvation and happineſs :. 
27 becauſe. the Sanhedrim 
and citizens of Jeruſalem be- 
ing wilfully ignorant of the 
dignity of his perſon, con- 
demned him to ſuffer capital 
puniſhment— bur he hereby 
fulfilled the expreſs predicti- 
ons of thoſe prophets which 
are every ſabbath read in 
their religious aſſemblies. 


—declaring himſelf to be ap- 


” 1 — * 


a: Ns e. 


28 And ſo implacably in- 


cenſed 
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cenſed were they againſt his 


perſon, that tho? upon the 


ſtricteſt examination they | 


found his character irreproach- 
able, and perfectly free from 
any guilt that deſerved death 
yet by their inflexible impor- 
tunity they, at laſt, prevailed 
upon Pilate to condemn him 
to be executed. | 
29 After they had by this 
public murder accompliſhed 
the ſcripture prophecies, they 
took him from the croſs, and 
interred his dead body in a 
tomb adjacent. 
30 But by the power of 
God he was raiſed from the 
dead,. . 
31 and for a conſiderable 
number of days he exhibited 
himfelf alive to his compa- 
nions and friends, who had 
attended him in his laſt jour- 
ney from Galilee to the capi- 
tal — who were convinced of 
the identity of his perſon, 
and who are public witneſſes 
to the world of the truth of 
dis reſurrectio n 
32 We therefore proclaim 
among you the joyful news, 
That the ſignal promiſe, which 
God ſolemnly made and rati- 
fied with our anceftors, he 
hath now moſt illuſtriouſſy 
accompliſhed in the prelent. 
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day, by raiſing Jeſus the 
Meſſiah from the dead, 
33 The prediction in, the 
ſecond Pſalm is now fulfilled 
— Thou art my ſon | this 
day have I informed thee 
_ new life and immorta- 
ity.” | | 
34 And to this great e- 
vent of his reſurrection from 
the dead and his peculiar ex- 


emption from the general law 


of mortality, alludes the fel- 
lowing paſſage of the prophet 
Ifaiah — For you will J ac- 
compliſh all the conditions of 
that everlaſting covenant, 
which I have made with the 
houſe of David.” | 

35 This is alſo clearly pre- 
dicted in another paſſage——> 
„Thou wilt not ſuffer the 
dead body of thy beloved fon 
to ſuffer the common cor- 
reprion!: [> 725 - 

36 This laſt paſſage cannst 
refer to David for after this 
illuſtrious prince had *, in his 
generation, ſerved the will of 
God, he paid the common 
debt to nature his body was 
depoſited in the grave, and 
reduced to its primitive duſt. 

37 The exemption, there- 
fore, from the putrefaction 
of the grave here mentioned 


can ſolely relate to that perſon 


t Tera is governed on the prepoſition 25 underſtood, and Cay put 
in its proper conſtruction with yanps710 45 | | 


whom 


2 rn — — — 


41 
hom God thus raiſed from 


the grave. 


38 Be ye alſo affured; my 


brethren, that we are autho- 
rized to proclaim to the 
world through this perſon's 
mediation à free and uni- 
verſal remiſſion of all paſt 
ſins upon ſincere repentance 
and reformation of life. 
39 Every one, therefore, 
who is convinced of the truth 
of his doctrines, and reſolves 
to conform to it, is from that 
moment acquitted from all 
thoſe crimes, from the guilt 
of which, the law did not and 
could not exempt you. 
40 Reject not, I beſeech 
you, the gracious propoſals 


that are now importunately 


offered to you, leſt you pro- 
voke God to inflift upon 
you thoſe terrible calamities, 
which he hath denounced a- 
_e the diſobedient in the 

ollowing paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture.— | 

41 © Behold, O ye con- 
temptuous deſpiſers of reli- 
gion, the miſeries that are im- 
pending over your heads 


View them with aſtoniſhment | 
for in theſe you ſhall be in- 


volved — For in your days I 
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will produce events fo inex> 
preſſibly dire and dreadful; 


that ſhould a perſon give you 


a diſtinct detail of them, he 
would not gain your credit v.“ 
-42 He ended — and the 
Jews going out of the ſyna- 
gogue, the Heathens who 
ſtaid behind, came to him; 
and begged he would dif- 
courſe to them on the ſame 
ſubje& before the enſuing 
Ko rn tt rrgreyt; 
43 After the aſſembly broke 
up ſeveral of the Jews and de- 
vout proſelytes followed Paul 
and Barnabas — to theſe they 
propounded and explained 
the chriſtian doctrines, and 
induced them to embrace this 
divine diſpenſation. „ 
844 Tux fame of the 
above tranſaction being dif- 
fuſed through the city, al- 
moſt the whole town was aſ⸗ 
ſembled together on the en- 
ſuing ſabbath to hear the 
doctrines of chriſtianity. 
45 The Jews ſeeing this 
immenſe multitude collected 
together, were inſtantly fired 
with rage and indignation 
—— and publickly oppoſed 
the doctrines that Paul had 


advanced — proceeding, at 


un The Deity was pleaſed; at the i propagation of the goſpel, to 
publiſh to the world an univerſal pardon, a general amneſty, of all paßt 
fans to All fincere converts. This is the true grand ſcriptural idea intended 
to be conveyed by ;u/?ify and ;uſtification. 8 . 


Meaning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans. 
x See the various lections in Dr. Mill. 


a laſt, | 
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diately embraced Khie chriſtian 


laſt; to the moft indecent, and 
opprobrious calumnies. 

46 To this torrent of A- 
bufe Paul and Barnabas with 
undaunted freedom and ſpirit 
thus replied It was ne. 
ceſſary in the” order of the 
divine diſpenfations that to 
you Jews the doctrines of 


wreath ſhonld Seth 2 


14 18 


thy of that Lure life which 
it reveals and offers to you 
— behold ! we ſhall for the 
future addreſs ourſelves to 
the Heathens. 
47 For fo hath God ex- 
preſsly enjoined us to do by 
the prophet — © 1 have ap- 
pointed thee® to illuminate 
the dark and benighted Hea- 
thens with thy beams, and to 
diffuſe ſalvation and happi- 
neſs to the extremities 0 the 
globe. l 
48 Hearing theſe expies |- 
ſions the Heathens were tranſ- 
ported with joy and ory 
gratitude to God — and as 
many of them, as were diſ. 
Psd for eternal life, | im me- 


f 


religion. TAR 


ſpread © with” great rapidity 
throughout the whole ad- 
jacent country 


ſome ladies of Aiſtinion and 
character and the leading 
men of the town, and com- 
mencing a violent perſecu- 
tion againſt Paul and Barna- 
bas, forced them to * out 
of their country. 


— 


1 


when they left their territo- 
ries, ſhook off the duſt of 
their feet as a public teſti- 
mony to them of their ob- 
ſtinacy and impenitence, and 
travelled to Iconiumnm. 

52 But the converts they 
had made here, during their 
ſtay, were inſpired with the 
moſt pure and ſacred joy, and 
were favoured with an effu- 
1 2 of ns holy O- 8 


HA. 


PO N their arjivats af 
Iconium they went in- 


to the Jewiſh whos Xing and 


7 Taro, TapaTarce, evTrrao 3; eviimragaraocu, are” milir 


terms, and denote the di/po/ing and marſpalling an army. 


In this fe 


aao is uſed in almoſt every page in Xenophon, Diodorus Siculus, Polybius, 


lian, and other Greek Hiſtorians: 


76 TMOAELIES TETHY Wiles, Aen. 


Cyr. In. p. 39. TeTayuevors.Tols. CAvTE ATAKT ES APE a; . 70. 419 u,QMn 


r ,d 148. 
no — Edit. 8 Gr. vo. 


Hutchin. ro d' e oro ert Ter A,B r 


Plutafch 
See alſo 18 5 vii. 8. 


49 So' that chriſtianity 


50 But the Jawa inſti gated | 


51 "Accordingly theſe two, 


116 


poſtles reſided a conſiderable 
time in the town, delivering 


tizens— ane 


the other the cauſe of the a- 


ed the egit dug: 135 


6 che two e receive 


frines with ſuch energy as to ing information of this cons 


induce 4 very corrſiderable 
number both of Jews ar and 
Greeks to embrace them. 
2 But that party of che 
Who diſbelieved theſe | 
doftrines, . practiſed every 
method to inflame and exaſ- 
perate the heathens int 
the cbriſtians. 
3 But norwirhſtanding their 
implacable animoſity, the a- 


the principles of the chriſtiap 
religion with invincible: free- 
dom and intrepidity——and | 
God was pleaſed to confirm! 
the doctrines they taught by 
enabling them to perform | o 
matry ſignal and afopiſhing | 
operations. 

4 In the mean time a warm 
diſſention aroſe among the ci- 
arty eſpouſing 


the cauſe of the infidel Jews, 


poſtles. 

5 But when he heathen 
magiſtrates and the Jews of | 
the contrary ſide carried their 
oppoſition and reſentments to 
ſuch violence as to confede- 
rate together and unanimouſ- 

form a determined reſolu- 


Piracy againſt; their Hurst 


quitted the city, and f 

Lyſtra and Herbe, towns 5 

Kame g een 
7 In which,. _ other n 

des they gui 


> 4 fy 
. 2 9 5 


ing at Lyſtta chere fac-am 
the audience an helpleſs o 


ject, a man who. Bache "beet 


1 en 2 

erſon N 

1 Iams Ty what gave greas 

El ——Wwhich Paul at leng th 

obſerving, he fixed: his e a 

intenſely. upon him, oe 

ing conſcious he was 
of ſuch à degree aach as as 

qualified him to receive cmi: 

raculous cure, 

10 immediately 1 5950 to 
him and ſaid.Riſe and ſtand 
ere! —— That moment he 
ſprung from the ground in 
perfect vigour, and walk ed: 

11 The crowd; that be 


rag aſſembled, {cing: 


amazing ſpectacle, all eg 
out, in extreme aſtoniſhment, 
in the Lycaonian language 
„The immortal gods, dif- 
guiſed in human r have 
Neu r. to viſit us! 


ooo! inſult and _—_— A 


2 Ae ne dier re- 


2 # 


— # % - 1 
% 
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- Has delabor Olyips, 
Et deus humans luſtro ſub imagine terras. 


N 
1 * 


are As Paul w; X<:H 


Sf mn is 
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cogniſed Jupiter in Barna- among you, is, to engage 


bas, and * Mercury in Paul, | you to renounce theſe fictiti 


becaule of his ſuperiour elo- | ous deities, and to recover 
quence. you to the belief of the one 
1 The prieſt, therefore, ſupreme God, the, .creator 
of Jove, whom they worſhip- | and governour of univerſal 
ped as the guardian of their | nature. 
city, and. whoſe temple ſtood 16 This infinite thing 
a little way out of the town, | tho? in the ages that are pal- 
unmediately. brought victims | ſed, , he did not explicitly 
and * chaplets of flowers to commiſſion any divine m 
the door of the houſe where | ſenger to remonſtrate againſt 
they lodged — attended with theſe abſurdities in worſhip, 
a vaſt crowd, deſigning to ſa- in which all the heathen na- 
crifice to them. | tions were plunged, _ 
14 Soon as the apoſtles 17 yet, notwithſtanding 

were acquainted with this re- he did not immediately inter- 


ſolution, they rent their | poſe to recover them, he ne- 


cloaths,--. ruſhed out of the | ver left his exiſtence and per- 

| houſe, and flung themſelves fections unatteſted —For his 
among the collected multi- bud and perfections are 

tude . vehemently exclaim- | loudly proclaimed by his ne- 

ing and with pathetic earneſt- ver —— beneficence, * 

neſs thus addreſſing them— the regular and ſalutary re 
15 Sirs! What hath in- | volutions of the ſeaſons, = 

| duced you to this! We are | fertilizing ſhowers, and by 

but frail mortals, ſubject to | his conſtant liberal oa 

the ſame human ſorrows and | food and happineſs to 

ſufferings with yourſelves | rational creatures. 

The great deſign of the glo- 18 But with all the arg u- 


rious GY we e ments he could e the 
| 


* Theſe re N the Heathen believed aid comeniines accompany ach 
n in a viſit to . 


upiter huc, ſpecie mortali, cumque parente 
enit —.— — callucifer alis. Ovid Met. 8. 626. 


» To crown the apoſtles agreeable to the pagan rites. All wore gar- 
lands at 2a heathen ſacrifice — Data ſunt 1 nialia ſertæ. Ovi 


S7T6ujactr” ex iu Neρ²αα exnCons AtorawrOr, Homer. II. 1. 14. InT1- 
n eZecemupuerer, Sophacl. Oed. Tyr. fub init. Or, they might 


be co crown the victims, as was alſo cuſtomary. 
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were with. great diffi. 
1 reſtrained from kee: 
ing to them, £ 
19 During mehr ſay 4 
Lyſtra, their 
verfaries the Jews of Antioch 
and Iconium, followed them 
hither and inſtigated the 
pulace to ſuch a degree of 
i & and fury, that they 
al tuſhed upon Paul and o- 
verwyhelmed him with ſtones 
— they then dragged him 
out of the city, imagining he 
_ dead. 


: were ſtanding in à circle 


round his body, he revived | 


— got up — and went with 
them into the town — The 
next day he and Barnabas 
travelled to Derbe. 
21 After they had preach- 
ed in this town, and'convin- 
ced a conſiderable number. of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, they 
turned back and reviſited 
Lyſtra, Tconium, ' and An- 
tioch, | 
22 ettabhlbing the minds 

of thoſe they head converted, 
in the principles of. the gol. 
horting them with the 

moſt earneſt and pathetic im- 
portunity to adhere to the 
dottrines, of whoſe truth they 
were convinced; and admo- 
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implacable ad- | | 


niſhing them that the tte 
Chriſtianity was infeſted. mn 
ſorrows and ſufferings. 

23 In every ſociety” that 
was formed they appointed 
| the ſenior Chriſtians to ſuper- 
| intend and inſtruct the aſſem- 


obſerving a religious - faſt, 
and theſe they ſolemnly re- 
commended to the hleſſing of 
that Being, of the truth of 
whoſe goſpel they bad upon 
the beſt evidence dun! con- 


| | vinced. 
20 But nile the Chriſtians | 


224 After palling through 
Piſidia, they came 1 Fur 
* * 


Pergè and Attaleia in * both 
which towns they — 
the Chriſtian doctrine: 
26 At this laſt place xhey 
embarked on board a veſſel, 
and: failed to Antioeh from 
which city by a particular di- 
vine direction, they had at 
firſt departed being expreſſ. 
ly deputed to that office, 
Which they had now ſo fully 
and faithfully diſcharged. 

27 Immediately upon their 
arrival they convened the aſ- 
ſembly of Chriſtians, and gave 
them a circumſtantial account 
of the wonderful ſucceſs with 
which God had bleſſed them, 
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bly — for theſe they prayed, 
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Chap. xv. 
and what an harveft Chriſtiani- 

ty had begun to collect en 
the Heathens. 


28 In this city they conti- | 
nued with the rides a 


een, time. 


r 


15. 


not obtain future happineſs. 
2 This doctrine being 

h warmly oppoſed by Paul and 

Barnabas, and occaſioning 


great debates and altercations, | 
the Chriſtians came to a deter- 
' mination to diſpatch Paul and 
Barnabas, and ſome others of 
their ſociety, to the apoſtles, 
and ſenior Chriſtians at Jeru- 
have their deciſion 


falem, to 
of this controverſy. - 


3 Theſe, therefore; ro- 
ng received this commiſſion g 
travelled + throug h Pheœnicia 


and Samaria in al the places 


they paſſed acquainting their 


Chriſtiaa brethren: with the 
converſion of the Heathens 
an event, which inſpired 
them all nich the e 
tranſport. 

4 Upon theiy drrival. in Je- 
ruſalem-they: were kindly re- 
ceryed by the. apoſtles, the Je: | 


vier N and the Whale 
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ſociety — to whom they mi- 
nutely related the wonderful 
ſuccefs; with which God had 
bleſſed their miniſterial la- 
bours among the Heathens. 


5 Upon this ſome of the 


ſect of the Phariſees, who 
had embraced the goſpel, roſe 


_ up in the aſſembly and de- 
ahs's mean time Sons 
; perſons that came from 
Fraun told the Chriſtians 
at Antioch, That if they did 
not ſubmit to the Moſaic rite 


of circumciſion they could 
ſentiments, the apoſtles and 


| ſenior Chriſtians appointed to 


clared — That the Heathen 
converts ought to be circum- 
cited, and enjoined a ſtrict 
obedience - to the laws? of 
Moſes. | 

6 Hearing this noi of 


meet together, in order 0 _ 
cuſs this topic. | 

7 Here, after this eds 
had been long agitated, and 
had mutually excited a ſan- 
guine conteſt, Peter ſtood up, 
and thus addreſſed the al- 
ſembly — “ You need not 
be informed, my Chriſtian 


brethren! how by a divine 
direction J rſt preached the 
oſpel to the Heathens, and 
how chearfully they embrac- 
ed its doctrines 

8 and how worthy they 
were of this ſacred privilege, 
| the great God, who is per- 
fectly acquainted with the 
human heart, hath abund- 
antly evinced by imparting 
the ſame ſpiritual gifts to chem 
as to ourſelves; + |»: 144094 


9 By the communication 


i 


off the bling of the goſpel 
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in this impartial” vndiſtin-⸗ 
' guiſhing” anner, he bath 
'publickly wanifeſted that his 
wiſdom Knows no diſtinction 
betwirt them and us.. 

10 Ought vou then to op- 

e the divine procedures, 
Ack ſimit' his all- diffuſive be- 
nevolence by impdſing a yoke 
on the necks of theſe Hea- 
then converts, whoſe rigour 
and ſeverity | 
ceſtors and 988 have 
A intolerable? 

11 Our principles are, in- 
deed, the fame with 7heirs — 
for we believe that we ſhall 
attain future ſalvation ſolely 
through the gracious diſpen- 
farton « of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


D and the fame fundamental | paci 


_ ſentiments they all enter- 
e | 
12 He ended, and an uni- 
verſal ſilence enſued — Bar- 
nabas and Paul then gave the 
aſſembly a circumſtantial re- 
lation of their amazing ſuc- 
ceſs, and the 
God had enabl 
oem. among the Heathens. 
13 When they had con- 
* ed their narration, "the. 
"apoſtle James addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the aſſembly in the 
following manner beg, my 
Chriſtian brethren, you would 
hear my ſentiments with at- 
1 tention and candour. 
14 Peter formerly gave us 
| 31 minute account of then man- | 


them to per- 


ed to expreſs 


tinguiſhed — 
tient pro 
13 following pro- 
both your an- p 


. miracles 
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ner in which God was al- 
his regards for 
the Heathens, and to ſeleẽt 


from among them the vir- 
| ryous, as Ohjects worthy to 
be favoured with the revela- 
tion of his mind and will. 


FT} 


15 In predicting this dif- 
event, all the an- 
ts unanimbuſſy 


ecy is clear and expfefs. 
16 In the laſt age of 


the Jewiſh diſpenſation, T will 


raiſe the decayed family of 
David to its former ſplendor, 


and on the ruins of his houſe, 
J will rear a moſt olorious 
and magnificent ſtructure: 


17 Into this grand and ca- 
ous edifice, men of all 
ranks and orders, without 
diſtinction, ſhall enter and 
into this, alſo, ſhall all the 
devout and virtuous among 


the Heatben be admitted, 


and compoſe together one 
vaſt and harmonwus Med 


— This revolution 1 Will 


fect, faith the creator and 


| governour of univerſal | na- 
ture.“ 


18 The order of God's dit. 


penſations, from the begin- 


ning to the end of time, is in- 
fallibly known and regularly 
arranged” by his infinite un- 
derftanding, t 

19 Since, therefore, i it hath 


pleaſed God to effect this a- 


mazing event among the Hea- 
thens, 
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chens, we ought not, in m 
judgment, to give the det] 
verts from a among them any 
farther moleſtation... MEL 
20 It is, however, neceſſary | 
to. La them to refrain 
from taſting any thing that 
hath: been devoted to an Idol, 
and to admoniſh them againſt | 
lewdneſs, and againſt eating 
any animal that hath been 
ſtrangled, and to enjoin abſti- 


2 And in order that theſe 
injunclions may have their 
proper validity and force up- 
on theſe converts, the Jaw. of 
Moſes, - which .preſcribes 
them, i is read every ſabbath « 
y all the various ſynagogues 
where they e at- 
tend.” 
22 This propoſal met with 
_univerſal approbation — an 
| the apoſtles, the ſenior Chriſ- 
tians, and the whole aſſembly 
unanimouſly agreed to de- 
pute ſome ſelect perſons out 
of the ſociety, and ſend them 
along with Paul and Barna- 
bas to Antioch—According- 
ly they nominated Judas fir- 
named Barſabas, and Silas 
perſons of the firſt charac- 
ter among the Chriſtians. 
23 They then drew up a 
letter to the. Heathen con- 


th 


verts — of which the follow- | 


ing is a copy TAE apoſtles, 


the ſenior Chriſtians, and the 
ſociety at Jeruſalem, to the 


Chriſtian converts among the 
Heathens 1 in Antiech, Syria, 
and Cilicia. 7 

24 Being informed that 
ſome of our ſociety haye. given 
you great diſturbance by cer- 
tain principles they advanced 
among you. 3 ſtrongly aſſert- 
ing the abſolute neceſſity of 


s from blood. circumciſion, and a ſtrict con- 


N to the rites of the Mo- 
ſaic law poſitions, which 
were never enjoined. * ay 
authority from us 

25 we judged it | per to 
convene a general aflembly— 
in which we came to an una- 
nimous reſolution to delegate 
to you ſome ſelect perſons of 
this ſociety, along with Paul 


d} and Barnabas, our 25 fel- 


low Chriſtians 
26 who have both, as you 
know, frequently expoſed 
their lives to the moſt j immi- 
nent dangers, for their in- 
violable and zealous attach- 
ment to the Chriſtian religion. 
27 We have, therefore, 
deputed Jude and Silas to 
you with this letter — who 
will, in. perſon, confirm the 
ſentiments it contains. 
28 For both the dictates 
of the Holy Spirit and of our 


we” The be ED oe had not as get built ſepatate places of religious 
: I but m_ where attended divine ſervice in the Jewiſh ſynagogues. 
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422 
own judgment, have harmo- | 
niouſly united to. impoſe no 
other burden upon you, but 
the following neceſſary | in- 
junctions + 

29 To abſtain from any 
meat that hath been devoted 


to an idol — from eating any | 


animal that hath been ſtrang- 
led to refrain from blood 
— and from debauchery — 
If you conſcientiouſly regard 
theſe prohibitions, your con- 
duct will meet. with our en- 
tire approbation—Farewel.” 


39: The meſſengers _ | 


diſmiſſed with this commi 
fion; came to Antioch — and 


The Acrs of the APOSTLES. 


Chap. xv. 
35 In this city Paul and 
Barnabas reſided for a conſi- 
derable time - being conſtant- 
ly engaged, with ſeveral o- 
thers, in teaching and pro- 


pagating the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity. 


36 It ha 


[1 


ned, lame. time 


| after this; that Paul made the 


following propoſal to Barna- 


bas Let us, ſaid he, take a 


journey to reviſit the ſtate of 
the Chriſtians in every one of 
thoſe towns where we lately 
preached the goſpel. 
37. To this Barnabas af. 
ſented - and propoſed taki 
with them John, ſurnamed 


convoking the aſſembly, de- Mark. 
livered to them the letter. | 38 But Paul oppoſed this 
31 They read n—and the | — thinking him an improper 


FAG it preſcribed met with 
univerſal approbation. 

32 The meſſengers, Jude 
Pa. Silas, who were-eminent- 
ly endowed with fpiritual 
gifts, pathetically exhorted 
chem in many public diſ- 

courſes, and confirmed their 


minds in the principles and! Fo 
] 40 and Paul, taking Silas 


33 After they had ſtaid 
frag time with the Chriſtians 
in Antioch, they returned, 
elated with joy, to the n 


at Jeruſalem, | | 


34 but Silas choſe to rarry 
Büch LS 


companion, as he had before 


abandoned them at Pam- 


phylia, and deſerted them in 
their miniſterial labours. 

39 Upon this, ſuch a vio- 
lent contention aroſe as ended 
in a mutual ſeparation for 
Barnabas took Mark and ſet 
ſail for Cyprus, 


for his aſſociate, quitted An- 
tioch—after theChriſtians had 
recommended them both to 
the divine bleſſing. 

41 Paul after this alen 
| through Syria, and Cilicia, 


confirming. and eſtabliſhing 


14 95 Hape ue 1 is a very ſtrong and b e ra; and fignifics, 


A W altereatiop, a violent n 


the 


miable character, 
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the -ſeveral congregations of | 


Chriſtians in the prinsiples of 
at nat - 


char. XVI. 


E then travelled. to 
Derbe and from 
thenth to Lyſtra, where he 
met with à convert, whoſe 
name was Timothy, whoſe 
father was a Greek, but his 
mother a Jeweſs of a moſt a- 
Who was 


now a widow.” 

2 This perſon was held. in 

univerſal eſteem by the Chriſ- 
tians in Lyſtra and Iconium. 
3 A convert, therefore, of 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a character 
Paul was deſirous of taking 
along with him for his com- 
panion—and accordingly cir- 
_ cumciſed/him — being indu- 
ced to this by a fear of incur- 
ring the reſentment of the 
Jews i 1n that country, who all 
knew his father was a Greek. 

4 In all the cities which 
they vilited, they gave to the 
_ Chriſtian aſſemblies a copy of 


thoſe rules which the apoſtles | 


and ſenior Chriſtians at Jeruſa- 

lem had preſcribed for the di- 

rection of their conduct. 

96 The ſeveral ſocieties of 
hui therefore, were 


confirmed i in * r of - 


1 


ers augmented eyery day. 


6 After they had travelled 


through Phrygia and Galatia, 
they intended to have proſe- 


cuted their journey into the 


proconſular Aſia, but were 
prohibited by an impulſe of 
the Holy Spirit. 

7 Paſſing then into Myſia, 
they deſigned to go into Bi- 
thynia, but again their de- 
ſigns were annulled by the 
| ſuggeſtions of the Spirit. 

8 Traverling Myſia, there» 
| on; they came down 0 
Troas. 
9 In this town Paul had che 
following viſion exhibited to 
him A perſon, in the habit 
af a Macedonian, ſtood be- 
fore him, and in the moſt 


ſupplicant terms implored 


him to come over to Mace- 
donia and aſſiſt them. 
10 After this viſion we im- 
mediately concluded to croſs 
over to Macedonia — infer- 
ring that this was a divine ad- 
monition to us, to promulgate 
the goſpel in that country. 
11 Embarking, therefore, 
from Troas, we failed with a 
favourable gale to Samothrace 


| — and the next day ms 


at Neapolis. | 
12 From thence we came 


to 8 which is a LY | 


* ; my » 


f See Dr will © loc. | ro y - Kg 
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the goſpel, and their numb- | 


ade el patio of Mace- 
donia, and a R 

NSC y we refided forme 
time. 


g On the ſabbath Joy we 
went out of the town to the 
river ſide, where the Jews 
had, according to cuſtom, 
erected an 5 Oratory — Here 
we ſat down, and addreſſed a 
diſcourſe on the Chriſtian re- 
ligion to the women 2 
were there aſſembled. 
14 Among theſe was a 
pious and devout woman cal- | 
led Lydia, a native of Thya- 
tira, n dealer in purple—She | 
heard the doctrines: which | 
Paul advanced, with eager at- 
tention—and thro' the good- 
neſs of God Was convinced of 
their truth. 
16 After we had baptized 
her and her family, ſhe with 
great importunity entreated 


us, as ever we thought fa- 


vourably of her character as 


a- conyert, to lodge at her 
houſe—She inſiſted opon. ou 
compliance. 

8 — 16 Ir happened one 
dar as N were going to 
the Oratory, 2 maid ſervant, 
who: was- believed to be poſ- 


ſeſſed with the ſpirit of the 


* er met us — 
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Her maſters had employed 
her in divination, n a 


reaped great advantages from 
her —— Melt in this 
Art. —— Fate 

17 This perſon followed 
Paul and us, crying out alt 
the way with a moſt vehe- 
ment vociferation — Theſe, 
theſe are the men, whey: 
are the ſervants of the ſu- 
preme God! "Theſe are the 
perſons, whom the Deity hath 
commiſſioned to ſnoẽ· men 
the road to everlaſting 8 
pineſs! re A 

18 In this mild vu: extras 
vagant manner ſhe continued 
to act for a very confiderable 
time — Paul, at laſt, being 
— diſtreſſed with this 

nhappy circumſtance, turn- 


od to her, and faid — By the 


authority of Jeſus the Nel. 
ſiah, I charge thy diſorder this 
moment to quit thee — In- 
ſtantaneouſly ſne was reſtored 
to the perfect uſe: of her rea-. 
ſon and underſtanding. 
19 But her maſters, when 
they found that her infani- 
ty was removed, and conſe: 
quently all their mercenary 
| from it for ever ruin- 
ed, were inflamed with the 
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_ into the forum den 
magiſttates, — 
20 and thus addreſſed the | 
preſidents of that court —— 
have excited ſuch diſturbance | 
and confuſion in the town! 
deaf They are Jews, and 
have been moſt induſtriouſiy 
ſpreading ſuch religious prin- 
es and ceremonies, as it is 


unlawful for Romans n 


to adopt or obſerve.. 
22 This ſpeech: inſtantly 
kindled the rage and fury f 
all the populace againſt them | 
and the magiſtratęs imme- 
diately ordered the hors to | 
tear off their upper garments, 
and beat them with rods. 
23 After they had inflicted 
upon them this puniſhment, | 
| extreme rigour and cru- 
elty, they precipitated them 
into the public priſon giv- 
ing ſtrict orders to the Julory - 
to ſecure them. 

24 The jail-keeper upon 
receiving ſo peremptory an 
injunction, confined. them in 
the dungeon and faſtened 
ee in the ſtocks. | 

1g But about midnight as 
Paul and Silas. were celebrat- 
ing God in loud and fervent 
ſtrains of devotion——which 
ether priſoners overheard, 
26 all on a ſudden. adread- 
41 earthquake ſhook the 
| Rom pus to its baſis—all 


awakening the keeper, 
ſon-wide Open, he drew his 


plunge: it in his boſom, con- 
cluding all the priſonery? had 
eſcaped; 

28 In that criſis Paul cal. 
led to him with a loud voice 
D entreating him not to lay 
violent hands upon himſelf 
aſſuring him all the 8 
were ſafe. 
| 29 The jailor ai 4000 
as he had got a light, en 


| immediately into the dunge- 


on— his whole frame nm. 


ment - and 
ſelf at the feer of Faul and 


Silas. 

30 After he had brought 
82 out, he ſaid to them 
Sirs] what mult I do to de 
laved 


the truth of Chriſtjanity, they 

replied, ' both thou and thy 
| family will min — 
ſalvation. * 

- 32 They then gave: him 
and his family an account of 
the evidences and principles 
of the Chriſtian religion. 

33 After this, the Jallor 


2 15 
12 


ane * vyounds.— and 
J imme- 


and the ſhackles of all 


open— 

the — 
grou 

— This violent concuſſion 
when 


he — Pri- 
ford, and was going to 


ſed with terrour and wa 
proſtrated him» 


31 By 2 ſincere belief i in 


ol 
4 
| 
if 
if 
j 
4 { 
| 
1 
i 


— hee * 
— — — — — — —è ͤ— ů — — =—_ 


immediately afterwards he, 
and all his domeſtioks, vere 


tized, 
34 He then brought them 


into his own' 2 ent. 


NL isnt 


and his whole family, 
who had now profeſſed their | 
faith in the true God, were 
filled with ſacred and ecftatic | 
tranſport. -- : 

35 Early in the morning 
the magiſtrates ſent the lic- 
tors to the priſon with an or- 
der to the keeper for the tw 
pro ; be diſmifled. = 
this the jailor im- 
* at went to Paul and 
ſaid—1 2 this moment re- 


ceived an order from our ma- 
giſtrates to releaſe you De- 
therefore, and may uni- | 


| ere happineſs attend you! 
37 But Paul ſaid to the 
meſſengers — We are Roman | 
citizens — Your magiſtrates 
have ordered us to be public- | / 
ſcourged without a legal 
trial” — They have thrown 
us into a dungeon — And 
would they now have us ſteal 
away in a ſilent and clandeſ- 
Une manner? — No! Let 
them come in- perſon, and 
conduct us out themſelves. 
38 The lictors returned 


and Ane th: e NN Mn 


The © "eb net. 
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f 


and wo pro of che 
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the 


governours — who were 
greatly alarmed and terrified, 
when they underſtood —_ 
were Roman citizens. 
39 Accordingly they went 


ead a tahle and both him- | in perſon to the jail —— ad- 


dreſſed them with great civi - 
lity, and begged them in the 
moſt reſpectful terms, that 
they would en leave the 
town. Fe 4 

40 Being thus afocerpil 
out of priſon they after- 
wards went to Lydia's houſe, 
where after they had exhorted 
their Chriſtian brethren to ad- 
here to their profeſſion, _y 
left s won. 


1 


CHAP. XVII. 


AFTER paſſing — 
X Amphipolis and A- 


| 4 
pollonia they came to Theſſa- 


lonica — in which city there 
was a Jewiſh ſynagogue. 
2 To this Paul went, as 


| 421 and for three ſabbath 


days together interpreted, in 
his public difcourſes, the vas 
rious prophecies of the Os 
Teſtament: © 

3 giving the aſſembly an 
explication of the various 
paſſages that expreſsly indi- 
cated the ſufferings, death. 
80 
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ſiah, 
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fiah; and ſhowing their ac- 
compliſhment in Jeſus of Na- 
zareth — whom he ſolemnly | 
aſſured them was that illus 
trious perſon. | 

4 His diſcourſes convinced 
ſome of the Jews of the truth | 
of Chriſtianity, whoembraced 
and adhered to the doctrines | 
that Paul and Silas advanced | 
—a very conſiderable number 
alſo of the devout Greeks and 
ladies of diſtinction became 
their converts. | 

5 But thoſe: of the Jews, 
who remained unconvinced, 
being inſtigated by rage and 
malice, took a number of 
profligate and abandoned 
wretches, and collecting the 
mob, ſoon threw the Whole 
town into the laſt confuſion 
Ehe mob immediately be- 
fet Jaſon's houſe—broke 1 into 
it — hoping to get Paul and 
his companions into their, 


La 1” After they had be 
it through, but. to no pur- 


: 


pole, they dragged Jaſon, 


and ſome of the Chriſtians 


before the governors of the 


. exclaiming 
— $6 Theſe, ent are eie men 


427 
ho have ſet the whole world 
in a flame! 

7 Theſe peſts of ſociety are 
come hither—and this Jaſon 
hath given them a friendly 
and hoſpitable reception 
They are every one of chem 
ſworn enemies to Cæſar's go- 
vernment aſſerting brine 
is another * emperor "beſides 
him, one Jeſus. 

8 The ' city and the ma- 
giſtrates hearing this were 
greatly alarmed and diſtreſſed. 
9 Jaſon, however, and => 
other Chriſtians, giving 

per ſecurity that they Any 
behave as peaceable tubjedts, 
they were diſmiſſed. 

10 But the Chriſtian con- 
verts in the town haſtened 
Paul and Silas away, and con- 
ducted them by night to Be- 
ræa Upon their arrival here 
they went into the Jewiſh ſy- 
nagogue. 

11 The Jews, who compoſ- 
ed this aſſembly, were poſſe 
ed of a more noble and gener- 
ous diſpoſition than thoſe who 
reſided in Theſſalonica — for 
they embraced the Chriſtiart 
doctrines with  Chearfulneſs 


* Abe Greek writers very ak 
Dian Caſſius, Herodian, Z ofamus, are. 


| vihens Sree; MH "EY 


call the Roman Emperors Caorners. 
full of inſtances. E@4ATOPUALYE OY 


Ts Cache, The Emperor's life-guards. Herodian, Pp. 19- Edit. Oxon. 


1 See the Various Lections in Dr. 
8 * AVarpivorTes. 
for examining witneſſes and priſoners. 


Mill.“ 


This word is a forenſic term, and i is generally uſed 


Av4Kpivopueral TO Spar ny, Being 


yg by the Roman general. Polybius, p. 11 5• Edit. E. 1619. 


LA 


the 


428 The Ac rs f the Ares TES. Chap. xyit, 


the ſcriptures Jo, day, that [and returned - being charged 
they = judge for them- 10 him — 


8 what foundation | Silas and Timothy to mg 
theſe principles Wee ſup- | nn ſoon as poſſible. 


.$—16 During. the. time 
12 The reſult of which di. that Paul waited at Athens 
Igent enquiry. was, the con-] for their coming, his ſpirit 
viction of great numbers of glowed with. indignation to 
them — Several Greek ladies | ſee the whole city entirely de- 
alſo of diſtinction, and others | voted. to the worſhip of idols. 
of the, Heathens embraced | 17 He therefore freely de- 
* livered his ſentiments in the 
13 But no ſooner did the ſynagogue, to the Jews and to 
—.— in Theſſalonica receive | other devout. perſons — an 
information that Paul was | every day publickly diſeourſ- 
ropagating the Chriſtian re- | ed in the forum, to the Pear 
gion at: but they B&. who attended there. 
—_ thither — and ſpiged | 18 Then ſome of the Epi- 
pulace. curean and Stoic, philoſophers 
47895 n this che Chriſ. entered into a conference with 
zoos 7 2 ſent Paul out of | him during which, ſome af 
| the town towards the ſea ſide | the audience ſaid to each other 
But Silas and Timothy — What principles wouldthis 
Far behind in the city. | * idle prater eſtabliſh ? He 
5h Thoſe who.now —— | appears to us, others ſaid, to 
Paul, conducted, ban, to ** deſirous to e, ſome 


— x" 


n Ae is 2 very god po 2 Go es « to wit ag; 
exaſperate.” Solon being neither willin to flatter him nor to exaſperate 
him any farther, TacoSvryv. Plutarch Sol Solon, p. 1714. Theſe things ex- 
Aſberate him not a little, ratet uri. 1d. 683. Vexed and exaſperated, 
& 100445, x84 rapozurOers. Id. p. 690. The Macedonians were 2 0 
0 


fully exaſd, rated, Toratvrlucer. 1d. p. 1073. He: exaſperated the 
diers, ee If 14. . 1326. Edi. 65 800. Steph.- Caius was ft 
more exaſperated at th Sapabvy To. Polybins, phi 5. Beiag er 
. 5 2 all theſe things, Tapoyurterrer: Fol p-. 276. Ei. 

anc v. 1 

0 SAO fi ienifies 2 ud, incoherent talker, an idle ah; ing 
e NavTinng omeppoaryias, The ribaldry of ſajlors. Plutarch 
Libiad. Sucpuexoy0 artporGt. Diony/. Halirar- Vol. i. p. 710. Hudſon. 
Oxon: - Tatian tells us the Pagans called the Chiiſtians idle and imper- 
-titent:praters : 'oXubddvs ner 3 nat PPEUGUT "Ta eri 
Oratio contra Gtæcos, 4s 146. * 1536. | 
2 | Wong 
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FO wil The-A&t3 of the APost res: 


ap 


ing us They were led] ing & fürvey of the religious 


into this notion by his men- 
tion of Jesvs' and the RE. 
suRRECTIo WTE 
19 After this they ſeized hin, 
11 carried him before the 
Court of Areopagus — When 
he ſtood before this tribunal 
they thus interrogated him, 
Will you give us a diſtin& | 
actount of the principles you 
have advanced amongſt us? 
20 For you have béen pro- 
pagating à ſet of notions, to 
which we are entire ſtrangers 
— We therefore demand of 
you aclearexplication of theſe: 
tenets — and what induced, 
1 adopt them? | 
221 For all the Achern, 
and the foreigners who reſid- 
ed in that city, employed their 
Hour in nothing elſe, but in 
either advancing, or hearing 
advanced, ſomething that was 
new and fi fingular. as 
22 Paul then Ratiding” in 
the midſt of the court, thus 
addrefſed theſe. venerable 
judges— © Your facred. re- 
verence for * religion, O 
Athenians, appears from e- 
very ſcene . er I ſee 
around We.. 

23 For as I was paſſing! 


oo 


'  ous* deities 
| chance#to find an altar . 


honours you pay to the vari- 


worſhip, 


this inſcription, Lo THE UN. 
renown GOD This Divinit 

| whom you venerate under the 
title o unknown, T 1 now yr 
claim among you. 

24 For this Divinity was 
Het ſole creator of the world 
and of every being it contains 
— This Divinity is the uni- 
verſal 'goyernour of heaven 
and of earth hoſe immen- 
ſity cannot be circumſcribe 
in temples reared by mort 
hands. 

25 Nor is this Shbtvür Be. 
ing to de worſhipped' by any 
| works the art of mortals c 
effect, as if he required any 
additions to his eſſential hap- 
—- he is the ſupreme 


"2, et RES. 


| his Creatures, 

26 From one fingle individu- 
al did this Being o inally 
form the whole race o omen. 
kind, that have exiſted in > 
very paſt age and nation in the 
world—The various .diſpen- 
ſations of "theſe his rational 


wel your city, and tak- 


» 
— 4 


creatures hath His infinite wil⸗ 


Be ©: Neſs." very. FIRES very pious votaries of religion. 
8 is very often uſed in a _ ſenſe, and ſignifies religion. 
edi 


Conſult Acts xxv. 19. Claudius in his 


vilify the religions of other countries, 


e. 


commands the "Jews not to 
Hai ic c j,. Feſeph. p. 866, 18. 


dom 


ource of exiſtence, the great 
| fountain of life, and the origi- 
n | nal donor of happinefs to All 
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= conſtantexertion of. his provi- 


for every motion we 
725 — and for the continu- 
Ance of every blefling we pol- 


fore, a the following expreſ- 


430 Te Ac rs tir APOSTLES, | Chap. xvij. 


dom from all eternity arranged 
and hath marked hp 


ſpective. age and 
which, they are to live, with 


Wu preciſion: 5 


27 the great end of their 


ence being to inveſ 


5 explore che being and 


perfections of the Supreme 
if, indeed, they would 


be diſpoſed, by the. exerciſe | formation of life, 


of , hoe rational .. faculties, 
to attain this idea and 


| this idea obtrudes itſelf upon 


all— ſince, we are, every on 


nation, in 


art and genius of man d 


been laviſhed upon them. 

30 At the preceding 
in which men wilfully deviat- 
ed into theſe groſs and im- 
pious errors, the great God 


was pleaſed to connive But 


uoto he loudly. proclaims to 4 
men, in MY nations, the-ne- 
ceſſity of repentance and re- 


31 becauſe he hath 
pointed a ſolemn day, in | 
which the whole — | 
e rational beings will be judged 


of -us, perpetually ally encircled with. impartial equity by a 


by hi 
e e to 2 


ence that we ſtand indebted 
or every breath that we a 


Jeſs — extremely juſt, there- 


on of one of your 

© One great frft Conf form 
us with being. 

29 Since therefore | we. de- 
rived our Zeing from this great 
firſt "3 hs it, would be the 


higheſt abſurdity and dero- | { 


gation from the honour due 
to. him, to imagine, That the 


ſtanding, ſome. perk 


e can be worthily exhi- 


perſon, to whom he hath af- 
ligned this arduous province 

—— and God hath publickly 
ſet his ſeal to this. grand e- 


Foot 2 railing. this perſon 
the dead.“ 


oy They no — Ne 
15 mention the reſurrection 
of dead men to life— but it 
immediately excited the high- 
eſt. banter and deriſion — O- 
thers of them, however, ſaid 
We ſhall be glad to hear 
you diſcourſe in. on this 
ſubject. 
33 Paul then let the al- 
ſembly. 4 
34 There were, * 5 
8, who 


were convinced of the truth 


bited by ſtatues of gold, fil-} of his doctrines and embraced 


Wenn or rer the: a abe T An em were 
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Dionyſius 


Chap. xviii. The ATS gf the APOSTLES. 431 


Dionyſius a member of the ſu- 
preme court of Areopagus, 

and one Damaris a Kan of 
daſtnction.> nd l 


at de eee 43 ah 


CHAP: XVI. 


LY 2004.90 


A UL: after: ne 

Athens travelled to Co- 
Anke TERS COLT # 
2 Here es and aſbei · 
ated. with. a Je called Aqui- 
la, a native of Pontus, who 
hac lately fled hither with his 
wife Priſcilla the 
Claudius having iſſued an? e- 
dict, by which all the', Jews 


— 


in Rome were orderetl te a- me 


| bandon the city imtaediaithy 8 
3 And being both of them 
teritibakers, dhe fapoſtle reſid- 


eck with them and watked: At 
this occupation: +; 7, 


Ro 88131 


But every ſabbath day | pref 


he delivered public diſcourſes 
in the ſynagogue—addreſling 
the moſt importunate exhorta- 


ſtrongeſt terms, That the late 
Jeſus was the great Meſſiah. 
6 This meeting with the 
warmeſt oppoſition, and they 
E him and his principles 


with abuſive; language, he 
turned to them, and. after 


having folemaly. ſhaken his 


upper garments, . faid—Your 


future perdition is your own 
wilful and voluntary act and 
choice By this public action 
L declare to all, that I am not 
acceflary. to it For the fu- 
ture I devote myſelf to the 
converſion of the Heathens,, 
du N. Hav ing ſaid this he 1 I 
ge d quitted the ſyna- 
and went into an houſe 
contiguous, to. hit, in which 


oe u 
ce for 9g 
s i. De the 

em. of the. ſynagogue 
and his whole family;embrac- 
ed the Chriſtian religion — 


Great , numbers, allo of the 


tions to Jews —— Heathens Corinthians were - convinced 


Ag But upori the arrival of 
Silas and Timothy from Ma- 

cedonià, Paul was animated 
with the greateſt ardor and 
zeal; and Dublickly aſſerted, | 


, all the Jews, in the 


of! its truth, and were, by 

baptiſm, pul 

into the profeſion.,of i it. 
9 After this, 3 

words were addreſſed to re 


ina dream, by..a.divine : direc- 


tion — “ Be not: intimidated 


This fact is atteſted by Sucrowas, Judæos b Chreſto afſidus 


tumultuantes n e ot 
1% VO... Ti A. 


L 
5 aib 
— 


% n "WES | 
44244 
- 


a c 25. "Pr 5th: Edi Wor: 


ſtus — perſon of 


ickly «foot 


 =Publiſh the Chriſtian reli- 


i ny no one ſhalt be pertnit- 


fortitude for there is in this 


Bod in a'w chat our la 


anticipated 


432 The Acrs of the ArœrI RS. Chap. xvill, 


gion with nme, refolu- 

tion. 

5 10 For thou haſt an om- 
t Being to aid thee, 


ted to offer the leaſt injury to 
thy perſon — Publickly af: 
ſert, therefore, the truth off 
Chriſtianity, with undiſmayed 


city a large harveſt of well 
diſpoſed perſons, which- fil! 
remains to * gathered in. 

- 11 Accordingly the zpoſtle 
reſided at Corinth a year and 
half—diligently employed in 
. and 4 plaining 


the principles of the goſpel. 
$=—12*GaLLto ng at 
G time proconſul of Achaia, | - 
the whole body of the Jews 
in Corinth roſe—ſeized Paul 
by violence and hurned! 

him before his tribunal : 
13 Exclaiming = This: is 


2 who is 1neeffantly | 
ing men to worſhip 


doth not ju 
offer a vindication o his con- 


duct and principles, Gallio 
him, by ſaying to 


his accuſers - Ho Ye Jews! 


had you detected this perſon 
in — flagrant act of in- 
juſtice; or impeached him of 
ſome atrocious crime, my 
duty, as a magiſtrate, would 
have engaged me to have 
given the cauſe an accurate 
and impartial examination, 
15 But if chis be only a a 
diſpute about a nicety in 
1 culation «about the au- 
thority of a name — or ſome 
dubious point in your law, do 


| you agitate it am your- 
ſelves — For 1 ſhall not fir 


ty, er 


tilios. 

16 Havin „mail this,” hs 
| ordered the lictors to drive 
them out of court. 

17 The“ Jews, inciſed; at 
this diſappointment, directly 
ſeized Soſthenes who had been 
one of the preſidents of their 
| ſynagogue, and ſcourged him 
| publickly before the tribunal 
— But Gallio continued un- 
moved, nor was their inſo- 


lence able to inſtigate him to 


| | incerpoſe in che Preſent dif- 
14 The apoſtle g to Fees 


18 Paul e akeer 

his incident, a conſiderable 
time at Corinth — Ar length 
taking leave of the Chriſtian 


e Gallo was the elder brother cf the celebrated Philoſopher 3 


Nerois tutor, and is often mentioned in his writings. 


Solebam tibi dicere 


Gallionem fratrem meum, &c. Senece Nat. Queft. _ p. 525. Lib. 4 


Itlud mihi in ore erat domini mei Gallionis, &c. 


p. 7 Edit. Blaeu. 12mo. 
4 


Epiſt. 104 fub init. 


led £401 is the genuine reading. See MSS. 


a. 


a veſſel for Syria, along with 
Aquila and Priſcilla — after 
he had ſhaved- his head at 


-Cenchrea on account of a re- 


ligious voc wm. 
19 Upon his ROM in 


Epheſus, where: he left 2 


two companions, he went, as 


uſual, into the Jewiſh ſyna- 
gogue, and publickly addreſ- 
ſed a Sn on the Chriſ-/| 
n to ai: aſſem- 
| Meffiah's kingdom tho he 

20 henaficendresfaong-! 
= importuned him to make 
ſome ſtay with them. buthe 
2 Jclared, 


4 


#4 


would not conſent:: 

21 Telling them, wben he 
9 his leave of them, That 
he was under an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to celebrate the ap- 
proaching ſolemnity at Jeru- 
ſalem but that he propoſed 

with the bleſſing of God to 
reviſit; n 
from Epheſus, 65 
22 he came to Cæſarea — 
and from thence went up to 
Jeruſalem — Where after he 


had juſt waited upon the 


Ckriſtians there, be came 


| down to Antioch. 
g After having ſtayed 


here for ſome time, he tra- 


velled, in a regular order, 


from one Chriſtian ſociety to- 
iy through Galatia and } 
4-4 inſtrücting and E- | 


155 ing his former con- 
verts in their principles. 


Chap. xvii. The Aerts. of * Ato8TLES. 
:4octery, he embarked on board 


4 


433 
8 — 24 Ix the mean time 

there atrived at Epheſus, a 

Jew, whoſe name was 


pollos, a native of Alexandria 
— a perſon diſtinguiſhed for 


his eloquence and ſuperior 


knowledge of the Ty bert 


23 This — 5g Was en- 
dowed with a ſingular fervor 
and zeal — and in his public 
diſcourſes accurately repre: 
ſented the true nature of the 


knew no more of Chriſtianity 
than what John the Baptiſt, 
during his mitiſtrxu had der 
a: 19148; 3 
26 Diſcontling; on this ſub- 
ject with great freedom and 
liberty, Aquila and Priſcilla, 
| who were his auditors, in- 
vited him to their houſe, and 
furniſhed him with a more 
explicit and accurate k no- 
ledge of the Chriſtian religion. 

27 Intending ſome time 
| after to travel into Achais, 
the Chriſtians urged him to 
undertake this jgurney and 
wrote letters of recommen- 
dation to the Chriſtian - - focte- 
ties there— who accordingly 
gave him a kind reception 
— In this country he did di- 
ſtinguiſhed ſervice tothe cauſe 
of Chriſhanitysz + 4, 

28 For by the powers of 
tis eloquence: and his ęmi- 
nent {kill in the ſcriptures, he 


* publickly refuted all the ob- 


b Ff jections 
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jections of the Jews—demion- 
ſtrating from the antient pro- 
phecies that Jeſus of Naza- 
te the true Meſſiah. 


CHAP. XIX. 


TN the mean time while 
'A 


- 


Paul, 


nor, arrived at Epheſus — 
where meeting with a num- 
ber of converts 


had been endowed with fpi- 


ritual gifts ſince their embra- 
cing the Chriſtian religion 


They told him, They had 
never heard that any ſuch ſu- 


pernatural powers had ever 


been conferred. | 
Into what principles 
then, ſaid he, were ye 'bap- 
tized ? —— The privcigiles, 


they. replied, into which John 


the Baptiſt initiated thoſe who 
reſorted to his baptiſm. 

4 The ſole view of John's 
aria, anſwered Paul, was 
to promote repentance and a- 
mendment of life in order, to 
diſpoſe men, as he told the 
"crowds that repaired to him, 
for the reception of his great 


ſucceſſor — who was Jeſus of. 


Nazareth the true Meſſiah. 


5 And thoſe, continued 


he, who at hat time believ- | 
ed John's s doctrine were, in 
felt, baptized into the pro- 


pollos was at Corinth, 
having travelled over 
the upper parts of Aſia mi- 


| 


— 
— 


The Ac rs of the APOSTLES, Chap. xix. 


| feſſion of the Chriſtian reli- 


gion.“ 

6 Paul, having ſaid this, 
laid his hands upon them 
inftantly an effuſion of the 
holy ſpirit enſ ued they ſpoke 
various languages —and by a 
divine impulſe þ publickly de- 
livered inſtructive truths, 

7 The number of che 
perſons was about twelve. 

F—8 Duni his refi- 
dence in this city he conſtant- 


| ly frequented the ſynagogue 
2 he aſked them — If they | 


for the ſpace c three 
months 4etiveting public diſ- 
courſes there with great ſpirit 
and freedom, and inculcating 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity 
with all the ee of per- 
ſuaſion. Ben 
9 But when ſome of the 
Joo wilfully remained un- 
convinced, and, before all 
the aſſembly, loaded the Chriſ- 
tian ſcheme with every op- 
probrious inſult and calum- 


ny, Paul abandoned the Sy- 


nagogue, ſeparated the Chriſ- 
tian converts from the Jewiſh 
congregation, and from that 
time appointed to meet in the 
ſchool of one Tyrannus — 
where he every day publick- 
ly inſtructed them in the prin- 
ciples of the golpel. | 

10 Here he continued his 
miniſterial labours for two 
years — By which means all 
the inhabitants of Aſia minor, 


both Jews and Greeks, be- 
came 


Chap. xix. 


came acquainted with the 


doctrines of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. 

11 During this his 105 
dence God allo enabled him 
to work many ſignal mira- 
cles: 

12 For handkerchiefs and 
aprons were carried from him, | 
and being laid on the indiſpol- 
ed, all their various diſorders 
were inſtantly expelled, and 
they were reinſtated in perfect 
health the moſt obſtinate 
melancholy and madneſs yield - 
ed to the touch of theſe. 

13 Flattered by theſe ope- 
rations ſome travelling Jews, 
who pretended to a power of 
exorciſing dæmons, attempt- 
ed to expel them from ſome 
inſane perſons by ſolemnly 
pronouncing over them the 
name of Jeſus - ſaying We 
adjure you by that Jeſus whom 
Paul preaches, Depart! 
134 There were ſeven of 

them, the ſons of Sceva the 
Jewiſh high prieſt, who now 
ated in this manner. 

15 The inſane perſon ſaid 
to them jeſus I know, and 
Paul I know, but who are 
you! 

1056 Having ſaid this, ne 
furiouſiy ruſhed upon them 


Ys. IE WE" 


and, his madneſs redoubling 


his ſtrength, all-their united, 
force could not reſtrain him 
—— he tore their cloaths in 


The ACTs of the APOSTLES, 


publickl 
value of theſe books, which 


pieces wounded them and 


i 
0 


+35 


in this condition obliged them 


to fly out of the houſe with 


the utmoſt Precipitation. 

17 With this incident all 
the Jews and Greeks in E- 
pheſus ſoon became acquaint- 
| ed—and it univerſally ſtruck 
them with a ſacred awe, and 
with the moſt reſpectful reve- 
rence for the name of the 
Lord Jeſus. 

18 Upon this occaſion too, 
great numbers of thoſe, who 
had embraced Chriſtianity, 
came to the apoſtle—and with 
| Sreat remorſe . confeſſed the 
criminal practices of this kind 
my had formerly been guilty 
' $8 

19 and a conliderable! num- 
ber of theſe ſincere penitents, 
brought all the books they 
had which treated of this idle 
abſurd ſcience of magic, and 
burnt them — The 


were now conſumed, amount- 
ed, according to a calculation 
then taken, to fifty thouſand 


20 In this illuſtrious. eb) 
powerful manner did Chriſti- 


pieces of Liver. 


| anity flouriſh and triumph o- 


ver all oppoſition. 
$—21 AFTER this Paul 


formed a reſolution to take a 


tour through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to Jeruſalem, and 
from thence to viſit Rome. 


22 Accordingly he diſ⸗- 
patched. two of his. aſſociates, 


1 Timothy 


* — * 
E 
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Timothy and Eraſtus, to Ma- 
cedonia but himſelf ſtaid 


ſome time in Alia after he 

had diſmiſſed them. 

23 But during this inter- 

val there happened a dreadful 

ſcene of contuſion and diſtur- 

bance about the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, on the following OC- 
cation. 

24 One Demetrius a Gilver- 
ſmith, who had acquired an 
immenſe fortune by caſting 
little filver models, in minia. 
ture, of the temple of Diana, | 
2ꝙ3 one day collected toge- 
ther all the artiſts he employ- 
ed, and thus harangued them 
— I need not inform you, 
Sirs! what prodigious advan- 
tages we have all of us deriv- 
ed from that branch of bu- 
ſineſs in which we are con- 
cerned. | 

26 Neither can you be ig- 
norant, what an aſtoniſhing re- 
volution this Paul hath occa- 
ſioned not only in this city, 
but almoſt in all the procon- 
ſular Aſia—and what num- 
bers have been alienated, by 
his deluſive perſuaſions, from 
their attachment to the e- 
88 worſhip public- 
er i. every where, 

expoling the abfurdity of 


adoring gods that human art 
-hath formed. 


27 A dparine: which 8 
tally endangers not only that 
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are all intereſted, but ſtrikes 
at the very foundation of that 
ſanctity which is due to the 
temple of our illuſtrious god- 
deſs Diana being calculated 
to bring her divinity into u- 
niverſal contempt — her fa- 
cred divinity, which not only 
all Aſia, but all the world re- 
ligiouſly venerate.” . 

28 This ſpeech inflamed 
the aſſembly with rage and 
madneſsInſtantly they raiſ- 
ed a loud and confuſed cla- 
mour, repeating — Great is. 
Diana of the Epheſians ! 
29 The whole city im- 
mediately caught the alarm, 
and was filled with the moſt 
tumultuous uproar and con- 
fuſion — They ſeized Gaius 
and Ariſtarchus, both Mace- 


and dragged them 
into the theatre. 7 

o Paul hearing of the fare 
of theſe men declared his in- 
tention of following them in- 
to the theatre - but the Chriſ- 
tians reſtrained him. 

31 Some too of the go- 
vernors of Aſia propria, who 
were his friends, ſent to him, 
and adviſed him, by nomeans 
to commit himſelf to the mer- 
cy of an incenſed rabble. 

32 The tumult continued 
—ſome bellowing one thing, 
ſome another — For the mob. 
that was now collected to- 
gether 


lucratiye article, in which we 


a 


4 


donians, and companions of 
Paul 


Chap. xix. 


ether, were wound up to 
the higheſt pitch of violence 


and fury tho'ꝰ the ma- 
jority of them knew not what 
it was that had brought them 
together. 

| In the midſt of this 
confuſed ſcene the Jews puſh- 
ed forward, and placed one 
Alexander on an eminence— 
He being exalted aboye the 
crowd, made a motion to 
them with his hand, intend- 
ing in a formal harangue 
to exculpate the Jews from 
any concern in the preſent 


riot. 
34 But the mob no ſooner 


underſtood that he was a Jew, 
than they pierced the air with 
their confuſed cries, repeat- 


ing for two hours together— 


Great is Diana of the Ephe- 


ſians! 
35 After this the recorder | 


of the city, having by his 


authority quaſhed "the riot 
and ſuppreſſed the tumult, 
thus addreſſed them — « O 
ye Epheſians! Can any per- 


ſon be a ſtranger to that pro- 


found and inviolable reve- 
rence which the city of E- 
pheſus pays to its great tu- 
telar Goddeſs Gs and to 
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that ſacred Statue, which fell 
down from“ Jupiter? 

36 Since, therefore, this is 
an undiſputed truth, never 
called in queſtion. by any one, 
it was certainly incumbent __ 


upon you to have behaved. 


with greater prudence and 


decency, and not have been 


guilty of fo. raſh and preci- 
pitate a conduct. 

37 For you have appre- 
hended and abuſed theſe 
men, who have neither been 
guilty of facrilege, or ever 
treated your Goddeſs with, 
any irreverent language. 

38 It Demetrius and his. 
workmen have juſt com- 
plaints againſt any perſon, 
there are magiſtrates, and 
there are proconſuls, who, 


will impartially hear and de- 


cide their cauſe, _ 

39 Or if you are deſirous 
that any other important 
point ſhould be e 
let it be examined and 
tated in a lawful and regular 
court: 

40 For let me aſſure you, 
That we are in danger of be- 


ing called upon, by our ſu- 


periors, to . an account 
of the preſent: diſturbance 


* 1 The avarice of the e forged this abſurd ſuperſtitious | 


tale. 


Ancilia, 


The Romans were taught the ſame farce concerning the ſacred 


Ecce levi fſcutum yerſatum leniter aurk 


Decidit——— 


Fry 


Ovid. Faſti, Lib. 3. 373. 
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anch it is impoſſible for us 
to alledge any juſtifiable rea- 
ſon for its being ever ex- 
cited.” 4 5 1 

41 After ſaying this, he 
ordered the mob to diſperſe. 


CHAP. XX. 
t AFTER this diſturb- 

| ance was ſuppreſſed 
the apoſtle Paul convoked 
the Chriſtians—and after tak- 
ing an affectionate leave of 
them, departed for Mace- 
donia. | 

2 After travelling through 
this cotintry, and in many 
difeourſes exhortin 
veral focieties of Chriſtians 
there, to adhere to their prin- 
ciples, he came into Greece. 


3 Here he ſtaid three | 


months — and receiving in- 


formation that the Jews had 


formed a conſpiracy to mur- 
der him when he embarked 


for Syria, he altered his firſt 


intenkion, and now propoſed 
to return through Macedonia. 

4 He was accompanied in 
this journey as far as Aſia 
minor by Sopater of Berza, 
by Ariſtarchus and Secundus 
of Theſſalonica, by Gaius of 
Derbe, and Timothy, and by 
Tychicus and Trophimus of 

5 The above-mentioned 


| * The Apoſtle Poul and Lake the Hiſtorian. | 


the fe- | 


perſons had ſet out before 
us, and by appointment ſtaid 
for us at Troas. FA 

6 As ſoon as the Jewiſh ſo- 
lemnity of unleavened bread 
was paſt, we embarked from 
Philippi, and after a paſſage 


$7 of five days joined them at 


| Troas — where we ſpent a 
week. gs 85 

7 The aſſembly of Chrifti- 
ans in this town being met on 
the firſt day of the week to 
celebrate the Lord's ſupper, 
Paul preached to them—and 


| as he was to leave them the 


next day he protracted his diſ- 
courſe *till midnight. 

8 The upper room, in 
which the congregation mer, 
was lighted with a great num- 
ber of lamps. 

9 Here a young perſon, 
whoſe name was Eutychus, 
happening to fit in a window, 
as the apoſtle continued on 
diſcourſing, ſunk into a pro- 
found ſleep — fell from the 
third ſtory to the ground — 
and was taken up dead. 

10 Upon this accident 
Paul went down— proſtrated 
himſelf on the body ——and, 
after folding it in his arms, 
ſaid to the company—Be not 
diſtreſſed He is not depart- 
11 The apoſtle then reaſ- 
cended—adminiſtered the Eu- 


chariſt 
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chariſt—and afterwards con- 
verſed with them 'till the 
morning dawned — when he 
departed. | 


12 The young perſon they 
had reconducted into the 
room in perfect health, to the 
inexpreſſible comfort and joy 
of all preſent. a 

board 


13 Going then on 
the veſſel we failed to Aſſos 
being here to take in Paul 
according to appointment, as 
he intended to travel hither 
e FP; IA 
14 Upon his meeting us 
at Aſſos, we took him into 
the ſhip, and failed co Mity- 
en. Lo 
15 The day following we 
arrived oppoſite Chios —The 
day- after we put into Samos 
Hand the ſubſequent day, af- 
ter ſtaying ſome time at Tro- 
gyllium, we arrived at Mile- 
tus: FE | 
16 for Paul now deſigned- 
ly failed by Epheſus — being 
apprehenſive he ſhould be 
detained too long in the pro. 
conſular Aſia — making all 
the expedition he could in 


if poſſible, to be in Jeruſalem 
on the day of Pentecoſt. 
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diſembarkation at Miletus, 
immediately diſpatched a 
meſſage to Epheſus for the 


ſenior Chriſtians of 
to attend him. | 
18 On their waiting upon 


him in a body, he addreſſed 
them in the following man- 


that city 


ner“ You are no ſtrangers, 


my Chriſtian brethren, to the 
whole tenor of my lite and 
converſation among you from 
the day of my firſt arrival in 
the proconſular Aſia. 

19 You are witneſſes of 
the unaffected humility with 
which I ſerved my God — I 
can appeal to you for the ma- 
ny ſorrows and ſufferings I 
haveſupported, and the floods 
of tears I haye ſhed, occa- 
fioned by the obſtinate impe- 
nitence and implacable ma- 
lice of the Jews. 

20 Lou are all of you con- 
ſcious with what unwearied 
aſſiduity I have taught the 
Chriſtian doctrines among 
you, both in public and in pri- 
vate, and that I have neither 
diſſembled or concealed any 
thing that might conduce to 
your beſt intereſts. 
21 I have ever inculcated, 
both upon Jews and Greeks, 


this voyage, as he intended, 


17 He therefore, on our 


1 I1:Cever ſignifies to — lagd. 


in the ſtrongeſt and. moſt im- 


It doth not imply that the apoſtle 


travelled on foot as the common tranſlation renders it. Cato repented 
only of three things in his whole life: the fit was, that he had truſted a 
woman with a ſecret : the /zcovg, that he had gone by ſea, when he might 


have travelled by land, miCevoal- 


Plutarch Cate, p. 625. 
Ff 


portunate 


F 


| 


. 
portunate terms, the great 
fundamental doctrines of re- 
pentance and amendment of 


life, and a ſincere belief in 


the divine miſſion of our Lord 
and Saviour the Meſſiah. 

22 I am now going up to 
Jeruſalem, urged to it by a 
ſtrong impulſe of the ſpirit, 
but totally ignorant what 
future occurrences await me 
there. | "2 

25 I know only this, That 
the holy ſpirit in every city I 
have pafſed through, hath 
expreſsly and repeatedly pre- 
dicted my imprifonment, and 
a ſeries of afflictions, in which 
I am to be involved. 

24 But the proſpect of theſe 
evils give me no diſtreſs —- 
nor do I ſet any value upon a 


precarious being, provided I 


can but finiſh: the: race of | 


life with honour and applauſe. 
—and diſcharge, in a worthy 
manner, the arduous pro- 


vince my Saviour hath aſſign- 
ed me, of proclaiming to the 
world the joyful news of the 


divine benignity. 

25 J am now leaving you 
Hand am conſcious that you, 
9 whom I ſpent ſuch a 


conſiderable time in propagat- 


ing the Chriſtian religion, ſhall: 


never ſee me more. 
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26 Let me, therefore, at 
this time ſolemnly afſure you 
in the ſight of God, that 1 
have faithfully admoniſhed. 
you, and am acceſſary to no 
one perſon's deſtruction: 

27 for the whole plan and 
deſign of the goſpel diſpen- 


' ſation, which infinite wiſdom 


hath publiſhed to the world, 
I have exhibited before you 
with the greateſt fidelity and 
impartiality, without the wil- 
ful concealment of any thing. 

28 Exerciſe therefore the 
oreateſt vigilance over your 
own conduct, and over that. 
flock, of which God hath ap- 
pointed you paſtars — and be 
careful to feed with ſaluta 
doctrines thoſe ſhe "which 
Chriſt hath vakchated with 
his blood, . 

29 Theſe admonitions flow 
from a conſciouſneſs, that 
after my departure furious 
wolves will enter and ravage 
the fold with unſparing cru- 
elty and rage. 4s: 

30 And even among your- 
ſelves, there will riſe up per- 
ſons, that will corrupt the ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel, and by 
their perverſe doctrines form 
violent and furious parties 
among you. BAIL (0 
31 Be vigllant, therefore, 


2 Apoy/0r; This word is very often uſed to expreſs the Olympic race—and 


© 


to this the apoſtle here alludes. See 2 Tim. iv. 7, I have finiſhed my 
race, dH. F Ta | 885 l . „ 
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and remember with what un- 
remitting diligence, day and 
night, for three years toge- 
ther, I inſtructed you all, 
mingling my admonitions 
with my tears. 3 
32 And now, my dear 
Chriſtian brethren, 1 affec- 
tionately recommend you to 
the bleſſing of that God, 
who is able to eſtabliſh you 
in Chriſtian harmony and 
love, and to beſtow upon 
you everlaſting felicity a- 


mong the virtuous in the re- 


gions of immortality. | 
33 I can ſolemnly appeal 
to God, That I have not in- 
dulged a ſingle wiſh-for the 
gold, the ſilver, the dreſs of 
any one perſon. 5 | 
24 So far from this, you 
are witneſſes that theſe hands 
have procured me and my 
friends the neceſſaries of life. 
35 By my own example I 
have taught you how much 
it is our duty, by the dint of 
our own induſtry to acquire 
ſomething to aſſiſt unhappy 
objects — and to impreſs upon 
our mind the elegant and in- 
ſtructive maxim of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord r is a greater fe- 
licity to beſtow than to receive 
a benefaction.“ | 
36 After having ſaid this 
he kneeled down, and pray- 
ed with them. 2 
37 They all melted into 


tears — they fell on his neck 


1 


—and folded him to their 
boſoms with the moſt tender 
embraces, 5 

38 diſſolved in a flood of 
grief at the reflection, that 
they ſhould never fee him 
more —— and this affecting 


ſcene laſted till we got to the. 


veſſel, whither they accom- 
panied us, | 


CHAP. XXI. 


i FTNORN from them at 
laſt, we launched in- 
to the deep, and enjoyed a 
proſperous gale to the iſland 
of Cos — The next day we 


ſailed to Rhodes, and. Go” 
thence to Patara. 


2 Here meeting a ſhip that 


was bound to Phcoenicia, we 


embarked on board of it. 

3 We then made the iſland 
of Cyprus —which we paſſed 
to the left, and ſailing direct- 


ly for Syria, arrived at Tyre, 
where the veſſel was to un- 


load. - 

4 Here we made a ſtay of 
ſeven days—having met with 
ſome Chriſtians, who by the 
ſpirit of prophecy cautioned 
Paul againſt going up to Je- 


ruſalem. 


5 But after this ſpace was 
elapſed we left the city, and 
recommenced our journey, 
attended out of the town by 
all the Tyrian Chriſtians with 
their wives and children 

| We 


441 


n. . IE 


2 : 8 3 r * „ 


77. 7—?ũ˙lv ꝗ̃ . RF va as. ee. 
777 ß —— os 


442 The AcTs of the APOSTLES, Chap. xxi. 


We then kneeled down upon 
the beach and prayed. 

6 After mutual embraces 
we parted from them, and 


went on board. 


7 Sailing from Tyre we 
arrived at Ptolemais — and 


waiting upon the Chriſtian 
ſociety there, ſpent one day 
with them. 

8 The next day we arrived 
at Cæſarea, and lodged with 
Philip the evangeliſt — who 
had been choſen one of the 
ſeven managers of the chari- 
table fund. 

9 This perſon had four 
unmarried daughters, who 
were all endowed with pro- 
phetic gifts. 

10 During a ſtay of feveral 
days that we made in this 
city, there arriyed a prophet 
from Judza, whoſe name was 
Agabus. 

11 This perſon, upon his 
coming among us, took Paul's 
girdle bound his own hands 
and feet with it — and after 
this ſolemn ſignificant action, 
thus addreſſed the company 
U he infallible ſpirit of God. 
expreſsly declares— That the 
perſon, to whom this girdle | 


belongs, ſhall in Jeruſalem be | 


bound in this manner, and 
be delivered up into the 


power of the Heathens. 1 


12 Upon hearing ſuch a 
ſolemn declaration uttered, | 


| of that town, begged him i in 


the moſt pathetic and impor- 
tunate terms not en any ac- 
count to venture into the me- 
tropolis. 

13 To theſe our earneſt | 
entreaties he replied — My 
dear friends! why. do you 
weep and tear my heart by 
this affecting tenderneſs | — 
I am prepared to meet with 


chearfulneſs, not only im- 


priſonment, but every form 
of death, for the goſpel of 
Jeſus. 

14 Finding it impoſſible 


to ſhake his deliberate reſo- 


lution, we ceaſed our impor- 


May the will of God be 
done ! 

15 Some time after we 
loaded our carriages, and ad- 
vanced towards the capital, 
16 attended by fame 
Chriſtians of Cæſarea — who 
conducted us to the houſe of 
one Mnaſon, with whom we 
were to lodge — who was a 
native of Cyprus, and had 
been one 01 the early con- 
verts to Chriſtianity. 

$C—17 AFTER our arrival 
in Jeruſalem we waited upon 
our Chriſtian brethren, who 
gave us a very affectionate 
reception. 

18 The day after Paul went 


along with us to James —— 
where we found all the ſenior 


ay we, and the Ctriftans | 


Chriſtians aſſembled. 
19 After 


tunity, and only added — 
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19 After mutual faluta- | 
tions he gave the company a 
minute detail of the 25 
revolution that God had ef- 
fected by his miniſtry among 
the Heathens. £ 
20 After he had finiſhed 
his narration, all the aſſem- 
bly with pious gratitude fer- 
vently celebrated the divine 
goodneſs — After paying this 
devout acknowledgment they 
turned to him, and thus ſpoke 
— Dear Chriſtian brother ! 
you cannot be ignorant how 
many myriads there are of 
the fol who have embraced 
the Chriſtian religion, and yet 
who are, every individual of 
them, moſt zealous advocates 
for the law of Moſes. 
21 Now theſe have been 
informed that you have made 
it your conſtant practice in 
every town among the Hea- 
thens where any Jews are 
ſettled, to preach up to theſe 
a non-conformity to the Mo- 
_ faic law—aſſerting, that they 
are now under no neceſſity 
to circumciſe their children, 
or to adhere to its external 
ä 
22 What meaſures are, 
therefore, to be purſued ? — 
You may aſſure yourſelf, 
that the moment they hear 
' you are in town, they will 
meet and make ſtrict en- 
quiries into your conduct in 


| 


| 


23 We would, therefore, 
'— There are now among 


| Nazarite's vow. 


publickly along with you 
ſubmit to the legal purificati- 
on in common with them 
defray their expences, required 


your head, equally with them, 
to be ſhaved — in order that 
they all may ſee that there is 


that hath been tranſmitted hi- 
ther of your conduct, but 
that you are a ſtrict con- 
formiſt to the injunction of 
the lg O27 naw 
25 As for the Heathens, 
who have embraced Chriſti- 
anity, we have preſcribed 
rules for their conduct hav- 
ing unanimouſly judged it 
proper to impoſe no other 
burden upon them, but only 
prohibit them from taſting a- 


voted to an idol, from eating 
any animal that been ſtrang- 
led, to abſtain from blood, 
and to refrain from debauch- 
ery. | 

26 Paul accordingly took 
theſe perſons along with him 
and the next day being 
legally purified in common 
with them, went into the 


S AAA 


temple 
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by all means adviſe you to 
act in the following manner 


us four perſons, who have 
impoſed upon themſelves the 


224 Take theſe perſons 


on fuch occaſions—and ſuffer 


no foundation' in the report, 


ny meat that hath been de= 
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temple to give public notice 
to the prieſts of his having 
purified and bound himſelf | 
with a religious vow along | 


with four other perſons—de- | 


claring alſo the time when 
this vow was made, and the 
oblations he would offer for 
every one of them at his own 
expence, when the time of 
_ vow was accompliſhed. 
But when the ſeven 
a the time which the law 
reſcribed, were almoſt com- 
pleted, ſome Jews of minor 
Aſia happening to ſee him 
in the temple, immediately 
mcited all the populace 
ruſhed upon him—and ſeized | 
him. 

28 Vehemently exclaim- 
ing—lIſraclites! Help! Help! 
— This 1s the perſon who by 
his doctrines hath been in- 
flaming the paſſions of every 
man, in every place, againſt 
the Jews—againſt the aw 
and againſt this ſacred place 
—He hath even had the im- 
pious effrontery to bring 
Greeks with him into the 
temple — and hath polluted | 
the fair of this holy 
place. | 
29 They ſaid this, becauſe 
they had a little before ſeen 
Trophimus. an Epheſian a- 
long with him in the city — 
and they inſtantly concluded 
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he had brought him 1 into the 
temple. 

30 Upon this the whole 
city was immediately raiſed - 
—all the people ruſhed furi- 
ouſly, at once, upon him — 
ſeized — dragged him out of 
the temple—whoſe doors were 
inſtantly ſhut. 

31 Being now determined 
to murder him, news was 
carried to the Roman tribune, 
that the whole city was in a 
dreadful commotion. 

32 That moment he took 
the centurions and the armed 
cohort, and ruſhed among the 
mob Who when they ſaw 
the Roman officer and his 
men, deſiſted from any far- 
ther violence to his perſon. 

33 The tribune advanced 
forward — took him from a- 
mong them - and ordered him 
to be confined with two chains 
— He then aſked, Who he 
was—and what crime he had 
committed. 

34 To theſe queſtions ſome 
of the mob bellowedone thing, 
ſome another — The officer, 
not being able to learn any 
thing ſatis factory from the tu- 
multuous and enraged mul- 
titude, gave immediate or- 
ders for his being conducted | 
into the caſtle. Is 

35 When he was got to 
the bottom of the * ſtairs that 


led 


8 This paſſage in our hiſtorian i is confirmed and illuſtrated by the mi- 
nute account Fe/-phus (gives of the caſtle Antonia, which the Romans occu- 


pied. 


Chap. xxii. The AcTs of the AposTLES. 445 


led to the caſtle, ſuch was the | Paul ſtood upon the ſtairs — - 
determined fury and ferocity | made a motion with his hand 
of the mob, that the ſoldiers | to the ry rev , which a 
were obliged to carry him in| eee ſilence being made, 
their arms. Gy he thus addreſſed them in the 
36 For an immenſe crowd | Hebrew language. 83 
followed, piercing the air 


with their cries, and repeat- 


— OR. 
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ing—Drag him to the place | | 
of execution! ; I © DRETHREN and 
37 Paul now going to en- fathers! Let me im- 


ter within the caſtle ſaid to plore your candid conſider- 
the tribune in Gree&—— Will] ation of the apology I now 
you permit me to ſpeak with | preſume to offer to you. 
you—What! ſaid the officer, 2 The audience hearing 
do you underſtand Greek? him ſpeak in the Hebrew lan- 
38 Are not you that* E-| guage was all filence and at- 
gyptian, who. raifed ſuch a tention—He proceeded. _ 
diſturbance ſome time ago, | 3 ] ama Jew, a native of 
and marched four thouſand | Tarſus in Cilicia, but was e- 
allaflins into the wilderneſs ? ducated in this city under the 
309 No, Sir! ſaid Paul—I| care of Gamaliel—T was ini- 
am a Jew—a native of Tar-| tiated into the moſt accurate 
ſus in Cilicia, a citizen of no] knowledge of the law, and 
obſcure place—and I beg you | was once as warm a zealot 
would permit me to ſpeak to] for its © dignity and excel- 
the collected multitude. lence, as you now are. 

40 The tribune aflenting,* 4 For ſo ſanguine were my 


pied. Kaba avinrro, x. r. A. On that fide where the caſtle joined to the 
porticoes of the temple it had airs that communicated with each other: 
down which the guards deſcending, for there was always a Roman legion 
lodged here, an _ their ſtations in different places about the por- 
ticoes prevented any diſturbances during the celebration of their public 
feſtivals. For as the temple was a fortreſs to the city, ſo Antonia was a 
fortreſs to the temple. To/ephus, B. J. Lib. 5.c.c.48. Hudſon. x - 

d 7o/eþbus mentions this perſon in two places of his hiſtory. Me/C or- 
Je Taru AN, Ke T. A. * But an Egyptian falſe prophet involved 
the Jeaus in a much greater calamity. This impoſtor came into the 
country, aſſumed the title of prophet, collected about thirty thouſand 
whom he had deceived, led them round out of the wilderneſs to mount 
Olives, intended to force the Roman garriſon, to throw himſelf into the 
city, and by means of his aſſociates make, himſelf king. But Felix at 
once quaſhed his deſigns. B. J. Lib, 2. c. 13. $5. 

< Sce Camb. MS. which is undoubtedly the true reading. 


prepoſ- 
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prepoſſeſſions in favour of it, 
that I perſecuted the Chriſ- 
tian ſect with the moſt impla- 
cable and blood-thirſty rage 
—ſcizing, binding, confining 
in jails, perſons o both ſexes 
indiſcriminately, who had em- 
braced its doctrines, 

5 For the truth of this I 
can a Ito the high prieſt, 
and he whole. 2.40, the 
Sanhedrim — from whom 1 

received letters of recommen- 
dation to the Jews in Damal- 
cus To which place I ſet 
out with a determined reſolu- 
tion to apprehend all I could 
meet there who profeſſedChriſ- 
tlanity, and drag them in fet- 
ters to the capital to receive 
3 n puniſhment. 
ut as I was travelling, 
| a had now advanced within 


a little diſtance from Damaſ- 


cus, it being now about noon, 
all on a ſudden a flood of 
light from the ſky darted its 
effulgent en around 
me. | | 

7 By its immende. and ir- 
reſiſtible effuſion I was inſtant- 
ly ſtruck to the carth— where 
as I lay proſtrate, I heard the 
following words ſolemnly ut- 
tered Saul! Saul! Why. 
doſt thou ;perſecute me 

8 Lord! who art thou, I: 
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ned 3 in horror and aſtoniſh- 
ment But the voice that was 
addreſſed to me they did not 
hear. 

'  10Tthen faid—Lord! What 
wouldeſt thou have me do? 
—Riſe, he anſwered, and go 
into the city Thou halt 
there receive full information 
of the duties I have appoint- 
ed thee to perform. 

11 J roſe, but the dazzling 
glory of that light had totally 
deprived me of my ſight, ſo 
that my companions were o- 
bliged to conduct me by the 

hand into Damaſcus. 

12 There was in the city 
at that time one Ananias, a 


— 


devout obſerver of the law of ; 


Moſes, and univerſally. e- 
ſteemed by the Jews who re- 
ſided there. 

13 This perſon came, ſtood 
over me, and pronounced 
theſe words :—Brother Saul ! 
Be thou reſtored to thy for- 
mer ſight! — That moment 
J recovered it, and ſaw my 
benefactor clearly and diſ- 
:tinctly, _ 

14 The God of our fore- 
fathers, he then ſaid to me, 
hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
to 'favour thee with the diſ- 


1 ringuiſhed happineſs. of know- 


ing his will, o ſeeing; the ho- 


replied—l am, ſaid he, Jeſus ly Mefliah, and hearing him 


Nazareth, whom thou art 
Fe 

9 This amazing light all 
my companions faw and were 


4 


ſpeak. 
15 Fot by. this incident 
[ thou._art. now deſignedly qua- 


lifed-to atteſt to all 0 
the 
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the truth of what thou haſt ij his murderers being depelin. 
ſeen, and what thou haft | ed with me. : 
Heard. 21 He then ſaid tome — 
16 Riſe, therefore, immedi- | Quit this place immediately 
ately — invoke the name 'of | — for I will ſend thee to 
Jefus—and be baptized, that} publiſh theſe truths in the 
the ſtain of thy former crimes | remote countries of the Hea- 
may for ever be effaced.  f'thens.” 
17 Returning after this to} 22 No ſooner was this laſt 
Jeruſalem, as I was praying word pronounced, but tho? 
in the temple, I found my they had been decent before, 
faculties immediately abſorb- they at once univerſally raiſ- 
der in an ecſtaſ . ed the moſt ee and 
18 The following ſcene ſ confuſed clamours—ſcream- 
was then exhibited — He ap- ing and repeating — Clear 
Peared to me and thus ſpokeſ the earth of ſuch a wicked 
— * Haſte, fly with - ecipi- monſter ! Let him not live a 
tate ſteps out of Jeruſal moment longer! 
For the moſt ſolemn aſſertions ] 23 The whole ee 
that thou haſt ſeen and heardi] tude was now tranſported in- 
me, will all be rejedbod, by!] to all the exceſſes of the moſt 
them. 35 violent rage and madneſs 
19 Lotd! irefowed, they they tore off their cloaths— 
Vill ſurely credit my teſtimo-¶ pierced the air with their cries 
ny concerning theſe facts — and threw clouds of duſt 
for they all Know how zeal - into it. 
'ous and actwe I was in pro-] 24 The ribs: ſeeing this 
ſecuting, impriſoning, 1 tumultuous ſcene, ordered 
ſcourging in the ſynagogues him immediately to be con- 
the profe ſſors of thy religion. ducted into the caſtle, and to 
20 They all knew, When] be examined by ſeourging, 
they — their hands in] that he might learn what he 
the blood of thy martyr Ste-] had done that enraged the 
_ -phen, what a chearful ſuf- mob thus violently "againſt 
1 ] gave to this e him. | 
"murder, and with what con- 25 As the ſoldiers, - there- 
ſcious pleaſure I preſided at] fore, were faſtening him with 
* "the upper garments of | | * to the . Paul 


13 hen len q 3 dea, teque "bis ait, eripe flammis. | Vig. 


— 


8 
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faid to the centurion who was [ ous to know what were the 


appointed to attend — Doth | crimes the Jews alledged a- 
the Roman law authorize you | gainſt him, diſpatched orders 


to ſcourge a freeman of Rome 
before a legal ſentence hath 
been paſſed upon him. 

26 The centurion, hearing 
this, went immediately to the 
tribune — bidding him be 
cautious how he acted on the 


for the high prieſts and San- 
hedrim to convene a general 
council-which when it was 
convoked, he ordered the a- 
poſtle's fetters to be knocked 
off brought him out of the 


preſent occaſion —— for the 


priſoner was a Roman ci- 


tizen. wy 72-84 
27 The tribune upon this 
information went to him, and; 
ſaid — Tell me the truth 
— Are you a freeman of 
Rome?” — He anſwered in 
the affirmative. — ' | 
28 It coſt me an immenſe 
ſum, faid the tribune, to pur- 
"chaſe th's privilege — But I 
was the fon of a freeman, 
ſaid the apoſtle. dle; 
29 Immediately, there- 
fore, thoſe who were ordered 
to examine him by torture, 
deſiſted and the tribune was 
extremely alarmed that he 
had bound a Roman citizen. 
$—30 Tux next day the 


the court. Fenn 


Crap. xxiii. 1 Paul fixing 
his eyes intenſely. upon the 
aſſembly thus addreſſed him- 
ſelf to them“ My breth- 
ren! when I take a review of 
my paſt life, I can appeal to 
God that I have ever main- 
tained an inviolable probity 
of heart to this moment. 

2 This ſentence was no 
ſooner pronounced but the 


high prieſt ordered the appa- 
ritors who ſtood by to Allie 


him on the faccdgmGmme. 

3 Paul upon hearing this 
ſentence, immediately turned 
to him and ſaid — God will 
ſhortly ſmite thee, thou pu- 


Roman tribune being deſir- 


thou ſit here to adminiſter 


e Cicero's celebrated oration againſt Verres is replete with teſtimonies 


caſtle—and placed him before 


trid * plaiſtered wall! — Doſt 


of this Reman cuſtom. Facinus eſt vinciri civem Romanum, ſcelus ver- 
berari—— Huccine tandem omnia reciderunt, ut civis Romanus in pro- 


vincia populi Romani — deligatis in foro virgis cæderetur — Nam causa 
cognita multi poſſunt abſolvi, incognita quidem condemnari nemo poteſt. 


Cicero in Verrem. Max vaaTivey, wa Toy ent CAN SUN, ws 


Powunv aptxzoperoy j˖u paCPors, emimngyor os TaUTR. Tx MY Ps 


evai Tapaonua mpooriiuow avto. Plutarch Ceſar. p. 1324. Edit. Ste 
f Kerovicueve. 
was plaiftered, xexote7 pur. 


Plutarch Cato, p. 620. Edit. Steph. See alſo 
Marth. xxiii. 27. | | 85 


equity, 


| Koyrete Signifies to plaiſter-. None of Cato's villas 
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equity, and yet ordereſt me to 
be ſtruck in this illegal and 
iniquitous manner ? 

-4 Some who ſtood by ſaid 
to him Do you treat God's 
1 prieſt with ſuch abuſive 


olence as this? 

5 Jam extremely Gery. 
faid the- apoſtle, that I did 
not know he was the high 


prieſt — for I am very ſenſi- 


ble of the juſtice of that ſcrip- 
tural command —— Thou 


ſhalt not inſult the governor 


of thy nation.” 


6 Paul being conſcious 


that ſome members of the 
court were Sadducees, and 


1 


others Phariſees — he cried 


out with great emotion be- 
fore all the aſſembly— My 
brethren! I here publickly 
avow that I am a Phariſee, 
and the ſon of a Phariſee— lt 


is ſolely my firm undoubted 


erſuaſion of a future ſtate 
that hath brought me before 
this tribunal. 
7 Upon this ſolemn decla- 
ration of his ſentiments there 
immediately enſued a ſan- 
guine contention between the 
ſects of 
Sadducees—which was ſoon 
blown up into a violent facti- 
ous diſſenſion. | 
8 For the Sadducees deny 
a future ſtate—and maintain 
there are no. ſuch beings as 
angels and immortal Pirius 


Vol. 4. 


J 


the Phariſees and 
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— But' the Phariſees ſtrenu- 


ouſly avow theſe principles. 
9 The contending parties 


growing vehement and noiſy, 


and defending their reſpective 
tenets with inflexible violence 
and the moſt outrageous cla- 
mours, ſome prieſts of the 
Phariſaical ſect, Who had 
been eagerly engaged in-this 


debate, at laſt ſaid — As for 


ourſelves we are perfectly ſa- 


tisfied that there is nothing 


criminal in this perſon's con- 


duct—If an angel, or a glori- 


fied ſpirit, hath deigned to 
conyerſe with him and in- 
ſtruct him in ſome important 
truths, let us not oppoſe the 
ſacred will of heaven. 
10 In fine, diſputes were 
agitated with ſuch determin- 
ed virulence, rancour and fu- 
ry, that tae tribune was real- 


ly afraid the diſputants would 


tear the apoſtle in pieces a- 
mong them He therefore 
gave orders for a party of ſol- 
diers inſtantly to ſally out of 
the garriſon, reſcue the apoſ- 


tle by force from among 


them, tand reconduct Lum 
into the caſtle. 

11 The following night 
the Lord Jeſus appeared- to 


| the apoſtle in a viſion, and 


thus accoſted him — “ Paul, 
be not intimidated— Afome 
an undaunted fortitude — As 
chou haſt freely publiſhed the 
| G g truths 


450 The AcTs of the 
truths of my religion in Jeru- 
ſalem, be aſſured thou wilt 
alſo publiſh and- atteſt them 
in Rome. 33 
812 Tux morning after, 
ſome of the jews met toge- 
ther by appointment, and 
entered into the moſt ſolemn 
mutual engagement, that 
they would neither eat nor 
drink till they had aſſaſſinat- 
ed the apoſtle. Tel 
13g There were above forty 
perſons, who were aſſociated 
in this conſpiracy. 2 
14 Having deliberately 
formed this reſolution, they 
immediately repaired to the 
high prieſts and magiſtrates, 
and acquainted them, that 
they had all mutually entered 
into a moſt ſolemn confede- 
racy that they would neither 
eat nor drink *till they had- 
murdered Paul. | | 
13 Now, therefore, added 
they, do you diſpatch a meſ- 
ſage to the Roman tribune 
to bring him down to-mor- 
row into the court, intimat- 
ing a deſire to obtain a more 
accurate knowledge of his 
principles and cauſe, and we 
will affaflinate him before he 
reaches the council. 

156 The fon of the apoſtle's 
ſiſter getting early intelligence 
of this conſpiracy went in- 
ſtantly to the caſtle, and diſ- 
covered it to his uncle. 


4 


ArposTLEs. Chap. xxili. 


of the centurions to him and 
faid—Will you be pleaſed to 
conduct this young man to 
the tribune——for he hath a 
ſecret to diſcloſe to him. 
18 The conturion took 
him, and introducing him to 
the tribune, ſaid, that Paul 
his priſoner had begged of 
him as a favour that he would 
conduct this young perſon to 
him, as he had ſomething of 
importance to communicate. 
19 The tribune then took 
him by the hand, and retir- 
ing into a private apartment, 
aſked him, what he wanted 
to diſcloſe to him. 5 
20 The Jews, Sir, he an- 
ſwered, have agreed to ſo- 
licit you to bring Paul before 
the court to-morrow, under 
a pretence, as if they were 
defrous to gain from him a 
more particular and exact ac- 
count of his principles and 
— 34 5-- 
21 but do you, Sir, reject 
this petition—for there are a- 
bove forty men who are now 
lying in ambuſh to murder 
him by the way, who have - 
all bound themſelves by the 
moſt ſolemn adjurations that 
they will neither eat nor drink 
*till they have imbrued their 
hands in his blood—and they 
are now all ready, eagerly 
waiting for your compliance 


- 


| with the Jews' requeſt. 


17 Paul then called one 


4 | 
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22 The tribune hearing 
| | this, 


Chap. xxiii. The Acrs of the ArosTLEs. 451 
this, ſtrictly charged him not | their determined fury —— 1 
to mention it to any one that | have ſince learned that he is 
he had diſcovered the conſpi- | a Roman citizen. 
racy to him He then diſmifl-| 28 Being deſirous to know 
£0. Bl: 1r | I what particular crimes the 
23 The tribune imme- | alledged againſt him, I 
diately called two of his cen- | brought him into their San- 
turions, and ordered them to | hedriin. Ws | 
accoutre their two hundred | 29 Zut I found they had 
men—to draw out alſo ſeven- | nothing to charge him with 
ty cavalry and two hundred | but ſome particular ſenti- 
ſpearmen, and at nine o'clock | ments about ſome controvert- 
in the evening, march to Cæ- ed points and ſubtilties of 
farea. ES their law——and was convin- 
24 He ordered them alſo} ced that he had perpetrated 
to have horſes in readineſs for | no crime that either deſerved 


Paul whom he charged | death or impriſonment. 
them to conduct ſafe to Fe-] 30 But upon the diſcovery 
lix the procurator. Jof a conſpiracy which the 


2§353 Having given theſe or- Jews had formed againſt this 
ders he wrote the following | perſon's life, I determined to 
letter. | [ſend him immediately to you 
26< CLavpivs Lysias to|—and have given notice to 
the moſt illuſtrious procura- | his accuſers to produce what 
tor Felix. "REY they have to alledge againſt 
27 The priſoner I 2 at your tribunal. Fare- 
ſend you, was violently ſeized well.? Bets 
by the Jews, and would] 31 The ſoldiers having re- 
quickly have been diſpatch- | ceived theſe orders, took Paul, 
ed by them had not I* ſud-Jand marched that night as 
denly interpoſed with my | far as Antipatris. ps” 
troops, and reſcued him from [ 32 The next day they left 


2 Fricas. This word fignifies to appear ſuddenly. Conſult Luke ii. 
9. Chap. xx. 1. Chap. xxi. 34. Chap. xxiv. 4. and Not. in loc. Acts 
iv. 1. Chap. x. 17. Chap. xi. 11. Chap. xii. 7. While Artigonus 
was giving audience to certain ambaſſadors, Demetrius /adavnly appeared, 
e755n. Plutarch Demet. p. 1630. Edit. Steph. The enemies /udenly 
preſented themſelves to them in their houſes, s745y0ay. Polybius, p. 323. 
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the cavalry to proceed with 
him, and returned to the 
caſtie. 5 is 
"Arriving in Calfirea 
rhe 2 the letter, and 
preſented the priſoner, 

24 The procurator having 


read the letter aſked, Off 
which of the provinces he 


was a native — and being 
told, Of Cilicia — he turned 
to the apoſtle and ſaid 
35 When your accuſers 
come hither before me, I 
will give your cauſe an“ im- 
partial 255 He then 
gave orders for his confine- 
ment in n Herod's pretorium. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


went down in a body to Cæ- 


 farea, with one Tertullus an 


orator —— whoſe eloquence 

125 had hired to diſplay and 

7 the apoſtle's crimes 
ore the procurator. 


2 The priſoner being or- 
dered into court, Tertullus 


began his impeachment in 
the followin formal manner. 

ay We acknowledge, 
moſt illuſtrious: Felix, with | 
_ me eee the 


ofa 
=y 
= 
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great tranquillity, and the 
many ſignal emoluments that 
this province hath enjoyed, 
upon all occafions, and; in its 
whole extent, by your pru- 
dential and godlike admini- 
ſtratioͤn. fan 

4 But not to expatiate at 
preſent on ſo pleaſing a ſub- 
ject, will you deign to hear a 
brief repreſentation from us of 
the cauſe now depending, with 
that candour and benignity 
for which you are ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſnedc. 

5 The priſoner at the bar 
hath long been the peſt and 
bane of ſociety — hath been 
exciting in every part of the 


ay.” world riots and diſturbances 
among all the Jews — and is 
1 FE IVE days after his ar- 
rival, the high prieſt 
Ananias ak the Sanhedfim 


the grand ringleader of the 
hereſy of the Nazarenes. 
6 He even made an im- 
pious attempt to profane our 
ſacred temple—but we time- 
ly prevented it by ſeizing 
him, and would have judged 
him according to our law, Js 

but the tribune Lyſias 
ſuddenly ruſhed upon us with 
his troops, and violently tore 
| him out of our hands: 

8 ordering his accuſers to 
appear before you — Any of 
the plaintiffs now before. you, 
if you. condeſeend to o examine 


2 1 
1 


b Iv E. literally, hear it en The Ken RI: Huaford | 
a minute account from thoſe who had eſcaped” the wreck, Maud ares. 
Iy 1 0 Edit. Hanov. p. 39. See 12. . 2008 287: 326% 7:0 7 25] 


——— ʃ 4 2 — 


them, 


Chap. xxiv.. The Ac rs of the APOSTLES? 


them, will give you clear in- 
formation on the ſeveral ar- 
ticles of this charge.” 


9 He ended, and all the 4 


Jews unanimouſly declared 


that the crimes he alledged a- | 


gainſt the prifoner w were ſtrict- 
iy Wes 

10 The procurator then 
giving a ſign to the apoſtle 


to offer his vindication, he 


thus replied — < Consc1ovs 


that you have been for a con- 
ſolemn event, 


ſiderable number of years the 
ſupreme judge and governor 
of this province, I am encou- 
raged to deliver my apology 
before you with greater free- 
dom and fortitude. 

11 Eſpecially ſince you 
may eaſily obtain information 
of the truth of what 1 ſo- 
lemnly aſſert That it is now 
no more than twelye days 


ago ſince I went up co Jeru- | 


ſalem to pay my devotions | 
there, 

12 and that they neither | 

detected me in the temple in 
a debate with any perſon—or 
railing a mob, either in the 
ſynagogue, or in any part of 
the capital. 
13 Nor can they prove a- 
ny one article of the charge, 
which they have now exhi- 
bited againſt me. 

14 This, however, I will 
ingenuouſly confeſs, that ac- 


cording to that particular 
{ect, which _ brand with 
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the name of hereſy, I wor- 
ſhip the God of my anceſtors 
— firmly believing the truth 
of all things, that are written 
in the law and the prophets; 

15 indulging, that divine 
tranſporting hope, which they. 


|'themſelves profels to cheriſh, 
That after death there will 


* 


be a general reſurrection both 
of the virtuous and of the. 


wicked. 


16 In conſequence of which 
I conſtantly, 


make it my moſt ſedulous 
ſtudy and exerciſe to main- 
tain an irreproachable conduct 


9 


„ 


; 


| 


both towards God and man. 
17 After an abſence of a 


: conſiderable number of years: 


I lately took a journey to Je- 
ruſalem to diſtribute a chari- 
table collection among my in- 
digent countrymen. 

18 But during my conti- 
nuance in the city, ſome 
| Jews of Aſia minor found me 
in the temple purified accor- 
ding to the preſcription of 


the law but they cannot 


make it appear that they ſur- 
prized me caballing with a 


n for fomenting any riot. 


9 Thoſe, as they were the 
firſt, he violently ſeized me, 
ought to have been at your 


1 tribunal, and have here pro- 


duced what they had to al- 
ledge againſt me: 
20 Or let even theſe, wha 
are yow preſent, freely de- 
Gg 3 clare, 
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me guilty of, when I was 

lately called before the San- 
hedrim. | 2 OR 
pute this to me as a crime— 
that when J ſtood before them 
5 805 with great emotion 
the following exprefſion—< I 
am impeached at this vene- 
rable court for my firm belief 
of a future reſurrection.“ 
22 The procurator hearing 
theſe things, and being defir- 
ous to gain'a more explicit 
information of the Chriſtian 
religion deferred the cauſe— 
telling the Jews, when Lyfias 


the tribune came to Cæſarea, 
he ſhould be able to examine 


and decide 
me La 
223 He then gave orders 
to the centurion to take Paul 
into his cuſtody but to treat 
him as a priſoner at large, and 
to permit all his friends to 
have free acceſs to him. 


with greater im- 


# 


le had teaſon to ſhudder at the 
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clare, what crime they found | 


824 Some days after 
this, Felix and his lady Dru- 
ſilla, who was a Jeweſs, ſent 


un = ba for Paul, and heard him diſ- 
21 Except indeed they im- 


tian religion. 


courſe concerning the Chriſ- 


25 But when the apoſtle, 
in the progreſs of his diſ- 
courſe, honey enforced the 
1mportant duties of juſtice 
and continency, and repre- 


| ſented the folemniries of a fu- 


wore judgment, Felix ſhook 
with extreme terror and con- 
ſternation, and interrupted 
him, ſaying Enough! leave 
us at preſent—— Some other 
rime 1 my Rnd for you 4 
; * $384 3 4 $3 4 
26 He yas in hopes alſo 
that Paul would offer him a 
bribe, to purchaſe his dif- 
charge —and this mercenary 
principle induced him fre- 
quently to fend for and con- 
verſe with the apoſtle. © 
27 AFTER a confinement 
here of two whole years Fe- 


WE 


—_— 


roſpect, for he was a man of a moſt 


abandoned character. Claudius delanctis regibus, Judæam provinciam 
equitibus Romanis aut em, e #7 e quibus Antonius Felix, per 


omnem ſævitiam ac libidinem, jus regium ſervili ingenio exercuit. Ta- 


mento Felix, _— eratione 
& cuncta malefacta 


97. Edit, Dubl. At non frater ejus, cogno- 
:  agebab, jam pridem Judze impofitus, 
ſibi impunè ratus, 


tanta potentia ſubnixo. Annal. 12. 


54. He liyed in an adulterous commerce with Druſilla a Fezwefs, the 


ngeſt daughter of Herod Agri 
Un of the Fme/enes, but induscck 
vorced herſelf from her huſba 


» 


 Hiftor. 7 25 


a, who had been married to Jzizus 
y the perſuaſions of Felix, ſhe di- 


nd; and threw herſelf into the arms of this 


* 


„„ „ „ 6 


C. 9. 


lis 
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lix was ſucceeded in the pro- 
vince by Porcius Feſtus 
But Felix, when he deliver- 
ed up his government to his 
ſucceſſor, to gratify the Jews, 


left Paul at his departure ſtill 
2 e 


CHAP. XXV. 


Tu RE E days after 
Feſtus entered upon 
the government of his pro- 
vince, he went up from Cæ- 
ſarea to Jeruſalem. 

2 Here the * high prieſts | 


and the leading men among | | 


the Jews, when they waited | 
upon him to congratulate him 
upon his acceſſion to the pro- 
vince, bitterly inveighed a- 
giainſt the apoſtle, 

3 ſoliciting it as a favour 
that he would be pleaſed to 
give orders to have him ſent 
"os Jeruſalem—deſigning, had 
he complied with this re- 
queſt, to have hired ruffians | 
to murder him upon the 
road. 

4 But Feſtus told- them, / 
that it was his will, that Paul 
ſhould remain in cuſtody at 
Czxſarea—and that his ſtay in 
Jeruſalem would be Veg 
ſhort. 

5 Adding that any per- 
ſons whom they fixed upon, 
might go down. lang with 


K See Dr. Mill 


| 


455 
him, and produce at his tri- 
bunal what they had to al- 
ledge againſt the priſoner. 
12 After a ſtay of about ten 
days in the metropolis, he: 
went down to Czſarea—and: - 
the next day after his arrival, 
he ſummoned: a court 
aſcended the bench—and or- 
dered Paul to be brought be⸗ 
fore him. 

7 Here as he ſtood at the 
bar, his proſecutors from Je- 
ruſalem with great virulence 


charged him with many hei- 


nous and atrocious crimes 
none of which, upon 
ſtrict examination, they were 
able to prove againſt him, 

8 For in his apology he 
publickly declared in the 
moſt ſolemn terms, that they 
could not convict him of any 
one inſtance of a criminal be- 
haviour, either to the law, 
to the temple, or to the Ro- 
man emperor. 

9 Feſtus then, being de- 
 firous to ingratiate himſelf 
with the Jews, aſked him, if 
he was willing his cauſe ſhould 
be tried at. Jeruſalem. 

10 To this propoſal Paul 
replied I am now before 
Cæſar's tribunal, where my 
cauſe ought. to be impartially 
canvaſſed and e 


ill in he. and. ver. 15. * 
Gg 4 


| yourſelf -are conſcious e 
have been ullty of. n 8 


x" 


2 | 


criminal. againſt my country | 
men. 1 

n If L have injured them, | 
if I have perpetrated any capi- 


tal: crime, I ſubmit without 
_ reluctance to. capital puniſh-' 
ment But if all the charges 
they have now brought a- 


gainſt me are proved to be 


abſolutely falſe and ground- 
leſs, no perſon can condemn 
me to death merely to grati- 
fy them—1 appeal to the em- 
eror. 
12 e ab Jekibernt- 
-with-the Roman council, 
turned and ſaid to him 
Have you . appealed to the 
emperor? — You ſhall then 
go, and be * by the 
emperor. ABEL, 
13 A yew. days. after 
this, king Agrippa, and his 
fiſter Bernice took a journey 


to Cæſarea to; congratulate. 


Feſtus; upon his oralen to 
the rde. 7 


1 This lady. was the eldef LE of Her 


Rl of an inceſtuous commerce with h 


Habe refers Sar. 8. 155. 
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In . digito factus pretioſior. 
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14 Theſe making a ſtay of 
ek days at Cæſarea, a- 
mong other ſubjects, Feſtus 
recounted to them the apoſtle's 
ſtory I have here a priſoner, 
ſaid he, whom my predeceſ- 
ſor left in cuſtody, when he 
quitted the province. 

15 This perſon, during 
a ſhort viſit I paid to Jeruſa- 
lem upon my arrival, the 
high: prieſts and principal 
magiſtrates loaded with ma- 
ny atrocious and aggravated 
crimes — and importunately 
begged me to paſs ſentence 
of death upon him. 

16 To theſe urgent entrea- 
ties I replied — that it was 
not - cuſtomary for the Ro- 
mans to gratify any man 

with the death of another 
— and that then laws of 
Rome enacted, That the per- 
ſon impeached ſhould have 
free liberty to offer a public 


defence of himſelf before his 


ed, A prippa. She was ſa- 
brocher re To this 


Adamas EE WE et Berenices 
Hunc dédit olim 


|. thous incgſiæ ; dedit hunc Agrippa ſorori. 
e eee herſelf into the affections of Titus Veſpaſian. ee 


Jorim ab urbe dimiſit inwvitus invitam. Sueton. 


it. c. 7. 


in. 7 50 cogpita multi I oſſunt abſolvi, incognita quidem condemnari 
e 


nemo Cicero in 


petuafly, 5 al 


causa zpdidtd, capite damnavit. 


rrem. Cicero inveighs againſt Verres per- 


abſeutis nomen recepiſſe. Again, ab/entem in reos retulerit, 
Crimen ſine accuſatione, ſententia 


| fine conſilio, damnatio ſine defenſione. Cicero in Ver. paſſim. Eypads 


"yep oer „ 
to be put to 
ſecting thetyranny of * Phaarchi in Pale. 5 


{antes 


&C. 


Poplitola enacted a law, THAT he who ſuffered Fol ed 
death without a legal trial, ſhould be held guilty of af- 


187. Lait. Gr. Steph. 8vo. 
acculers, 
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accuſers, and exculpate him- 
ſelf, if he could, from the 
crimes alledged againſt him. 
1 Accordingly; upon their 
coming hither in a body, I aſ- 
cended the tribunal the very 
next day willing to diſpatch 
this buſineſs — and ordered 
the priſoner to be brought to 
the bar. 1355 
18 But his proſecutors now 
alledged againſt him no ſuch 
imputations as I imagined 
they would do. 

19 They only had to charge 
him with differing from them 
in ſome controverted points 
and ſubtilties in their“ reli- 
gion — and about one Jeſus, 
whom they declared was dead, 
but whom the priſoner aver- 
red to be ſtill living. | 

20 I, being greatly per- 
plexed and embarraſſed in 
what manner to terminate 
this affair, aſked the priſo- 
ner, If he would conſent to 
have his cauſe tried in Jeru- 
ACT 59907 625435 14; 
21 Upon this propoſal, he 
made his appeal to Cæſar, 
and publickly inſiſted upon 
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till IJ have an opportunity of 
ſending him to Rome, © 

22 Agrippa then faid to 
Feſtus — I ſhould be glad to 
hear what this perſon hath to 
ſay in vindication of his prin- 
ciples — To-morrow then, 


ſaid the procurator, you ſhall 


have this pleaſure. | 
223 Accordingly, the next 
day, king Agrippa and his 
ſiſter Bernice, with a moſt 
{ſplendid and magnificent re- 
tinue, entered the prætorium, 
attended alſo by the Roman 
tribunes and perſons of the 
firſt diſtinction in Cæſarea 
When this large brilliant aſ- 
ſembly were ſeated, Feſtus 
ordered Paul to be brought 
before them.. 


conducted in, the procura- 
tor thus addreſſed himſelf to 
the company —“ This is the 
perſon, king Agrippa, and 
ye illuſtrious auditors, againſt 
whom the whole communi 


of the Jews are ſo implacably 


enraged—whom they have ſo 
often, both in Jeruſalem, and 
in this city, by the moſt ſup- 


the emperor's deciſion— and 
he is now under confinement, 


plicant entreaties begged me 
to difpatch—vehemently cla- 


2 'A$101Sa1uovte is frequently uſed in a good ſenſe, as it is undoubtedly 
in this place. Feſtus would not, before king Agrippa, who was a Jew, 


brand his religion with the odious name of |/uper/tition. Kay por ole, 
*. 7-A. What in my judgment is the bond of union in the Roman 
- communion is their re/tgion, qed ei. Polybius, p. 497. Edit. 


Hauov. 1619, See the note on Chap. xvii. 22. 
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mouring, That the earth 
ought to be inſtantly deliver- 
ed from ſuch a vile monſter. 

25 But, after ſtrict exami- 
nation, I am convinced he 
hath been guilty of no crime 


ment — and I am now deter- 
mined, upon his appealing 
to the emperor, to ſend him 
to Rome, | 

26 But as I 2 yet no- 
thing explicit to write to my 
ſovereign about him, I have 
judged it proper to bring 
him before this honourable 
and auguſt aſſembly, and, 
particularly, before you, king 
Agrippa That his prin- 
eiples and conduct being here 
accurately explored and exa- | 
mined, I might be able to 
tranſmit a clear and faithful ac- 
eount of him to the emperor. 
27 For it would be highly 
abſurd and inſolent for me to 
fend a priſoner to Cæſar, 
without wee his crimes. 


| 


CHAP. xXXVI. 


GRIPPA then aid 

to Paul— You have 

now 6-4! permiſſion to vindi- 
cate yourſelf ——Upon this 
Paul ſtretched out his hand, 
and delive red the following | 
logy : 

2 A Dur fücbistirb is, 


my hep pine O king Agrip- 


96 that I am now rener 


ee —ͤ—öät —i— 
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with an opportunity of pub- 
lickly vindicating myſelf be- 
fore ſo illuſtrious a perſonage 
from the various aſperſions 


Jews 


that the Jews have caſt upon 
me. 
that deſerves capital puniſh- | 


3 Eſpecially as lam pleaſ- 


* conſcious that you are 


perke ectly acquainted with the 


whole religious ſyſtem, and 
popular controverſies, of the 
This perſuaſion en- 
courages me to ſolicit, that 
you would hear, what I have 
to offer in defence of the 
principles I have adopted, 

with lenity and candour. 

4 To my conduct and cha- 
racter in carly life, which 
was ſpent among my own 
countrymen on the public 
theatre of Jeruſalem, all the 
Jews are no ſtrangers. 

5 They all know my life, 
and the liberal education I re- 
ceived, if they were diſpoſed | 
ingenuoully to atteſt 1t— 
They all know that I was e- 
ducated in the ſtricteſt ſect of 
our religion, and that I em- 
braced the principles of the 
Phariſees. | 

6 And. now do I ſtand at 
this tribunal for my firm and 
avowed belief in that tranſ- 
Parting promiſe, which God 
| foleminly made to our illuſtri- 


| ous 8 | 


7 A promiſe after whoſ | 
expected bleſſedneſs the whole 
community of Iſracl fervently 

aſpires 
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aſpires—and to attain which 
all the twelve tribes day and 
night ſerve God with unre- 
mi tted ardour of deyotion — 
and yet becauſe I cheriſh this 
common hope, O king A- 
grippa, am I purſued by the 
whole body of the Jews, 
with unrelenting bre and 
rage. 
8 What! ! is it a thing ab- 
ſolutely incredible with you, 
That the great God is able 
to reanimate the dead! 
| J once thought it my 
| duty to do every thing in my 
ower to cruſh the cauſe of 
Jeſus in its birth. 

10 Accordingly in Jeruſa- 
lem, I diſtinguiſhed myſelf 
by my zealous endeavours to 
ſuppreſs it — Great numbers 

of the Chriſtians I confined 
in jails to me the high 
prieſts granted their commiſ- 
lion to harraſs them I ever 
gave a chearful ſufferage to 
thoſe who were reſolved to af- 
ſaſinate them. 

11 In every ſynagogue by 

my orders they were mang- 
led with ſcourges and puniſh- 
ed with extreme cruelty By 
the tortures I inflicted J ob- 
liged them to calumniate and 

revile their leader —At laſt, 


31 EuN Got 2 ve p 4 
folitef writers Namque inſcitia eſt Adverſum ſtimulum calces. 
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the exceſſes of my unbound- 


ed fury againſt them would 
not be circumſcribed within 


the narrow limits of Judæa 
My madneſs inſtigated me to 
overleap its boundaries, and 
perſecute in foreign towns and 
cities. 

12 But as I was travelling 
to Damaſcus with an unlimit- 
ed commiſſion from the high 


prieſts, 


"74 on the owblic road, a- 
bout the middle of the day, 
I faw, O king Agrippa, from 


the parted clouds, all on a 


ſudden, an ineffable light, in- 
finitely more dazzling than 
all the effulgence of the ſun, 
dart and blaze about me and 
* companions. . 

14 We were all inſtantly 
ſtruck to the earth where as 
I lay proſtrate T heard the fol- 
| lowing words, in Hebrew, 
folemnly uttered Saul ! 
Saul! why doſt thou perſe- 
cute me It is madneſs for 
thee to contend with a a ſuperi- 
our power! 

15 Trembling, 1 faid, 
Lord! who art thou ?—The 
voice replied I am Jeſus, 
whom thou art perſecuting. 

16 But rife——for J have 
now appeared to thee to con- 


This expreſſion occurs in the 
Teren. 


Phormio, Act. 1. 1. Scen, 2. V. 28. See Mer. Caſaubon | in loc. Edit. Yar. 
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Kieute thee a miniſter and. a | 
witneſs of what thou haſt 
ſeen, and that thou mayeſt 
pliſh to the world the truths 
all in future time reveal 
to thee. Fes 
17 J will. — thy guardian 
amidſt the rage of the Jews 
and the fury of the Heathens 
—to whom will depute thee, 
18 to pour the light of 
truth upon the mental eye 
to diſpel the gloomy dark- 
neſs from their benighted 
ſouls — ta reclaim them from 
the adoration of falſe, to the 
worſhip of the true God 
that? by embracing my reli- 
gion they may obtain a total 
remiſſion of their ;paſt. ſins, 


and finally ſecure. a bleſſed | 


1 among * vir- 


45798. i/Fe, the ſolemn com- 
mands enjoined me by this 
heavenly viſion, O king A- 
grippa, I have not been diſ- 
nt.. 
20 But to che Ji in Da- 
maſcus firſt—then to Jeruſa- 
lem —afterwards to all —. 


Vat e to the Heathen na- 
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tions, have I publickly pro- 
claimed the indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſſity of repentance, and of 
a devout and holy life. 

21 It is for theſe princi- 
ples, and for this conduct, 
that the Jews ſeized me in the 
temple, and violently at- 
tempted to murder me. 

22 But by the powerful 
interpoſition of my God I 
have been reſcued from every 
danger and now ſtand be- 
fore you this day a monu- 
ment of the divine metey— 
freely declaring to the 
noble and ignoble no other 
truths but what Moſes and 
the prophets have e | 
aſſerted : | 
23 for example, that the 
Meſſiah would be ? liable to 
ſufferings—that he would be 
the firſt perſon, Who ſhould be 
raiſed from the grave to ab/o-/ 
lute immortality—and that he 
would diffuſe a moſt glorious 
and facred light in the world 
to illuminate both the Jews 
and- the Gentiles out dif- 
tinction.“ 


| 24 Here re Feſtus incerrupt= 


* Nied not e on wyteo ener: FIG put in . * | 
Aten, that they may obtain, by embracing my religion, a total remiſſion 


of their paſt fins. 
2 Hahnr & liable to Jufferings. 


conceived the Deity, not to be impreſſible or 
be a pure, conſcious, inviſible, incorruptible inte 


See note on Chap. xiii. 39. 
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ed his diſcourſe by ſuddenly 
exclaiming with a loud and 
vehement voice — Certainly | 
Paul you are mad ! Your pro- 


found erudition hath difor- 
ney your intellects! 


luſtrious Feſtus, is not diſor- 
dered — What I utter is the 


dictate of ſober truth and ſe- 


date reflection. 
26 J appeal to the king, | 
before whom I ſpeak with 
this freedom, for the truth of 
my declarations — His maje- 
ſty, I am perſuaded, is not 
ignorant of any part of theſe 
public tranſactions — Theſe 
things were not done in ſome 
obſcure retreat. 

27 Do you believe, 0 king 
Agrippa, the 2 of 
the antient prophets? —I am 
coulſe! ious you believe them. 

28 Agrippa then ſaid to 
him V almoſt induce me 
1 Chriſtian. 

Would to God, the 
Sine replied, that all my 
preſent auditors were not al- ' 
moſt; but altogether,” ſuch as I 
am except in the ſingle cir- 
cumſtance of theſe chains. 

30 After he had ſaid this, 
the king, 
Bernice, - and the reſt of the 
| company roſe ves and with- | 
ee ; 


* Saying, as they went 


: our; one to her Thick 
A | 


2 . 


1 


29 The apoſtle replied 
My underſtanding, moſt il- 


„* 
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unhappy perſon hath done 


nothing 


that deſerves either 
death, or impriſonment! 
32 and king Agrippa free- 


| ly told Feſtus,” That he oughe 


in juſtice to have been -dif- 
charged, if he had not ap- 


pealed to the eee 


8 H AP. XXVII. 


IN conſequence of the 

procurator's reſolution to 
ſend "thi apoftle to Rome, he 
and ſome other priſoners were 
committed to the care of a 
Roman captain called Julius; 


who was a centurion of the 


Auguſtan cohort. 

2 We tere eb in com- 
pany with Ariſtarchus a Ma- 
cedonian, a native of Thef- 
{alonica, embarked on board 
a veſſel belonging to A- 


| dramyttium, that was to 


fail along the coaſts of Aſia 


minor. 


3 The next oy we arriv- 


ed at Sidon—where- the Ro- 
man officer treated Paul with 
ſingular humanity and kind- 


neſs — permitting him to vi- 
fit his friends here, and to 


receive any favours they were 
pleaſed to confer. | 
the procurator, | 


4 Sailing from Sidon ve 


met with contrary winds, 


which obliged us to coaſt 

along the iſland of Cyprus. 
5 After paſſing the ſea that 
waſhes the ſhores of Cilicia 
and 
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| ing with an Alexandrian vel- 


ther—and with a great diffi- 


City Alaſſa. | 


| bernacles was now paſt, Paul 
adviſed them to reſign all 


ſaid he, that the future part 
reſolved to 


7 25th of September. 


Hes, exactly anſwers to the Spaniſh term, 


462 The Acts of the 
and Pamphylia, we diſem- | 
barked at Myra in Lycia. 


6 Here the centurion meet - 


ſel that was bound for Italy, 
he put us on board of her. 

7 We afterwards failed ex- 
tremely ſlow for a conſider- 
able number of days toge- 


* 1 


culty at laſt got oppoſite 
Cnidus — but were obliged 
by contrary winds to take 
ſhelter under the ſhore of 
Crete, oppoſite Salamis. 
8 After paſſing this town 
with great difficulty, we put 
into. an harbour called the 
Fair havens, 'very near the 


- 9 Having ſpent 
time in this ſhort voyage 
hither, and it being no longer 
ſafe to venture upon the deep, 
as the Jewiſh ! feaſt of ta- 


thoughts of putting to ſea in 
ſo critical a ſeaſon of the year. 
10 I am perfuaded, Sirs! 


of our voyage, if you are 
roſecute it at 


ſo long a | 
e | which inſpired us with fond 


this time, will be attended 


Ave g Tugor@ 


it, faith, Ty dA xuwnat s pepe. 


£Tiyevauey vai meipiSfirngns TW vauy. 


with great Joſs and very in- 
minent danger, not only of 
the freight and the veſſel, 
but of our own lives. 
11 But the Roman officer 
paid greater regard to the 
judgment of the maſter and 
pilot of the veſſel, than to 
this advice of the apoſtle. 
12 The port we had now 
put into being extremely in- 
commodious for wintering a 
ſtorm, the major part were 
of opinion to quit it, and, if 
poſſible, to make the har- 
bour of Phœnicè — a much 
more convenient haven in 
the iſland, bearing ſouth-weſt 
and north-weſt. _ 117 
13 In the mean time a 
ſouthern gale ſprung up 


hopes that now all our wiſhes 
would be happily accompliſh- 
ed —— We therefore imme 
diately weighed anchor, and 
coaſted along the ſhores of 
Crete. Ed 
14 But we had not pro- 
ceeded far before we were 


aſſailed by a dreadful * hur- 


ricane, called by the failors 


t Furaculon. | 


15 The veſſel being ſeized 


s 
* 
- 


by the deſcription given of it by the Greek claf- 


ornado. Ariſtotle deſcribing 
Meteor, Lib. 3. c. 1. Ag Tugwy 
Lucian de vera Hiſt. Lib. 1. 


This is the reading in the 4/axandrian MS. and is probably the true 


original leftion, 


12 


and 
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and invaded by the invincible | 


fury of this tempeſt, and ut- 
terly incapable of bearing up 
againſt its dreadful affaults, 
we were driven at its mercy. 
16 Happening however to 


be run under a little iſland | 


called Clauda, we with great 
difficulty, at laſt, hoiſted the 
boat out of the veſſel, 
17 The ſailors having got 
it overboard, for its greater 
ſecurity they “ undergirded 
the ſhip with ropes — Be- 
ing then dreadfully afraid 
of being 
the quickſands on the coaſt 
of Africa, they took down 
the main maſt —— and let 
her drive. 
18 The ſtorm. ſtill con- 


carried among 


ing violence, the crew next 


day threw the freight of the 


ſhip overboard. 

19 The day after, we aſſiſt- 
ed them in throwing into the 
ſea the tackling of the veſſel. 

20 And now the gloomy 
tempeſts having for ſeveral 
days together intercepted 
from us the ſight of the * ſun, 
the moon and the ſtars, and 
ſtill raging with the fame 
dreadful violence, we entire- 
ly reſigned all hopes of ever 
preſerving our lives. 
| 21. The ſhip's company, 
harraſſed by the tempeſt and 
by deſpair, having taken no 
refreſhment for ſome time, 


2 


| Paul ſtood up, and thus ad- 


dreſſed them Vou ought to 


tinuing to rage with unabat- 


nave followed, Sirs! my ſalu- 


* AyTog Ns j is a very elegant expreſſion. Literally, look the form in 
the face. Blackwall, S. Claſſics. Vol. i. p. 15. This very comphatical 
word is often uſed by Polybius. AvrropSaausy Jurnzorra: Toi Toa 
_ ptois. p. 16. The Carthaginians were not able to face the Romans in 
arms, avTo) Fax nrai, p. 69. That it may appear with what a formidable 
nation Annibal dared to cope, art . p. 112. The Achzans 
with their own forces dared to meet the Lacedæmonians in front, ar ro 
133, See al/o. p. 169. 216. 300. 302. Edit. Hanov. fol. 1619. 


£19. p. 
4 » iris expedient was practiſed by 
ſecure the veſſel.—Sine funibus 
- Vix durare carinz 
Poſſint imperioſius 


the Antients, in imminent danger, to 


9 


Aaquor. Horat. Lib. 1. Ode 14. VI. 5. 


* Ayp Yap ep vnug: Calle nv, uds f 
Oy:oroJev Tpepasy)s*” xaTEY 670 AP VIREET OM! 
Erb' sri Thy vnc £08 patcy op IRA root. 
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Tres adeo incertos czca caligine ſoles 


Erramus pelago, totidem fine fidere notes. Virg. En. 3. 203. 


The Syriac Verſion reads Mcon, See Mill. 
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worſhip, appeared, and thus | 


Tam perſuaded that God will 


mercy of the winds and 


464 
admonitions, and not 
have embarked from Crete 


by which means you would | 
not have incurred theſe im- 


minent __— and unhappy | 

loſſes. 2140 

22 But I now exhort you 

to diſpel your fears — for there 

ſhall * be the loſs of a ſin- 

gle life —the veſſel alone will 

periſh. 

23 For laſt night the an- 
el of that God, whoſe meſ- 
nger I am, and whom 1 


_— mes: 
24 Paul! baniſh thy 
fears Thou muſt ſtand at 
Czfar's tribunal — Thy God 
will mercifully fave, for thy | 
ſake, the lives of every indi- 
vidual: that are in the veſſel | 
with thee. 

25 Diſpel, therefore, I en- 
treat you all your terrors—for 


certainly accompliſh this his 
ſolemn declaration. 

26 Ler me aſſure you, 
That we ſhall be driven up- 
on ſome iſland. | 

27 About the fourteenth 

night, as the ſhip was tofling | 
up 3 and down, in the Adriatic 
ſea, in every direction, at the 


The AcTs of the 


A POSTLES. Chap. XXvit. 2 


ſailors imagined they were not 
far from ſome coaſt. 

28 Accordingly they ſound- 
ed, and found the depth fifty 
fathoms—a little farther they 
again tried the depth, and 
found it only fiften. 
| 29 Being now ſeized. with 

dreadful conſternation, leſt, 
they ſhould be driven upon 
rocks, they caſt four anchors 
out of the ſtern— and waited 
the return of morning with ex- 
treme ardor and. i impatience. 
30 The crews intention 
was now to abandon the veſ- 
ſel and accordingly they 
hauled the boat over board, 
under 2 of caſting an- 
chors from the prowWw. 
31 Paul, conſcious of their 

deſign, faid to the centurion 
and to the ſoldiers If the 
ſailors do not ſtay in the veſ- 
ſel; to navigate it, it will be 
impoſſible: for you to ſave your 
lives. . 

. 7 T he Roman ſoldiers 
hearing this, inſtantly cut the 
ropes that faſtened the boat to 
the ſhip, and let che waves 
carry it away. 

33 In the mean n time, | 
all were now eagerly waſting 
for the dawning of the*day, 
Paul begged they would take 


Waves, about. midnight the 


| ſome W 6 Your 


KP That this is the duke Juſt G of the W for Blackwall 
S. Claſſics, Vol. ii. p. 172. 1  Howel's Rae of the 7 and FO 4 


10 12. 175. 


' expetiation 


expectation of the fourteenth, 
which is to-day, hath been ſo 
intenſe, as hath prevented 
you. from taking your uſual 
repaſt, and you have conti- 
maed all the whole day to 
this moment without eating 


any thing. 95 
: 34 I therefore beg you 
would take fome refreſhment 


Chap. xxviit. The AcTs of the APOSTLES, 


| were tied—they unlooſed alſo 


the bands that faſtened the 
rudders——they hoiſted the 
main fail—and made directly 
for ſhore. 1 
41 But happening to fall 


into 4 place where two con- 


| trary currents conflicted, they 


run the veſſel agrourid —— 
The prow was fixed deep in 
the ſand, ſo that all the force 


— This is abſolutely neceſſary 


for the ſupport of nature 
Be affure 
your heads ſhall not periſh. 


335 When he had ſaid this, 
he took bread, and after de- 
voutly offering his pious ac- 
knowlegments to God before 
them all, he broke it, and be- 
gan to eat. . = 
| 36 His encouragements 
and example revived their de- 
jected ſpirits — and they alſo 
partook of a common repaſt. 
37 The number of all on 
board were two hundred ſe- 
venty-ſix. | 
38 A 
ed themſelves, they lightened 


the veſſel by throwing the | 
ich it was la- 
| upon planks, ſome upon the 


wheat, with wh 
gen, over-board. 4 
39 When the morning 
dawned, they deſcried land 
but knew not to what regi- 
on it belonged They diſco- 
vered alſo a bay with a ſhore, 


into which they intended, if | _ | SS 
|: AFTER this wonder- 


poſſible, to run the veſſel. 
40 They cut therefore the 
cables to which the anchors 


that an hair of able to extricate it 


fter they had refreſh- 


they could exert was not 
The 


| ſtern was ſhattered and diſ- 


united by the violence 
billows. 

42 In this critical emer- 
gency the ſoldiers adviſed it 
as highly expedient to maſ- 
facre all the priſoners, that 
none of them might ſwim ta 
ſhore, and make their eſcape, 

43 But the centurion, wil- 
ling to ſave Paul's life, re- 
jected this cruel propoſal — 
and gave orders that thoſe 
who could ſwim ſhould throw 
themſelves firſt into the ſea, 
and gain the ſhore. | 

44 Afterwards the reſt of 
the ſhip's company, ſome 


of the 


fragments of the veſſel 
every individual, got ſafe to 
ſhore. I 


CHAP. XXVII. 


% A ful deliverance, we 


L 


found that the name of the 
H h and 


{ 
5 
|. 
N 
. 
. 


Melitè. 19 | 


this wretch muſt have com- 


unhappy conſequences. 
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inland we were caſt upon was. 


2 Its natives, who were 
a e ee treated us with 
ſingular humanity for 
they benevolently received 
us all into their houſes, and 


made large fires to dry our 


wet cloaths and warm our "OE: 
numbed limbs. 

3 Paul having, among o- 
thers, gathered a bundle of 
fagots, and laid it on the fire | 
a viper ſprung out of the 
flame: and faſtened on his 
hand. 

4 When the duden 
ſaw the deadly animal hang- 
ing at his hand, they ſaid one 
to another ——Undoubtedly 


mitted murder — tho' ſaved: 
from a wreck, yet divine juſ- 
tice purſues him, and hath- 
devored him to this dreadful 
fate! n 
5 The apoſtle ſhook. the 
venomous creature into the 
fire, without feeling the leaſt 


6 The natives in the mean 
time kept their eyes intenſely 
fixed upon him — expecting 
every moment to ſee the ter- 
rible effects of the poiſon, | 
in either cauſing him to ſwell, ; 
or inſtantly to drop down 
dead — But after they had 


viewed: him for ſome rime in 


anxious and painful expecta- 
tation, and found none of the 
uſual ſymptoms enſue, their 
former ſentiments of him 
were changed into devout 
aſtoniſhment and awe — and 
they declared he was a God. 

7 On that coaſt, where the 
veſſel was wrecked, lay the 
eſtate of the governor of the 
iſland, whoſe name was Pub- 
lius — This gentleman gave 
us a friendly reception, and 
entertained us at his houſe for 
three days with great huma- 
ni 

8 The father of this FREE 
tleman happened now.to be 
confined to his bed by a dy- 
ſentery and fever—Paul went 
into his chamber — prayed, 
— laid his hands upon him 
DV and miraculouſly reſtored 
him to perfect health. * 

9 The report of this tranſ- 


action being ſoon ſpread over 


the iſland, all the inhabitants, 
who laboured under any in- 
diſpoſitions, went to the a- 


| poſtle, and were miraculouſly 


cured. 


10 The people therefore 


made us the moſt grateful re- 


turns—treating us with every 
civility and at our reim- 


barking, generouſly. provided 
us with every thing we-might 
want in our future voyage. 


11 After a ſtay of Me, 


> 151 +W) That is, who did not bel the Greek or Reman language. x | 
— 37 | 
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months in the iſland we went 
on board an Alexandrian veſ- 
ſel, which had happened to 
put in there by ſtreſs of wea- 
ther — in whoſe prow were 
painted the * figures of Caſ- 
T9r and Pas... ...:-".3--.- | 
12 Our next diſembarka- | 
tion was at Syracuſe — where 
we ſpent three days. 
13 From this city failing. 
in an indirect circular line we 
arrived at Rhegium and af- 
ter our firſt days voyage from 
thence a ſouthern gale hap- 
pening to ſpring up we ar- 
rived in two days at Puteoli. 
14 Meeting fot with ſome 
Chriſtians, they importuned 
us to ſpend a week with them 
After which we ſet out for 
, 
15 The Chriſtians in the 
imperial city, having receiv- 
ed information that we were 
upon the road, came to meet 
us as far as Appii forum 
and the Three taverns | 
The ſight of theſe affectionate 
perſons inſpired the apoſtle. 
with tranſports of joy and 


* — - . 


| $—16 Upon our arrival in 
the capital the centurion im- 
mediately delivered up the 
priſoners to the præfect of 
the prætorian guards but to 


Paul was indulged the li- 


berty of living in a private 
apartment, along with one 
ſoldier only who was ap- 
pointed to guard him. g 
17 Aftef Paul had beet 


in Rome three days he ſent 


for the principal Jews who 
were at that time in the city 


vened together he thus ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to them 
% My brethren! I am as you 
ſee a priſoner — But I have 
not incurred this miſery and 
diſgrace. for any injuſtice to 
my countrymen, or for any 
violation of our ſacred laws 
— ] was ſeized at Jeruſalem, 
and came into the hands of 


p * 


the Romans 


S 


to be ſet at liberty, as I had 


pious gratitude to heaven. 


'a Theſe were twins, the ſons of 
Deities of all ſeafaring people. 


Tindarus, and the ſuppoſed tutelar 


* This place is mentioned by Horace in his journey to Brunduffum. 


Inde 


Forum Appl + 


| * Differtum nautis, cauponibus atq; malignis. Horar. Lib. i. Sat. 5. 


e Na doubt Julius the centurion 


gave the præfect of the prætorian 


guards a minute account of the voyage, how the apoſtle predicted the 
Wreck of the veſſel, and the miraculous cures he had performed in Melitè. 
Rom accounts for the kind treatment he now experienced at the court of 


H h 2 


19 But 


* 
* 
—— 


— and when they were con- 


18 who, after repeated ex- 
aminations of me, unani- 
mouſly judged. that I aught 


perpetrated no crime that de- 
| ſexved death, 


; 
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11g But as the Jews violent - 


7 
E 


ly oppoſed this determination 
in my favour, I was compel- 
led to the neceſſity of appeal- 


ige een rebunal—noe 
© however from any baſe ſtudi- 


ed deſign to aſperſe and con- 


demn my own country to the 
r 


20 I have, therefore, cal- 
led you together, freely to 
converſe with you on the ſub- 


ject chat hath occaſioned my 


confinement For I am load- 


ed with this chain for my firm 
belief in that illuſtrious Per- 


ſon, who ſo long hath been 


the object of Iſrael's moſt fer- 


vent expectation. 
21 To this the Jews replied 


We have had no mention of 
you in any of our letters from 
Judæa—nor have any one of 


our countrymen who hath 
come to this city ever report- 


ed any thing criminal you 
had committed——or indeed 
gave us any accounts at all of 
ad how- 


ou. 
22 We ſhould be 
ever to have your ſentiments 
on the topic you intimate 
tho? we can aſſure you, this 


new ſect, that hath lately ap- 


peared ia the world, is uni- 


verſally decried. 
23 Having accordingly 


fixed a day, a very confider- 
able number of them met at 
his houſe—to whom he gave 


@ minute account of the Chriſ- | 


4 


the 


. 


| 
| 


' 
q 


i 
{ 
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tian difpenſation—exhibiting 
its evidences before them 
interpreting the various pre- 
dictions of Moſes and the an- 
tient prophets — and by all 
wers of argument and 
perſuaſion inforcing the prin- 
ciples and doctrines of Jeſus 
— He diſcourſed to them on 
this ſubject from morning till 
evening. F 
24 Theſe arguments con- 


vinced ſome of the truth of 


Chriſtianity - but were reje&- 

ed by others. 5 399 
25 This their variety of 

ſentiments concerning the 


. Chriſtian ſcheme ocea is 


a mutual contention and diſ- 
agreement among them, the 


aſſembly broke up——Payul 


concluding with the following 
expreſſions Very juſtly hath 
the holy ſpirit, which inſpired 
the prophet Iſaiah, charac- 
terized the preſent temper 
and diſpoſition of the Jewiſh 
nation in this paſſage : 

26 * Go to this people and 
ſay to them Tou ſhall hear 
repeated accounts of the moſt 
amazing miracles, but they 
ſhall produce no conviction 
in your minds — you ſhall. e- 
ven behold frequent diſplays 
| power, but 
ſhall not acknowledge it to 


297 For the perception of 


this peaple is blunted by pre- 
poſſeſſion, ſo that it is * 
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ſible to gain admiſſion to] 29 After he had pronoun- 
their heart by the avenues of | ced theſe words, they went 
any of their ſenſes—for they | away warmly engaged in 
have neither the faculties of | mutual debates on this ſub- 
ſeeing, hearing, or under- FT 
ſtanding to beſtow/ on any -o Pavr lived at Rome 
ſcheme that hath a tendency :| two whole years in an apart- 
to produce a general refor- Fment he hired-=— where he 
mation and amendment of life | gave a friendly reception to 
among them. all who waited upon him, 
28 Let me therefore ſo- 31 publickly aſſerting the 
lemnly aſſure you that upon truth of Chriſtianity—ex- 
your wilful rejection of this Paving: its nature —and en- 
divine religion, God hath ap- forcing the principles of its 
pointed it to be propagated-| great author with undaunted 
among the Heathens, who will 1 f = RES li- 
give it a willing and Ea 8 
able 9 e * N p05. 
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ERRATA in vol. I. 


Page 3. Ver. 9. for fay — read ſaw "0388 Jr, 


21. ver. 3. for no was —r,— was no 
34. ver. 3. for illuſtrous — . — illuſtrious 
88. Note, for owvare@ — r.— C _ 
171. ver. 59. for this father —r.— his father 
188. Note, for owovs yeugr —r.— ov ey euer 
201. wer. 11. Vor is denoted — r,— are denoted 
217. wer. 6. place reference (©) at hath 
277. ver. 24. for woman —r.—- women BP 
289. Note, for e. nanuQ 3910 ay r. — S Nνο Fuca 
312. Note, for eraurogęm - r. — TUTOR | FLO] 
372. Note, for Antonius — n. — Antoninus © 
382. Note, for T&4100pas — r. TeHoopas 2 
453. ver. 18. for for famenting —7.—or-fomenting 
479. ver. 10. for ſufferage —r,— ſuffragge 
463. Note, for comphatical — .— emphatical 


LOWS , 
ERRATA in Vor. II. a 


Page 15. ver. 13. for inſtrument — read — inſtruments 
238. wer. 10. for raptures — 7, rapture 
48. ver. 19. read, expreſſes it 
59. Note, for naviyor — 7-— K4V5140U 
90. ver. 4. for abſolved — r.— abſorbed 
119. ver. 3. for imagined — r,— imagine 
121. Note, for deore r. Pe: TroTWU 
123. ver. 21. put and before ſupremacy 
129. Note, for EN Ahe 7.— EAAnvss Tov 
Jbidem, for Sowpnuatay —Tr.— FewrnuaTaY 
157. ver. 4. for deſigned — r,— deigned 
160. ver. 10. for church — r.— ſcheme. 
187. ver. 24. for miniſters — r,— miniſter 
188. ver. 17. for perfecty — r.— perfectly 


215. Ver. 1. for ever — . — never 
279. ver. 19. for your virtue — . virtue 
286. ver. 10. dele comma at the/e. 0 


* 
5 
- 
8 
1 
* » 
-_ 
- 
; , 
. 
k 
- 
i ; 
#1 
FO, - 
* 
# 1 
, 
{ 
; : 
f * 
5 . 
* . 4 
* 
- 
4 
» 
6 
p 
i 
. 5 
p 
+ 
; 
- 
* 
labs 
* 0 7 
: 
; 
: 


